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fOltEWORD 


Research work in the fi^d of lilstory has a fascination of its 
own and is liable to cast a spell on one that goes in for it, setting 
him dreaming, day dreaming, with wide open c>cs staring at 
objects unseen \Vliat if the wntten page, grown yellow with 
the passing years, could speak of the days gone by when the 
senbe bent over it and rescued from oblivion the news tint was 
then of paramount interest to the members of a Council, to the 
citircns of a town, or to the men and women of a great kingdom 
who had embarked on a gigantic scheme of empirc-building! 
Cverj* page tells its own story commercial, judicial or vvarhke 
political, pnvate or public, joyful, unselfish or sad, a story of 
life and often, too, alas 1 of death, a story of contests waged of 
battles lost and won, a story of men who lived in other days, 
but were men just as wc are, men swayed by petty passions and 
interested motives, vaulting ambitions and love of family and race 
All this and much more is what the research worker m the field 
of history sees in kaleidoscopic vision as he pores over the dust- 
covered folios of the handwntten annals of the past 

Tliere is such a thing as the language of stones and the 
history of many a country may be read in the monuments which 
its former inhabitants erected in the sweat of their brow and left 
behind them as a remembrance and a heirloom, as an encourage 
ment, a lesson or a warning Similarly there is such a thing 
as the langui^e of manuscripts and U is to those who are interest- 
ed in this language and love to hsten to it that this collection of 
English documents, gathered from the files kept in the Bombay 
Record Office, is presented, speaally to such of them as would 
fain follow the vicissitudes of fortune — the humble beginnings, 
the rapid growth, the partial eclipse, the renewed vigour and the 
predominant ascendency — of a Ruling Family, whose members 
in days gone by and even in our own days have figured large in 
the history of Gujarat, where they are known as the Gaikwads 
Tfi'lsaroha 

The documents here published — to be followed, if God so 
wills, by others referring to the same House — deal with the first 
two Gaikwads They do not make up a detailed and connected 
historical narrative they are mostly unrelated and disjoined 
sources of information about isolate events Some of these 



events nre of a purely domestic character and of merely human 
significance, others transcend tlhc nariow pale of jirivate, indi- 
vidual interest and assume proportions of national consequence 
But in every case, whether they concern the commonweal, the 
family or the individual, their importance is obvious to any one 
who realises the end and aim of histoncal studies 

History is a science, in as mucli as the liistonan must aclncve 
impartiality and divest himself of preconceived notions m mar- 
shalling the materials out of which the past is to be called back 
to life But the historian is not an unthinking tabulating- 
machine, assigning dates to events and arranging events in correct 
chronological order Nor is his task solely concerned with sepa- 
rating the wheat from the chaff He must make the past, that 
was dead, live again, and this he can never do, unless, besides 
being a scientist, he is also an artist 

Correct dates, undoubted facts and their unprejudiced inter- 
pretation arc the foundation of every histoncal stnicturc, but 
there IS a difference between the foundation and the house that 
rests on it First the blade, then the car, and after tint the full 
com in the ear, and m the field of history this last stage of growth 
IS incompatible with mere tabulation and simple enumeration, it 
implies deftness of touch in the art of representation 

“ The lustonan is asked to bring the past to life We ask 
of him a great tapestry, crowded with figures, filled with shifting 
hghts, and crowds, and landscapes, and we insist sternly (though 
vnth perfect propriety) that he shall use no single thread for its 
weaving that cannot be vouched for as to its colour, length and 
weight by reference to his unvarying authorities the scientific 
facts Can it be wondered that some, more nervous than their 
colleagues, prefer the hiunble oBTice of spinning thread to the 
arduous weaving of the great tapestry One may respect their 
caution For thread must be spun and dyed before it takes 
its place in the woven picture But their work at the spindles 
and the dye-vat, however valuable, is a mere preliminary to the 
great weaving, wluch is the full duty of a histonan” (Ph Guedaila, 
The Misstng Muse — which is the muse of historyj 

Hence it is that imagination plays such an important part 
m the work of historical composition as to be not only invaluable 
but essential to the historian It is mdeed the historian's chief 
concern to conjure up the atmosphere of the past, to see things 
from the point of view and in the light in which they were seen 
centunes ago, when circumstances of tune and place and persons 
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^\ere poles apart from what they are now This task no one can 
successfully achieve, imless he has the artistic temperament, 
unless his soul is tuned, hke some high strung Aeolian Iiarp, 
to pick up the ebbing vibrations of long lost messages so faintly 
throbbing in the dark and silent night of by gone days that they 
remain subliminal stimuli in the case of the great majority of 
men For most men, imagination is anonymous with inv^ention 
with the historian it is recreative and reconstnictive, it becomes 
the medium of making that which was dead live and tnumph 
o\ er the grav e 

Gibbon Froude, Macaulay, Michelet, Thiers and a host of 
other names clearly show what an important share Art has in the 
writing of histoncsd works And this testimony is all the more 
convincing, because with these writers the artistic element pre 
dominates to such an extent as to make them forget that history 
is also a science They are not always rehable witnesses of the 
past, and j et there is a glamour about their works that fascinates 
the reader, and the latter has to be for ever on the alert not to 
be earned away by the majestic stream of word painting and 
picture building, without which, however, a work may be scien 
tific, but can hardly claim to be histoncal in the full sense of the 
word 

In the light of these expository remarks on the nature of 
history, the importance of the English documents contamed in 
this book need not be further expatiated on by way of proof 
For their study wall contnbute towards the foundation of the 
histoncal edifice that some enthusiastic worker may be attempted 
to erect They will rouse m him the recreative and reconstruc 
tiv e imagination, and help him to weave a picture of the past in 
lifelike colours Everyone of these documents is like a thread 
which — when the histonan has ascertained its colour its length 
its weight and its strength — will enter m the great tapestry that 
IS meant to represent the pageant of the past 


AVnrdiiy, Severer V CoiYege, J’une, 1^3(3 
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INTRODUCTION 


General Survey of the History of the Gaikwads 

This brief sketch is meant to give a bird s eye view of the Ins 
tory of the Gaikwads But for two or three minor changes, the 
greater part of it (1716 1862) is in the words of Lieut Colonel R 
Wallace, Resident at Baroda from 1800 to 1800 Wallace’s ac 
count is brought up to date by making use of the information con 
tamed in The Gazetteer of the Baroda State {edition, igsj) 

The most distinguished of the first Maratha invaders who 
le\ied contributions in Gujarat was Khanderao Dhabade, who, 
having possession of the hill fort of Songarh, which commands the 
mam route into the province from the Deccan, had harassed it for 
many years, before he rose into such distinction as to receive the 
office of senapati from the Raji of Satara about A D 1716 

The Gaikwads were favourite adherents of Khanderao, and ho 
obtained for Damaji Gaikwad the title of Shamsher Bahadur and 
the office of his mutalik or lieutenant m the year A D 1721 
Damaji Gaikwad and his patron died m the same year (A D 
1721) and were succeeded the former by his nephew, Pilaji popu- 
larly considered as the founder of the family, and the latter by 
his son, Tnmbakrao Dhabade 

In A D 1729 the Peshwa Bajirao first began to interfere m 
the affairs of Gujarat and negotiated with the Mogul Viceroy to 
reheve the province from the exactions and excesses of the seve 
ral Maratha invaders who (besides the Dhabade) infested the pro- 
vince, on his makmg a formal cession to the Raja of Satara of the 
chauth and sardesmukhi This excited the hostility of the sena 
pati who formed a confederacy of the disappointed Maratha Chiefs 
to oppose the designs of the Peshwa Bajirao crushed this revolt 
m a battle fought near Baroda on the 1st April, 1731, m which 
Tnmbakrao Dhabade was killed 

His young son, Yeshwantrao ivas however confirmed as sena- 

ed to him Pilaji Gaikwad was also nominated his mutahk, but 
Yeshwantrao grew up a weak and vicious man and though it can- 
not be ascertamed exactly when the Gaikwads became formally 
pnncipals instead of mutaliks or deputies, they were virtually so 
from this time, and the Dhabade family finally vanished out of 
Gujarat altogether 
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Pilaji Gaikwad received at this time from the Raja of Satara 
tlie titJe of scnakJjaskhel or commander of the household troops. 
which IS still held by his descendants, and as the senapati was to 
have the exclusive management of the Maratha interests m Guja- 
rat, he was able to get nd of, or reduce under his authority, all 
tlie independent bands of marauders who had levied contributions 
on their own account 

As the Court of Delhi would not ratify the cession of the 
clnuth, etc , which Ind been made by' its Viceroy, Pilaji Gaikwad 
considered himself released from restraint and began to make per- 
manent conquests and settlements, but his career was cut short by 
the hand of an assassin employed by Raja Abhaising of Marwar, 
who had been newly appointed Viceroy bj' the Court of Delhi 
lie was succeeded by his son. Daman Gaikwad, in whose long 
and active career of nearly 40 years the whole of Gujarat was 
wrested from the Moguls 

Damaji commanded his contingent with credit at the disas- 
trous battle of Panipat and died in A D 17C8 His death was the 
signal for family dissensions, which eventually brought the State 
into its present connection with the Bntish Government 

Damaji had three lawful wives and male issue by each His 
first wife had one son. Govmdrao But Damaji’s eldest son, Sa- 
yajirao, as well as Fatesmg, were bom of his second wife, and a 
dispute arose between Govmdrao and Sayajirao respecting the 
succession The Peshwa at one time took the part of one, and then 
of the other large sums were paid by both parties to the Poona 
Government, but Patesing, who was an able and energetic man, 
managed the affairs of his brother so well that ho finally obtained 
the sanction of the Poona Government and having the advantage 
of the possession of the government, he succeeded in maintaining 
Sayajirao on the throne, while he himself acted as regent for his 
brother who was of feeble character 

Fatesmg, however, desired to strengthen his position as well 
agamst the Peshwa as against Govmdrao, and made some over 
tures to the Bombay Government with that view in A D 1772, 
which however were not at that time accepted 

When the Bombay Government entered into the unfortunate 
connection with Raghunathrao, the pretender to the Peshwaship, 
in A D 1776, they dispatched a force under Col Keating into 
Gujarat to co-operate with him agamst the Peshwa's army m that 
province and after a somewhat profitless campaign, during which 
Fatesmg mamtamed a species of armed neutrality, a treaty was 
entered into with him by which the Gaikwad Government engaged 
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to furnish a body of horse for Raghunathrao's service, to pay to 
him the arrears of revenue due to the Poona Government from 
Gujarat as well as 8 laVhs per annum for the future, and to cede 
to the Bombay Government territory to the amount of more than 
2 lahhs of Rupees, and on the other hand Raghunathrao was to 
provide Govindrao witli a jagir m the Deccan 

All these proceedings of the Bombay Government were d\s 
avowed by the Supreme Government as impolitic, dangerous, un- 
authonsed and unjust, and the connection thus formed between 
the Bntish and Gaikwad’s Government was dissolved accordingly 
The rupture, which took place between the Court of Poona 
and the British Government a few years after, was the cause of an 
offensive and defensiv'e treaty with Patesing concluded by General 
Goddard on the 2Gth of January, 1780 

By this treaty, the Peshwa’s distncts m Gujarat were divided 
between the contracting powers all those north of the river Mahi 
were to fall to Fatesmg, m consideration of which he ceded his own 
districts south of the Tapti, called the Surat athavisi, lus share of 
Broach, and villages adjacent, and the district of Sinor on the 
Narbada Fatesing was to be relieved of the tribute he had paid 
to the Peshwaat least till the close of the war and he was to send 
3,000 horse to the British anny 

When peace was conclude with the Poona Government by 
the treaty of Salbai on the 17th of May, 1782, by which the fore 
going treaty was in fact annulled, all the temtory conquered from 
the Peshwa in Gujarat was restored, and Fatesing Gaikwad was 
placed on the footing on which he stood at the beginning of the war, 
he was to pay the usual tribute and perform the usual service to 
the Poona Government for the future, while no demands were to 
be made on him for arrears, and the Gaikwad State was guaran 
teed from dismemberment 

Fatesing Gaikwad died m consequence of a fall from an upper 
storey of his palace on the 2l5t December, 1780 Govindrao ivas 
at the time at Poona, and a younger son (by another wife) of 
Damaji, named Manajirao, assumed the regency, which he retain 
ed till his own death about the beginning of August 1793 

During f fie discussions as fo the conlTicfing pretensions of Go 
vinclrao andManaji, the Peshwa exacted large sums from the latter, 
as lie had done during the preceding disputes between Govindrao 
and 1 atesmg, and now, before he would allow Govindrao to depart, 
he obliged him to sign an agreement to cede the Gaikwad share of 
the districts south of the Tapti, viz the Surat athavisi and the 
customs of Surat, which had been previously ceded to the Bntish 
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and restored at the trealj' of Salbii This, ho\\cver, being obicctcd 
to by the Britjsli Gov emment as a dismemberment of the Galkwad 
State, the project was relinquished by the Peshwa, and Govindrao 
set out on the 19th December, 179*1, to assume the regency. 

Aba Shclukar was the officer appointed by the Poona Govern- 
ment (Bajirao II) to administer the Peshwa's share of Gujarat. 
His conduct in this office led to hostilities between Iiim and Go- 
vindrao, winch ended in the former being defeated and made pri- 
soner. As Aba Shclukar w.is a creature of the minister Nana 
Padnavis, whom the Peshwa hated, Bajirao had secretly incited 
Govindrao to this act, and rewarded him by granting him the farm 
of these districts for a payment of 6 lakhs per annum 

Before Aba Shdukar had been overcome, however, the Gov- 
ernor of Bombay, Mr Duncan, had gone m person to Surat in the 
year 1800, to assume the government of that city on the death of 
the Nawab, and he had been directed by the Supreme Government 
to endeavour to obtain from the Gaikwad the cession of his share 
of the chauth of that city 

Govindrao readily assented and granted also at Mr Duncan’s 
request the distnct immediately around, without any condition, 
except that the Peshwa’s consent should be obtained to the gift 
He immediately after a^ked for aid against Aba Shelukar, which 
application was evaded, but, as before stated, he was overcome and 
taken pnsoner shortly after 

Govindrao himself surviv cd these events but a short time* he 
died in September, 1800, and the family dissensions again dis- 
turbed the peace of the province To describe the ongm of these 
it is necessary to go a little back 

Damaji Gaikwad had a brother by name Khandcrao to whom 
he behaved with much liberality and after Damaji’s death Khan- 
derao had sided with Govindrao m lus struggles with Fatesmg, 
and had taken up arms m his behalf In consequence Fatesing, 
when victonous, seized on a part of lus jagirs and made him pay 
peshkash for the remainder 

Khanderao died in A D 1785 and was succeeded by his son 
MafAarrao, a good sofa’ier antfa bofa", energetic man and when Go- 
vindrao succeeded to tlic regency he naturally thought he should 
be recompensed for his father s kindness to Govindrao, and that 
the whole of his jagir would be restored to him Disappointed in 
this and irritated by some personal disfavours and by a demand 
made on him for arrears of peshkash, he began to make prepara 
tions for war 
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M the same time, Kanhoji, an illegitimate sonof Govindrao, a 
man of turbulent and daring (Aaractcr, also went into rebellion, 
and eventually Govindrao surrendered himself to Malharrao, who 
was m possession of the fort and district of Kurree [Kadt] A 
campaign ensued, m which the rebels were worsted, and Kanhoj i, 
taken prisoner Malharrao, however, was eventually pardoned on 
payment of a fine, and his jagir restored to him This occurred 
inAD 1794 

On the death of Govindrao m A D 1800, his eldest son, 
Anandrao, was put on the throne, but a few days after, ICanhoji, 
having corrupted his guards, reamed his liberty, presented him 
self before the feeble and terrified Anandrao, who surrendered to 
him the seals of the State, and submitted for a time to his influ- 
ence But Kanhop’s conduct was so overbearing that a cabal was 
formed against him, at the head of which was Raoji Appaji, a 
person who had served the late Govindrao, and he was again 
throivn mto pnson 

The agea widow of Damaji Gaik wad for some cause or other 
was dissatisfied at seeing Anandrao m the hands of Raoji Appaji 
and the cabal, and invited Malharrao to come and take up the 
regency He immediately responded to the call of taking up 
arms, and at the same time Kanhoji again escaped from confine 
ment and joined him 

Thus beset Raoji Appaji resolved to extricate his Master and 
himself once for all from the penis thickening around them and 
overtures were made to the Bombay Government to subsidise 5 
battalions of sepoys, if Malhrarrao were reduced and Anandrao 
saved from the domination of his Arab soldiery whose demands 
for payment of arrears were of the most menacing kmd while their 
fidelity was more than doubtful 

The required assistance was given Malharrao was subdued, 
taken prisoner, and sent to Bombay Kanhoji was transported to 
Madras and the Arabs effectually curbed Money was advanced 
or borrowed on the Bntish guarantee for the payment of the 
troops, whose numbers were reduced and the government of 
Anandrao placed beyond the reach of any domestic broils 

To secure these objects Raoji Apjiaji joined Mr Duncan with 
full powers at Cambay, and concluded ivith him first a conven 
tion dated 17th March 1802 and subsequently a formal treaty 
was signed on the 6th of June and on the 29th July following 
Anandrao confirmed all the preceding stipulations 

The whole of these were eventuiilly consolidated mto a defen 
sive treaty dated 21st Apnl, 1806, consisting of 17 articles drawn 
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up under the mithorisition of the Governor General in Council 
The next engagement into uhich the Gaikwad entered uith 
the British Go^emmcnt aro‘?e out of the c\cnts dunng which Iiis 
public minister, Gangadliar Slnstri, at the time on a mission to the 
I’cshua's Court, was murdered by TnmbikjiDanglii thehvounte 
of Bajirao This severed the connection between the Gaikwad and 
the head of the Maratln Empire 

The Peshwa by the treaty of Boon i, under date 13th June, 
1 817, and in the 1th article, recognised the dissolution in form and 
substance of the Itfaratln Confederacy and renounced all connec- 
tion wlntCNcr with the other Maratln Powers 

In the ^th article he renounced all future demands on H H 
Raja Amndrao Gaikwnd, wJiether rc^uhini; from the former su 
prcmacy as cxccutisc head of the Maratha Empire, or from any 
other cause, and he consented (for the annual payment of 4 lakhs 
of Rupees by the Gaikwad) to discharge all jiccuniary claims on 
him on account of arrears 

By the 7th article among other cessions he assigned m perpe- 
tuity to the Bntisli Government all lus nghts and territories in 
Gujarat (with tfic exception of Ahmadabad, Olpad, and the an- 
nual payment due by the Gaikwad) also the tribute of Kathiaivar, 
estimated after deducting the expenses of collection at 4 lakhs of 
Rupees 

By the 15th article ho granted the farm of his share of the 
city and province of Ahmadabad to Anandrao Gaikwad in perpe- 
tuity for 4l lakhs of Rupees 

On the 0th November, 1817, a supplement to the definitive 
treaty of the 21st April, 1805, was signed by the Gaikwad and 
ratified by the Governor General 

By the 1st article the subsidiary force was increased by 1 ,000 
native infantry and two regiments of native cavalry on the same 
terms as the former subsidiary 

By the 3rd article the Gaikwad ceded to the British Govern 
ment all the rights he had acquired from the perpetual farm of 
the Peshwa s territory subject to the city of \hmadabad for the 
regular payment of the expense of the augmentation of the subsi 
diary force 

By the 4th 6th, 6th and 7th articles exchanges and cessions 
of territory were arranged 

By the 8th article the Gaik>vad engaged to bnng forward his 
whole military resources to the assistance of the British Govern 
ment, and engaged to maintam 3,000 horse at his oivn expense at 
its disposal, and the British Government agreed to consider and 
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determine the pretensions o! thcGaik^ad to benefit by any parti 
tion of temtorj acquired bj foreign wars 

The 9th article pro\ ided lor the mutual surrender of offen 

dcrs 

The loth article confirmed all articles of the definitive treatj , 
dated 21st Apnl 1805 not contrary to the present engagement 
Another article was added on the 2nd October 1818 by which 
the distnct known os theGaikwad s Daskroi with the hav cli m the 
citj and the Kasbah of Mota and the pargana of Tadkeshvar in 
the Surat athavisi — including therein a cession on account of the 
moglai dues in thcGaikwads Surat athavisi — were ceded in cx 
change for the districts of Dablioi Bahadarpurand Savh mheuof 
vvlnl had been formerly given m exchange for them 

The above arrangements had for their object the consohda 
lion of the Icmtones of the lespectivc Governments in Gujarat 
and also to impose on the Gaikvvad a more adequate proportion 
of the tnihlary charges of the province for though his irregular 
troops were maintained at a great expense they were found want 
ing in cfRciency and the duty as well as the extra charges of field 
service fell upon the Bntisn Government This was considered 
reasonable considering tliat b> the late treaty wath Bajirao the 
Gaikwad had been released from the suzerainty of the Peshvva 
which had been always onerous as well as disagreeable and his 
entire independence was secured except m so far as it was limited 
by the treaties of friendship and alliance he had from time to time 
contracted with the Bntish Government 

Anandrao Gaikwad died on the 2nd October 1819 He was 
succeeded by his younger brother Sayaji who had for some time 
previous been regent 

Dunng his reign by a convention concluded with the Hon ble 
Mountstuart Elphinstone Governor of Bombay the Gaikvvad Gov- 
ernment agreed to send no troops into the lands of his tributaries 
in Kathiawar and Main Kantha and to make no demand on them 
except through the medium of the Bntish Government and the 
latter engaged to procure payment of the said tnbute free of ex 
pense to the Gaikwad Government agreeable to the perpetual 
settlement made with the tnbutanes in the years 1807 1808 and 
1811 1812 respectively 

This was the last public engagement involving any change 
in the temtones of H H the Gaikvvad or in his sovereign right 
or pnvileges which was concluded with the British Government 
The convention was dated Apnl 3rd 1820 
Sayajirao Gaikvvad died on the 19th December 1847 and was 
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succeeded by bis eldest son, Ganpatrao.and tbc latter died on the 
IDth No\ ember, 1850, lca\jng se^cral daughters, but no son, and 
his brother Khandcrao succeeded to the throne m his place on the 
12th December, 1850 Tlic present Xfaliaraja /S6^] has had 
t\\o sons, \\ho both died in their infancy The heir presumptive 
at present is, tliercfore, }»s only surviving’ legitimate brother, Mal- 
harrao, whose only son had also died m infancy 

The present so\crcign and his brotlier are [m 1S62] the only 
lineal legitimate descendants ofPilajiGaikwad, whoisalways look- 
ed up to as tlie founder of the family, but there is a collateral 
branch descended from Ikfaloji Gaikivad, the brother of Pilap, 
[iS 62, P D 24, 57 J, Naitte Chiefs) 


"When Khanderao died, his brother, JJalharrao, the successor 
to the throne, was a statc-pnsoner at Padra and the sudden 
transition from confinement to uncontrolled power w as his undoing 
In 1874 he was solemnly warned by the Bntish Government, but 
in vain In the same year an attempt to poison the Resident, Co- 
lonel Pliayre led to a senes of mqmnes and from the depositions 
of Malharrao’s servants it was concluded that their Master was 
responsible for the attempt In January’, J87fi, he was arrested 
and tned, with the result that his deposition was resolved upon 
and earned out without disturbance 

The now niling Maharaja, as the son and heir of Khanderao, 
then ascended the gadi His reign presents a pleasant contrast with 
that of his predecessor To mention but a few details a scientific 
land revenue sur\ ey and settlement has taken the place of the 
old policy of taxing at ivill, petty and vexatious imposts have been 
abolished, departments of Government have been formed, old 
laws have been amended new codes have been framed marked 
educational progress has been made, sanitation and medical aid 
have been fostered a complete system of local self government 
has been built up, in a word, owing to the Ruler's enlightened 
policy Baroda is on all hands acknowledged to be the most progres- 

This short survey may help the reader to form for himself a 
fairly complete idea of the Gaikwads of Baroda, their ongm, their 
nse to power, their collapse, their renewed struggle for success, 
their fight for independence, the dark days of their weakness and, 
finally, the promise of a new dawn with the beginnmg of the en 
lightened rule of His Highne^MaharajaSayajirao III — a promise 
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of better and bnghtcr daj s, made good dunng i long reign of GO 
j ears to which it is our earnest w tsh and pnycr tliat many more 
y ears may be added 

The First Beginnings of Gnikwad Rule 

The documents here collected refer to events mostly connect- 
ed with Sunt from 1721 to 1708 Hence for the better under- 
standing of the<:e documents the following account of the Surat 
Sarkar is here gi\ cn by wny of prelimimty information 

The Surat Sarkar consisted of the city of Surat and 28 par- 
ganas known as the athas isi The names of these parganas, to- 
gether with the resenues that accrued from them m Mogul times 
are recorded in the Mirat i Ahmcdi (The Mtrai t Ahmedt Supple 
vierii, G 0 S No XLIII, tSS) 

In Sir Jonathan Duncan s famous Minute of the 13th August, 
1798, it IS stated that “ the present Castle of Surat is recorded to 
have been constructed about the year 1543 when Sultan Muham 
mad Shah was king of Gujarat soon after which that province 
fell bj conquest under the dominion of the Mogul Emperor whose 
policy it appears to have been to keep the kiliadan or command 
of the Castle distinct from the hakimi or administration of the 
town providing for the gamson (of the Castle) by allotment of 
lemtones and by the tankha or assignment of tlie rev enue 
(Duucan s Minute para s ijgS S & P D 66) 

This division between the Castle and the town came toanend 
with the coming to power of Teg Bakht Khan (1733) whose ap 
pomtraent by the Court of Delhi was little more than a formality 
since from the first he w as practically independent for, discarding 
the official designation of mutasaddi or crown clerk which was 
distasteful to him like wine smacking of the cork he styled him 
self Navvab or Viceroy and he strengthened his position by confid 
ing to his brother Begler Khan the care of the Castle and bv 
appointing another brother Mahmud Khan — Plater known asSafdar 
Khan — ^Naib or deputy' navvab in charge of the police and other 
functions [Gaz Bom Pres II /i6) 

Trom the very beginning of his admimstration Teg Bakht 
Khan set to work to fill his treasury by introducing new taxes and 
by increasing the duties on goods passing through Surat With 
the same end in view he approached the Marathas Though the 
latter had been driven by Rustam Ah from the distncts round 
Surat (1723 1725) tliey had profited by the disorders of Sohrab 
Khans governorship to make good their losses and were once 
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more the masters of the surrounding country up to the walls of 
Surat Accordingly Teg Bakht Khan entered into negotiations 
with the Gaikw ad and in return for a yearly assignment of £2Z,(j00 
(Rs 2,30,000) acknowledged the Maratlias^nglit to hold the lands, 
round Surat and to collect their revenues Finally Teg Bakht 
Khan added to his revenue by withholding part of the subsidy due 
to the admirals of the Mogul fleet, the Sidis of Janjira, who had 
been entrusted wath that office by Aurangzeb towards 1001 (Gaz 
Bom Pres II 116-T17). 

Like Teg Bakht Khan, the English factors at Surat were eager 
to extend their power and to improve their finances They would 
fain have forcibly appropnated the share of the Surat revenue 
which the Sidis annually received as admirals of the fleet, the more 
so as the latter were unable to afford adequate protection against 
piracy to tlie merchant ships that traded witli Surat But they 
did not venture to do so, lest the Sidis should join hands with the 
Marathas against the servants of the Company They had, there- 
fore, to be satisfied with granting passes to traders, with making 
an expedition against the Koh pirates at Sultanpur, and with 
asking Teg Bakht Khan to transfer the fleet subsidy from the Sidi 
to the Company But this request was not complied with, for Teg 
Bakht Khan realised that, if the English were entrusted with the 
command of the Jlogul fleet, they would insist on being paid the 
full subsidy Hence his attitude towards the F nghsh changed by 
degrees from fnendliness to opposition Bom Pres II 7 / 7 - 
iiS) 

To quote once more from Jonathan Duncan’s Minute *' Teg 
Bakht Khan, dying in the year 1746, appears to have shortly 
thereafter had for his successor as hakim, or governor of the town, 
the Nawab Safdar Khan whose son, Wiqar Khan, entered at the 
same time on the kiUadan, or command of the Castle This peace- 
able state of things proved, however, but of short continuance for 
in, or about, the year 1748 [ihe contest opened on the 23rd October 
1747, see documents] a Said, named Miah Achind, otheiwise known 
under the name of Moyeen-ud dm, having married into the family 
of Teg Bakht Khan, was able to possess himself of the Castle from 
Wiqar Khan He then applied for the assistance of Damaji, agree- 
ing in return to give up a fourth of the revenue of Surat, and by 
his support and that of the English he was able to expel Safdar 
Khan from the darbar or civil government of the city, m which he 
continued to rule till 1761 , when he was in turn attacked by Wiqar 
Khan and obhged to abandon the town and seek refuge into the 
Castle, which fell in consequence of these dissensions into the 
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hands of Sidi Masud, In the prosecution of the contest bet\^een 
Wiqar Khan and Miah Achind, the former is stated to have also 
applied for assistance to Damaji on a stipulation that he should 
enjoy half the revenues of Surat, but, when the business was ac- 
complished, and Ins father, Safdar Khan, returned from Tatta 
whither he had proceeded on being in 1748 drawn \lhrown\ out by 
Achind, objections were raised by the said Khan [Safdar Khat^, 
v\ho had by this time resumed the administration, to the payment 
of so large a proportion, and, instead of half, it was settled to give 
Damaji only a third of the mohaut [makta] and other income [Dun- 
can's Minute, paras 6 ,f,iyg 8 S & P D 66 ) Damaji's share was 
called the chauth of Surat, whilst the revenue assignments which 
the Nawab of Surat obtained from the Gaikwad, as above stated, 
were termed moglai but all the 28 parganas were m the hands of 
the Gaikwad, and the Nawab was given assignments on these 
mahals to the extent of Rs 2,G0,000 " In 1752 Damaji agreed 

among other concessions to c^e to his supenor, the Peshwa, one 
moiety of his chauth or rather a third share of the Surat revenue" 
[Duncan's Minute, para 7 , 17 ^ 8 , S & P D 66 ) In this parti- 
tion, the temtones of the Surat athavisi and the chauth of Surat 
were equally div idcd and the Nawab was given assignments from 
the GaiKviad's or the Peshwa’s pa^anas according to whom the 
respective parganas belonged 

" But dissensions soon after arose between Safdar Khan and 
his relation, Ah Nawaz Khan on the one part and the Sidi on the 
other, so that in 1767 a negotiation was set on foot between them 
[Safdar Khan and Ah Nawaz Khan) and Mr Ellis, our Chief at 
Surat, for expelling the Sidi from the Castle But political consi- 
derations prevented our [the Enghsh] then availing ourselves of 
this offer, and other events intervened to create a difference be- 
tween the Nawab [Safdar Khan) and Ah Nawaz Khan, who had 
connected himself with the Sidis and the Dutch, and whose views 
were ultimately directed to the na\vabship,m which the saidNawaz 
Khan had for opponent Fans Khan, a man who was at that time 
also protected by the Marathas and secretly favoured by Safdar 
Khan This last circumstance appears to have induced the Bom- 
bay Government to resolve in Decemhex,. 1757, to tyien a corres- 
pondence with him [Frtrw Khan) but meanwhile Safdar Khan 
died suddenly m January, 1758, supposed to have been taken off 
by poison by his relation, the ^oresaid All Nawaz, who became 
thereupon Safdars’ successor m the hakum or nawabship of Surat, 
as had m 176G the Sidi Ahmad Khan [become) that [the 
of his father, Masud m the custody of the Castle " [Duncan's 
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Minute, para S, lygS, S & P D 66) 

" The people of Surat appear, however, to have been so dis- 
satisfied with the Sidi and with All Nawaz that m the same month 
of the latter’s accession they offered through Mr Elhs to make up 
for five years any deficiency of two lakhs of Rupees per annum in 
the receipts from the tankha (an assignment for the support of 
the fleet) and of the funds for the maintenance of the Castle, if the 
Company would resolve to take possession of them, which they ap- 
pear to have been again deferred from attempting, m dread of the 
resentment of the Maratha Government, who had views at this 
time of taking Surat to themselves, notwithstanding our havmg 
in March, 1758, proceeded so far as to have entered into a formal 
treaty wth Fans Khan, stipulating to put him m possession of 
the government of the town, taking to ourselves the Castle and the 
fleet. Fans Khan being at the expense of the expedition, for wluch 
he bound the phurja custom-house, besides two lakhs to be raised 
by a vera or levy on the city, in heu of plunder, to the army — and 
other articles not material here to recite” (Duncan's Minute, para 
p, 1708, S & P D 66) 

^ This suspension of proceedings on our part afforded time for 
another revolution m Surat, occasioned by Miah Achind, alias 
Moyeen ud dm, who had on his dispossession in 1757 repaired to 
Bombay, after which Achmd was able by his own exertions, aided 
by the support of the Sidi, Ahmad Khan, the Commandant of the 
Castle, and [by) the mfluence of that branch of the late Teg Bakht 
family into which he had married, to expel in December, 1758, All 
Nawaz Khan from the nawabship and to effect his own re-instate- 
ment” (Duncan’s Minute, para /o. tygS, S & P D. 66) 

” Between the period of the discontinuance of our preparation 
in the early part of 1758 m favour of Fans Khan and the end of 
All Nawaz’s government in December following [December lyyS], 
[variofw] circumstances and a desire to anticipate the designs of the 
ilarathas or of any other European nation led m the beginning 
of 1759 to a renewal of the intention to obtain for the Company 
the Castle and the fleet and to fix Fans Khan in the civil gov em- 
ment or, if that was found impracticable, to make him Naib to 
/tcftoTcf ‘ (Parcam's r/pifS <PP. P 66} 

The attempt to dispossess 2Tiah Achind of the nawabship was 
frustrated, and the English had to be satisfied with making Fans 
Khan Achmd's Naib, ” and a treaty was entered into with Aclund 
to that effect on the 4th March on which dav the Sidi 

agreed to give up the Castle and the fleet” (Duncaivs Minute, 
para 13, ijgt, S & P D 66). 



ivTRoBucno': 


XXlli 


But before embarking on this venture" letters were wntten 
to the agents of Nana (i « , the Peshwa) and Dama]! and to Naro 
Pant, the Commander m Chief of the Maratha fleet at the Bar, to 
assure them that there v as no intention to trench or innovate on 
their Masters’ just nghts and interests at Surat" [Duncan's Minute, 
para ii , ijgS, S & P D 66) 

Prom the time the English secured the possession of the 
Castle they practically controlled the affairs of the Nawab of 
Surat, and there followed a penod of 40 years dunng which they 
made persistent efiorts to appropriate an ever increasing share 
of the Surat revenue In 1800, on the extinction of the Nawab’s 
bne, they assumed the sovereignty of Surat In 1802 they obtai- 
ned from the Ga^vad the cession of the Surat chauth, and later 
in the same year they also acquired the Peshwa’s share by the 
treaty of Bassein In this manner they became the sole masters 
of Surat city in the year 1802 

Pilaj! and Damaji Gaikwads 

This brief survey of the Surat Sarkar, its political vicissitu- 
des internal dissensions external insecurity will help to bring out 
the meaning and significance of the documents here pubhshed 
In this collection of documents the growing power and the in- 
creasing influence of the Gaikwads, notably of Damajirao, force 
themselves on the mind Damajirao s hold o\ er the country in 
the neighbourhood of Surat is unquestioned and in the game of 
politics that was played at Surat it was Damajirao’s goodwill that 
pnncipally counted Nobody cared to have him as an enemy, 
and the English factors shrewd merchants well versed m the 
wisdom of the world were scrupulously careful to cultivate his 
fnendship They missed no opportunity of sending him presents, 
and did so with such regularity that the presents may perhaps in 
the eyes of some assume the appearance of an unofficial tnbute 
In quarrels in which Damajirao kept neutral success went to the 
side tliat claimed his goodwill as is duly called attention to m 
the notes prefixed to the several sections into which the docu- 
vaewfes,, deaij-wg xoth ase. dvstevtyit.C'i 'Dawiajwao s 

power and influence are farther evidenced by his activities on sea 
Before the English possessed themselves of Surat Castle and assu- 
med the office of admirals of the Mc^ul fleet the Sidis had proved 
themselves unable to extend adequate protection to the trading 
vessels, which on their way from, or to Surat, fell frequently a 
prey to piratical marauders Accordingly Damajirao before long 
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created his own fleet, cruising round about Surat in order to 
protect the shipping in the pirate-infested area This fleet often 
furnished convoys to ships sailing for Kathiawar and the ports 
of Sind its headquarters were at Bilimora 

Two sections in this ■volume contain references to Damajirao's 
fleet In 1750, at the instance of the Dutch, the English factors at 
Surat were ready to attack this fleet But the Bombay Govern 
ment proved vviser than their servants at Surat, and made it clear 
to them that Damajirao was not looked upon at Bombay as a 
public enemy, and that his vessels should not be interfered with 
Thereupon the Dutch reconsidered their position and came to the 
conclusion that Damajirao’s fleet should not be mterfered with 
south of the city of Surat Another section mentions the friendly 
arrangement negotiated by the English ambassador at Poona it 
resulted m Damajirao ordering his captains not to molest vessels 
trading under the Company’s protection 

From what precedes the mam dnft and the general tenor of 
the documents here published can be easily inferred, and this is 
why they are published under the caption Pilaji and Damaji 
Gaikwads 

It only remains for the Editors to acknowledge their indeb- 
tedness to the Government of Baroda for enabling them to make 
this modest contnbution to the history of the House of the Gaik 
wads 

Bombay, Si Xavter's College, June, i^B6 

N B — The English documents are taken from vanous sour- 
ces the Surai Factory Dtaries. the Secret and Political Department 
Dianes and the Public Department Dianes At the beginning of 
each document, its source of ongm is given in abbreviated form, 
according to the following scheme the year to which the docu- 
ment refers, the diary from which it is taken, and the number of 
the diary 

The following abbreviations are used 
S F Surat Factory Diary 

S 5. P D Secret and Pobtical Department Diary 

P D Public Department Diary 

The margma! notes and other words prmted m italics do not 
form a part of the manuscripts, but ha\ e been added with a view 
to facilitate the reader’s task 
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WARUKE BEGINNINGS 

English documents rclcrrlng to Pilajirao Galkwad arc 
comparatively {cw» tacking In wealth of detail and not 
always very informative. But read in the light of the accre- 
dited accounts of the beginnings of the Gaikwad's rise to 
power as recorded in the Gazetteers and in other historical 
works, they may, however, serve the purpose of bringing 
home to the student that Pitafirao Gaikwad was among 
the most successful Maratha invaders of Gujarat, as the 
inhabitants and the rulers of Cambay, Broach, Surat and 
Ahmadabad were able to testify, so that at last the Mogul 
Viceroy, Sarbuland Khan, called on Bajirao to assist him 
against the Gaikwad. This was the first great struggle in 
which Marathas fought against Marathas for the coveted 
leadership in Gujarat, the followers of Pilajirao Gaikwad 
against the armies of Bajirao, the Peshwa. 


DOCUMENTS 


Sural, Isl December. 171S {2719 20. S F $11) 1719 

Our brokers infonning us that they had wrote a letter (which %vas Pthjts 
actompanied vnlh a small present) tn Pdaji*, the chiei ot the party oi cla«in 
Ganims* now abroad, to inquire the occasion of their coming, who re- 
turning an answer that they came peaceably to demand Uicir clues and 
should do no damage to any merchants we directed our brokers to send 
tack tifl. pla/a , ao/l tb* wisAcy ®ak1s»As. 

did the like. 


1 Probably P>la.]i Gaikvrad who is to have delated in t7t9 an army scot 
against him oj Shaikh ul Islam, Mutassodi of Surat (Car Bar Slalt I, 433} 

2 ProfeMorN K Phagwat olSt Xavier sCoUegc, Pombay, supplied the following 
Infonoation Gamma or golima (Arabic Cb^ima) U used in Marathi In the 
sense oi * looter * or * enemy ' By conventioo it was the appellation given by the 
Mnbwmadons to the Marathas The military tactics of the Marathas— those of 
Shlvaji at any rate aad oi his Imniediate fcdlowers— are known as gammt kava or 
gnerrUIa warfare as opposed to a pitched battle (ought between opposing armies 
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1720 Bombny 10th Aiigmi 1720 {1710 20 P D lA) 

EaitU of Received two letters from onr Chief and Factors Ai Surat advising 
Dalapur that the news of Chin KtlichKItans [Ntxam iil-mulk] success against 
the Naw-ab of Aurangabad^ made lum [ShaM ul-Islam} \ ery cool 

1724 Bombay 10th November, 1724 {1724 P D 24) 

The Chief and Factors at Surat advise us that the King is much 
troubled at the loss of the battle of Diian’ between Nimm ul mulk and 
Amanat Khan and foi' the death of the latter with his two son^ That 
the Kmg had thereupon resolved to take the field himself agamst Kizam 
ul mulk , but vvas persuaded to the contrary by Condora and Commo- 
dore Khan two great omrahs* They likewise advise that the King fs 
displeased wath Rustam Ah Khan for not loinmg with Amanat Khan 
according to the orders he had received that he has now art army of 
four thousand horse and tliree thousand loot, and is gouig about four 
kos from Surat to oppose a party of Nuam ul mulk s forces ]omed with 
the Gamms who arc marching that way * 

1225 Camhav 22rd Ftlruary mS (J72d2SS F // CIS) 

Innes to John Courin^ * 

Aferat^<u The face of affairs m general seems to lend to a revohition m the 
® disfav our and by Chin Kdidi Khan $ ffViraw uhnulk] power to- be 
held by strong hand It is said last Friday Hamid Khan was received in 
the city of Ahmadabid He has givrn the government of this place to 
one Iltr Bfomm who has appointed toohji his deputy The latter is 
arrived at Petlad whereof he is likewise governor and [»] expected here 
in a day or two when, if the Gamms depart, Gujarat trade will go 
on as usual 

1725 Bombay 21st Seplrnb^. 1798 {1798 S 6- P D OC) 

Duncans MtnntS^ 

Sharttn The present Castle of Surat is recorded to have been constructed 
revenut about the jear 1543 when Sultan Muhaniniad Shah was King of Guja 
rat soon after which that province fell by conquest under the dominion 
of the Mogul Emperor of Delhi whose policy it appears to have been 


1 Xh ^ IS aa aUu^ on totbetotUe of Balapur of wh cli Irvfae a detailed 
accoont (Irvine Later Mugk^s II 47 — SO} Oa that occasion the Gailcwad 
family first rose from obsennty Daman receivmg the title of Shamsher Bahadur 
(Wallace Guuowar 5) 

2 It has been imposstJe to identify Doan According to Irvine the battle 
was fougl^t vn the Ilth October 1724 at Shaka^ khera now known as Tath kbeia 
In the southern fort of Baldana District Berat some 80 aides from Aurangabad 
The details about Mubanz Khan (Amanat) and h s too sons are corrob^ted 
by Grant DuS tHistory of the JlJohraUits I 3C2) aad by Irytse (Lo/er Mu.iah JJ 
142—150) 

3 It has been imposible to Uent fy the emraks here mentioned Cctidora 
may stand for Khanderao and Co» modort for Ifamal nd-dm 

4 The eoncludmg sentence points to Nuam ni nolk S growing influence Ife 
was now virtually indepeodeot (Irvine io er MugSals II 154) and this evpla ns 
why the Marathas among whom were tUajl and Kanthaji were ready to jom him 

5 Daniel Inses Chief at Cambay John Courtney Ch ef at Surat 

fi Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay 
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to keep the kilbdari or command of the Castle distinct from the hakirai 
or administration of the town; proxiding for the garrison by allotments 
of territory tankha or assignments on the revenue, which 

appear to liave become less productive from about the year 1720, when 
Shujaat Khan, the Narim or Viceroy of Gojarat, and his brother Rustam 
Khan, the hakim or Mutasaddi (civil officer^ of Surat, arc related 
to hare been slam in battle* by llamid Khan. 5imi»rted by Pilajl, the 
father of Damaji and ancestor to the present Gaikwad princes, who 
used Ibercafler to eoUect annually on his own account a part of the 
revenue, oixr the whole of which the Goiemmcnt of tins branch of the 
klarathas is said to haic become fully established in, or before, the year 
1734, the towTis of Surat and Cambay and their dependencies and some 
others on the coast excepted. 

Broach, 23rd December. 1772 (1772 73, S. F. C62) 1723 

Anecdote regarding Broach*. 

About 50 years since (Broach being then under the subahship of short tn 
Gujarat) one Shujaat Khan got the better of Hamid Khan and exjjcllcd revenue 
him from the city of Ahmadabad. Hereupon, he (Hamid Khan) bemg 
a relation of Hitam ul-mulk, wrote to him lor his orders how he was 
to act, whether he should remain tn the neighbourhood of Ahmadabad 
with such forces as tud continued firm to bun (and from Ins situation 
was under no apprehension of an attack) or proceed to Deccan. Kizam- 
ul fflulk directed him to remam where he was, and he w ould send a body 
of Marathas to join him, with orders, if Shujaat Khan fell into bis hands, 
to cut him oS. Shujaat Khan going a mulkgm or collecting the tributes 
of the country, and bemg returned near to Ahmadabad, advice thereof 
was brought to Hamid Khan, who, ivith what people he had, made a 
forced march m the night, fell upon Shujaat Khan (who was killed in 
the action) and regamed possession of Ahmadabad Advice of this 
transaction bemg brought to Rustam A]i Khan, the Governor of Surat 
and younger brother to Shujaat Khan, he directly set out for Ahmadabad, 
and m his comjiany Pilaji Jadav Gaikwad, Fatesmg's grandfather At 
a place called Adas, they were met by a party of Marathas, (who) attack- 
ed Rustam Ali Khan, defeated and killed him Hamid Khan bemg thus 
firmly seated in the government of Ahmadabad and having no further 
occasion for the Marathas, composed of three different bodies, namely 
the Pawars, llie Cuntars* and the above Pilaji, wanted to discharge 
them, but they insisted upon being satisfied for their services, Hamid 
Khan accordingly gaie the two first, assignments on the lands of dif- 
ferent countnes, ard to Pilaji an order on Broach for payment of about 
3 or 4 laklis Pilaji hereupon assembled the landholders and desais 
of the diilcrent distncts, demanding payment of this money m conse- 
quence of Hamid Khan's ordera In answer to which these people 


1 Rustam Alt Khan was killed eo the 2tst rebruary. 1725, in the battle of 
Anas, oi which Irvine gives a detailed description drawn from Persian sources 
(Irvin, Laler Mughats. II, 176—183) 

2 7bis anecdote, of Kbratha origin. » cfaron^Ogica}!} split up into three parts 
See Index, anecdote 

3 The foUowersof Udafi Pawar and fCanthaji Baade T/teCiuetUeroflhiBaroIo 
Sate calls them Pawars and Baades (I, 444) 
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replied that, the country being nimed by wars xt was not in their power 
to comply with the Khan’s orders Pilaji then earned them pnsoners 
to Songarh, his head place, about fifty imles distant from Surat 

1725 Bombay. 6lJt March 1725 (1723 25 S F 11. 612) 

WilUam Phxpps to John Courtney^ 

Death of We have received yours of the 16th 19th, and2Sth ultimo, and there- 
Rusiam ui observe the accounts you give ns of the death of Rustam Ah Khan 
AUKhan proceedings of Hamid Khan etc, to whom the Governments 

of Baroda and Broach have readily submitted We wait to hear the 
resolution of the late Governor’s son and what treatment the city may 
probably meet with, if any opposition is made against his forces quietly 
talung posession thereof 

1725 Cambay 6lh April 1725(1723 25.5 F 11, 612) 

Daniel Imtes to John Courtney 

Cambay It was very unhappy her (the Sloop) not amvmg a day or two 
i« danger sooner, for the same midnight we had multitudes of poor people from 
all parts round the country flocking to the city, and the gates were 
opened to receive them all the Ganuns being then withm ten miles, 
and by nine or ten m the morning several parties of freebooters ravagmg 
under the walls ten or eleven carts coming from a Portuguese poP, where 
the sloop now lies, were all plundered I yesterday hired two boats at 
the Bunder, in hopes to send the bales in them after the sloop The 
Governor and the Ganim that is (appointed) for the collection of the quarter 
part, It is true, offered me 80 horse to go with them to the water side for 
their *ecunty but at the same tune telling me they would not axtswtr 
Cambay fhe freebooters might do The person sent from the city to the 

finti Generals* is just returned They demand five lakhs of Rupees I 
bebeve it will cost the city one lakh at least, which as all that the Banyas 
and merchants are willing to throw in their mite, will not be so much 
felt Two of the Generals are at a garden just out of the city, and the 
other two, four kos off 

1725 Cambay. 7th April. 1725 (1723-25. S T II. 612) 

Daniel Ittnes to John Courtney 

Cambay Since my address of yesterday thb town has been near sacked and 
sacked burnt by Pilaji s forces, but by the protection of the Almighty we are 
bkdy to be safe About 3 in the afternoon they set fire to an out town 
adjoming to the city, the wind then proving southerly, it has done us 
no damage and is now near extinguished We have set fire ourselves 
to a large house without the walls that otherwise might have 
annoyed us 

rtiaji and Before this happened the town had sent a person to n^ottate terms 
hantkaji for them vnth Pilaji through Kantliaji as medutor The fatter fs 
appointed by the Sau Raja (o this place and the adjacent for the 

1 William rtuppe. Governor of Bombay 

2 Pol a gilt an eiulosed waril ef a city (Wbltworth) 

3 rrom the next letter It » cvldeot that IMaJI and Kaothajl were among the 
srnerab here mcntlooed 
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coUectjon of his 1 /4th part and therefore a sort of a protector He 
sent the before-mentioned person to Pilaji with a pass directing him to 
hint that the place belonged to him and withal to oQer a present of 20 000 
Rupees for him to leave the place Pilaji made him a prisoner which 
Kanthap so highly resented that we all saw from the wall a severe 
sVirmidi between them which ended by the flight of some thousands of 
Pilaji s forces two or three miles The report is 1 500 or 2 000 men are 
killed on ^th sides’ They have been obliged through their own in 
terest to jeon again in counsel having received an expressfrom Hamid 
Khan to repair to meet him on sight of his letter who is gone from 
Ahmadabad and now at Hatar^ which is half way between this place 
and the fonner The occasion of this sudden departure is said to be by 
some of his forces having deserted him together with the severe m\ ective 
he has lately received tom his nephew the Wazir who has ordered his 
repair immediately to him at Aurangabad through which we hope to 
be delivered from the danger we at present lay under and live to a free 
trade agam ou will be pleased per express to advise the President 
and Council of our present condition 

Cambay Sth Aprxl 172$ {1723-2$ S F II 612) I72S 

Daniel Innes lo John Courtney 

Since Tume of last night I have the inexpressible satisfaction to yJanihat 
acquaint you the Ganunshavearticled with theoty and depart two days ntre 
hence on couditiou of a lakh and ten thousand Rupees to be paid them m 
a reasonable time alter the sum vnU hardly be felt and it will be ac 
counted next to a miracle if the aty is thus freed from them 

Cambav lllh April 172$ {1723-2$ S F II 612) 172S 

Daniel Innes to John Courtney 

I have not received any answer to my several addresses since the Maratha 
amval of the Ganims. My last advised they had agreed with the oty 
for a lakh and ten thousand Rupees lor the coUection of whidi f^nthaji 
has sent his Diwan with a party of men into the aty the worst step 
that could be permitted for the aty is now entirely at their mercy and 
I can make no judgment of its condition as our lives and fortunes are 
dependent on the capnee of armed viUains {vho] among the rest have 
cessed me 5 000 Rupees* I have absolutely refused the payment 
pleading our firman etc friendship with San all which they 
laugh at* and have renewed their threats It will be ndiculous to talk 

1 TMa)i and Kanthaji were rivals rather than mends ud disputes about the 
division of the spoils won In previou csul tary engagements led to dissensions 
which culminated in n straggle at Cambay (Car Barcda Stale I 4i0 Grant 
DuS Hutory cf the JlfoAru/lar 1 

2 tlamid Khan who feared oothiog more than d sa g iee m ent between his two 
supporters exerted himself to compose their didemces Heappomted ibe districts 
DmtholtbeMahltoBandetKeHlils^'laodtbosesouthDf tbatnver namely Baxoda 
handod Champaner Broach and Surat to Rlai rao [Coe Bar Stale I 441 
Irvine Later Mugkalt II IM) 

3 A vllage near Kaira Pdaii seems to have complied with Hamid Khan s re> 
qnest (Irvme Later MugXals 11 ISt) 

« Irvine Later Mugkals H IS4 

8 Grant Duff, i/ittoy of tAe MoAraltae t 364 Forbes Kae ifala, 359 
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ol -withstanding their power so that il they oblige me to pay it or any 
sum under I must not risk the Riight Hon ble Company s thanas and 
bales of the mvestment with the fortune of those Gentlemen m my care 
so as to insist [on] a denial longer than I can handsomely come of! on it 
for othenvise I have too many reasons to believe they will set fire to the 
factory I therefore entreat you advise express as likewise m wl^t 
manner I may expect to be reimbursed I shall only add my endeavours 
for the best of this nice juncture shall not be w anting to the Company s 
honour as well securing part of their estate here as the private [property] 
PS — ^Their demands are come to 3 000 Rupees I have hopes 
given me should the Ganims not go till these springs are over of a safe 
passport for the thanas and bales of the mvestment But sliould it 
hap^n othenvise please to send me your orders whether I must return 
the sloop and boat these spnngs 

1725 Cambay 15th April 172a {1723 25 S F II 612) 

Daniel Innes to John Courtney 

Marathat This mommg early all the Ganims left this city except about 200 

ret re that are left here for the collection ol the remainder which is about 
30 000 Rupees for secunty of which the merchants have delivered them 
4 hostages 

Enclosed IS invoice of the thanas made up to the 5th instant which 
day I was m great hopes I should have put them aboard. I shall receive 
the amount of Goverdon but at present he and his son will not appear 
being frightened lest the Ganuns that are here for the coUectmg of the 
remainder should lay hold or them both on their own account and the 
demand they made on the Factory I have sent to them several times to 
stay here but to no purpose Bairam has paid no more than 500 Rupees 
and as the power is gone that forced it he shan t pay a pice more as I 
think a forced promise is not binding and as for the 200 men that are 
here I fear not their menaces A few days will let us see wi at hopes 
we have of trade going on as usual which can only [be] by the King s 
forces arriving at Ahmadabad the Ganuns designing fortheir own country 

1725 Cambay 19th April 1725 {1723 25 S F 7/ 612) 

Daniel Innes to John Courtney 

MaraiAa Yesterday 1 was honoored with yout favour of the 15th instant 
demands by mine of said date you wU perceive how I ha% e acted on the Ganims 
exactions by their happy departures which I hope will meet with the 
President and Council of Bombay s and y-our approval since which 
they here have charged adakhlaof percent on all goods [wuhteh] the 
Kmg receives customs but failing in their esroctations of receiving 
from us what they fiist forced a comjdiance to they mil hardly attempt 
to fey it on those nr the fectory wAich orterwise they nngftf nave 6em 
emboldened to do though to no purpose whDe they continue there 
Can be no thoughts of trade 

1725 Dotnbay 23rd Aprel 2725 (1723-25 S F 11612) 

Bombay to Surat 

Bombay Your letter of the 15th instant reached ns the 22nd wherein vou 
approies giveusanaccouot of thetroublesbytheGanimsabout Cambay andtliat 
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’^Tr Innes was obliged for secuntj of the ficton and the HonTale Com 
pany s effects to consent to the payment of 2 000 Rapees which m the 
hght he represents U we do not see it coaid b<* presented mthout nsking 
greater Iom but are sorry to find they were no sooner withdrawn from 
that atj than that a great body of Kohs appeared before the walls 
whereby the danger was renewed and whether therefore he he able 
to rctam the sloop and boats with what of our HonTiIe Jfasters effects 
were lying m such jeopardy as jou expected the last sprmgs 

Cflffifcay 4lh May 1725 <1723-25 S T II 612) 1725 

Dantel Innes to John Courtney 

I am glad j ou approve of my not paying more than the 500 Rupees MaratXa 
if [m] no apparent danger which shall goaem me I see none at present ihuatt 
without the whole body ot the Ganims should again visit this city which 
none here have any apprehensions of though they have not as it was 
thought they would yet left these parts Pilaji with the other two 
generals are about Barodi and Kanthaji at Kadiad 

Hamd Klian is not out of Ahmadabad but the bazar news is that iiamii 
he intends with all the Ganims to leave these parts shortly and I am Khan 
of the same opinion By his great oppressions the shroffs and mer 
chants at Ahmadabad are daily running away be cesses the bouses 
and as he catches a roan accordingto huestatesqueezeshun He has 
sent here [Cerntay] 30 horse vnth two officers whom he has given bills on 
the Government towards the payment of some of hu troops for one 
lakh and fifty thousand Rupees To enable liun to comply therewith 
as the King s customs collected here are a tnffe to that sum every house 
IS cessed at 12 Rupees and orders [are gnen] for [the] seumg of about 50 
ot the head shrofte and merchants m the aty to demand of them the 
advancing of the abov e sum and on their remsal to send them to him 
which occasioned a great many last night to run away On the other 
hand the Ganims left here are not yet gone wanting as they say, 

10 OOO Rupees of their agreement but the merchants clamour and say 
if the bill make up [t5 made up] accordingly they will find two lakhs 
for one 

Camlay Clh May 1725 [1723 25 S F 11612) I72S 

Damel Innes to Join Courtney 

Xverj'thuig is in the same posture as when I wrote you last except 5 i^ai on 
50 horse more arrived yesterday from Hamid Khan on the same score “^Cambay 
as the former They have lessened their demand to 5 Rupees per house 
on which some of the merchants have crept out of their holes but I 
wish It may not be a trapan No manner of business can go on while 
Hamid Khan s people and the Ganims stay here on the account they are 
at present 

Catrhay }3lh May 1725 [1723-25 S F II 6J2) 1725 

Daniel Innes to John Courtney 

Hamid Khans people have forced from the merchants a promise siuaion 
of 35 000 Rupees to be gathered m the manner as the Ganims extortions atCambay 
when they feding it unpractable to the nch with the poor pay so 
much per house they sent here [to fadory] to demand 1 000 Rupees 
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The first time thev went back with a put off the next with a flat denial 
and I have not heard from them since further than that the Government 
and the Ganim fellow here have advised them to desist the latter adding 
that the Fnglish even would not pay them Thev are but 200 men 
and I am under no manner of apprehensions of danger 
Hamtd God send the news we have horn Ahmadabad be true which is that 
XMan Hamid Khan leaves that place on Sunday next with Kanthaji the Ganim 
who now waits for him at the King s garden there The ^zar news is 
the Kings forces arc not aboie 100 miles from them 

1725 Camlay 2m December J72S (112325 S F 11 512) 

Daniel Innes to John Courtney 

Ptaee TJns 13 to advise you that on the 29th mstant Sarbuland Khan s 
son arrived at the garden a mile from town with about 35 000 horse 
and IS 000 foot The ^y before they had a small skirmish with the 
Ganims and killed about 40 of them and yesterday came into the town 
their Khan the new Governor appointed by Sarbuland Khan 

1726 Ca« 6 ay 27lh January 1726 (1723 25 S F II 612) 

Danul Innes ia John Courin^ 

r*eM mtk The Governor of this place has received advices of another fight 
jJaraikat sJannwh the King s people have had wth the Ganims* in which 
as he has lofonnul our broker they have been so fortunate as to kill 
Pdaji wound Kanthaji and gel their elephants the latter they have 
bkewise surrounded and hope to take for which news the Governor 
gave the person that brought it a seerpao < ^Vhen I hear further parti 
culars I shall advice (you] by pattemar 

1726 Broach 23fd December 1772 (1772 73 S F 662) 

Anecdote regardmi; Broach 

Pita)* and At this tune the ^loguls, esteeming their Co\ eminent ud) establish 
cd kept only an officer of infenor rank with about 200 men at Broadi 
for the collection of their revenue Pilaji taking advantage hereof 
expelled the tfogul officer and people and put in his own forces under 
the command of Tulaji Colbaine This man remained in the place 
about eight or nine months bat a nimour prevailing that was dead 
he immediately set out for Songarh leaving Broadii m the hands of the 
Kasbatis (Muhammadan soldiers who serve anjone for pay and are 
often security for the revenues arising from the land) with directions 
to them not to deliver it to any Maratha but himself Upon Tulajis 
arrival at Songarh he found Pdaji alive who severely rebuked him for 
hts conduct in quitting Broach and ordered him to go back agam but 
the Kasbatis would not adro t him 

About this time ffanud Khan was removed 6 v the King from Afima 
piundert j^bad and the command given to Sarbuland Khan who appointed 
Abdullah Beg Hamid Khan s great grandfather governor of Broach 

t W Irvlse rpeaks of (wo pKefaed baltica <n which (h« SfArafhav MiTrmI contl 
dcnbte knsM the one at So] tra near IVtlMl the other at KapadvanJ 30 tnilee eait 
of Ahmadabad on the eutem banks of the Mobar river (Irvine LaUr Murkals 

II lau 

2 The taropa would nerham not have been riven bad the Coveruor known 
that IVbji bad not been kUlcd 
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«hich the Kasliatis surrendere*! to hun The Marathas under PrUji 
began then to be \ery troublesome plundenng and destrojmg the coun 
trj AbduIIali Beg berttjpon inMted the Pawar?' to his assistance pro* 
mising them if the joint forces expelled Pilaji be svould satisfy them 
hand^mel} for their trouble 

The country continued in a state of confusion by both parties nlun 
denng the Milages etc for about one year when Satbuland Klian being 
recalled from Ahmadabad the Pawais retired and Pilaji remained m 
this country Shortly after btzamulmulk coming to a pbee called 
ILiddannv about 80 kos from hence he ordered Abdullah to attend 
him which he accordingly did leaving the charge of this place wnlh his 
relations Upon Abdullah Beg 5 amval it the court of Nixam ul mulk 
be in order to secure the quiet of the country made up matters between 
Abdullah Beg and POaji It was then fnt settled that the Broach 
rcsenuea should b" shared equally between them and the Marathas 
have an officer in town with a proper number of men for collecting their 
shares of its reienue 

Cainftay lOA February 1720 (1723-^2 S F 6/^) 1730 

Daniel Innn to Henry Ltrslher* 

Yesterday from the Bombay Ketch on that Maraikt 

evening tide at the bunder I was 
of the 10th instant the Sloop amved the night 
15th and 16th and 1 have not yet l>een able to unlcod’ 
and the whole of the city being in utmost ctHifusion at the anprooch of 
the Ganims* who are m great number now round the town but as the 
Gos emor has been alert on this occasion I hope they will be soon moving 
when they find they arc able to do nothmg as likewise we hearing they 
design for Pctlad which is an open town wherein is about 1 500 of the 
Kawab s people and the town s people are most sepoys so that if the 
Gamms come to any hostility they may meet with a ivarmer reception 
than they may exp^ there without thew numbers overpowering them 
from thence it s talked they design for Dholka and the villagers about 
Ahmadabad 1i ou may easily rreagine at this juncture I have not been 
able to put what bales I have already to be cleared in the English name 
on board the Ketch as likewise what may offer belonging to the country 
merchants for the Litter The Governor at this juncture will never be 
brought to clear them till the Ganimsmove off and be has as handsomely 
as he could refused me telling me the presence of the Sloop and the 
Bombay Ketch m a great manner contnbutes to the safety of the city 
and earnestly therefore entreating me not to deprive the city of that 

1 Bajirao appi ed to the Mo^l Vtcetoy for the right to levy chauth and sardes- 
mukbi. promis ng to protect the country from the inroads of Hlaj and Kanthaji 
Ills request was not granted But the Viceroy allowed the Peshwa to send Udaji 
Pawar to operate against Rbji (Car Bar StaU 1 442} 

2 Henry Lowther Chief at Surat 

3 The opening lines of the Utter are partly Uleg ble 

4 A letter from Camtiay dated 2Seh March 1730 states that ChlmanajlAppa, 

Bajvtao ft brother was in commaod ol the Uaratba soldiers here mentiooed (Wal 
lace TM* Cutcowar IS Cor Bar Slata I 442—443) How Chironaji protected 
Gujarat from PUaji and Kanthaji may tw gathered tom this letter and from the two 
letters Immediately following 
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benefit for two or three dnys which as 1 could neither unload the Sloop 
or out any Roods on board the Ketcli I have taatly complied with yet 
noOtlng rfiali l>e wantinp m both for the speedy unJoa<hng of the Sloop 
and putting wliat freight 1 can get on board the Ketch as I shall have 
any the least opportunity 

J7^0 Surat Cth Marth 1750 {1720 32 S F 6/f) 

Dantei Innes to Henry Louther 

MaraJSi 1 sliould ha> e despatched the Ketch sooner but for the ddatoruicss 
44mands of our Gmcmmcnt in chopping* the bales occasioned through their 
continued apprehensions of the ^nuns though their mam body moved 
00 the night between the 20th and 21st instant to Pctlad where they 
stiUarc, bc%erthcless fijing parties paxc the \nUages about continual 
alarms which occasioned daily people doclung into the atj from thence 
The Ganims dertunded while they lay round the aty three lakhs of 
Rupees but nothing as yet has been paid them oO brom Petlad they 
demand two lakhs and a half of Rupei» but as yet the town has come 
to no terms of agreement with them and being an open place doubtless 
they wall be obliged to comply with some part of their demands 

1730 Cambay 25lh March 1720 (t720‘32 S F Clf) 

DanuC Innes to Henry Lenrther 

MwtAat The Ganims under Chunna]! Raja it is said before they left Petlad 
pianier got from the town near two lakhs of Rupees whence they mov^ ofi 
DholLa way They took ses-eral carts loaded mth Ahmadabad and 
Dholka goo^ to the value as the loss is reckoned of about three lakhs 
of Rupees after whicli they took a tour towards Kapadvanj* but re* 
turned unexpectedly to Dholka wluch town they attacked but meeting 
with some resistance they have pillaged the gnatest part of It the loss 
sustained cannot as yet be known but must be vastly great multi 
tudes say a crore of Rupees others more moderate say half at least 
This to be done and so near the Nawab makes it plain that he is far 
from having at heart the good or safety of Gujarat they threaten this 
town {Cambay} with another visit and the Government is upon their 
guard How it may be time must discover 
Kanihii}\ Kanthaji with his forces consisting of about 5 or 6 000 Ganims are 
andPtlajt come from Powagur* on this side of the nver where it is said he is 
joined with S or 6 000 more of the forces that go under the name of 
Pflaji s power The route they take is said to be Gogo way The pre- 
sent prospect is nothing but rum not only to trade but to the inhabi 
tants of Gujarat 

1731 Cambay 7th Apnl 1731 (1729^^ S F SlI) 

Daniel Innes to Henry Loxther 

BattU of Qiimna Raja {Cfitmnajt Bajirao s brother] has lately had a very con 
Bh tapuT siderable advantage over the joint forces of Pilaji and Kanthaji The 

1 Chop IS properly a seal impress oo (Hobsoa Jobsoa) 

2 30 miles east of Ahmatiabad on the eastern basks of the Mobar river (Irvine, 
Later Mushalt II 191 Saikarssote) 

3 Favagarb a histone bin fort m Qw I^cb Mahals (Imp Cai Ind a XX 
79— SD) 



MLAJIRAO 1721 m2 


U 


lormcT has agtttd wth the *.UhaTa}a (Bajuao) for \'K hUis of Rujwes 
the quarter yxirt for all Gujarat ax of «hicl» the Itahiraja paid him 
dowTi the remainder to be paid on his leaving these parts but conditio- 
nally no other Ganim Power beside Chimiuji shall enter into Guiarat 
which Qiimn^i promised to hinder should Kanthajis or Ihlajis forces 
attempt it ^me day’s since* thej came to an engagement within 3 
or 4 miles of Baroda wherein Chimnaji had the advantage Kanthaji 
fled Pilaji u wounded and run into Dabhoi Tort with 2 or 3 000 men 
Tnmbakfao i great general killed Pflaji s son killed 4 or S 000 
men [are) killed of Kanthaji and Pilajt and Chimnaji u said not to have 
lost 1 000 men 17 Klephants it ts said Oiimnaji lias taken with 10 
camels of Iteaswre -vnd lour or five thousand horses without their ndets 
mtb their tents and baggage* 

Khans son nephew to Chin Kilich Khan [tViMm-Mf-mx/i) who it u 
said commanded 5000 Moormen belonging to Chin Kilich Khan 
in the bscar o( Kanthaji and Pib)! he is said likew-ise to be killed Udaji 
Paivar a commander of 15 000 horse is taken prisoner It is to be 
hoped that the consequence of this surrending of Baroda 

mto the JIaharaja s people * per cent 

IS in Pilajis Chimnajis forces have surrounded Dabhots Fort that 
Pdaji is m Mhat makes the action the greater (is that) Chimnaji had 
but 15 000 ot 16 000 horse and the joint fortes of Pilaji and Kanthaji 
are said to have been upwards of 50000 

Cambav JOlh April 1731 (1729 32 $ P 614) 173t 

Daniel Inttet la Henry Lovther 

Kanthaji we hear is making towirds the Deccan Pibji is still Pitaji 
at Dabhoi lent 


1 The battle of Dh tapur was foogbt on the Ist Annl 1731 accordJae to the 
CattUeer of the Baroda Siali I 444 on the llth Apnl 1731 necord ng to Irvine 
Laier ^^ughaIs 251 This (iiacrepancy may perhaps te accounted for by the d 1 
lertncc between the Julian and the Cregorun camdars 

2 Tor an account of the battle of BliUapnr from IVrstaa sources MO Irvine 
Laler Mughale II 251—252 Dy way of a footnote Jadunath Saricar Las added two 
ilium nab Dg^ extracts from Maratha soorces ^btuh^ onunalt^ hx C S. Sardmi 
one of them being a letter from Bajhan wo ch rans as follows ' Tninbak Hao 
Dabbare Udaji Anand Kao Puar Kanthaji Raghoj Bande Pilaji Caekwar and 
Chimonaj Dada [Damodar] with 30000 men came to hghtme Ihe battle took 
place on the 4th St^jwat fve kos (rom Pabhol Tnmbak acd Zava)i Dabhare 
hlaloji Pnar PilaJI Gackwad a son [Sambkuji] in aD 14 chiefs were killed Udaji 
Puar IJtuwanl Itao ] Ihlaji Caekwsr and Kumar Bahadar [At mar Baga Ptiar] fled 
wounded Bande fled 1 heir army was (Sundered On our s de Narayan Dban 
dhen was slam [Irviae C-eicr AfugVol tl OS’* note) 

3 Ibe dotted I nes are inserted where the Thetory Diary is altogether illegible 



II. DAMAJIRAO 1732.1768 


GENEHAL SURVEY 

^HE documents dealing with D^majlrao can for the sahe of 
facilitating the students task be distributed under vanous 
headings, provided it be borne in mmd that these divisions are 
not in the nature of watcr>t>ght compartments. On the 
contrary it may very well happen that an event, which 
according to the chronolcgicaf order is listed under a specific 
headmg, bears no relation to the other events among which 
it is recorded, and which determine the choice of the caption 
that is prefixed to them. But such instances of apparent 
incongruity arc inevitable in a compilation which consists of 
extracts culled from Diaries in which the chronological order 
is followed. With this preliminary remark to guard against 
uncalled for criticism, the following headings are here given 
as best suited to group under them a series of events connected 
among themselves, in spite of their being interspersed with one 
or other Irrelevant occurrence. 

(J) Quarrel between Teg Bakht Khan and the English 

(1733-1734) 

(2) Revenue settlement between Teg Bakht Khan and 

Damali (1735) 

(3) Quarrel between Jagannath Laldas and the Surat 

Factors (1737—1738) 

(4) Miscellaneous information (1740 — 1746) 

(5) Struggle for supremacy between Miah Achind and 

SafdarKhan (1747— 174V) 

(6) Damaji’s fleet (1750) 

(7) Renewed struggle for supremacy between Miah Achind 

and Safdar Khan (J75I— 1753) 

(8) Maratha aggressiveness (1753 — 1758} 
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(9) Capture of Sura! Castle by the English 175 S— 1759) 

(10) Damaji and the second English embassy at Poona 

(1759) 

(1 1) Miah Achind and the Marathas (1760 — 1761) 

(12) Contest bctv.'ecn Mom’n Khan D and the Marathas 

(1762) 

(13) Datnaji's aliianos with Raghoba (1763—1768) 


No. 1 QUARREL BETWEEN TEG BAKHT KHAN AND THE 
ENGUSH (173J— 1734) 

shortly after Teg Bakht Khan had assumed the gover- 
norshlp of Surat m his own name, the relations between 
him and the English became so strained that the Chief at 
Surety Henry Lowthcf» ordered all the Factors^ with the 
exception of Messrs. Taudin and Robinson, to leave the 
factory and the city and to stay on board the ship Heathcote 
at Surat Bar. It was at this critical juncture that Damaii 
professed to be ready to help the English, though the latter 
seem to have doubted his sincerity. 


DOCUMENTS 


Bombay, 3IU March 1733 {1733, P D SA) 1733 

Letter from Surat 

Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat under date AiimaJ<f 
the Z4th instant txid 


As Ahmadabad’ is at present invested by the Ganims, they cannot 
at present contract for the lemmanees*. that being the place where they 
are usnaUy made . but they have ordered masters to be made at Surat , 


J 7nl732PiIajJwasmnrdcredbytte*g«itsofAt>hat»iig theCovenjororCuja 
rat who profited by the eonfadon to wrest Baroda from the Gallcwads But hu 
tnamph was shortlived for Damaji with the help ol the desal of Padra stirred up 
the Bbils and the KoUs so cfTectually that the Monls were harassed with distressing 
regularity One account relates Damajirao's raid on Ahmedabad met with 
some success (Car Bar Stau I 44^—146} 

2 Piece-goods forroerly exported from Dembay and Surat {Hobson Jobson) 
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and if they can be got there, or a happy turn of affairs should happen 
at Gujarat, they will advise u$ of it 

1734 Sural Bar, Ship HraikeoU, 22nd January, J734 (1732-34, S F. 616) 
John Robinson lo Henry Loadher 

Appeal to I have talked with the Ganuns' shroff, who w31 write Damaji and 
Datyuijt Babarao to represent to the Governor that, tf he thus molests the city by 
quarrelling with the English, they will not stand by unconcerned 

1734 Swref Bar, Ship HeaUtcoie. 22nd January, 1734 (1733-34, S F SIG) 
Kerry Loicther lo Messrs Taudm and Robinson * 

Appeal to You did well to give notice of these proceedings to the Gamins' 
Damajf shroS, and the sooner he advises Damaji, his Master, the better, as a 
hint from him to Teg Bakt Khan may open his eyes and give him a fair 
opportunity to throw off Cha/ebi’s iff councils and consider how to pre- 
ser\e the tranquihty of the aty better than he has lately done 

Surat Bar. Ship Healhcote, 24lh January, 1734 (1733-34, S F 616) 
Henry Lotiiher lo Robert Cenean* 

Daman » Damaji the commanding officer of the Ganims, twice advised the 
Chief that, if stopping the Bar will not bnng the Governor to a comph- 
ance, he is ready to mardi before the town with any number of men 
the Chief shall think necessary But these are dangerous expenments 
and only to be tned at the last extremity However on this occasion 
It was thought proper to return him a civil answer and to desire him by 
word of mouth to wnte Teg Bakht Khan a warning setting forth to him 
the reasonableness of our demands, and this we may expect, will be sent 
every moment and %nll undoubtedly forward our designs 

1734 Surat Bar, Ship Healhcote, 1st February, 1734 (1733 34, S F 616) 

Henry Lowther to Robert Cerwan 

Maratha Babaiao, the commandmg officer of the Ganims, who came by an 
support mvilation from this Governor, and after making a diort stay, when he 
went to take his leave of Bakht Khan, he [Teg Bakht Khari) desired 
him to encamp someofhishorscsat Dumas^and another party at Vauxe’s 
tomb to countenance his present disputes with the English The answer 
be (Babarao'} returned him was that be was sony the assistance we gave 
him (Teg Bakht Khan] to establish him in his government was so soon 
forgot, and added that his advice was to make up matters with us as soon 
as possible , and since this we have had another message from Damaji, 
desiring us not to give up one point to the Governor , for, m case the 
English can't hnng him to reason he and his evil councillors will soon 
swallow up all the other mendianis in their turn and rain the aty , which 
agrees with out own sentiments and [tAose of] the inhabitants m general 
who are all m our mterest and have at their meetings which have been 
fr^uent on this occasion declared that, m case the English withdraw 
from Surat, they would all follow us down to Bombay 

1 Henry Lowther Chief at Surat Tandia and Robinson Sorat factors who 
Bta^ at Surat when the Chief and the othw factors withdrew from the city 

2 Robert Cowan Governor of Bombay 

3 Domus about If raifes aosthvesf of Surat, 
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Surat IJar Ship Ilealficcte JOhFebntary J73^ {1733-3-f S F 615) 17J< 

Dawait to Henry Leather 

1 heard j-ou once a Inend and assistant to tlie Kabshts whom f^ood t 
fortune seems to forsake and upon their account bear hatrrf to 
Teg Bakht Khan My opinion {upon considenng of this) is that as jou 
are a merchant it cannot be for }our interest to be at vanance with 
him and continuing fnendship to the former will be sery destructive 
to your nation I expect jou will return an ansacr to this immediately 
that I may take measures accorilingly 

To whteh the Chief returned the foUoaing antver 

The gentlemen in the factory have sent me a letter said to be wrote 
by you but from your known prudence I have reason to believe it is 
not your own style So I now send you a copy of it under the charge 
of one of my o«ti servants 

You ay I am a fnend to the tlabshis so 1 hope I am to all the 
world and how far 1 Im-e distinguished rnyseU to T^ Bakht Khan 
JOT are the best judge I avoid being at ranance with any set of people. 

But the known custom of the Enghsli is not to do any injuncs nor suffer 
any to be done them My only business here is to see that the Kmg s 
royal grants to my 'fasters are punctually oLserved and besides this 
to recover a large debt due to their broker and some money unjustly 
taken from some of their servants under their protection and when 
thwisdone 1 will add my abilities to support evt^ihing for the reputa 
tion of this Government and welfare of the city 

At the same time vrote to Messrs Taudin and Rohnson as follows 

Our last to you bore date the 8th which went to town by Mr Robin 
son and the same evening we received a letter from Mr Taudin which 
covered one from Damaii the commanding officer of the Ganims to the 
Chief Its translate and answer come endosed for your notice and as 
we have reason to expect from the style of it that it is a forged letter 
so we have sent a copy of it to Damaji by one of our servants and this 
endosed you may gue to his harkara tdhng him at the same tune that 
another messenger is gone a different road and this sent to you we 
judge will go no further than the Daibar and may perhaps serve to 
satisfy their cunosity not that we set any great value ujxin the friendship 
of the Ganims nor on the other hand shall we be frightened into con 
cessions but such as wc think we can answer to our Superiors 

Surat Bar Shif Heatheote 13th February 1734 {1733-34 S F 616) 1734 

Henry Loirther to Robert Cowan 

The 10th instant the Chief received a letter from Damaji the com Damaji s 
mantling officer of the Ganims in this district Its translate and the 
Chief s answer are ranged in our Diary under that date but here we are 
assured that at the request of Bakht Khan Damaji sent down 
a blank paper to which he put his cht^ and left it to be ^cd in town 
and by the style of it we have reason to believe this information is true 
be it as It will we need not expect any great favours from the Ganims 



No. 2. REVENUE SETTLEMENT BETWEEN TEG BAKHT 
KHAN AND DAMAJI (1734-1735) 


various events recorded £n the course of the year 1735 
evidence how rapidly Damajt was recovering from the 
temporary discomfiture in which the Gaifcwads were involved 
consequent on Pilafi being murdered in 1 722» The manner 
in which Damafi claimed a share in the Surat revenue dearly 
shows that, so far from standing in dread ofTegBakhtKhan, 
Damaji himself was feared by the Surat Governor and by the 
English. The settlement was arrived at in 1735. A few 
documents arc added relating to the years 1736 and 1737; 
they likewise cstabhsh Damaji's widespread influence in Surat 
and the surrounding countryside. For the Surat Factors set 
great store by his parwanah, made him presents, and cherished 
the hope that Faruhhsiyar's firman might induce Damafi not 
to trouble them. 


DOCUMENTS 

173S Treaty between the Tfawab of Surat, Teg Bakht Khan and Damap 

Translate of a pater from the Nawab HaJiS'ud~din^ respecting the Surat 
pargana, dated Surat, 27th April, 17S5 [1785 S 6c P D 32) 

CaUtwad Fonnerly, when the Marathas were not in these distncts, the revenue 

revenue of tho paiganas around were collected by the Nawab of Surat After 
the Nawab Rustam Ah Khan was killed, Pilaji Gaikwad, the father 
of Damajirao. got a footing m these paiganas, and shortly [got] possession 
of them. At that tune Sohiab Khan, the son of the before-mentioned 
Rustam Ah Khan was Nawab of Surat and Said Wall* was the faujdar 
of the paiganas He often went out of the town and had frequent skir- 
mi^es with Pilaji, and after his [Ptlajt s] death with his son. Damaji, 
tool, the desais of the pajganas and brought them into town, plun 
dered and destroyed the villages, and by these troublesome and dis- 


1 Mir HaCz ud-din was Govetnor ol Surat iioiii 1763 to 1799 Tbis account 
may b« bnedy suminansed as loZIows. Oamait held the Surat pargana on pay- 
ment of Rs 2 36 OOO, besdes amlls wbKh wi& dednettons brought Teg Bakht 
Khan a yearly income of Re 1,00 992 (Gar Bar Stale, I, S50) 

2 He U Sind Velati in tbe GauUeer of the Bareda Stale, I, 450 
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ncretable means recovered six or se^ea bklis ol Rupees. The Sbrathas 
prc%«ited the inhabitants of the town from going out, and night 
and day with tlicir troops made wliat coUeeiions thej could At last 
UiC Marath-as settled with Tegliakht Khan, the Kiladar. who was also 
jotneil by the merchants of the town, and turned the Nawab Sohrab 
Khan out of it Both the Castle and city were then m the possession of 
the Nawab Teg Bakht Khan In that time the Peshwa liad nothing 
to do with these parganas All were under the Gaikwad After the 
abose event of turning out Sohrab Khan, Damajisent for Dajuram.* 
Teg BaLht Khan's Diwan, and told him that, as friendship subsisted 
between the Nawab and him, it was highly improper lliey should dispute 
as to the coUeclton ol the revenues 'Tliecefore he would give a certain 
sum to the Nawab from each pargana. which he must agree to, nr 
two lakhs and thirt)-six thousand Rupees, besides the amils' sukhdi* 
or customary fees ; and gave an order open the sev eral parganas as by 
the under written account In the settling of this business there was not 
any wnting parsed between them, but an onlcr sent to the diRcrent 
parganas tliat, agreeable thereto, the sums were yearly to be paid to the 
Nawab of Surat By the tivourof God.till now f/7S'5] the above agree- 
ment, which was made tn the year 1147 of the Hijra (insw-enng to the 
year 1734’ of the Chnstian era) near fifty Uifcc years ago, has been duly 
attended to 

An aetwfil o/ the ahne trtlled moglat rfvenufs from the pargonat 


Pargana Chorasi 

32.400* 

Kasboh Mota 

850 

Olpad with the 


Kasbob Cardoh 

200 

salt pans . . 

40000 

Paigana lUnsot 

11,600 

„ Kamrc] 

14,100 

„ IHahuva 

5 000 

„ Gandevu 

18 500 


12000 

,, Chikhh 

i5;y50 

Kasbah Vanav 

8500 

„ Pamera 

2050 

l^rgana Temba 

9500 

„ Tetadi 

6000 

,. Bolcsac 

24 750 

,, Galha 

9000 

„ Porchol 

4 500 

Sarbhon 

4,500 

Kasbah Navsan 

2 000 

„ Supa 

4 500 

Pargana Rander 

7 000 

Kadod 

1,050 


„ Haroli 

2,650 


236000 

From whteh the jagtr for 

the CaUU. etc to be deducted, 

nr 



Paigana Temba 



. 9 500 

Kasbah Vanav 



.. 8 500 

Pargana Anklcsvar 



12 000 

Besow and Caiodeh two vnllages in 

the Chonsi . . 

.. 1,975-3 

Pargana Balesar for the tankha for the fleet 

. . 24,750 




56,725.3 


1 In a letter of the 23rd October 1735 he is called Staneckchand 

2 A kind of sueetmeat the fee or peiqaMte which an agent expects the re- 
muneration derived from villages by de^ds 

3 The correct date seems to be 1735 see letter dated 28th December, 1735 

4 Forrest writes Vhsow and Ceuchnd (Torrest Selectioni Maraiha S*rttt 134) 
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On account of fagudan f ro m the presence; 

In Parchol • Bairam Khan’s Jagir . . , . . . . . 4,500 

In Navsan ; Mir SifFul Deen deceased, his jagir . . . . 2,000 

6,500 

The desais’ mams in the parganas ; 7.600 

Some villages and grounds given to persons in the time of 

the Nawab Teg Khan, and which to this tune have been 

given by the Naii-abs <rf Surat in the Qiorasi, etc . . 37,731-2 


By reason of the dail 3 ' increasmg influence of the Mamthas, and in- 
activity of the Governors of the city, the people of the folfoivmg parganas 
pay less than the revenue, and some times, when I can catch the desais. 
1 do get a part : 

In Chikhli .. 6,350 In Kamre] .. 5,100 

In Galha . . 3,000 In Hansot . . 3 000 

17,450 

— 1,20,007-1 


The balance new reeetved by me tst Rupees 1.09,992-3 

1735 Swrat, 23rd Oclcber, 1735 {1734 3$ S F. 6JS) 

Henry Lotether to John ffomc* 

Damaii \Ve had lately had a considerable body of Ganuns in these parts, 
more than usual since the conclusion of peace vntb them, upon Teg Bakht 
Khan's first tatang charge of this gosemment Vanous are the reports 
on this occasion, but v>e arc apt to believe their chief design is to e^‘a(!e 
paying this Governor any future acfcnowlrfgment m heu of the out- 
rents which they have collected from some time The sum iirst stipula- 
ted, anno 1732 was one hkh and mt> thousand Rupees, but has consi- 
derably dinndled since tliat , and noiv they seem inclinable to pay no- 
thing , and the next step wc may expect is a demand from the Gmims 
of part of the sca-customs and other ^e^cnuc3 of the aty Teg Bakht 
Khan sent two mcsocngcrs to Songarh to treat mth Dantajt ; but to this 
time he refuses to see them, but mststs that Manekchand, the Drawn, 
goes up. whois very unmlJmg to trust himself in the hands of theGanuns 
at a time that hostilities seem ready to break out. 

1735 Sural. 20lh October, 1735 {J73S-3C, S T, 679) 

Teg Bakht Khan's Jean 

Tins day at noon Teg Bakht Khan sent the broker to the Chief (as 
ixpicui he apprehended the Ganuns would soon break the peace subsisting 
vbvsGovesvawewt^ twta.keca.5c wvd get In •^h^t gcpods wt bad oat » 
soon as possible At the same timehe summoned all the merchants to 
the I^rbarand gas e them the same notice as well ns the other Duropeans. 

1735 Surat. SnJ Noiember. 1735 {1734-55. S F. CIS} 

.tSiiwJj Henry Leviher to Hugh BtJrreP 

taJ Oar last Idler to j tni bore tUle the 30lh ultimo, and Ust niRht the 
Chief recciseil ^xnir letter to him of the 29th instant, the contents of 


1 John lIorDc, Goveraor cf DontAy. 
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v.IiKh he unm«Iiately ccmnninjcatcd to ns b> wh>ch we are sorry to 
obser. e the success ot the Gamrns ha\e had against the troops of Ahma 
dabad Raja whom they base pursued to the city 

The success we obscrs’C has encoungcd them to send a message Camb^ 
to the Gov emor of Cambay demanding half the customs and m case of 
refusal they will destroy cverythmg by fire and sword and though wc 
don t apprehend tliat it will at once come to thu issue yet wc liave 
m fact complied with your indent of wnrUke stores demanded so far as 
we are able as per list annexed but are at a loss to know wliat you mean 
by a part of the town usually allotted to be defended by the English 
as we have seldom had more than one Company s servant there at a 
tunc vrho m case of any attempt w-ould be of btUc servacc. 

Surat 2rJ ^memh€r ]7i5 (/7J/-d5 S T CIS) 1735 

tienry Larther to John Home 

Our last humble respects to Tour Honour etc bore date the 23rd Danwi 
ultimo and waited on you per Bombay Ketch The 29th Teg Bakht 
Khan sent a message to us advasing us to secure what effects wc might 
have out as soon as possible as he apprehended from a message he had 
received from Damaji the cornmanmng officer of the Canims m thu 
district that hereafter they would not pay this Governor any acknowlcdg 
tnents m lieu of the out rent , and tl so be should be obliged to come 
to an open rupture with them The same notice he gave to the Dutch 
I rench and all the other merchants. 

In this emergency we have consulted persons most convxrsant on Damajx t 
thu affair who advise us to continue arrjing on the mvestment as we #«««««* 
have long since obtainevl a parwanah or leave from the Ganims to prose 
cute it without interruption and thu order they don t think they will 
easily break through 

However wu have given the broker orders to add a further gratuity Friunt 
to them on thu occasion provided he shall deem it necessary and as m 
thu we have prosecuted the same steps with others in hke circumstances 
we hope it will meet with \ our Honour &C3 s satufaction 

Surat Snd November 1735 {173S^G S F ei!f) »735 

The Chief received a letter thu day per pattemar from Mr Hugh Cambay 
Bidwell dated Cambay the 29th ultimo advising tliat the Ganims have ^"grr 
drove the Raja back to Ahmadabad and sent a message to the Nawab 
[o/ Cambay) to demand one half of hu customs of sea and land and if 
he did not comply therewith they would destroy everything by fire and 
sword That the Nawab sent him a message to put the Factory in a good 
defence and to provide a sufficient numb^ of sepoys to defend the part 
of the town, usually asu-gcied to the English 

That the Governor \Teg Bakht Khan) wrrotc a letter to the HonTile mqvest 
the President of Bombay desiring some gun powder (he had remitted a /ormt<ni 
bill of one thousand Rupees for that purpose) and ffiat he had himself 
taken that opiwrtunity to advise the Hon ble President that he had 
wrote the Oiief for one of the gallivats and to let him know the danger 
thej were in m case the Ganims should approadi and desired to have 
the foUowmg ammunitions and warlike stores sent him 
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He Bakht KJtan\ desired the Chief if any of these articles were 
in the Factory to send them to him and the gaUivat particularly the guns 
and gun powder being in great want of they having only their own 
fowling pieces to defend thenisel\es. 

He advises he had already hired ten sepoys extraordinary and 
if the enemy approaches he w^ be obliged to hire more 

Amt Answered the letter the Chief received jesterday from Sir Hugh 
tupplud Bidwell (which we forwarded by a b^t in order to reach the sloop at 
the Bar) advised him that we are sony to observe the success the Gamms 
have had against the Raja of Ahmadahad and although we did not 
apprehend they would come at once to excute their threatenings bj 
putting everything to sword and fire jet we had complied with part of 
his mdent 

TroubU At the same tune wrote to the HonTile the President and Council 
esputid of Bombay to advise them of the message sent the 29th ultimo from 
Teg Bakht Khan and that he apprehend^ from an other he has receiv 
ed from Damaji the commanding officer of the Gamms m this distnct 
they would not pay him any further acknowledgment m heu of the out 
rents which would oblige him to come to an open rupture which notice 
he gave the Dutch and French and all the other merchants That we 
had on this emergent consulted the most conversant persons oo these 
aflairs who advised us to continue carrjing on the investment aswehave 
obtained long since a parwanah or leave from the Gamms to pro^e^ute 
it Without interruption which order they don t think they would easily 
break 

TfdJg We also advised of our having dispatched the 30th ultimo the sloop 
umaft toCambaj tobnngdown what goods may be ready in [lht\ ivarcliouse 
and of the letter tlie Chief received yesterday from Xlr IJ dwell a copy 
thereof wu sent them enclosed with our answer thereto of this date 
and that in case the Governor came to an open rupture with the Gamms 
under such constant uncertainty they may readily judge how unsafe 
It IS carrying on any bus ne»s at present and how liable we are to acet 
dents from continual skirmishes between the Gamms and the Kings 
soldiers 

1735 Surai SClH Bo’etnbtf 173S 5 F C/5) 

Henry Lovther to John Horne 

PaTjeenaii ln ®ur rcspecls of the 2nd instant we advased \ our Honour ftca 
muUfi of the dispute that w-as hkcly to happen between the Gamms and this 
Avd rJimiwb »t fJtmo rn^vriJ to crmfiniw raryyjxiff rw fiir 
investment in hopes of the parwanah vit had obtained viould be sufTaent 
to secure those goods from any liann yet vve could not help remarking 
1 ow httie tJepcndcnce is to be had upon any engagements entered into 
wath the Gamms since they had f irnly agreed to pay this Covemor 
one hundred and sixtj thousand Rupees annually in 1 cu of the out 
rents and now fall quite oB from that engagement and would poj no* 
thing* which gave room for ll c reflection wv made o( Iheir perfdious 
proceedings in general words 
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Surat J2tk Decmher 173i {1734 -35 S F 61S^ >735 

Utrry Lotrther to John Home 

LaU Sadanda returned irom Sonparh and has adjusted the Got er Treaty 
nor s rc^enue for the ensuing jear wi^ the Ganims on the same terms 
as last jear and has also brought back with him Ituliammad Husam 
who has been obliged to pay about thirty thousand Rupees for hiS 
release. 

Surat 2Slh December 1735 (1730 P D 9D) 1735 

Surat to Bombay 

The Ganims and the Goiemment are come to terms tor the division Ptaee 
of the out rents of the lands and it is said the Governor has accepted 
of a less sum than they paid him last year 

Surat 22nd January 1730 {1735^6 S F 619) 1736 

Henry Loirther to John Horne 

Our mvestment has for these few daj’s been quite at a stop that is Trade 
such a part of it as is earned on m the out parts owing to a consider 
able party of the Ganims belonging to Umabat • who are m this rie ghbour 
hood and till they return no buWess can be earned on in safety 

5Hr<i< 22ni February 1736 (fr35-Jd S F 5/5) 1738 

Jamet Hope'* to John Horne 

Yesterday a party of the Ganims that are without came ve^ near A mat ef 
the town wall to plunder the people that had fled from the adjacent 
villages which causing the Government s people to fire a gun from the 
town wall on them which he said killed five people and the Govern 
men! inunediately dispatched the Bakh^i veith some forces to attack 
them when a small skirmish ensued m which five or six ef the Govern 
ment people were wounded and about as many on the other side This 
as yet has not caused any stop of provisions or anything else coming into 
the town and we are m hopes notwithstanding this little breach means 
will be found to put a stop to anytbmg further happening These forces 
belong to Umabai s son who is not satisfied with the adjustment his 
mother is making with Damaji 

Bombay 2Sth February 1736 {1763 P D 9A) 1736 

James Hope to John Home 

That there had been a small skimush between the Governor s people sk rm sh 
and the Gamins who are near the town but as the Ganims had not 
stopped provis ons from coming into town they did not apprehend that 
anj^hing farther would happen 

Surat 7th March 1738 {1735 36 S F 619) 1736 

No English translation of (he finnan of the late 'Ring raruih F rman 

sivar \ni‘* 1719] appearmg m these roisters the following one was 
thought proper by tie supervisor to be entered hereafter whereto re- 
course can be had as occasion shall serve 


t Umatai, the w dow of the Smapati had joined Damaj to avenge Pilaj s 
murder From the letter dated 12th December I73S it u probable that DamaJI 
was the commaodicg officer of the frfaiatba fowes operating tn Surat distnct 
2 James Hope Chief at Surat. 
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TranslaU 0/ the Surat firman * 

Know all jagirdars faujdars karkuns curodiz [?] rahdars cuspadores 
that are or ever shall be of the ports of Ahmadabad Surat and Camba} 
that His Majesty has been pleas^ m these good days m which Mr John 
Surman and Coja Saron agents for the English Nation represented that 
their merchandise was custom free m aU his ports (except that of 
Surat) where it paid in the time of Shah Jahan tivo per cent in the reign 
of Aurangzeb three and half per cent and m the reign of Bahadur Shah 
two and a half per cent wdiich still continued and that the Government 
of said Surat ill treated them and oppressed them for which reason they 
had for three years past earned on no trade at that port that in the 
Go\ emment of Bihar Onssa they paid no duties and that m the kingdom 
of Bengal the said duties or customs were commuted into a present of 
three thousand Rupees annually paid by them wherefore they petitioned 
that as m other ports their customs were changed into anmm presents 
those of Surat should be granted them m the like manner for which 
they promised the sum of ten thousand Rupees His Jfajesty has been 
pleased to order that in consideration of this promise of an annual sum 
of ten thousand Rupees the same shall be accepted that there shall 
be no trouble or impediment given them and that all the merehandise 
they shall have brought ashore by themselves or their agents shall 
be suffered to pass mthout hindrance or vexation whatever and that 
in whatsoever part any of their effects shall be robbed there shall be all 
diligence and care to seize and punish the robbers and the effects shall 
be redelivered to the English and wherew they establish their factones 
they shall be favoured and assisted in the sales and purchases of their 
merchandise and if any merchant or other person whatever shall be 
their debtor they shall be made to pay them m justice and there shall be 
no wronger injury suffered to bedooethem or those emploj’ed by them 

They have likewise represented that the Governors and their Diwans 
demanded the original finnan and orders by which means they suffered 
great trouble and vexation m deUvenng in the originals wherefore 
they requested that their business might be ordered to be transacted 
by copies attested with tbe seal of the kazi and that the said Diwans 
should not demand of them either the onginal firmans or Coiemors 
orders They have likewise r ep r e se nted that whereas in the Island of 
Bombay the Portuguese coins were current and that in Chinapatam 
[ll/adras] were comed moneys with His Majesty s stamp they might has e 
the same liberty of coinage and a mint at Bombay 

They hkcwise represented that the Hon 'hie Company s servants 
being their debtors absented themselves therefore they requested 
that it might be ordered that such might be seized and dehvered to their 
Factors 

They likewise represented that the faujdars and others put hardship 
upon them by imposing diverse duties wherefore they requested that 
His Majesty would please to give c»ress orders that no trouble of any 
sort shoidd be given them WTieretore His Majesty has been pleased 
to order that the copies 0/ a firman and Governors orders attest^ with 
the knzt s seal shall be esteemed and received as authentic 

1 Tbft Surat factors seem to have cberatied the forlorn hope that this finnao 
nught induce Dsmsj aad other Mantha teders cot to trouble them. 
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Thit in the Island of Bombay they may com moneys wath the stamp 
as in other pbces that an> of their servants being their debtor and 
absenting hunseU shall be seued and deliiered to their Tactors and 
that no iaujdars or others shall presume to molest or trouble them 

They lm\e likeivTse represented that m Bengal Bihar Onssa there is 
a factory of the Ilonble Eng]i*h Company and as they might find it 
fitting to settle their factories in other places they prayed that His 
llajesty would grant them the favour of space forty bighas of land for 
their building 

The} hkewnse represented that when their ships by misfortune of 
a storm or acandenl were lost upon the coasts of any ol His Majest} s 
dominions the Governors seiaed forcibly the eQects of such ships and 
some claimed a quarter part His ^^a)csty has been pleased to order 
that as m other places theEnghdi shall base ground granted them to 
build their factories upon and that in the laskhar as m other ports they 
shall have liberty to carry on their trade and having finnans of an 
anaent date Jor all possible favour to be shown them His Majesty 
orders that all ships that shall be wrecked their efiects shall be taken 
cate of and returned them and that in everythmg else their business 
shall be earned on according to the tenor of this firman without their 
being obliged to have neiv orders eiery year 

S«r«t m Match 1735 (173W7 S T 622) 173 ^ 

James Hope to John Home 

Our broker Jagannath and his whole tnbe are gone out of the city ^ 
and are encamps withm the outerwalls as are generally other castes onut 
m general we suppose to prevent the Ganuns by such an appearance 
of people from makmg any attempt on the town In the general 
confusion business is at a standstill 

Sural J3th April 1737 (1735-37 S F 622) 1737 

James Hope to John Horne 

The Ganuns who we advised Your Honour etc were encamped jHaraiAat 
without this aty and removed two mdes farther have since removed reire 
twenty miles farther oB 

Bombay 14th May 1737 (1737 PD lOA) 1737 

James Hope to John Home 

They [the Chief and Council] say they had been very pressing with pgg, gj 
Boman Patel for preparing the families of weavers for this Island but Maraiias 
he teptesentmg theie was no cotton yam provided to set them at work 
and pretending that they were unwilling to come on account of the 
Marathas they must defer getting them to us till after the rams 
SKraf 23Td May 1737 {273W7, 5 F 62^ ,737 

James Hope to John Home 

Letters came m the l5tb instant from the Dutch and others at jtkmada 
Ahmadabad advising that theBhandan hadagreedtosurrendcrthatplace bad 
to Momin Khan but later letters [state] they were only treating about it 


1 Itataosiog Bhandait tbe deputy of AUiaisiog refused to snirender Ahina 
dsbad to Momia Kban wben the utterwasappomted V ceroyol Gujsiat Ihere- 
opon Moioin Klian made fnends w th Damajt and captured the c ty of Ahaniada 
ba^ The anthonty over the aty was divided between the two confederates (dor 
Bar SlaU I 447) 



No 3 QUARREL BETWEEN JAGANNATH LALDAS AND 
THE SURAT FACTORS (1737— 1738) 


^HE following extracts from the Surat Factory Diary for 

J 737 deal almost exclusively wilh Jagannath Laldas and 
his brother Govindas For four generations their family’ bad 
been in the Company's service, whence Jagannath was dismis- 
sed probably towards the beginning of 1737» being indebted 
to the Company in the sum of £40, 000, The honesty of the 
dismissed broker is not discussed here. It is sufficient to state 
that he was at least as honest as those by whom he was 
surrounded (Cas. Bom^Pres. II, 112, note). 

The extracts here given clearly evidence Daman's 
growing power, m as much as t (a) the brokers’ family under 
Damajt's protection were not interfered by those who were 
most anxious to confiscate their goods ; (b) T eg Bakht Khan 
did not venture in any way to oppose Damaji j (c) and the 
English were as powerless as Teg Bakht Khan, and they 
ended by paying Dama^i a large sum of money, so that their 
trade might not be interfered with. 

When read from the standpoint of the Gaifcwad's grow- 
ing power, these extracts assume an historical importance 
which causes the money squabble between the Surat Factors 
and Jagannath Laldas to dwindle into comparative msigni- 
ficance. 


DOCUMENTS 


1737 Bombas 23yd Apfil 1737 (2737 P D lOA) 

Jamts Rope lo John Horne 

Broiers The GanuiJS also threaten togivethem [the Chef and Council} all the 
/om ly hindrance they can while Jagannath and Govindas are kept under con 
finement and for these services it is said the late brokers have promised 
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them fifty thousand Rupees They made complaint to the Go\emor 
of this interruption in carrying on their business whereupon he 
sent a messenger to the Ganims who returned with their promi«e that 
neither the English or any other o! the merchants should meet with any 
molestation from them m future since when tbej [the Chef and Coitn 
eif] heard that Matiurdas and Gocult^s Patel were gone to Damap (the 
commanding officer of the Ganims in those prrts) from whom they 
expect rehei and our Gentlemen say that according as their complaints 
are listened to by him or others as powerful they may expect to con factors 
tmue m quiet or be disturbed m their trade but they desire our orders proposals 
how to act m case theu- business continues to be interrupted as they 
intimate that it wall be a great disgrace to the English namely to suffer 
such msults and their business to be stopped by the dependants of a 
discarded broker deeply indebted to their ilastcrs and they say the 
lenity that has been used towards that family has m some degree en 
couraged them and their followers to conceal their effects and accounts 
and thus endeaxour to embarrass the Hon'ble Company s affairs and 
they say the evil counsel if not the example of their pretended fnends 
has had great mfiwrwct vnth them and Govmdas assures the merchants 
that by their interest and sobatations in England our proceedings against 
them wall bo disapproved and strenuous orders be sent in their behalf 
by the shipping m August next As to the brokers tbemsehes they 
[iht Chef and CouhciQ say they have our orden before them but ngamst 
their dependants who molest them and prerent the currency of their 
business they are at a loss 1 ow to prccced lest they bnng on tbemsehes 
greater troubles before they receive our orders and though they are 
unwilling to propose anything that may divert a part ol our force at this 
juncture yet they hint that the appearance of a galley or a Europe 
ship at tl e Bar (before the merchants ships return from the Red Sa) 
would be the most effectual step for bnngutg them to reason as not 
only the Government but the merchants in general would then heartily 
interfere and compel the late brokers to surrender their books and effects 
and finally adjust with their cred tors They should also then have an 
opportunity to show a just resentment at ibe behavnour of the Gamm 
shroff who insolently took upon hun the protection of Jagannath s 
wife and hte conducted her out of the toivn with her jewels and mov 
ables of vxilue Whether he may be said to be xnswerable for what wis 
so earned away they leave to us but they think some notice should 
be taken thereof lest the discharguig of a servant who is a debtor to 
the Company be thought a sufTcient reason to make off wxtli their effects 
take the protection of those that wiH grve it them and oppose and obs- 
truct their cotnmcrtc thinking fnwn a neglect in the present case they 
have not power to chastM them 

Surat 4 h June 1757 {1735-57 S T S'**) im 

James Hope to John Ilome 

The Ganims to whom wc infonncd Tour Honour etc a messenger Appiolia 
was gone out from this Govetnoe to complain of the uis ilt offered him 
by their interrupting of the trade of th^ place and sci_jng of the Parsis 
etc ma le htlle scruple in grantmg the r usual passport to the inhabi 
tants in general and promtscvl that neither the Engli h nor any others 
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should meet with the least molestation for the future, since which il 
IS reported that Manurdas and Goculdas Patel are gone to Damaji at 
Songarh about thirty miles distant m the %vay to Aurangbad from whom 
they expect relief , and acoirdmg as their complaint is heard by him 
or others as powerhil we may hope to contmue in quiet, or be disturbed 
in the free exercise of our commerce 

Ahmada The surrender of Ahmadabad to Bfomm Khan is no longer dispu- 

bad ted whose officers took possesion the 2jth ultimo' , and the same e\ en- 
ing the Mar Raja’s people marched out , which change gives the mer- 
chants of this aty great hopes that its trade will soon be revived , and 
we diall be glad of the opportunity to confirm hereafter such agreeable 
news 

1737 Surat. 28th June, 1737 {1735 37. S F 622) 

James Hope to J^n Home 

Sale in- Since our last we have been chiefly emplojed m selling the late 
iurbtd brokers’ goods and effects at public outcry, which in general went off at 
extraordmary pnces the whole (exclusive of the jewels which we propose 
to sell in a day or two) amounting to about Rs 27 000, as near as we can 
compute , but during this sale hall Domini a noted incendiary and an 
agent of that family was very industrious to interrupt us by preventing 
the merchants and other* from being present . ivho finding his advice 
had little eSect on the second day of the sale caused an anonymous 
letter to be dropped near the Factory directed to Lath Sesunler iLaljt 
Shankar^] andManeckji warning [tArm^oftheillconsequencesthatniignt 
attend their interfering therein . and a day or two after, a paper m the 
Gentoo language was affixed on our notification at the Factory gate 
to this purport that our broker robbed tbe house of Laldas and brought 
away boxes of jewels and other things to the amount of several lakhs, 
the mo<t valuable of which be bad kept to himself and delivered the 
remainder only to us , accusing him alro of buying things at one fourth 
part of tbcir value , all which he must expect to answer for 

These libels some inlorm o* arc the handwnting of I,all Domini , 
and from our knowledge of him we believe there is not another a this 
city tliat would have dared to have oOered us so gross an affront We 
immediately complained thereof to the Governor, demanding justice 
against the author, or that he would give us leave to take our ovm satis- 
faction for tbe abuse, but threatening letters coming m from Damaji 
to whom we informed Your Honour, etc Manonlas and Goculdas Patel 
were gone the Governor desiied we vvmild have a little patience . and 
nothing has been done therein , and considering how strict our Hon ble 
blasters orders are forbidding us to engage m anv disputes vvitliout T our 
Ilonour&cas-conscntfirsfhad wcarevery loth to undertake the punish- 
ing that insolent fcllovr Yet if the Govemment shall continue to 
deny us the satisfaction ue require we hope liour Honour, etc wiU not 

] WaUon >Utn that Alimadaliad waa captumt by Momln KKm in 1733 
I rom the Surat DUry it U that 1737 li the cofrcct date wt kh li al*a given 
b> Grant DufI Uliih^ry of IS* VoStaUat I 465) who atatm that tie tltf waa 
caitured on the COth Maj 17T7 Tlie Homb«> aenbe wrote tie 26th Jtay IWl 
Grant UuU misread 20 instead of 26 or did the Comlay cop}-ut write 29 instead of 
207 
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disapprove of our rrsertirjj the m)ar} in the nun'’er it deserves , for 
utvl'^s proper rotu:e w lilen of tlu» and «\«i the least irwuU our for 
beanree wU ereounge everj idle person to enter nto ahals to embar* 
rass the Hon hie Companj s a Cam an 1 bnng our nation into the utmost 
contempt and dension , and at J'^gth otir residence here wiU be of 
Jittls un|>oftarce 

Wlifn Damajis letters ome in for the Cosemor per Hiwan the itjmjjit 
Chief alio received one from him n copj whereof goes rnclovd for \ our 
Honour Arcs s notice ind although 1 e threatens to giv e distLrbancc to 
this place if vre wnll not rel«se the tvw brother* deliver faclw their poods 
and restore that famih to the brokers oflicc wc are not under any ap- 
prehensions that he wnll put has tliieats in execution liehcvnnp tliat from 
the answers that are gone he will not longer countenance such unreason 
able complaints. 

iJomf-ay JOlh July 1737 {1737. P D lOB) 1"37 

Jamtt Ifo^ ta John Home 

Received a letter* from the Chief and Factrits at Sunt dated the SsltJ i 
27th ultimo adviimg that they have sold sundrj poods and effects of 
the late iiTokers which went oil at very good pnecs the whole amounting 
to about twentj-seven thous.ind Rupees but that donng the sale LiU 
Donum a noted mcendury and an agent of the bte brokers family 
had done h« endcavoun to prevent the merchants coming to the sale 
and finding htmscH diMppomle«l caused an anonymous letter to be 
dropped near the I actoty vhrecteil to SAanftarl and Maneckp 
warning themof the ill con*e»iuences lltat might attend tlieif interfering 
therein and a paper was affixed on their notifiation at the Factory 
Kite to the followuig purport That the broker liad robbed the house o! 

Laldas and brought away boxes or jewTb and other things to the V'aluc 
of several lakhs the most v-aluable of which he had kept for himself 
and delivered only the remainder to the Chief and factors that he also 
bought things at one fourth mrt of their value all which he must expect 
to answer for ’ The Gentlemen say some people inform tliem these 
libels are the handwriting of ball Domini and they immediately com 
plained of the insult to the Governor and demanded justice or that he 
would gave them leave to take their own satufaction but threatening Dawajv s 
letters that instant coming in from fhinuji the Governor desired them 
to have patience and nothing lias been done but they observe that 
unless proper notice is taken of this and even the least insult our nation 
vsill be I rought into contempt and dcnsion The Chief has received a 
letter from Damaji threatening to pvc disturbance to the place unless 
the late brokers arc released and restorwl to their office and all their 
goods delivered back but from the answer sent him they arc not ap- 
prehensive that he will put his threats m e'recution 

That it LI talked the Ganims design to build a fortification m order 
to command that nver which should they set about tlie Government 
will apply for our assistance agauistthcoi The Gentlemen therefore 
desire us to furnish them with a proper answer m this case 


1 Thu letter U partly a rn<nit on b t It coaUlnsan add ti<>nal detail because 
it ap^fiea ITamaji » thmtcning attitude 
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1737 Bo nhay 12lh July 1737 {1737 P D lOB) 

Ai a Consullaiton 

ResoJuitcm As to the Ganjms mtentions of budding’ a redoubt on the nver 
they must represent to the Governor the iD consequences that ^v^ll attend 
the trade of the city if such a thing be permitted and if that wiU not 
induce him to pre\ ent it they must desire he will excuse our mterfenng 
as w e luve other more pressmg occasions to employ our sea force besides 
the unreasonableness of his expectation that we should be at any trouble 
or expense in defendmg his port 

1737 Surat 1st July 1737 {1737 35 S F 624) 

James Hope to John Home 

Dama}! In our address of the 19th instant we advised Your Honour etc 
interferes tjjg threatening letters then come m from Damaji m behalf of the late 
brokers which obliged this Goiemor to forbear giving us the satisfac- 
tion we required and soon after Its dispatch the Chief received a second 
letter in somewhat a milder stram from whence wc believed we should 
not have heard more of it But on the 22nd instant lifanurdas Laldas 
sent ui seventeen letters directed to the principal merchant** settuig 
forth their fidehty to the Hon ble Company and complaining of the la 
justice we have done them by robbing their bouse and carrying away 
goods to the amount of several lakhs thereby committing such a robbery 
or zulm as had not been heard of in the memory of man subnuttisg 
their case to the merchants who under God had authonty to examine 
thereinto and that as he had w-ntings under the Company s hands 
from their examination it would appear whether the Hon ble Company 
were mdebted to them or they to the Hon 'ble Company 

In this he is supported by Damaji who the next day also wrote to 
this Governor and sent circubr letters to the Dutch French and Portu 
guese and other pnnapal merchants of this city acquamting them that 
a Furope ship was arrived at Bombay on which a jwrson was come to 
enquire into our proceedings against the brokers and that for our justi 
ficatian we yi ere getting the merchants tossgna certificate that what we 
had done was with Govindas s consent wl ich he warned them against, 
threatening if they dtd grant one to 'eek revenge 
Suroi Your Honour and Counal mav be pleased to observe from this 
views that as they will not acknowledge themselves mdebted to the Hon'hle 
Company far Jess can it be thought that they will quit their pretended 
claim on them for the adjustment of the Child s family account and on 
the other hand it appears plain that they me so fcir from thinking that 
any orders are come in their disfavour that they have assured Damaji 
that a person is come abroad purposely to enquire mto our conduct 
and state their accounts m the manner they woufd have them which 
IS la^nng a foundation for infinite trouble to be given us and is a sufTici 
ent reason for the justice wc demand of this Government being dclaj ed 
It IS not very material to saj whether Damaji is influenced by any 
present Manurdas may have made or whether that he is glad of the 
opportumtj to quarrel with this Government that he thus espouses 
the late brokers against us. However U h'ls alarmed this Government 
as well as the merchants some m that it maj occasion a general stop- 
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pape to trade and others in that th«> ha\e been supporting that family 
against us and may now suffer by their imprudence We Imc no less 
reason to be abrmed and mc must depend upon Your Honour, etc. to 
take care of us 

Surai Utjul^.mi [mi 'P t> lOTC) Y7Tn 

James lle^e to John Ucme 

That nothing has been left undone to induce the Goiemment io T D 
oblige the late brokers to make a iiir surrender cf their books and the ‘ 
remamder of their effects but the Coiemor is so timorous that little 
effectual is to be expected from him till some force appears at the Bar, 
since the letters that come m from Damajt furnish him mth a sufficient 
plea to evade doing them justice and the reports which ate oftentimes 
raised by the brokers agent* lieing more prexulent mth many people 
there than anythuig they can say to the contrary occasions some infer 
ruption and delaj to the business in hand 

But as the Chief now mforms the President of a person at Bombay Surat 
who has kept a large correspondence that may be highly prcjudicul to tnms 
the Hon tie Company s affairs and particularly to the adjustment of the 
late brokers accounts an exemplary puiudiment given him might deter 
others from the like practice They promise to make the best use of 
tbepowerswe haiegnenthem when the ships come to the Bar and 
if in the meantime Damaji can be prevailed on to fotbear espcuslngthe 
late brokers the Goiemor they say wiU be brought readily to give 
them satisfaction As Jagonnath refuses to give any du%ct answer 
concemiflg the debts due to hi$ family from some of the dependants of 
the Government which were to be cleared by an annual allowance for 
their setVKCs they will (with our permission when their late books arc 
adjusted) settle that point m the most equitable manner that for the 
reasons before giien they don t thmk it prudent to proceed to caU the 
brokers debtors to a stnet account t31 they have some force to counten 
ance their proceedings but they xviU forthwith appoint a person to re* 
cover what is outstanding at Delhi though they wish we had settled the 
gratuity or salary the person must have as nothing of that kind can be 
done without an expense 

Bomlay J2lh August 1737 [1737 P D lOB) 1737 

James Hope to John Home 

Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat dated the jagatmaih 
29th July advising tliat since the dispatch of their last the Chief bad defended 
received letters from Datnaji wrote in somewhat a milder stram 
than bis first But on the 22nd llanurdas sent m seventeen 
letters directed to the pnnapal merchants setting forth the fidehty 
of the late brekers to the Company and complaining of the mjustice 
done them in taking good* out of tbetr house to the amount of several 
lakhs which he terms such a robbery as had not been heard of in the 
memory of man submitting their rase to the merchants that a« he had 
wntings from the Company from their examination it would appear who 
were the debtors the Company or lus lamiiy 

T1 at Damaji at the same tune sent letters to the Governor the Euro- 
peans and other merchants acquainting them that a Europe ship was 
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am% cil at on whom a pcixon wns come to enquire mto the pro- 

ceedmp against the ble broker^ and tlial the Gentlemen were getting 
llic merchants to sign a certificate that what thc> had done was wnth 
Go\andass consent which he warned them against and tfircatened 
if the) dll to seek rc\enge 

On which the Ccntlemcn oliscrre that as the laic brokers wall not 
acknowledge ihcmscKcs indebted to the Compon\ hr less can it be 
thought they will quit their pretended cUim on them for the adjustment 
of the Childs fimily account and they say that President PhipjK and 
Counal having gi\cn Lallis a discharge on passing his bond for Kupces 
one hundred sixty thousand two hundred and six two quarters and 
forty four rcas as the balance due to the llonlile Company for their 
purchase ol the Child s family demands upon him without taking a 
counterpart was an unfair and unprecedented transaction which 
tc^cthcr wath the repeated promises of some of the Hon Tile Company s 
late servants to get that family rulress Iws occasioned their being 
threatened and likely to be embroiled on all sides. 

That the merchants have by the Governor s orders returned proper 
answxrs to the bcforc-mwitioncd letters purporting tliat our demands 
were just yet if ^Ianurdas Iiad any WTiting under the hands of the 
English as he pretended that he should either send it or come and 
adjust their accounts that the demanding a certificate was false but 
that if such a thing had been tendered to any of them they should write 
so and the Governor himself added that if Damaji would not give 
credit to what he wrote he desired he might not be farther troubled 
about such wortliless people 

That the 2Sth the Chief waited on the Governor to remonstrate 
***" our grievances and demand redress who promised full satisfaction at 
a convenient juncture but while they and wc arc threatened from Court 
as well as by the Ganims and besides that Momin fCban had resolved 
upon coming to Surat after the rains the Governor desired that the 
brokers affairs might be dropped for seme tune concluding with a promise 
of gratifying us in every thing we bad or should ask for concluding of 
the late brokers affairs and the better carrying on of our business m 
future 

These promises they soon found served to introduce a request /or 
our assistance not only to prevent the Ganuns from fortifying on the 
nver but to defend the Bar against them and Mooun Khan in case 
either of them should attempt to distress the aty by aw naval arma 
xnents they might set forth from Coga or Cambay (the Ganims having 
been some time in possession of the former) 

And our Gentlemen not to disgust them promised to vmte to us 
for orders on this occasion telling them that if the other Europeans 
and the rest of the merchants vrould join and make it one common cause 
they did not doubt but vve would permit them to come mto the confede 
racy and though they are sensible of the occasion we have to employ 
our force otherways yet as the Government seem resolved to break 
with the Ganims unless Damajt will give up the cause of the late brokers 
they will ever be upbraiding the <£ief etc that they have quarrelled 
on our account and they shall have no quiet until we gratify them 
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Thej say that if Momin Khan ^ould aime against the place they Siiuat on 
shall be vcrj careful to learn whether he does it bj authonty from the " 

King lest showing a disobedience to the King s orders they bring onr 
firmans in question In case of anj tumnlt or disturbance happening 
they say they are but ill provided and therefore they mdented for sundry 
stores and desire we will supply them m any other manner we think 
suitable to their present circumstances that though their peons ate 
not much to be depended on jet \nth them they haie been obliged to 
Keep a strict watdi on a report that was spread that the Ganims assisted 
by some in ton-n designed to break through their factorj wall to take 
away Govmdas and though this design has not been cjceoitcd jet 
those people are not sparing of their threats against the brokers and some 
of them for the recovery of the small part of the late brokers effects 
that ha% e been made sale of and wbatever fll turn our affairs may take 
they saj they may safely impute it to the evil council given to I^das s 
sons by some of those who are gone to England and they take occasion 
hereupon to remark the different bdiaviour ol the Rustam family when 
they were displaced. 

Surat 6th August 1737 (1737-38 S F C24) 1737 

James Hope <o John Horne 

In due tune H wc ate not intemipted by Damaji who continues to Datnaj* 
threaten us and our dependants cspeci^y the broker and Lalla Si Sancar 
as Ycur Honour etc may please to ot«crve from the copy of his last 
letter to them which gees herewith and came enclosed m one to the 
Chief The late brokers and their advisers had and still have other 
thmgs lo view and Danu]i is glad of the opportunity of filing bis own 
coffers by depriving this Governor ol the revenues due to him 

As Your Honour etc are pleased to repeat your desire to haiethe Salt 
sale of jewels deferred a httle longer we shah comply therewith yrt 
if the heavy rams had not prevented the merchants and others from 
meeting we should have disposed of them and we should now choose 
to do it because every such delay is by some taken to be the effect of 
our fears in compliance with Damaji s threats and on the other h^d 
we may \enture to assure Your Honour etc. that as long as Damaji 
appears on behalf of the late brokers they or their fnends wiU be so 
far from redeeming them or give you any other satisfaction that they 
expect Damaji will so distress this place and raise so great a clamour 
against the English that we shall cither to obliged to quit the place 
if we may be permitted so to or surrender what'oover we have got be 
longing to them 

These measures it is said were concerted by Jagannath and Damaji Jagan 
before the former took a resolution to go to Bombay and it is also con 
fidently reported that since bis confinement he or his friends have by 
the Brahmans frequently corresponded with his brother at Songarh 
directed him what steps to take and by all means to press Damaji etc 
to support the family against us and Your Honour must not be surpns 
ed il you beard of some messenger craning into town from Court to de- 
mand restitut on in behalf of the late brokers We have some reason 
to believe such a thing is in agitation and il this Governor should e ther 
be awed by the threats of Damaji or the threats he may receive from 
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Court, Your Honour, etc cannot be long in determining what will be 
the consequence thereof 

1737 Bombay. 15th August, 1737 {1737, P D lOB) 

At a ConsiiUalion 

Resolu Read the letter from Surat of the 29th July, received the I2th in- 
tim slant, as per extract preceeding this Consultation 

And considering of that part of their letter which sets forth the 
apprehensions the Gov emor is under on account of the (^nims and that 
he desires our assistance against them \4e are very sensible of the many 
other services for which we have room to apprehend we shall want our 
force , yet as the Surat Governor will plead that he quarrels with the 
Gamms purely on our account, we are afraid he will not permit us to 
remam m quietress unless we coroplj with hu, request , and if the 
other Europeans and merchants can be prevailed upon to enter into the 
confederacy we cannot well refuse , in this case therefore it is agreed 
that we give the Gentlemen permission to join m defence of the city 
and that we dispatch the Rose Galley to the Ear as soon as she can be 
got in readmess with a detachment of two serjeants two corporals and 
twenty four European soldiers any part of whom the (^ntlemen may 
land, if they find it necessary so to do for the defence of the Factory 

1737 Botnhit^ SSth August 1737. {1737. P D JOB) 

James Hope to John Home 

Danaji One from the Chief and Factorsat Surat dated the 7th instant acknow* 

tnttr/mt ledgmg the receipt of our* of the I4(h ultimo and advising that Bamaji 
had actually stopped one hundred and five cargos of dutties of the invest* 
ment, which lay ready at Navsan and they have little hopes of sending 
ns any chintzes this year, that he still continues his threats against 
them and the dependants of the Factory, especially the broker and Lalla 
Si Sanher 5 but they say thev are so far from thinking they ought to 
make any concessions or part wfh anything in their possession belong 
mg to the late brokers on account of such threatenmgs that we ne^ 
not have cautioned them ui that respect . and the Chief in answer to a 
letter be received from Dama|i declared that the two brothers on failure 
of other means shall answer m their persons for the damages that may 
accrue to the HonTjle Company or other servants on account of the steps 
taken to recover Laldas s debt , that the English would give up nothmg 
that was their due , and that the shortest way to make all parties easy 
was for him or some other of the brokers’ fnend» to pay their debt, which 
at a proper time could be made to apprar by accounts and bonds under 

FeaoTi theirhands ThatagreeaHetoourmtimationtbeyshoulddeferthe sale of 
tnro!* the late brokets’ jewels, tbou^ they say every such delay is by some con- 
strued as the eflect of their fears . and they add that as Jong as Damaji 
appears on behalf of the fate brokers the> or their fnen^ will be so 
far from ledeeimng them , that they expect Damaji will so distress the 
place and raise so great a clamour against the English that they shall be 
obliged to quit the place or surrender the effects belonging to them , 
and it IS said those measures were concerted by Jagannath and Damaji 
before the former took a resolution to go to Bombay , and he has now by 
his fnends a frequent correspondence with his brother at Songarh ; 
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and the Gentlemen saj they ha\ e some reason to expect a messenger vnll 
be sent from Coort to demand restitution in behalf of the late brokers , 
and il the Go\ emor should be awed by any orders he may rccci\ c or by 
Pamajis threats wc cannot be long in determining what will be the 
consequences That at present the Go\emor gixes them hopes he wall 
do them justice , but should they absolutely refuse to assist him against 
the Ganims in case they proceed to stop up the port, the clamour of 
the multitude against them would be \eiy great when provisions came 
to be scarce and dear and the justice of our demands or any other reasons 
will little as'ail tmvards the quieting of an enraged and desperate people , 
and they now propose that we either accept of the promises the Governor 
has made to do our Emploj*cra justice at a convenient opportunity and 
in some measure to comply with his request to assist him against the 
Ganims by sea or that we forthwith send a proper force to the Bar and 
empower them to act by themselves some of them retirmg on board 
and not permittmg of any trade lUl they have got full satisfaction for the 
Honble Company The last they esteem the most cflcctual though 
they observe it will appear very odd after the fair promises the Governor 
has made to proceed to hostilities and stop the trade of the port 

Sural Slh StfUmUr. 1737 (1737, P D lOfl) 

Jamn JJope lo John Herne 

That, notwithstanduig their own and the merchants representation 
of their own and application to Damaji they have not been able to pre 
vail on him to contradict the orders be had given for detaining our in 
vestment at Kavsan Theymtimatethat unlesswewillpcrmit of theirap 
plying to the Government for giving Govmdav corporal punishment (which 
IS the custom of the country) they have little hop^ of bnngmg him to any 
reasonable composition or ol preventing Manurdas canyuig on schemes 
for embarrassing the Honble Company s aOairs which the mild treat 
ment that has been shown his brothers under confinement encourages 
him m and they are so far from being apprehensiv c the family s having 
wherewithal to bribe the Darbar tnte that it is as much as they can 
do to keep Damaji firm in thevv interest and again urge the stopping the 
Bar as a necessa^ point to bring matters to a conclusion 

Bombay 10th September 1737 {1737 P D lOE) 

Ai a Consultation 

The proposal made by the Gentlemen at Surat for stopping up the 
Bar in order to oblige the Governor to pass a conclusion to the late bro 
kers affairs being taken into consideration it is observed that the Gentle 
men repeatedly tell us that both the Government and merchants are well 
inclined towards us and that they have done and will do us all the set 
vice in their jjower on this occasion Stqqoingthe Bar therefore still 
app^rs an unnecessary expedient m regard to them and our interrup- 
ting the trade of the city would be a very ill return for the assistance 
they have given us nor is it to be supposed that our taking this *tep 
would induce Jlanurdas to decline his attempts of embi oiling our Hon ble 
Wasters affairs or that Damaji would be mOuenced thereby to with 
draw his protection from the family and if such an expedient should 
be judged digible we apprehend it to be a very improper time to come 
to such a resolution 
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1737 Surat. 171k Stpiember, 1737 {1737. P D lOB) 

Sural la ihe President at Bombay 

D<jma;i That the business ol the»r msestment goes on as briskly as can be 
expected, considering the disputes they arc engaged in on account of 
the hte brokers ; and they tave some hopes given them that Damaji 
will countermand the orders for hindering the goods from coming in, 
and m such case they shall be able to make the chintzes and send us a 
good part of the investment by the end of this month, having seventy 
bales now ready packed 

1737 Bomhay. 13lh October, 1737 {1737, P D. JOB) 

The Ch\ef at Surat to ike President at Bombay 
Fttciers' By these vessels received a letter from the Chief and Factors dated 
apology the 10th instant, m answer to ours of the 21st ultimo wherem they tiige 
the many reasons that mduced them to propose stopping the Bar and 
they say many concurring circumstances have mtervened to convince 
them that they did not err m doing it T that the behaviour of the Govern' 
ment, while they were under apprehensions from Damaji and Momin 
Khan and expected our assistance, was clificrent from the present 
our gentlemen, saying they had their own interest only m view , for, on 
matters being adjusted with Damaji every merchant had a parwanah 
for the free exercise of his trade, while our goods were detained 
In answer to our observation that stopping the port would enrage 
the merchants without influencing Daman or Manurdas they say 
the first was a point httle regarded, when the merchants had a great 
power m the aty , but now they are without a head and dare not inter- 
pose without assurances of our protecting them afterwards from the 
Government , and whether it would give a favourable turn to their 
affairs without they will not say, though Damaji by stopping the ui- 
vestment has done them as much detnment as he well can 

1737 Surat. 2nd Noimber 1737 {1737. P D f05) 

James Hope to John Horne 

T»ad» It IS confidently said in town that the Gamins in hopes of drawing 
dxsiuthei a greater trade to Jambusar have forbidden the exportation of mdigo, 
which has raised the pnee of blue goods since the sale of the bj’ram- 
pauts' and there being but httle mdigo in town, the merchants are making 
red byrams instead of blue for the Red Sea etc , but the Gentlemen 
‘ hope the prohibition will be taken off before we set on foot a new mvest- 

ment, otherwise they are abald the undertakers will make it a plea to 
enhance the price of all the blue goods 

173S Bombay. 2nd bfareU. 1738 (1738, P D llA) 

At a ConsuUatton 

Jegan But, as orders are now come from Court to the Government to oblige 
the late brokers to pay theu' debt to the Hon ble Company, and which 
they at present seem disposed to comply with, it is agreed that we 
send Jagannath to the Bar on board the Pnneess Caroline Galley, where 
he wfil have opportunities of awisulting his fnends and be able vnth some 
certamty to make his proposals for satisfjing our Hon hie Jfasters 
1 Cymnpaut or byramee, a ktad ol cotton stuff, 
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Bombay. Cth March 1738 (1736 P D 2IA) 1733 

Sural io Bombay 

^^e reccncd a letter from the Chief and racfors dated the 29th Traj^ 
ultimo advTSmg tliat the ^larathas having put a stop to the exporta 
tion of gram from Vcvsal pre\ents the Gentlemen purclia«^mg more of 
that article but thej desire to kno« \thethcr they shall buy rice if 
any should be brought on the Bengal shipping 

Bombay iOlh April 173S (1738 P D IIA) , 73 , 

irftfT frem Surat 

^\e received a letter from the Chief and lactors dated the 17th ja^an 
acknowledging the receipt of ours of the 10th and giving us the disagree «ath 
able advice that Jagaimalh had made his escape from on board the 
Sloop in the nver the JSth instant ‘ 

They apprehend this unhappy accident may bnng great trouble 
on the settlement if any of the Country Powers arc inclined to listen 
to what Jagannath may relate to them 

Bombay 26lh May 1738 (1738 P D IIA) 1733 

At a ConsuUaiton 

The President acquaints the Board that a few days ago he received inteUnt 
a letter from Mr I^mbton who says that Damaji (the head officer of 
the Ganims) through his brother had wrote him a verv insolent letfcr 
and that he was apprehensive the Ganims would stop the investment 
and occasion what farther hindrance they could to the Hon ble Company s 
affairs and that Jagannath is determined to gne vs all the trouble he 
can 

Bombay 6lh June 1733 (1738 P D IIA) 1733 

Letter from Surat 

We received a letter from the Chief and FattoTs Iiom Surat dated Jagan 
the 26th ultimo Jagannath is said to be at Songarh under the protec ’ 
tion of Damaji but what his designs are they do not yet leam 

Bomlm isth August 1738 (1738 P D IIA) , 7^8 

At a Considfahon 

Mr Lambton also writes that it had been intimated to him that Paytng 
the Ganims might be prevailed on to deliver Jagannath into our hands ifieprtc* 
upon our allowing them a quarter part of what may be recovered by their 
means which bemg taken into ccmsidcration it is not to be hoped that 
the late brokers affairs can be brought to any conclusion while jagannath 
is out of our power and we think wc nera not scruple to gratify the 
Ganuns m that manner as whatever we recover by thbir assistance 
will be so much more than we could otherwise expect but the Gentle 
men must explain to them that they are to have no part of what is al 
ready or shall hereafter be recovered by means of the Surat Government 
but that upon the Ganims delivering Jagannath to us wre will engage to 
give them one quarter part of what we receive through their assistance 
from without the town 

Ordered that a letter to this purport be prepared for Surat , i 
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1738 Bomhay ZM Augusi irSg(ir3SJi/ S F 627) 

John Horne to John LamUon * 

Vomhay The President has communicated to us the substance of a letter 
borgotns wrote him by the Chief since the date of jour last general adnees ac- 
quainting him of some intimations he [the Chief] had received that the 
Ganims would deliver up Jagannath on our engaging to allow them one 
quarter part of such mon^ or effects as may hereafter to be put mto 
our possession by their means belonging to the late brokers e have 
maturely considered this proposal and being of opinion that the 
late brokers affairs cannot be brought to any good conclusion without 
Jagannath being in our hands and that whatever we get in our 
possession of by means of the Ganims will be more than we could 
expect without consentmg to gratify them we do permit you to improve 
the hints you have received and cndeaiour to agree ivith the Ganims 
on the above said terms (if better cannot be procured) to deliver Jagan 
nath into your hands and let jour transactions be earned on and the 
agreement made with the utmost privacy lest the Surat Government 
upon getting notice thereof may be backward m their assistance and 
pretend to expect to be gratified after the same manner 

We choose this method of gratifying the Ganims (rather than with 
a sum certain) because we shall be uways sure of the benefit of their 
assistance before they are paid for it whereas if we give them a sum 
in hand they might possibly delner Jagannath to us but we much 
doubt whether we should afterwards come to the possession of any 
of the family effects by their assistance without a furdier consideration 
But you must observe to make no promises or engagements that may be 
binding on your side until Jagannath he dehvered into your hands 
and you must explain to them that they are to have no part of the money 
that is recovered already or shall hereafter be recovered through the 
assistance of the Surat Government but only what the Ganims them 
selves actually secure and put mto your possession 

1738 Bombay 23rd August 1738 {1738 P D IIB) 

Letter from Surat 

Euy\‘ngoff Received a letter from the Chief and Factor* of Surat dated 
Vamajs the 17th August 

They advise that they have accommodated matters with the Ganims 
by which they are relieved from much anxiety and care in the perfor 
mance of theJx mvestments but the charge they say has been great 
the broker having giv en among the diief officers seven thousand Rupees 
besides sixteen hundred among the under-officers for the release of the 
goods they detained last year which latter sum was earned to that 
investment and they have now got the Ganims panvanah for the free 
exercise of their trade and commerce They say that the threatening 
messages sent them by the Ganims last year and the detention of the 
goods of the inv estment were doubtless occasioned by the ill offices of 
Sfanordas Laldas and the Inends of the late brokers and nould have 
had much worse consequences if Datnaji etc had not been thus bought 
off and as no business can be transacted without the consent of those 


I John Lambtaa diet at Saiat 
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people, they hope the money paid will not be esteemed ill laid out, more 
espwially as the charge to keep them m temper (or the future may not 
now exceed fi\eorsix hundred Rupees a >car to be given them in some 
Europe conosities. 


Bomba}, 30th September, 1733 (1733, P. D. liB\ 1738 

Letter from Surat reconztdered. 

Their letter of the 12th August being reperused and taken into consi- TrtbuUet 
deration, that part of it which advisesof the sums paid by the broker to frtstnt 
the Ganims for clearing the Hon tie Comoany's goods and preventing our 
busmessbeinginlerruptedby them, as well as what was disbursed forob- 
taming the orders from Court to the Goremor in our favour for obliging 
the Sidis and late brokers to pay their debts, the whole amounting to 
Rupees ten thousand, four hundred, as by the following account, vtt. 

Gwen to Damap 3,000 0 0 

Dciap 2,000 0 0 

Madhaji Govind, the Diwan ..1,000 0 0 

Essaji Faujdar 1,000 0 0 

Bhagvan Pandit .. .. .. 230 0 0 

Baboohoy Bakhshi . . . . 250 0 0 

Madbowfee Munshi .. .. 150 0 0 

Moropant. Deiaji's Diivan .. 150 0 0 

Ganga]i at Navsan .. .. 500 0 0 

Sundry servants, etc. .. 300 0 0 


Amount given to the Gamm officers . .8,600 0 0 

Expenses in procuring orders from Court 

for recovenng the broxersand Sidi'sdebts ..1,800 0 0 


Rupees .. 10,400 0 0 


The Gentlemen assure us that to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees 
worth of goods were actually seized last season by the Ganims, who 
threatened to sell them at Songarh , whereupon they directed the broker 
to endeavour underhand to obtain leave for their being brought into 
town , which was effected by means of some of the under-officers for 
sixteen hundred Rupees, and Dama)i the duet officer, and others in power 
were to have had five thousand Rupees more , but their affairs calling 
them away prevented the agreement being made last season ; but this 
jear they renewed their demands when the broker, for the sake of carry- 
ing on the Honble Company's mvestments without interruptions from 
those people, was obliged to gratify them on the easiest terms he could , 

•SiXid Vft: iedarti 'tA -paid Astern -seven Abweani 'R-apets wet and abwe 
the gratuity to the undet-officers the year before 

It IS to be observed that by the contracts for many years past made At>prmiat 
with the brokers for the mvestments the risk ol fire, robbers etc is to 
be run by our Hon'ble Masters , and considering that the Ganims bad 
last year detained so laige a quantity of goods and would no doubt 
practise the like till some agreement was made, we don’t think the sum 
given by the broker (though large) ill kid out. especially as the Gentle- 
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men tell us Ihe expense of keeping the Ganims m temper hereafter may 
not exceed fne or six hundred Rupees per annum 

Expenses However as the pnvate trade of the English m general as \\eU 
as the Hon'ble Company will we hope reap some benefit by the par 
^vanalis (or orders) given by the Gaiums to all their officers about Surat 
not to give any hindrance to the Enghsh business we think the whole 
diargcs ought not to fall upon the Hon ble Company though it is reason 
able that they should bear a part and debating what sum to alicnv the 
broker it is agreed that the whole expenses be equally borne between 
the Hon ble Company and him deducting from the sum allowed him 
the sixteen hundred Rupees already charged to the last investment when 
there will remain three thousand six hundred Rupees ro be paid him now 

1T38 Boiniav CastU 4th October 1738 (1738 30 S F 627) 

John Horne to John Lamhton 

Skanns On repeuising your letter of the 17th August and examming the 
expanses account of the money disbursed by Maneckji to the Ganims on account 
of the investmeht and the expenses of procuring the orders from Court 
m our favour atid it appeanng m the contract that for many >ears past 
our Hon bleMasterSareanswerableforaU losses by fire robbers etc that 
shall happen to the goods and to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees 
having been obtained by the Ganims last year the release of which was 
procured on the promise of paying them a sum of money we have con 
sented to allow Maneck]i half the expenses he has been at for the services 
amounting to Rupees five thousand two hundred m part of which sixteen 
hundred Rupees have already charged to last years mvestment 
the remaining three thousand six hundred Rupees you are therefore 
to make good to him canyiag & proportion thereoi to the investment 
and the rest to charges extraorainary 

As we hope the private trade wUl benefit under our Hon ble Masters 
protection by thus removing the obstacles it used to meet with from the 
Ganims wc are persuaded that klaneckji will be well satisfied with what 
tve have allowed bun and we are the rather induced to permit so much 
of this expense to be borne by our Hon ble Masters as >ou tell us that 
the charge of keeping the Ganims m temper for the future will not exceed 
five or SIX hundred Rupees per annum within which bounds you must 
endeavour to keep It 

1733 Hosnbay 3rd Nnemher 173S {173830 S F 627) 

Letter fro/n Surat 

Maneekji The last Surat letter js now repenised but as by pnvate advices 
we leam that Jfaneckji Nowroji is preparing to come hither to settle 
the account of the money he has disbursed to the Ganims etc and also 
concerning the vakilship the answering that part of their letter is un 
necessary but the Secretary is ordered to prepare the needful reply con 
cemtag other matters 

1733 Bombay 26lh November 1738 (1738-39 S F 72S) 

At a Consullaiton 

Acctmnta account given m by Maneck|i of money disbursed to the Ganims 

seiiled for obta mng the release of the goods they liad stopped and to prevent 
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their gi\mg further intcmiption m our business the particulars of which 
arc noted m our consultation of the 30th September is then taken into 
considention when Maneckji acquainting the Board that Mr Hope 
knew e\er 3 thing that passed on that occasion and referring to him for 
a particular account thereof Mr Janies Hope svas sent for and being 
tailed HI and told the occasion he affinns that he was present with 
Mr Ijimbton when Maneckji was ordered (on the Ganuns stopping a 
parcel of goods to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees and threats to 
sell them at Songarh) to get them cleared as cheap as possible and to 
make the best terms he coidd with the Ganims that our biisuiess might 
go on currently hereafter when Maneckjt told them be believed it would 
cost about five thousand Rupees to gratify the head officers which he 
accordingly promised to pay but at that tune nothing further was done 
than clearing the goods the Ganuns had detained which cost sixteen 
hundred Rupees to the under officers and was charged on last years 
investment The Gamms this year signifying their expectations of bemg 
gratified Maneckji sent his people to settle the terms with them but 
they flew from their former agreement and as Maneckji assured 
Mr Lambton and he considering what had happened last year and 
having no room to doubt but the Gamms would practise the same till 
they were gratified they thought is necessary to make the Ganuns easy 
and Maneckji was ordered to do it on the tenns they demanded if they 
could not be brought to accept of less but Mr Lambton told him he 
must bear some part of the expense as well as the Company and that 
the whole aOair should be laid before us for our determination and 
Mr Hope adds that he really bebeves Maneckji paid seven thousand 
Rupees or more ui making up matters with the Ganuns 

Maneckji acknowledges Kfr Lambton told bim he must expect to 
bear some part of this charge and says he should not have refused 
one or two thousand Rupees had be amtinued in his employ of 
broker but that now he cannot afford any such loss and as the money 
was paid by him solely for the Hontle Company s service and by the per 
mission and order of their Clue! at Surat be thinks he has a fair and just 
title to the whole which he therefore hopes we will order to be paid him 
The Board debating hereupon think we cannot reasonably expect 
Maneckji should bear any part of said expense as it appears by the 
declaration of Mr Hope that Mr Lambton ordered him to make the 
Ganims easy on the best terms he could after Maneckji had acquainted 
him they insisted on six or seven thousand Rupees and though it is a 
considerable expense yet the resolution the Ganims had taken to stop our 
goods and hinder ourbusiness renderedthe submitting toabsolutelyneces 
saiy and as tbe charge of keeping the Ganuns m temper hereafter may 
not amount to above five or six hundred Rupees per annum the Gentle- 
men hoqe. this moneY will, not he esteemeil Ul laid. nnt. 

Tor all which reasons it is agreed that we allow Maneckji the amount 
of these expenses being Rupees seven thousand but Mr Hope not 
being certain whether Mr Lambton acquiesced m his paying six or seven 
thousand Maneckji now declares he vw refund one thousand Rupees, 
if the Hon ble Company are pleased so to order though he solemnly 
affirms he paid above seven thousand Rupees which he will clearly prove 
whenever he may be called upon 



No. 4. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION (1740-1746) 


^NDER this heading; arc grouped various events, most of 
them In the nature of disconnected occurrences, cither 
directly or indirectly dealing with Damafi. Some of these 
events relate to Damafi's own activities, others refer to the 
doings of Rangojl and Deva)! Takapir, respectively Damajj's 
deputy and his lieutenant. In several Instances mention Is 
made of the trading difficulties which the English Factors 
experienced at Surat, Cambay, Broach and elsewhere, and 
for which DamafI and hfs officers were mostly responsible. 
An insight may also be gained Into the disturbed state of the 
country after the death of Momln Klun, owing to the rapidly 
declining power of the Mogul Emperors. But It has proved 
Impossible to group these events under a specific heading, 
hence the caption : miscellaneous information. 


DOCUMENTS 


1740 Sural, Sth Awtisl, 1740 {1740-42. S F. SA) 

At a Constillalion 

Damajtt The Qitcf aci^iiaints the Board that he lias reccivetl a letter from 
liteat Damaji. desiring him to join with the Go\cmment in obliging the Dutdi 
Counal to reinstate their late Director*, othennse he H-ould put a stop 
to our investment to wtiidi he is desired to return a cml answer. 

1740 Surat 13th Ausust. 1740 {1740-43, S F 031) 

James Hope to Stephen Law* 

Damajt s The Chief fia* received a fetter from Damaji. desinng film to jom 
ihreal with the Go%ernor to compd the Dutch Counal to reinstate their late 
Director, otherwise he woufd put a stop to our investment , to which the 
Chief returned a civil answer, but we don't apprehend any lU conse- 
quences will arise from this menace 


t SceCiU Dom Pres II 122 
2 Siephen Issw Governor el Bombay 
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Surat, 29lh Aus^uit 2740 (1740-42, 5^5^) 17<0 

Request from Teg Bakki Khan 

This mormng the Qucf received a message from the Diwan by order T D 
of the Governor acquainting him that, there being at present not a sery 
good understanding between him and the Ganims on account of the 
difference betivcen the late Director and hi5 Council he requests vre 
would not export an} warldce stores to the ports that are under their 
gosemment In an$^^er to which the Chief assured him that we should 
not ship ofl an} of those commodities to their ports without first ob- 
taming the Gosemor’s consent. 

Swraf 24thOctober.n40(mO-42,S F SA) 1740 

Sural to Bo}ni>ay 

That, as the Gamma were drawing all their forces together near inuu 
the pbee where our chmtzes are whitens, we had been obliged to bnng 
them down to our bunder , which would retard that part of the iniest* 

Rient sometime longer than we expected 

5urflf, 27th December, 1740 (1740-42, S F. 5^) 1740 

Sural to Bombay 

That, as the Go\emof [Teg was apprehensive of a Msit r B 

from the Ganims, he desired that we should send him two barrels of gun* tihan $ 
powder and fifteen maunds of lead, for which he prormsed to pay ready 
money 

Breach. 23fd December. 1772 (1772-73. S F CC2) 1741 

Anetdele resardme Broach 

Upon Kadir Shah's entering India and taking Delhi the Ktogul Rremut 
Power thereby struck, and the whole country thrown into confusion, of Broach 
the Uarathas under Damaji (PiUji bemg dead) taking advantage of the 
times assembled a pretty numerous anny and besieged Broach for about 
three months SVhen Imam ul hlulk to put a final stop to those depre- 
dations dispatched Daula Khan to come to a final treaty with Damaji. 
when matters were accommodated and an agreement entered mto that 
for the future the Ifarathas should receive from the disfncts 6/IOth 
and the Government of Broach 4 flO This is now about 3 years ago > 

Dver since which tune the revenues have been collected in these propor- 
tions and the Uarathas have not given Broach any material disturbance, 
excepting when compelled to it the conduct of the late Nawab 

Surat, lOlh At>rd 1742 {1740-42. S F. 6A) 1742 

Surat to the Court of Directors 

The Klarathas have taken a large ship bound to Jiddah belonging to Shtp 
this place, and worth between three and tour lakhs of Kupees . but we eopturei 
presume they may restore the ship and cargo for some consideration, as 
we are of opinion they have taken this step to raider themselves more 
formidable to the traders of this port and by that means to enjoy the 
duties or jagix which the Sidis arc now m possession o(, who are so 
miserably reduced that they are neither able to protect the trade of this 

I Other sources date hack the division (d the Sroach revenue to the year 173S 
See Watson History of Cujaral 125 Cat Bar Stat*. I 448 
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port or thcjr own temtoncs, but, m ca«e the Mirathas ihould not so 
}mnicihiteiy succeed m acqutnng l/iis £ul«icl 3 ', they wiU however obhgc 
the merchants to take thcit pass 

1742 Sural 27th June 1742 {1740 42. S T 5A) 

Surat to Bomtay 

Tins afternoon Safdar Muhammid Khan summoned aU the mer- 
uHsa/i chants and traders of this dty to the Darbar, when he remonstnt^ to 
them that the charges of supporting the King's fleet were of late augmen 
ted and notwathstandmg such an augmentation still a further increase 
of the fleet was ncccssarj at this juncture, as several ships at Sind be- 
lonpng to Nadir Shah, intended to repair hither as soon as the monsoon 
would permit them It being, therefore, requisite that the, King's force 
be m a suitable poaturc to protect the trade and oppose any measures 
that maj’ be attempted to the destruction of the port by the Marathas 
and others, and to which end it was necessary’ to find some ways and 
means to raise a sum sufficient to discharge that expense 

1742 Surat. 26lh Noimler. 1742 \t742-44. S F 6A) 

Marathas threaUn Surat 

Siirotiii This afternoon Naugur's son came and acquamted the Chief that 
he had recei\ed advnee from Baddawalluck (the place where tlie chintzes 
are whitening) that Damaji s people as also the patcls or heads ol the 
villages had receded ne\%'s that the Senapati* (Daman s Master) was wth- 
in two days' march with twenty thousand horse , and that, as they could 
not be certain which way he might take so they could not be answer* 
able for what they might do . upeui which the said Naugur had ordered 
immediately carrTages to be ready, upon the first certain advice to bnng 
to town all the clnntres that were whitening, whicli, should it happen, 
will impede us m having ready so many chmtzes as was expected though 
they want but a few days to make ready 

1742 S«ra/. 7/A December, 1742 {1742-44. S F. 6A) 

Trouble at Surat 

Beiiu We hoped to have consigned them a quantity of this year s chintzes. 
exfteted but Naugur had been obliged to bring them all to toivn, as Damaji s 
and Umabai's armies were encamped near the place ivhcre they were 
whitening, and a decisive battle was shortly expected « 

1742 Surat, 7th December, 1742 {1740-43, S F 63Ti 
Surat to William Wake^ 

ConfuueH We hear tliat some of Pamaji's and Umabai's fortes have had a 
' skirmish occasioned byi a misunderstanding between the petty officers 

But. as the heads of the aiznies bad no such intentions, it is imagined 
that the disputes between those two parties will be soon accommodated, 
until which, all manner of trade and commerte in those parts will remain 
obstructed as withm this month past above eighty thousand people 

1 Jaswantrao KbAodcrao Dabliade -who -was appointed Seaapati a/ter hu 
bther s death in the battle of Blulapor 1731 

2 WiUian Wake, Goveroor of Bombay 
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ha\e left their habitations and villages and retired tothis-place for re^ 
fuge 

Surat 10th January 1743 {1742 44 S T dvi) 17-13 

Through the troubles among the Gintms though his diitties were Trade 
duly brought m and printed he was obliged to bnng them all into town 
from the place where thej were whitening but as affairs are now prett} 
well accommodated between those people he wnli bnng in the whole in 
a short time 

Surat 15lh January 1743 {1742 44 S F 6A) 17« 

\\e were of opinion the parcelling out the investment vtouM not Trade 
answer the end proposed as it would naturally lead to give our protec* 
tion to several out people who at present have no dependence on us 
which might give umbrage to the Government besides the pnees of the 
goodswould be greatly enhanced by many people becoming undertakers 
neither should we at once be able to make them understand our methods 
or abide by the contracts and as great part of our investment is made 
at Cambay Dholka and Nathad they must all have parwanahs from the 
respective Governors , and their quarreh might probably involve us m 
disputes with the Gamma and others whose assistance we must require 
for every individual concerned m the investment % 

Surat Jith February 1743 {1742 44 S F €A) 1743 

This day advices came to town that Damap and Peva^d had an Damajt 
engagement about hfteen miles beyond Broach wherem the former was 
kiUed and the army entirely defeated 

Surat nth February, 1743 {1742-44 S F CA) 1743 ^ 

Wrote a letter to the Presidency acquainting them of the engage 
ment that had happened between Devaji and Damaps army ^ •n/ormed 

Surat nth February 1743 {2740 43 S F C31) 1743 

Surat to William nahe 

We arc infonned that Dama}! and Beva)i have fought a battle Vamati 
about fifteen miles beyond Broach and it is said the former is entirely 
defeated and his whole army dispersed and it is rumoured that Damaji 
was slam m the engagement 

Surat lOlh February 1743 {1742 44 S F 6d) 1743 

This day the Governor received advice that Bamap with only tea Damaii 
horse had made his escape to Baroda umunded 

Cambay 23rd February 1743 {1742-43 S F 633) ,743 

John Sewell to Jame$ Hope . , 

To-day an express 13 arrived from Ahmadabad with news of tlie 
Nawab s death This accident makes the people of this place appre- jiat^ 

1 13etveen the ISth Febniary and the 1st Sfsrch 1743 Damaji s defeat Is men* *- *■ 
llooed tune times. He has been defeated sjmI if not VUled at least wounded. 

The wish IS father to the tbooght Theta is no evidence extant anywhere tha^ 

Devaji ever turned against his master or that Damaji s brother burned Songarh. 

It Is however record^ that Songarh was hnnied about that time by Bapaji Nalk 
{Got Bom Fret Vlt 176) 
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hend troabJe from Ihe Ganims Damsjt with 10000 horses is now at 
Baroda Should he come this he would meet with no resistance 
and if Cambay is plundered the Company s m\estment and war^ouse 
would undergo the same hte 

1743 Surat 2M rehuarK JW (77/0 43 S F 631) 

Sural la JVtlltafft IVaka 

Damaji In our fonner we aa)uainted Your Honour etc that Devaji had 
v.-9undtd defeated Damaji who it seems had fled with a small partj of horse to 
Baroda and was not slam in the battle as was before surmlwd Dcviiji 
has since rawged and piUaged the whole country thereabouts and taken 
possession of the Castle at ^ngarh the town being before burnt and laid 
waste by Damaji s brother after which Devaji proceeded to Lachpur 
where the greatest part of Damaji s treasure is lodged All the inhabi 
tants of the villages of the adjacent parts are come under the walU of 
this city for sanctuary so that the whole country is in the utmost distress 
and confusion 

1743 Surat 24ih February 1743 {1742-44 S F C/l) 

Surat to Bombay 

Damaii t Wrote a letter to the Presidency enclosing them copies of Mr Se 
4ij4at well s two letters and acquauiting them of Damaji s having made his 
escape to Baroda and that Devaji bad proceeded to Lachpur where 
Damaps treasure was kept after liaving taken the Castle of Songarh 
the town being before destroyed 

1743 Bombay 24lk February 1734 {J743 P D 16 A) 

EdMdji $ Received a letter from the Chief and Tactors at Surat They men 
iijtaua tioned a battle being fought between Pamaji and Devaji m Much it 
was said the fonner was slam and his whole army dispersed 

1743 Surat 27th February 1743 {1742-44 S F 6A) 

Ftarias Received a letterfromMr Sewell dated [Camfeay] the 23rd advising 
Cambay us of the death of the Nawab of Ahmadabad and desiring we would 
not release Agha Bagher s boat as that viould be a security to us should 
Damaji who was at Baroda with ten thousand horse riHienif] to plunder 
Cambay whidi the merdiaDts were apprehensive of for was he to 
bend his marci that way he would meet with no resistance but he 
would endeavour to obtam leave to ship off the mvestment and dispatch 
the boat to the Pagoda as he did not apprehend there was any risk m 
so doing 

1743 Surat 2Sth February 1743 {1742 43 S F 633) 

James Hope to John Sevdl 

Fears at This iMommg came to band yonrs of the 23rd in which [reej observe 
Cambay the death of kfomin Khan and the apprehensions the town is under 
if Damaji tbmks proper to come against it and should it so happen 
and he plundered it our investment must certamlv undergo the same 
fate with other people s goods We observe you des gn to procure 
leave of Hiram luan for them o3 which we have acquainted 
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langur wilh who nmv wnles lo his people and wnll taVe care to rnake 
the proper insurance here 

Bombay Jst Match 1743 [1743 P D ISA) 1743 

Receded a letter from the ^icf and Factors at Surat dated the Damajis 
24th ultimo 

They mention some particulars which followed the defeat of Damaji 
by Dc%a)i and that these commotions m the country had made the 
inhabitants ol the neighbouring \iUagts to retire under the walls of 
Surat 

Sural 13th April 1743 [1742-44 S F CA) 

The trouble amongst the Ganims this Boonl scry well Imows has Imfsi 
been the occasion of goods tolling twenty per cent since the amn! of mnc 
the first ships and ttot at present there is great appearance o! those 
troubles being oscr which irul open the roads and occasion a consider 
able demand for goods so that of course the pnee must increase in pro* 
portion thereto 

Cambay 13th May 1143 [1742-43 5 r CJ3) 

Thomas Ilodgu to James Hope » 

All advices btelj from Ahmadabad have been filled with the plun 
dennes and unparallw exactions of Nawab Bahadur* the person m provj 
% onal command of this subah which have proceeded from a want of 
money to bnbe the leading men at Court to procure him a commission 

Sural IGlh May 1743 (1742 43 S F 63S) 1743 

Letter from Cambay 

Recewed a letter from Cambay dated the 13th acknowledging ours Ahmaia 
of the 9th instant setting forth the exactions of the Nawab of Ahma bad 
dabad in plundering the merchants of that city ui order to get his com 
mission confirmed from Court by bribing the great men 

Cambay 20lh May 1743 [1742 43 S T €33) 1743 

Thomas Korfges lo James Hope 

The Nawab returned this morning to Ahmadabad with booty of Cambay 
at least one lakh and an half of Rupees that be had plundered this aty 
of* 

Sural 22nd May 1743 [1742 43 S F €33) >74^ 

Leiler from Ca bay 

This day received a letter from Mr Thomas Hodges at Cambay Agars ai 
dated the I7th May adnsing that he had met the Nawab at the garden Cambay 
irom'ftfA'jJrdCt ■smfiTOi’JfcVnnuymiaafi'i'oVDfiiTrfiJtBA 
of Rs 53 32 but cannot say what [the] other expenses may be as the 
officers belonging to his retinue are to be gratified and that he has 
begun to plunder the merchants givii^ an obligation by way of borrow 

1 Thomas llodgcs Chief at Cambay 

2 Probably r da-ad dla Khan who was appoiated aetlag V ceroy after Momln 
Khan a death 

3 F da nd-dm Khan th« acting V ceroy See Car Uom Pres r I 327 
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inC thovgMic feared that was of no fi«sit%’alidity and had sent for the 
N-akil rcqwcslinp that (he Resident svould sell him some silk iron and 
supar to the amount of thirty or forty thousand Rupees for the dts- 
darge of svhich the cist om master Mirza M(^l should be security 
». ar?d that he would put three towns in his possession until the debt sras 
cleared with all whidi he wasedcompljmg a« it vs-as immediately con 
trarj to the Go\cmor and Counals orders of Bombay on whi^ the 
Nawab smiled and hoped lie would not persist in his resolutions He 
hopes that shall approve of the steps he had taken throughout this 
alTair During the Nawab s stay there he informs ns that one Badar 
Ivhan a Patan general had challenged him to battle and remained at 
} Dholka with an army of 5000 men 


1743 SM May 1743 {1742 43 S F 633) 

Lftler from Cattba^ 

Nmoab Received a letter from Mr Hodges dated the 20th instant letting 
if<t es us know that he had at last got nd of the Nawab s importunity* by ma 
Cantbai king hima present of a fowling piece and that he was returned to Ahma 
flabad having plundered Cambay of about one lakh and a half of Rupees 
that the whole expense of his presents amounts to Rupees 938 which 
^ ^ he hoped we would not think unreasonable 

1743 Surat 3Iti May 2743 {174‘*-43 S F 633) 

Surat to Bombay 

Ran 0)1 We ha\ e received advice from Cambay that the Nawab of Ahma 
4*fta\ed dabad* on bis return to that city liad by surprise seized Rangoji the 
Ganim general together with most of hL« off cers and made them pnson 
ers that his army which consisted of about 8 000 men had thereupon 
dispersed and that by this means the Nawab had possessed himself 
of the whole city the revenues of which the Ganim general had before 
shared wath him and wc hear that {he) demands no less than ten lakhs of 
Rupees for his ransom * 

1743 Cambay 8lh June 1743 {1742 43 S F 633) 

Thomas Hodges to James Hope 

Fearof The conquest Nawab Bahadur lately obtained over the Ganans 
Rangojt at Ahmadabad has exceedmgly exasp>erated them against the Moors 
in so mudi that they spare not to cut o8 the ears and noses of all such 
as they can catch within five kos of these ivalls If this victory should 
as some conjecture draw Damaji s whole force into these parts it may 
not only prove fatal to the Moors but will certainly be a hindrance to the 
Hon ble Company s investment so that in my opmion Gentlemen the 
less you can bring (he contractors to depend upon Dholka and Nenad 
for nicannees and dutties the greater will be your prospect of the goods 
bemg dehvered in time 


1 F da ud-dm see pieced ng letter 

2 r da ud-d a vigorously attacked Rangoj defeated h ra and forced b m to 
surrender Borsad and V ramgam In tbis way F da ud-din became sole master of 
Dojarat (Car Bom Fret VII 17Q 
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Cambay. 12th Septmber. 1743 (1743^1, S. F. €3S\ ■ ' 17« 

Thomas Hodges to James Hope, ' 

The Ganuns bcuig so rear, has oblii;e(I oor Governor to double hii< Cambay 
puard here and [to] desire that I uould send men to take care of the 
bastion that is ahrajs entrusted to the English. At present I havrf 
only enlisted one officer and five peons: but, if the whole body of the 
Canims' army should approach us, I shall be necessitated to inciraso 
the number. In this I hat e done as was heretofore usual on such oc- 
casions, and therefore I hope it will meet with your approbation ; and ‘ 
you may depend that, whcncter the circumstances of affairs will admit 
of their being discharged, I shall do it instantly, • • 

Surat, IClh September, 1743 {1742-44. S. F. 6A) 1743 

Leiter Jrim Cambay. 

Received a letter from Jfr. Hodges at Cambay, daterl the I2th Cambay 
instant, -acquainting that on account ol the Ganims' troubles there wtro 4angtf 
no more than 100 eerges’ of the different sorts of goods received into the 
warehouse since his last ; that the Gantms being so near, he was obhg«l 
at the Gov emor *s request to tend qn officer and fiv c peons to the bastion « 
usually entrusted to the English, whom he should take care to discharge 
as toon as the circumstances of affairs would pemut. 

Cambay. IBlh Oeiober, 1743 (1743-44, S. F. 633) 1743 

Thomas Hodges' to James Hope 

HlamKhan,^ not canng to stand a siege against tlie Ganims, has Cambay 
purchased Rangoji's fncndship by allowing him hajf the revenues of rntnut 
Cambay, so that now hu people as well as the Khan’s are placed at the 
evistom houses for recovenns: the duty upon all goods. At present 
oar business goes on as usual and, I hope, will meet with no impediments, 
though the Ganims begin to act very impenously already, and even 
spare not to insult the Govemot s and custom-master's servants. 

Surat, 22nd October. 1743 (1742-44. S F 6A) 1743 

Tetter Jrom Cambay 

Received a letter from Mr Hodges at Cambav, dated the 18th ins- Cambay 
tant. He advises that Hizam Khan had allowed the Ganims hall the mnui 
revenues of Cambay, and thvt their officers viere accordingly placed at 
the custotns^hcRise That the troubles being now over, he had dis 
charged the officer and five peons he had enlisted on that account, and 
that the boats rent for the investment, were loadmg with the utmost 
expedition, and that by them we should receive about 97 bales 

Surat. 2Sth December, 1743 (1742-44. S F. €A) >743 

Ftghi between Moguls and Maraihas 

1 his day we had certain advices that yesterday Muckbeul Alum’s Maeaiha 
army engag^ with the Ganims commanded by Devajirao and Khande- vuuary 

1 Khoqam a lot ot SO pieces cenunooly called torgt (VV ilsoo) 

2 Nuim Khan, called Najam IChan by Watson in his Htslory of Gujarat, 133, 

vas the son In law ol Momin Khan silto establisbed himscU as an iadependeot 
ruler at Cambay Upon Moroin Khan s death Kuacn Khan assumed the governor- 
ship be died m 1748 and was succeeded by HUftahhir. hlomm Khans son, and 
hnown as Momin Khan II ‘ v 
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rao at a place called Piraval, tt^htch is 18 kos from hence.* That in the 
beginning of the action four or five thousand Marathas, who were m 
Muckbou! Alum’s army, deserted to Dev-ajirao and assisted him That 
the battle was fought very obstinately for a considerable time. That 
Muckboul Alum and Futt^Jiiab Khan were both lolled, a great number 
of their men cut to pieces, and the rest dispersed, and that 5,000 Marathas 
were lolled. 

1744 Bombay. 1st January. 1744 (1744, P. D. 17A) “ 

Leiier from Surat 

Mogul Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 
22nd of December [1743] 

Sural The Go\emorluiS suspicions the English Will assist Muckboul Alum* 
though the Chief, etc repeatedly assured him they are groundless, that 
they are certain the English had no correspondence with Muckboul Alum 
cither at Bombay or there The army was inthm two kos of them, 
and {a] general stop put to all business 

1744 Bombay, 2nd January, 1744 (1744. P. D 17A) 

Lelier from Sural 

Mogul Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat dated (he 
26th ultimo [Seih December. 1743] 

**” ttuckboul Alum s arroy was filed off tmvards Broach, and were much 
harassed by the Ganims 

1744 Cambay. 16th February. 1741 (1743 44, S. F 633) 

Thomas Hodges to James Hope 

TrouSU I am noN\ to ad%nse >ou that Rangojt is in sight of this atv with 
a! Cam an anny of 20 000 Ganims, who arc all encamped at a pLice called K’anag 
sett His coming, it seems, is only to hasten the Nawab to finish the 
pa>-mrnt of the lakh of Rupees which he Jiad promised to gi\c him for 
his assistance in taking Ahmadabad from Kama! ud-din 
Prtttn! to The power of the Ganuns being at present much greater than that 
Jlangoji g( the Moguls not only m Ahmadabad and this pbcc, but througliout 
Guiarat makes Rangofi look upon himself m the light of the bairab 
ana expect tlie same respect from all merchants nhereei-cr be goes ; and 
therefore, as it is always usual for us to gi\e the Rawab of Ahmadabad 
a present when he comes hither, 1 thought, considenng the opportunity 
his people base, in spite of the Khan, of giiing us troubles in our business 
here, it w-ould be best to make a frKnd ot him I accordingly w-aited on 
him the day before ytiUrday and made him a present to the amount 
Tuliio of 119 Rupees which hereceised ina scry courteous m.nmcr. and order- 
ed Tnml>ak Pandit, his Cambajr cluitihu to give immedute disjwtch 
to whatever business I might want at any tune of him In my confer- 

1 TliU prut<at>t)r rrfm to tl>« tutUe o( Kim Kilhoiln Si'« Cai. Bar Slat* 

1 410 WtKwn, Ihtlory efCuiarai tJO ISnvot fnar lx- the «4in« •« IWooTl in 
WftUon s seeouot Aceortio* to Watvm this tultle wn I »g*hl In 1741 trom lb« 
SoMt Wtw It fonowt that the ewwvl date It th* ?7tb IJrtnnl-m- 1773 

2 ThewtooUmlpiateil btr iblatiUr whitb tnrunt IS* fatTon *f 

to be AUlul AlU Khaa. whoalwr Motnla Khaa ■ death tesam* Nkciojr t>y a kxfM 
doewDent. 
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ence with him he b{rttr\(*d scv-eral cnnj"inim» on Jlie Engl sh in general 
and indeed treatcil me with n great deal of respect , but askwl me the 
reason why wc liad not earned on any trade at Camhaj this •reason I 
answered that the troubles Jin tliicAj we foresaw the country sTOuld be 
trvoKed made us timc-ous of scndui'^forgocds lest the\ shoullhelong 
on our hands unsold 1 o which he said that as the power of Gujant 
v^s now chicflj in his liands he was determined to do v liatevcr might 
tend to promote a Pcunslung trade , and therefore hoped I would rvntc 
to Bombay for goods I ga%e him a promise to do as I c dcrired , and 
after tallying some time upon different «ub]ccts took mj leave 

SufJl 19 h rebritaiy, 1741 {1742-41 S F CA) t7U 

LtiUr from Camlay 

Rcceivoxl a letter from Mr Hodges at Cambay dated the 15th in rftttm tj 
slant advising us of Rangoji the GanifO being in sight of that place wath 
an army of 20 000 men and that he had been to visit hm and liad made 
him a present to the valic of one hundred and nineteen (119) Rupees 
which he hoped we would approve of as it was proper to make a fnend 
of ore viho m spite of the Country Government bad it m hu povrer to 
impede our business Uicre 

Sural 20lli February. 1741 {1742-44 S F CA) nu 

Ltiler lo Cambay 

Wrote to Mr Hodges at Canbay acloiow lodging the receipt of his Prtsru i<) 
two letters of the 16th and 17th mstant and acqmint him that we arc ‘V* 
of opinion It had been more proper for him to have sent Fdul vvjth a 
formal comphment than to have gone himself to see Rangoji as such a 
visit could not be altcgether picasmg to tbe Government of the place 
and that besides Etlul needed onlvr bave made an inconsiderable pre 
sent whidi would have been accepted with equal courtesy as that be 
gave being proportionably suitable lo the giver and that he might 
ahvays be assured if Rangoji had the least retard to the trade of the 
place he would never consent to impede our business That we were 
much surprised he «hould hesitate ivith respect to the message sent hun 
bj the merchants that Uhisbusines^wentcnwcD andthatbizamKhan 
had not hitherto given him any trouble as be himself acknowledged 
It would be very unreasonable in him to desert the Factory and join the 
black merchants who possibly m ght be or at least might think them 
selves injured That as for their thrcatcnings he well knew if it suited 
their mtercst they would deal with him and not otherwise even if he 
s.arnfcedcvcrj'thuj'’ by joining with them That undoubtedly he knew 
our Hon ble Srtaster* had positively enjoined their servants never to 
intcrfs.rc in caees of that nature but remain pcrfuitly neuter on all oc 
casions wl ere their privalcgcsarcnot invaded that we should send copies 
of the letters to Bombay to infonn them the more fully of the troubles 
Camliy was involved in and that be might cliarge the present given to 
Rangoji to the IIonTile Company s account 

Surat S2nd February 1744 {1742-41 S F 6A) 

It IS agreed as Devajirao the commanding cflicer of the Gamins PrestHiio 
m these parts is now at Pulparah (where he has been for some days Devojt 
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past to celebrate the Holi festival) tint sve send to him Jagannath who 
IS a proper person and oflers his sernce on this occasion wtli a com 
pliment from the Chief and a small present which is tlioiighf the more 
necessary as our complaisance at this time may prevent his people from 
impeding the Company s business in the out parts. 

1744 Bombay 2nd March 1744 {1744 P D 11 A) 

Letter from Surat 

Various Received by pattemar a letter from the Chief and Factors at Sunt 
f resents o| 22nd ultimo [22tid February] 

Devaji the commanding officer of the Ganims being come to Pul 
parah \\ ith his relations it ivas judged proper to make him a comphment 
and a small present and the customer of Broach s eon being lately 
rnamed at Sunt it was requisite to present him a shawl and turban 
his father being always ready to give dispatch to tbeir business 

1744 Siirai Sth March 1744 {1742 44 S F 6A) 

Letter from Cambay and sis ansicer 

Hedges Received a letter from Mr Hodges at Cambay dated tl e 3rd ms 
expia ns tant wherein he acquaints us that Nizam Khan’ the Governor had 
approved of hts intention to nsit Rmgojt before he took that step and 
that he should be always “is frugal as po««ible in making of presents 
That one Himza Khan Said Khan and the Ganm chauthia becoming 
securities for Nizam Khan s mild behaviour towards the merchants thev 
all came to town on the 2nd lie desires this his letter may lie fonvard 
ed to the President and Council of Bombay and encloses i list of what 
goods were then m the svarehouse being 41 corges of sundry sorts He 
Car^ay Rangoji as a menuraent of the Gentoos supencr power liad 

** Caused to be opened a well near Camboy wluch was saerra to the Gentoos 
who say it is 5 000 5 cars old and was filled up about forty j ears ago by 
Auiangzeb That he has even obbged Nizam Khan to set his people 
to work thereon which (Mr Hodges «aj's) is making the Muhammadans 
encouragers of idolafory a thing c^p^JssI> against the fundamental 
position of Muliammad s doctnne 

Surai IVrote to Mr Hodges at Cambay acknoivJedging the receipt 0/ hjs 
letter of the 3rd instant and acquainting him that as he had not in his 
former letter advised us of the rrecaution he had taken before he had 
visited Rangoji it was impo«siWc for us to know and that we should 
not be left to guess m afbiR> of that nature That the copies of his 
fomier letters having hecn forwarded to Bombay Jong ago Uiat now 
.WA'KRd mwU -WU aerrwdiqg lo dus xrpxiest accnrqnoojv Ih/iro hut 
we ^ould take care to send a cop> of it (hither bj the fir«t convcjmcc 
TTiat we hoped the Governors concumng and assisting fn opening the 
antedclLvuvn wellwill be the occasion of such a harmonj twixt J im and 
the Ganims as wall rebound to the advantage of the place and the trade 
tlicreof and that as to the contrancty of it to Noam Khan s religion 
we fanoed he would prefer his own quiet to the satisfying any small 
scruple of conscience 

1 Niiam Kban klM koovra u Hajam Kb.an tl e son Sn Uw of tlomlo Ktun 1 
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Uorrbay IZ'h Octoler, 1711 (17H. P D 271J) I7« 

Ltiler Jtom Surai 

This instint rcccned a letter from theOiicf ami factors at Surat, 
dated the 12th instant, «hcrcm they request tliat the sile of furope 
goods nuy be deferred untilthe return o! tbcl dgbaston on uliich Jagan 
nath won! I take passage who liatl commissions from their merchants 
That Fakhr ud-dauU had defeated the Maratlias and tint tt is gener 
aUj believed Kamal ud-dm Khan Babi would be obliged to deincr up 
the aty of Ahmadabad*. which was cIoscl> besieged 

Surat March 1745 {I74t-4G, S F 7) 1745 

Letter from Camhay 

Reccucrl a letter from Mr Hodges at Cambaj, [d^l J 4lh March] CooJiron 
wherein he acquaints us lint Kliandcrao, the Gamm general Ind stopped fixated 
the Dholka kafilah*, whidi amounted to atxjut ten thousand (lOOOO) 

Rupees one thousand of winch being goods of the Companys mvest 
ment He iuid accordingl) procured and dt^patchcd a letter from Nizam 
Khan and another from the Gamm Governor tlierc to Khanderao m 
which they each of them desired him to release our goods 

Surat March 1745 {J741AG 5 /* 7) 1745 

iMlt from Camjisy 

Received a letter from Mr Hoitgcs at Cambay [iaki Ith March] CooJt 
acquainting its that Klnnderao had astored our goixU and rcplacctl 
tlicminDholki amltlnt hcliado»chun<Irc«J and ihin> eight (/Jt)corgcs 
of the uisestmcnt in the wnrrhot sc besides twenty 40 corges of duttees 
m the djers hands which tic *l»ortly expected 

Sural 1715 (!74I 46 S F T) 1745 

letter from Cambity 

Received a letter from Mr Hodges \dakl S^lh Uav] irquainting Dtnrjit 
us he will repair hither by land provided we procured Damajis pir 
wanah 

Wrote to Mr Hodges to acquaint Inm we had sent pcopli' to Baroda 
for pTocnnng % passport for himself and whatever ncrcssaTics he might 
Inng with iiim 

Siiraf mUJune 174'>[nit f6 S F 7) 1745 

‘?cnt a pattemar to Sir Hodges at Cambay with a leller enclosing Danyn 
a letter from Damajis brother for himself and whatever necessaries 
be nught bring with him 

Swat 2Sth August 7716 {1705 59 S F 8 I) nte 

I^lkr to Bombay 

This cicningTcg Bakht Khan Governor of this city departed this T p 
life having been for a long time Ul of a flux upon whicli Bcgler KJnn taan s 
Governor of the Castle took upon him the charge of the government 
until orders should come from Court 
I Sec VVatSOT lltflory oj Gujarat 131 
i K cataiViQ 
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Sural, 19ih Sepiemhcr, 1746 {1746-46, S. F. 8. [) 

Letter to Bombav. 

Addressed the Hon'bJe President and Council of Bombay, acquaint- 
ing them that m future »c should not send any Portuguese letters in 
our packet, though certainly the Bfarathas could not know there was 
any m that dispatched the 19th ultimo, until they opened it. 

Sural, 3rd October, 1746 {1746-40, S. F. S. I) 

Letter to Bombay, 

We addressed the Hon'ble President and Council of Bombay ac- 
quainting that the Ganiins having been lately troublesome dose to the 
aty walU prevented our sending the chello^ ordered. 



No. 5. STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY BETWEEN MIAH 
ACHIND AND SAFDAR KHAN (1747-1749) 


^HE account of this struggle as given in the Gazetteer of 
the Bombay Presidency (H, J23) is incomplete and 
misleading, as nuy be gathered from the following brief 
outline of the concatenation of events. The Gazetteer does 
not dhtinguisli between the two phases of the contest. The 
first contest opens on the 23fd October, 1747, (sec letter of 
that date) when Mtah AchJnd seized the Castle. It closes 
on the 28lh February, 1718, (see letter of the 4th March, 
1748), on which day Safdar Khan surrendered the gates of 
tl)c City and retired to the English garden. After he had 
^n thus deprived of the nawabship (a detail not even 
hinted at by the <7aee/f«r) Safdar Khan attempted to make 
good his loss of power and preside j and this constitutes 
the second phase of the contest, wh eh may be considered to 
have started on the 14th September, 1748 (see letter of that 
date), and which came to an end on the 25th December, 
1748, with Safdar Khan's departure for Tatta. 


DOCUMENTS 


Surat Sth September, 1787 {1787. S 6- P D 3q „„ 

JoAn Cri^lh to Rauson Hart Boddam 

oj Surat chauth levied by Maralhat 

obediencetoyourcommands dated the 7th ultimo we have made Chauih 
ery p^iblc enquiry into the ongin of tlie chauth* and of the resi 
tind that previous to the year 
nr , "o chauthia at Surat on the part either of the Peshwa 

r uaikwad That in 1747 Damap Gaikwad had a private agent, named 
Surat for the sole purpose of buymg piece-goods for his master, 
and he used to apply to the Nawab for an exemption from duties 

Inie* chronrfogicsJlj Split up into several parts See 
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1747 Sural, nth January/ 1747 {174G 49. S T 8, I) 

Vnnily This evening Muncher’s brother and some others under the Hon’ble 
crowd companj ’s protection were %eTy mudi wounded by the deceased Cover 
nors slaves, after which upwards of a hundred of them passed twice 
by the Factory with drawn swords in a riotous manner It is therefore 
agreed to write the following rocca to Safdar Khan* to prevent suck 
msults m future 

Translaiion oj the rocca^ sent to Safdar Khan 
Leutrcf Last night Sahm and others of the Government’s slaves without 

eonplaini cause or provocation wounded Jluncherjis brother and another 

Parsi his serv’ant, and not contented with that, came in a riotous and 
tumultuous manner with drawn swords before the Factory and after- 
wards beat and abused several people belongmg to the English and 
under their protection Formerly some English gentlemen were also 
beat in a cruel manner bv the Government’s peons, and no reilress has 
been hitherto obtained If abuses of this nature are overlooked by 
the Government in a at> to whidi all nations resort and by whose 
trade it subsists it must of course go soon to ruin , and it is impossible 
for us or other strangers to carry our business where Slav es are permitted 
to domineer without any restraint Therefore we hope and eicpect that 
satisfaction be made for this, and proper care taken to prevent such 
insults m future 

1747 Surat. 2Ul rehruary 1747 {1746 49. S F 8 I) 

B Ahant Wrote to the Hon’ble President and Council of Bombay to advise 
them of the death of Begler Khan 

1747 Sttrai, 12111 April. 1747 (mC-dS S F 8. 1) 

Safdar K This day an hour was appointed at the Darbar for opening a com 
Nawab mission or sanad said tohnve been sent from Court to Safdar Khan for the 
government of this plice The principal merclnnts attending to pay 
him their usual compliments the Chief directed Govindas to present 
him with two gold and seven silver Rupees Public rejoicuigs were 
made on this occasion, the cannon of the town and Castle being discliarg 
ed, and at night the streets illuminated 

1747 Surat, 23rd November, 1747 {1747, S F C37) 

Rnolution at Surat 

M^etiind This morning Miah Achmd • the bakhshi or paymaster here, took the 

tnpotver Castle by surprise, confined Muhammad Wiqar Khan (Safcbir Klnn’s 
the Cnvfimftr thereof- and iramcdiatrJy mused a proclamation 
to be made through the aty that Nasir Jang (Nizam ul mulk’s son) was 

1 Teg Babht Khan had two hfotbei* the oae Begler Khm. la eommaml 
«f the Castle the other, Saldar Khan, was Kaib or deputy-goveroor {Cat Bomb 
Prtt II 116) 

2 ffeea roocta rooka means » letter 

3 On hia accession to the nawabslun on the 12th April 1747 *>.-iIdar Khan 
appointed hU son VV irjar Khan commander ot the Castle hlUh AchincI, who h.vl 
tnamed Teif nakht Khan i d-vugbUr, wcccedol in securing both the town and Iho 
Castic tor (iiinselt. 
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Governor, and that he was hb deputy. Safdar KJian mk! to us, desir- 
ing «e would continue firm to his interests: to whicli we n-tumed for 
answer that we would alw-aj-s remain neuter in disputes of this nature. 

Surat. 25th Ncvmlfr. 1747 {1747. S. F. C37) >717 

Km-fiition nf Surat 

Ilasang received a message from Safdar Klian, desiring we would StttUng 
appoint some [grw/fem/n] to meet the other Europeans and merchants 
of this phee to consider a prowr wnling to be sent to Muh Adiind. 
requesting hts reason and hy wnose authority he had scircd the Castle, 
as noticed in our Diarj* under the 23rd instant, accordingly agreed to 
send Messrs Sadher and I'rascr to this meeting. 

Sural. 2olh NneirUr. 1717 {1717. S. F. 677) 1747 

Fevclulion a! Surat 

Messrs Sadlicr and Fraser returned this afternoon and acquaint- ntbonof 
ed us tint at Safdar Khan's request they liad jointly wnth the Europeans mnung 
and other mercliants agrccil to wnfc a rocca to Miah Achind, and that 
[ifj should be oent to the Castle; which was as follows* 

The steps tint have been tahenby Your Lxcellency have thrown the 
inhabitants in general into the greatest consternation, as it wall be the 
cause of a great deal of bloodshed and fo/] a stop being put to all business. 

If on this occasion [ 30 W had] the KmgV commission to act so, let it be 
made [tUar ] ; and if jou have no onlers from the King, please to let me 
know wlnt jour intentions arc, and favour us vviih a satisfactory answer. 

Miah Achind sent by the return of the messengers who earned the 
rocca a copy of the commission he had from Nixam ul mulk. and at the 
same tunc sent a verbal message by them to request they would advise 
Safdar Khan immediately to evacuate the city to prevent further mis- 
chief ; whicli some of the diief mercliants went with to the Darbar , the 
result of which is not jet knov\*n 

Tratulaiiort of the commisuon, trAicA Mtah Aihtud sa\s he rcceited from AthuiTs 
Nizam-ul mulk, signed hy Nttam. thus tommts- 

Act according to this writing I having repeatedly been informed 
of the cruelties and oppressiais practised at Surat from the wntings 
of the inhabitants there and the teslunonies of persons who have come 
from that place, and as the case and sccunty of the inhabitants of the 
Gate of the House of God (SKra/J is a men(onou'< piece of serv ice. Your 
Excellency is directed, if jou 6 nd it practicable, to possess yourself in 
whatever manner you can of the city and Castle, and breaking the hand 
of the oppressor that it may no longer distress the poor and helpless. In 

doing this ‘ of favour, and let us be acquainted therewith. 

when our armj'SiiaH be appointed to'-wetour you 

Surat, lOih December, 1717 {1747, S. F. 6J7) 1747 

At a ConsuUaium. . . . . , ...» 

The ^lef acquaints the Board that last night he had a visit from Two laMt 
Sidi Masud. who came at the request of Safdar Klian on account of the 
near approach of the Ganims, urging the necessity there was for us. the 
1 Where tbe Suiat D*ary b Ulegibte. dots have Ueen inserted 
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I rcnclj Dutch and mcrclnnt^ in town to n«ist in defending the wnlU 
bj ««n(ling parties of men to the scscnl towers or bastions to cadi a 
t roper nllotment m onlcr to present the utter rum of the inlialntants , 
ninting it the <amc time the danger we oiirvhcs should oUicnvisc be 
m The Chief in answer to this ob<erscd to him tint as Mnh Achind 
had b> possessing hi!n<clf of the Castle the entire command of the nier 
anil Ind fiimidicd hirnsrl/ nalh boots he roidd bring oicr what number 
of Oanims or others he thougl t proper under coscr of the Castle and 
It was evident he hj that means wns «Iaily increasing liis force Besides 
agree ng to the projxisals now made mipht be deemed b> Ad ind 
engaging in SafiLir Khan s behilf and it was not our business to mter 
fere m the quarrels I lit [tec] doubted not we could defend our racfor> 
against anj that might molest us ITIie Stdt then proposed that a sum 
of moncj dioiild lie gn en to the Canims to dejiart v bidi could not he 
said be lew than two blJis of Rupees as that was the rcwartl offered 
them by Achind for their assistance md Safdar Khan he [5n/» MastiJ] 
said hopetl we would contiilmtcapropcrtion thereof, intimating that 
the Dutch and other mercliants tn town were rcad^ on tJicir parts 
Tilt man> other arguments to induce the Chief to a compliance who 
Chfj $ acquainted the Sidt that he coul 1 not disburse the Hon ble Companj s 
MrtM money on an> sudi account that if Safdar Klian and Miah Adimd 
could be brought to any terms of agreement with respect to tlie govern 
ment wuhin (i/l would then become the business of both one and the 
other to free the aty from all apprehensions of the Ganims and till tliat 
was ciTcctcd each would be stnung /or the siiperionty and wliatever 
was rrctcndetl they would be equally desirous of bnnging in Ganims 
or otnen to their assistance m order to carry their pomt The money 
if advanced woild m all probability be [s/’nt^ to the very contra^ 
of the use for whicli it f mi] now requested the Chief further observing 
to the Sidi that he bad very good intelligence Safdar Khan had then an 
agent with Pamaji endcavounng to win him over to hiS interests 
Therefore if he (the *^idi) could be any way instrumental m bringing 
about an accommodation within there would be nothing to be feared 
from without and lo this he would do a general benefit to the place 
The Board unanimously approve the Chiefs replv to the Sidi 

Sajdaft The Chief lays before the Board 3 rocca he received hst night from 
rocca Mojeen ud-din Khan for JLah Achind • which is entered hereafter as is 
the Chief s answer which is approved being only designed lo gam time 
to confer with the Dutcli on a fuller reply The Director having received a 
rocca to the same purpose it appears necessary that we go hand m hand 
with them at this critical juncture agreed therefore tliat Mr Lambe 
be sent to their Tactory to commutucate with them on this occasion 

Translatton of a rocca sent by Moyeen vd d\n Khan to the CHmJ 

Until now I have managed my aflaits as you have seen and the 
inhabitants and merchants for v hose good alone I have taken so much 
trouble and puns have not joined roe nor liave you thought of any 
expedient for me I have hitherto (out of regard to the safety of the citv) 


1 The phrase Mojren ud-d n Man for Miah ^rhi J apparently means ah 
Ael nd also Lnoun OS Klojeeo od-din 
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deferred calling m SCOO MmthK uho arc reaclj When they do 
com: m jmj tmj n'cs-. whit will Iv the condition of the citj and its 
iniiabtants Tlicreto'i: I lia\c acquimtcd \ou of this and lui\e al<o 
sent a rocca to the same purport to th" Dutch Clu / It was menmhent 
on me to Gi\e jou thia notice so write an answer tn it soon that I nny 
tahe treasures accordinglj 

— \cquaint the ml ahitints and tnercl ants of mj talmg tie 
5 000 Mantl js that 1 maj not Laj unde- any Llin e actjinml them of 
It \ itkout d Lij and let me haxc a <('ec<lj answer 

Thf Chefs anrrer to tl e fore^otjtjt 

I fiad last nifjht the w\ouf of jour I ttcr and duly note the con 
tents I luaac nothing ino*c at heart than the welfare of the cits and 
fW'^r to u<c “ny t»-|*«hcnt tJiat would contril ulc 
thereto Howcacr 1 sliall more ftllj conMder what you wntc me and 
adsasc you accordingly 

Surat ISih Oeeejnber 1747 {1747 S F C37) P47 

This day Mojetnud-dm KJian summoned all the merchants and AeSmSi 
pnnnpol inhalrtants of the aty and requested the ruroj'can nations 
wmld send some of their Council as he had a commission to sliow them. 

''hich he had rccciacd from Ntzam for the government of this city* wliicli 
n-as accordingly comphed wath by all and aftcni-ards the said commis 
Sion wras published throughout the town by beat of drum 

Surat l$th Deeenber 1747 {1747 S F GS1) 1747 

At night hostilities again commenced between the Darbar and Castle iitntved 
preparations for which ha\e been making during the truce a jealousy tear 
having contmued betwixt them which would base caused the troubles 
to break out had not Moycen ud-dui Kfian s commission amved and 
M both parties arc now grown stronger it is uncertain how long the war 
may continue 

Sural ISth Deeoiher 1747 [1747 5 F 637) 1747 

This day the Nizam s colours were hoisted at the Castle and Miah AehinJ 
Achind gives out he has received i commis«ion to be governor thereof triumphs 

Sural Ulh December 1747 {1747 S F 637) 1747 

Leller to Bombay 

Wrote to the HcmTile Pres dent and Council of Bombay acknowlcdg Maratha 
mg the receipt of their commands of the 30th ultimo some days before dan^tr 
which we advised them we had ordered the detachments out of the 
sloop and gallivats on notice of Miqrcen ud d n s Khan s intention tobnng 
m the 5fanitfias ancfcniistecf^peonsanc/f«?fascsirs riese wrfAwftuf 
we hid before in the Factory we doubted not would be sufficient for 
our defence in case of an attack as wo had in every other respect put 
the factory in a proper posture for the sccunty of the lion ble Cora 
panys effects We therefore hoped the expense incurred on this oc 
casson would not be disapproved of by them We assured them we were 
the last that armed on account of the present tro iblcs and not till vve 
were well assured of the Marathas bci^ within a few days march of 
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the city for as we had been very cautious and not given the least of 
fence to either party wo could not apprehend any molestation from them 
although we were greatly pestered l»th from the one and the other to 
a&ord them assistance v,hich we bad industnously avoided We ad 
vised them of Nizam s colours being hoisted at the Castle and that 
Jliah Achmd ga\e out he had received a commission to be governor 
thereof but that it was reported in t<nvn that a new governor for the 
city was on his way from Aurangabad so that we could not well judge 

Danaji how these affairs would termmatc That Damaji was now at Pulpar^ 
with 3 000 horse and had detadied a party of 500 on the other side of 
the nver opposite the Castle m order to succour Miah Achmd 

1747 Surat nt December 37i7 {1747 S F 637) 

Letter to Bot hay 

Peace We advised them of Safdar Khan and Miah Achmd havmg ceased 
hostilities and tlat tie new diwan Manekchand was empowered by 
both to settle the cond tions between them m which it was thought he 
would succeed 

1747 Sural 31 1 December 1747 {1747 S F 537) 

Leiter to Bombay 

Maraiha We advised them that terms of an accommodation had been settled 
danger between the Castle and Darlxir a tran^te of which the Chief transmitted 
the Hon ble President 'ind which we found had been managed by the 
two Khans tlicmselves without admitting any med ator although 
when we wrote them last it was thought m town that Manekchand 
Diw'in would have ttie setthng [of] the affairs as it w as now that the peace 
concluded would be but of short duration from the jealousy that must 
unavoidably subsist between the two contending parties and the Ganims 
still contmumg to surround the oty and would we concluded until 
they were gratifed m consequence of the large promises* made them 
as it now appeared from Safdar Khan and Miah Achmd and on this 
account [they] were d stressing the city by impedmg provisions being 
brought in landways stoppmg boats on the nver and every other shajie 
they could so that we judged it necessary for the present to continue 
the Factory in the same posture of deface we had before put it the 
Dutch and the merchants the r several houses acting the same part 
retainmg the forces they had before enlisted for tl eir defence 

1746 Bombay 4th January 174S {1748 P D 21A) 

Letter from Sural 

MaraJkA 1 he Chief transmits to the President a translate of the terms of ac 
aan^er conunodation settled between the Castle and Darbar which was managed 
by the two IChans without any medators The Ganims still surround the 
atyand they conclude will till they arc gratified by the two contending 
parties m consequence of their respective promises so that m this situa 
tion they thmk it proper to continue the Factory in a posture of defence 


1 Two lakhs (see 10th Dccenber 1747} one tb rcl of the revenue of Surst 
IGa* Dom Iris I 451] three lakhs (Watson H slary of Cujara! 135) One fourth 
of the revenue of Surat (C(U Uam ins 11 123 nod extracts of 8th January 1748 
and 27tb bUy 1751) 
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Flcmlay. Stk Jarurr^. 17 IS (17 IS. P D 211) >7« 

A( a Conuilla'icn 

Read ilie a<Ujccs (rmi the Hi tl ami Factors at Surat of the 21st DdmajCt 
and 31st ultimo as per alK>tract m the I)pr> under the 29lh ultimo and 
4th mutant, also a t'ajicr containing Mi !i \tchind s demands on Saf 
dar Khan «ath ht> answers tliereto and translates of two letters from 
Damajirao the Canim general one dircctwl to the I uropcans and piinci 
pal merchants .at Surat representing hts title to a quarter part of the 
reaenucs of Sunt and the other to our Chief alone aa[uamting him of 
hi3 hasang sent orders far <i<li\crj of two of our boats srhtch lus people 
had stopped in going up the riser and expressing lii» desire that jagan 
nath might be sent to lum 

Taking into considcntion sucli parts of the Sural advices as now 
require our more immediate notice itieir ordenng the gillivats to pro 
tect the boats loaded with the HonXIt. Com|>anj a go^s from being 
stopped bj the Gamins as other boats bid been tbe Board approved 
and liojies shortlj to hear of an accommodation between the Caninis 
and the Surat oovemment 

Sural 7th Tefinwr; 17IS (1747, S I 617) 1748 

At a CmsuUation 

TheChiefacqmmts the Board lint heliada visit from Minckchand, ^a/Jart 
wdar Khan’s Diwan and a numker of principal merchants requesting 
him to consider on the unliappy situation of affairs in lowm and to seek 
some expedient for putting an end thereto But as Manckchand is a 
roan of so bad a character and so much to l>c suspected the Chief de- 
tnanded of him whether he came by his Masters order or of his own 
accord . and he repljmg by bis Master s order the Chief sent Jagannatli 
With him to the Darlnr to have C^Aisj confirmed from himself This 
done, he sent to both parties to require a cessation of arms if they were 
desirous of his mediation Iwlween them whicli was complied with by 
Mtab Achind and Safdar Khan . and hostibtics having ceased he would 
with the approlxition of the Board use fits endeavours to bring about a 
reconciliation , otherwise the greatest calamities might be expected to 
ensue But as this could not I c earned on without some issistance 
he proposed to employ Jagannatb on all occasions to the Castle and Sidt 
Masud to the Darbar, and to call m the pnnci|ial merchants as it might 
become necessary, to give the gnatcr weight and sanction to the ncgotia 
lion , which is unanimouslyapproicd of it being to be undertiken at the 
request of the two Governors the principal merchants and town in 
general 

Surat SthFeVruary 17iS(1747.S F 637) 1743 

Letter to Bombay 

Wrote to the Hon'ble President and Couned of Bombay, acquainting Cnticai 
them (hat on the 3cd instant we advised them of the unhappy situation muaiion 
of affairs here , since when at the Chief s instance a cessation of arms 
had been agreed to by the Governors of the Castle and town , and that 
he was now with the Stdi and merdiants endeavouring to settle the 
terms of peace, Masud and Jagannath being employed between the Castle 
and Darbar on this service , but that at present we could not take upon 
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US to say what might be the events nor should we here add more on the 
subject o! the troubles the Qiicf having fully wrote the 11001)16 Prcsi 
dent a few days past 

I74S Bemhay 12ih February 2748 {1748 P D 2IA) 

Letter to Sural 

Daiiaji 5 You do not take notice to me m any of your letters wbat is to be 
apprehended from Damaji s being admitted uito the cit> pr whether 
or on what terms he sviH leave it should Achind cany his point m driv 
mg out Safdar Khan and the like in respect to the Kohs whom the 
latter has called to his assistance Wluchsoever party prevails if the 
Ganims or Kohs should «harc m the government it would be absurd 
previously to side with cither party as great aspersions would afterwards 
ensue but sure by tl is time you must Imow whether Nuam be smeere 
in Achind s cause or not v hich [/] judge to be your most sure guidance 
If he IS I unagme ere this you have Nasir Jang s army not far dis ant 
from you when I should thmk you might engage with safety m favour 
of Adimd whether he has the Mogul s authentic sanad or not and in 
deed Safdar Khan s setting the town on fixe would fully vindicate all 
European Pactones for doing so hkemse I can only further say that 
I pity your situation and wait with as much patience as I am able the 
fate of the now miserable aty of Surat 

174S Surat 17ih February 1748 {1747 S F C37) 

The Ckuf The Qiicf takes notice to the Board that he had from tunc to tunc 
tntdtaior acquiinted them with every material transaction relating to the 
mediation be was engaged in betiveen Safdar IChan and Miah Achind 
however h« thought it necessary now to lay before them a summary of 
the steps he had taken and the reasons that mduced him thereto And 
first that it was evident from theshort duration of the settlement made 
between the two Khans for one to continue Governor of the Castle and 
the other of the city that all confideni^ was lost between them and 
that peace if settled now on the like footing as then it could not be ex 
pected to continue long He therefore had used his best endeavours 
with Safdar Khan to rdinquish the govemraent representmg to him 
that Achind was appointed by Nizam and would by him be supported 
whose power in the Mogul &npire was too well known to doubt of his 
procunng a confirmation from Court that Damaji the Ganun general 
was just the other side of the nver with a large body of men entirely 
attached to A<±ind and ready to come over at a moment s iraming 
that Achind being possessed of tlie Castle and having sudi powerful 
assistance it would be too great a nsk for him (Safdar Khan) to contend 
as in all human probability h“ would b“ droveto thegreatest extremities 
when it might be doubtful whether he would escape with his hfc much 
more with his effects whereas now he liad an opportunity of quitting 
the government with all honour and security to himself family and ef 
fects and whoever represented matters to him m any other light he 
ought to deem his enemy that tea our parts we never mchned to be so 
or we should not so long have sat spectators that he knew when the 
troubles fir^t broke out we liad a Europe slap and two grabs at the Rir 
at whidi time he had but few troops and the Darbar quite unfortified , 
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thnt our h-id frcqucnily been at tlie Bar <trcc I ut were alvinj-s 

dist>atch*d aw-tj imircilute!} not to give umbri'’e cither to him or 
Achtnd thit though uc liail been applied to bj boUi to fumi h u-arlike 
stores etc. \\t had nmcf gi\cn the minutest article to cither is our 
purpose ^ "as tool ene a strict neutrality ard c%cn no^\, when matters 
ha%c been earned to such a length that a «ns dcrablo part of the toun 
had been burnt hj which the inhabitants were great sutlcrers Kolis 
brought in on one side and Ganims on the o her ard nothing but dcsoh 
tion threatening the vhole city wc only became mediators between 
them ( ndthat il their own rcipicsl) ttithancjcdiicfly tosa\cfromniin 
so great a aly as Surat and which behoxed him (SafcLar Khan) 'liah 
Adiind ns ard cxcrybodj else scnouslj to think on after the calami 
tics wc had already seen it undergo, that the goxemirert though it 
should be ddnered up to Adimd might stDI be accounted to remam 
m his cnxTi family whereas by hts pcisistmg m an obstinate and dcs 
perate war with his rebtion the remainder of the Ganims tliat were 
at the gates and cm the other s dc the nxer wcmld be called o\tr to 
Achmd s assistance and they toircd with those already in toxvn would 
mall probability of auxiliaries become masters and so possess themselves 
of the city which would be an ignominious blot m the King 1 1 » ^fa5tcr s 
reign and an eternal scandal to all Mussulmcn m which ca<e he and 
his family could erpect no other than the most pgorous treatment 
from the conquerors whereas Achind would at least sit secure in the 
Castle Cut after all if our mediation and good ofliccs failed we 
should be obliged to talc slcIi steps as appeared to us most con 
ducixe to (lat sole end whicli we had laid dovm to ourselves 
of preserving as far as m us h> the city from nim and [trej 
doubted rot ve should have the approbation not only of N«am 
but of the King and he (Safdar Khan) would have only his 
evd councillors to blame for any lU consequences tliat might attend 
himself or family These and many other aigumcnts of the like sort 
the Chief made use of to prevaQ on bun to quit the government os Achind 
on his inrt would hear of no terms unlcs> thb nutcnal point was first 
settled wluch at last Safdar Khan consenting to on the Chief s promise 
of procuring for him seventy thousand Rupees — which Achind instantly 
complied with — and to let Safdar Khan depart m safety with all his 
adherents effects etc m the amplest manner which the Saids and whole 
bodv of merdiants became sccunly for the performance of and here 
the Qiitl remarks the absolute necessity there appeanxl to him of bnng 
mg matters to tins issue not only as Aclimd is so strongly supportctl as 
above taken notice of besides his being possessed of the Castle but like- 
wise as the merchants and the whole town in general from the good 
character he biars incline to have him governor and from Saf lar Wnn 
It V -as notonoas many of them had received great injuries &. oppressions 
and so considerable a body of people on proper rej rcsentations being 
made m favour of Achind wall it is likely be corsidcrtd at Court but 
more especially as they hav e Nizam to back them For these and nuny 
other reasons tliftt nuglt be given he (thcCKwfl hopes he has acted for 
the best but he can t help attnbutmg Safdar Khan s compliance in a 
great measure to the critical arrival of the Au*nista at the Bar with the 
men and stores sent up by the IfonTilc President and Council of Bombay 



62 


THE GAIKWADS OF DARODA 


which however he had never sent for up to town though otten pressed 
to it by Dama)i and Miah Achind that it is with some pleasure he ob 
serves m e have through the ^^hole adhered to a stnet neutnihty TTie 
Board on duly weighmg and considering all circumstances unanimously 
approve of the Chief s proceedings m this important affair rot cnly as 
it respects the safety of the Hon ble Company s Tactory and effects here 
but in reality the safety of the irhole toivn and has gnen a general 
satisfaction 

The Chief then acquaints the Board that Sidi Jlufti one of Safdar 
Khan s officers \vas below waiting for an answer to a request his Master 
had this morning made lor hbert} to reside at our garden house andas 
it IS judged this can be attended with no ill consequences and accommo- 
dating him with a duelling for the present is suitable to us as mediators 
and [Ac] judges hkcwisc it may facihtatc his evacuating the Darbar 
it IS agreed that the officer be called up and acquainted with our comph 
ance which he is accorduigly 

1743 Sural 4th March 1748 {1717 S F GST) 

Letter to BoMSay 

reate That wc had now the satisfaction to ad\ isc them of matters being 
accommodated and that on the 28th ultimo the gates of the city ivcrc 
delivered up to the former [Achind) and that tlie nc\t day the latter 
[Safdar Khan) marched out at our garden all military honours being 
allowed him and to carry off all Ins cCccts witli indemnity likewise 
to all his adherents whidi place at his request wc p\c lutn permission 
to reside at during his stay m these parts as from his discharging a rum 
ber of his people we could not apprehend any detriment would ensue 
therefrom besides as mediators wethought[iOwouIdbeactingal>ccom 
mg i>art to accommodate him in this manner and likcwi'sc mo-t reput 
able to the Hoii ble Company and prevent the jealousy that would alwajs 
have been entertained had he removal to any house wilhin (he city 
walls whereas by his being without this place was entirely reheved 
from all apprehensions and business went on as usual Wc therefore 
hoped thej would approve thereof flicse [are] the particulars relating 
to thfa negotiation tiic Cliicf now wrote the ffon i)fc President that 
jaggannaths behaviour on thisocca«ion merited great commendation 
from his being scat* or head of the merchants he had been found 
of great servace m restonng peace to the city and Jus infl icncc with 
Damaji he had prev-aded on himquictl) to withdnw the Gintms forces 
to the other side of the river whom Mojeen iid-dm Khan had call<^3 
over to his assistance afl which was ere htaf Ic to ffm Ifon We Company 
in Surat as Jagannalh was in their service 

1748 Surat noth March J74S {1717 S F fJT) 

Letter to Bombai 

Dan a/i s W fotc to the HonTile Preaidcnl and Council of Bomba> acquainting 

departure them tint Damiji with aJJ Ins forces were decamped from Ihilparah and 
wercnowortheirmarchforSmgarh that Jaganrnlh atMirMo>ccn udal n 
Khan s request wt. employed to stipubte with this generd the j rcstaiti 
and money to be given him for his services which having accomplished 


I Seat ft coiTOptioa ol uU best or cb>cf (Hol>son Jobsoti) 
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to the satisfictjon of both parties and the Canims making this ipiict 
retreat, the inhabitants svere rchoed from the apprehensions thej had 
all along been under of those people, that Safdar Klian isns retired 
to lus own garden house finding ours loo stnalf for him , and Iiav mg dis* 
chargesl all his troops except about 300 men the city at present was in 
perfect tranquiUilj'; tliat Muhammad Atiqar Khan, who u-as Coicmor 
of the Castle when taken, was set at liberty and Incdina pnvailc manner 
in town 

Domh<iy,4lh April, 17-/S {174S P D J?/d) I7<8 

Ltiler from Surat 

Reccised pcrpattcmaradvaecs fromlheClucf and ractors at Sunt Ptaet 
dated the 29th ultimo [29lh March] acquainting iis tJtat Damaji tlic 
Ganim general with all his forces was decamped from I’lilpanh and on 
his return to Songarh tliat Jagannath at Mir Mojeen iid-rlin Khans 
request liad been cmplojtd to stipubtc vnlh that general the presents 
and money that was to be guen him for his seraiccs winch having been 
accomplufied to the satisfaction of both parties and the Ganuns makmg 
such a quiet retreat the inhabitants were rchevwl from tlie apprehen* 
slons they had all along l>ecn under of those people that SaflarKhan 
finding our garden too small liad removed to his [after he) had dismissed 
all hts troops except about 300 men that Aftiluammad Wioar Khan 
Govcniot 01 the C«tl« (when taken) was set at ld>crt> and med vii a 
private manner in town so (hat at present the whole city of Surat was 
in perfect (ninquiUity 

Sural SlhSeflemler 1737 {I7S7 S & P D 39) 174S 

John Griffilh to Havrsoft llarl Poddam 
Ongm of Surat chauth la ted by Maralha% 

In 1748 Wiah Achmd father of the present Nawab' applied to 
Damaji Gaikvrad to assist him wth troops to depose the Nawab SafcLir 
Khan vvhich the Gaikwad comphcil wilh on condition that Miah Aditnd 
on his being made Nawab should defray the expenses of Damaji s armies 
and grant him a chauth or quarter part of the Surat revenues* 

Sural 2nd June 174S {1747 S F GST) 

Letter from Cambay 

Received two letters from Mr CrommeUn dated the 28th and 30th Cambay 
ultimo advising us that Khauderao vntU about 6000 men came before 
Cambay and pitched his camp within musket shot of the walls 

That the Nawab s vakil was sent to the enemy and returned with 
advice that Khanderao would accept of 75 000 Rupees and two gates 
of the town which the Nawab refused to give them nor would he fire 
at their camp so that they remain as they were only that a party of 500 
horse attempted to surpnse a part of the suburb inhabitants (Kolis) 
but were repulsed with the lossof wieman killed and four orfive wounded 


1 ria&z nd-dw who was Kawab bom ITCS to 1390 IGar Sam Pres 11 129) 

2 Tor the other parts ol this account **» index Cnfflh 
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1748 Sural nth June 17JS (1747, S F 637) 

Lcller to Bombay 

Camhay That vK had recei\ed advices from 5tr Crommehn at Cambay 
that Klianderao, the Ganun had with 6 000 meti encamped before tliat 
city, demanding a large sum of money, but tint v,x since Icamt by private 
letters matters were adjusted between him and the Government for 
Rupees 35,000 

1748 Bombay. ISlh June, 1748 (1713, P D 21A) 

Letter from Surat 

Camhay That the late troubles in Surat, which lasted three months greatly 
impeded the bringing m of goods during that tune OhitSfr Crommehn 
informed them from Cambay that Klianderao, the Gmim general with 
6000 men had encamped before that City, demanding a large sum of 
money, but the matter was smcc made up for the sura of Rupees 35 000 

1748 Surat, 23rd June, 174S (1747, S P C37) 

Leller Jtvm Cambay 

Catnhay Received a letter from ifr Crommehn at Cambay, acfcnowledgmg 
the receipt of ours of the 2nd and acquainting us tliat, their Xawab agree* 
mg to pay the Gamms Rs 32 000, they wert away the 1 1th mstant, that 
of this sum they received 10000 m band 14 000 to be paid m 3 months 
and 8 000 was allowed for the Nawab's loss m some towns they plunder* 
ed , that, as they marched od but very slowly none of the out works 
were demohshed or the guards withdrawn till the 20th when he like* 
wise discharged the ten sepoys he had enlisted, that in future he should 
observe the HonTiIe Company s orders m standing neuter on siicli oc- 
casions, though he was sensible his refusing to comply with what had 
been practised many years and was looked upon as an established cus 
tom, would greatly disoblige the Government 

1743 Bombay, 12lh July. 1748 (1748. P D 2JA) 

Letter from Surat 

Cambay That they had received a confirmation from Cambay of the Ganim 
general having decamped from that city on matters being arljustcd for 
52.0M Rupees 

1748 Sura', 14th September J74S (174G 49, S P S,\) 

Letter to Bombay 

SafJar K \\c advnsc them of Safdar Khan liavnng made an addition to the 
prrpam number of his forces he at first pretended it was onl> for liis own «;ccu 
feritar jjjy byt from his behaviour htcly it wouW seem lie has tlioiights of tigim 
possessing htmsclf of this government or is promptirl by a Incl t1i«no*M- 
tion to do what mischief be can to the town lint I c t,ivcs out lum 
self he Ins five thousand men hit wc judge he may have about two 
thousand with him at tlicgirdcn lii» son Muhammad Winar Ivlian, who 
resides at a house dose to our I actory, has about five hundred mm and 
it IS said, one thousand more \nthm the town arc in his pay and ready 
at a short notice, v Inch circumstances induced us to land the ilctacli* 
mmt of I uropcans from the Rombi> Grab as wc Ind only the I actory 
peons and the Sloop’s detarhment of Topasses for our dchrcc, so that wc 
liopc they will not disapprove thereof 
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Sural, 2Slh Sepiemhcr, 174& {174S. P. D. 21B) 1748 

Thomas Marsh* to Wtlliam Wake. 

Tlic people of Surat know but one way of parting with their pice AcMindm 
to the Durbar, as it is a place of credit, and that is by force. “Ihis they *^<'“*^* 
have been us^ to, and if Achind continues scrupulous in thb point, 

I am in great doubt whether he will be able to keep his adversary out of 
the town, as his men arc v ery sbek without pay, and it is not to be doubt- 
ed but Safdar Khan will bnbe high to get a gate delivered up to him, 
so that we may sliortly expect to be in a very troublesome situation, 
unless Achind can raise money; and il he can do tint, he will raise 
friends apace. I apprehend his necessities iviU cither drii e him to seire 
some of the merdiants* money or to enter into some agreement with the 
Ganims, whom the other [Sajdar) has tempted with an offer of a quar- 
ter part of the revenues, if they side with liim and he overcomes, and 
from such people all that Achmd can eicpcct is to have the preference 
it he wdl make the same offer, as he has not yet been able to nuke good 
his last money settlement made with Damaji for the assistance giv'cn him 
in (he bte vvan besides, the Gamms have long had an c^c upon sharing 
the revenues of this pbee, as they do those of fbmbay. 

Sural, mh Seplmber, 1743 {J74(H9, S. F. 8, f) )7t9 

Leller lo Bombay. 

Wrote the Ilonblc President and Council of Bombay, advising them Sa/Jar K 
tint Saldar Khan did on the 2Sth instant surprise three gates of the out- 
ward wall of the city in violation of the treaty subsisting between him 
and Mir Mojeen-ud^in Khan, and that the wth he possessed himself 
of the ktUadar’s saral. a strong building near the m%varu wall, by bribing 
the ofTiccrs of the Government In the evening he began to raL«!c 
batteries ngiinst the inward wall, and the same night made an attack 
upon the town, so that ttie gates are all shut, and war actually commenc- 
ed, fjo that] we could not send the sloop and gallivats to the northwiiil, 
having been obliged to Lind the detachments for the safety of the Hon 1)16 
Company's Taclory That since Sifdai Khm's seizing the gales he lias 
b^ dally increasing h» forces, ft u judged he may luiv-e now about 
five thourand men, and Mir Mojtcti ud-dm Khan about s« thousand m 
the town and Castle But , as the Chief now wntes the llonTiJc the Presi- 
dent fully on this head which letter he has tthllvforeus we beg leave to 
be referred thereto He alio forwards Innshte of a rocca received last 
night from Safibt Khan Tlvat we arc sorry to acquaint them iliat thu 
has pul an entire stop to that part of the mvestment 

Surat. ISlh CKhher. 17iS (77/5 /9. S T S. 1) I7<j 

Ltlttr to Bombay. 

We advised them tlut Safdar Khan continueil liw attack on the Safijt K. 
town lilt walhout any consideralle success. h>r wlncli we liad not yet 

Lind«l any people from the Drake, but. should the cirainwtanccs of 
affiirs hereafter naiuirc it. we sliould make u« of the liberty given us. 


1 TbciWi* VUtsh. Quel at Sqral. 
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1748 Surat, 22nd Odober. 1748 (1746 49. S F 81) 

Coalttioti agaxnsi Sa/iar Khan 

Coaiiiton Sidt Masud visited the Chiei this day, and after compliments and 
_ expressions of friendship talked on the unhappy situation of affairs in 

^ this city , and said that, in case a speedy end was not put to the present 
calamities they would soon occasion veiy fatal consequences lamented 
the want of harmony in the pnncipal people, and said that nothing but 
the uniting in the cause could prevent the rum of Surat Being asked 
what cause he meant, rephed that o! Mojeen ud-din Khan The Chief 
then asked him whom the merchants and pnnapal mhabitants uerc de- 
sirous of, he said [of) Jloyeen ud-din Khan, but that till they dropped 
pnx’ate animosities it siould be a difficult matter to bring things 
to a happj issue They all agreed that nothing but their and the 
principal mhabitants uniting in Moycen ud-dm Khan s interest could put 
an end to the long penSng troubles and inshed a public meeting 
might be held to agree on measures for the same Tins evening Mojeen- 
ud^in I^an sent to the Chief to desire he ivould pay him a pmute 
visit next evenmg m the Castle, to whi^ he consented 

1743 Surat 24lh Odober. 1743 (1746-49. S F 8 1) 

Letter from Sural 

Mmum We advised them of the unhappy ^ture of affairs m this city, 
fgatfui our apprehensions that, if Safdar Khan should get admittance he migot 
Sa/dar K again set it in flames and that *e thought it necessarj to take the de- 
tachments out of each of the Grabs mih the second officer and thirty 
seamen out of the Restoration and the 2>octor of Bombay 

174S Bombay IGth Noiender, J7S0 (1749 S4 P D Lei to Court of Dir g) 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

Suuef In our address of the 8lh May wc advised Vour ffonourof j-our 
Sumitfi servants at Surat hasmg contracted for jour im-cstment at that nbcc 
with Babuji and jaflerbhoy, the persons who pcrfomicd that oi last 
jTar, and at much the same pnees Tliosc contractors last j'car incurred 
a pcnaltj of Rupees 2 795-J3 pice on part of the mvestment 1748 not 
deliver^ in the time hmited in their contract, which they requested of 
m might be remitted, as it was occasioned by the troubles at Surat and 
to the northward which prevented their bringing m the goods so soon 
as thej otherwise should havedone,* which we being fully sensible of, 
and that no investment had been better performed m all respects than 
theirs we agreed m consultation, the 18lh April, In ortlcr to encourage 
tlicm to exert themselves m the performance of the present, to remit the 
same which, we hope, will meek with Your Honours approval 

1748 Surat, J7lh December. 1743 (1746-49, S F 8, I) 

Letter to Bombay 

fefjarK Wrote the llonTilc President and Counefl, advising of SafiLvr Man's 
nuau/tJ nearer approach to the wills and our apprehensions that either b> force 
or treachery he might make hunscU master of the city 

1 Ibli Mter dliprovei the sutratrot nod* in the Cere ftn cf tXe Fnit 

iney It 123 that tb« •(nifties >t Surat *ettUoU men flan ttnit /Iflif. and that 
trtde tufettd ■» inUrmtlion 
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StiraS inh December. mS {1746 43, S F 8. J) 1748 

Safdar Khan defeated 

This day Safdar Khan sent to the Qiief to desire the liberty of the Safdar J< 
HonTjle Company's garden, as it imm^iately 3 ouied to Osman Chchabi s, defia/ed 
till the time of his embarking, which was r^dily granted , and in the 
evening he went hither great part of his cannon, etc being brought in 
the city, and the rest brought in by Achmd s people 

Sural 19th December. 1718 {1746 49 S F S. 1) 1748 

At a Cons«{f«liort 

Met this day to take into consideration a request that Safdar Khan Sa/Jar K 
through Stdi hla^d has made to us of accommodating him with a com anxious 
modious \essel to carry him to Sind, which being seconded by the earnest ^'*4° 
request of Nawab Achind and all the principal merchants of the place, 
the inconveniences and dangers of Iresh troubles bang duly considered, 
it is tmanunously agreed to furnish him with the Bombay Grab, provi 
ded he embarks by the 25th instant. 

Surat, 20th Deember, 1748 {1746-49, S F 8. I) 1748 

Surat to Bombay 

In our last Safdar Khan has removed from his nrden to ours which 
we permitted him to reside at, as Osman Chellaoi's was not commo- 
dious enough for him Testerday morning Sidi Masud came to the 
Factory and acquainted us that, as Safdar hJian had now removed and 
was making up his affairs be was very desirous of a speedy departure 
provided he was allowed a passage on one o! our grabs to Sind, whidi 
he earnestly requested we would gratify bun in as he rather chose to 
proceed on our vessels than any others which being agreeable to Miah 
Achmd. and all the merchants and inhabitants of the place joining in 
Safdar Khan’s request, we have consented to send the Bomtey Grab, 
provided be embarks by the 2Sth which we hope will meet mth Your 
Honour, &ca s approval especuUy as it will prevent any further troubles 
m the aty, wbi^ we hai e too much reason to apprehend the Dutch on 
the arrival of their ships would spint Safdar Khan up to comioence again 

Surat. 2Sth December. 1748, {1746 49. S F 8 I) 1748 

Departure of Safdar Khan 

This night at near 12 o clock Safdar Khan embarked on board the Safdar K 
Hon’ble Company s bunder pinnace to proceed to the Bar itparis 

Surat SOth December, 1748. {1746 49. S F 8 I) 17^8 

Surat to Bombay 

As the Ganims still continue to stop the roads and distress the city Trade 
on account of the promises made them during tbe late troubles, we have tnierfe 
kept an ensign detachment and a company of sepoy’s till we see how renu 
matters arc likely to terminate That we shall use our endeavours 
that tbe expenses during the troubles a« paid us by the Governor 

Surat ZQih December, 1148 {1746-49, S F 8. 1) I74S 

Surat to the Court of Directors 

Safdar Khan uviai very peacelcdly at a garden between the walls Summary 
for some months . but at the instigatioa of the Dutch and a promise of »/ *rsnis 
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assistance on the anix-al of thar ships, \\hich were then c'cpccted, he 
on tlie 25th September attacked and took a place belonging to (he Go- 
vernment, after which suoicss a number of men entered into his service, 
and he raised several batteries, whicli played on tiie inner wall of the city, 
threatening to bum it to aslies m case he entered and m pirtiailar 
declared that our Factoiy should firiit feci his resentment, as he looked 
upon us as the cause of hisjnisfortunes, although ivcdid notengige on 
either side which we have great reason to apprehend he wns encouraged 
to by the Dutch Affairs being in this situation, we adiiscd the TIon ble 
President and Council of Bombay thereof who upon our represcntition 
sent up a force to be employed at discretion and as the manj' ill conse- 
quences to be apprehended from Safdar Khan’s entenng the city were 
so justly dreaded by the inhabitants, and his long and implacable hatred 
to our nation so well knoivn, we found it absolutely necessary for the 
security of Your Honours' effects and our own lives to succour Miah 
Achmd, which was approved of by the Hon ble President and Council 
of Bombay , ard we have the satisfaction to acquauit Your Honours 
that ywr forces twice engaged* the enemy and made a great slaughter, 
killing most of their officers, and wnth the loss of only eight men, which 
obliged Safdar Khan to come to an accommodation, and terms bemg agreed 
on, he delivered up liis cannon, ammunifion, elephants, etc to Hiah 
Adiind. the present Governor Yesterday came to hand a letter from 
the Hon "ble President and Council wherein they approve on the whole 
of our rnanagement during these troubles Safdar Klian requesting we 
would grant him a passage on one of Your Honours’ cruisers to Sind, 
which being 'igrecable to Miah Adiind and the merchants joining in hts 
^afJar Khan «} request, we consented thereto, and he embarked the 26tli 
By his departure tranquilbty is restored to the city, and trade aviU ogam 
revive which has greatly suffered donng these commotions in so much 
that the Surat merchants who are considerable purchasers at Your 
Ifonours' sales at Bombay, could not be preiuilcd on to appoint their 
agents of which we advised the Hon "ble President and Council, and the 
intended sale was accordingly put off We therefore hope Our proceed 
mgs will meet with Your Honours’ concurrence as w e shall take due care 
that the expense incurred on this occasion is reimbursed us by the 
Govemirent 

1749 Surat 29lh January, 27i9 {1746-29. S F 8, 1) 

Letter from Bombay 

Safdar Received a letter from the Hon ble President and Council of Bom 

K «« bay, adiising us that the Bombay Grab, meeting wrth hard weather 
Bombay on the coast of Smd, at Safdar Khan's pressing request, put back for 
that port and amved the 7tli instant, when he came ashore, fiaving been 
promisixl protection by the President with permission to go away when 
and where he pleases except to Surat 

1749 Surat Uth March. 1749 {1746 49. S F 8, I) 

Letter from Cambay 

Deal Received a letter from Mr Pnee at Cambay, advising us tliat on the 
8th instant he was infonncd that the Gamms at Jambusar intended to 
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sc«e the Modi's boat under pretence of her being stranded, upon which 
he immediately sent a letter thither to let them know tlunl the boat was 
not in the least damaged, but wasonlj obligetl to remain there for want 
of water to come o\cr to the btmtler; tint she was the property of the 
English and had goods of the Hon "We Company’s on l>oard. Therefore 
he expected they would rclaise her. Tint the lOth he likewise wTote 
another letter to acquaint them that, as the springs were far advancc<l. 
if she was not soon released in onler for her prtxreethng hither, he did 
not doubt but we should resent it 

Siircf, hi Aprtl. 17J0 {J7JG JO, S F. S. 0 
from Sotflay 

Tint further we admit tint the Gamms tnfreting the city is a great Bmbay 
hindrance to the bnnging in goods from out parts, whicfi hi\c been long ‘'"“‘r 
prosidcd 

Sural, M April, 1740 {1716^0, S. F. S, I) 1749 

Leiler lo Bombay. 

That the Gamms still continue to block up this city, but, as they arc BngMer 
nmv retreating, and it must be both for the interest of thcCoiemor ofthe 
city as well as them to come to reasonable terms, as otherwise the pbcc 
can’t be supplied ivith proii^ions sufliaent for the rains, and they have 
large qiuntities on their hands to dispose of, wc shall therefore defer 
receiving proposals till we sec whether the country* opens 

Bombay.ind May, 1740 (17{0-40,F.D Ltt to Courl oj Dtr 7/1) »7t9 

Bombay to the Court of Dtreelors 

\Nmen they (ships) came away, the city (St/mf) was in tnnquQhly Siwa/iwi 
witlun Itself, out without infested by the Gamms who impeded all at Surat 
manner ol provisions going in on account of a large sum o! money the 
Governor engaged to give them for their assistance in the late troubles 
The Gamms still continuing to infest the city of Surat, as above 
mentioned, wc for our parts do not think such a situation on many ac- 
counts proper to contract for your Surat mvestment, but. as the Chief 
and Factors there seem to be of a contrary opinion, we Iiave given them 
OUT sentiments fully thereon leaving it to them on the spot not to omit 
the most favourable opportunity of contracting 

Bombay, 18lh June, 1740 [1740-49, P D Let to Court of Dir lA) I7t9 
Bombay lo the Court of Directors 

The Surat Government having settled matters with the Gamms, Suratm- 
your Chief and Factors, after affixing the usual notifications, received 
proposals from different sets of meicliants for jour investment, the 
lowest of which have been accepted bemg cheaper than those of late 
years, an6 were given m’oy crcdita'tite and substantiaT men, wifli wTiom 
we have not before contracted 

Bombay, 2Gth September, 1749 [1746 19, P D Let to Court of Dir lA) 1749 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

By the trouble thit has subsisted in Surat for these two jears past, Losm 
obstructing them in the performance of tlieir contract, Init which we 
shall take care is speedily made good to Your Honours 



Ko 6. DAMAJl’S FLEET (1750) 


^HE extracts under this heading deal with Damaji's fleet 
under the command of Appajirao, also called Gopalrao, 
the Bfifrnora pandit It Is ddUcult to make out from the 
documents to what extent the fleet was really Damaji's; for, 
whilst the Bombay authorities sancLoned the expedition In 
conjunction with the Dutch of Surat against Damaji’s fleet, 
they at the same time gave orders that nothing should be 
attempted against Damafl who was not a public enemy. 
The Dutch Director on his part gave orders not to interfere 
wltli Damajl to the south of Surat, but not to spare him to 
the north of Surat. The relation between Damaji and 
Appafirao Is not Indicated In the documents, though It is 
mentioned elsewhere that, when Damaji was made a prisoner 
by the Peshwa, Appajirao thought of seeking the protection 
of the Sid!. 


DOCUMENTS 


1750 Swra/ 17th Ifcimher. 1750 {1750^1, S V 8 II) 

Surat to Bombay 

Pameji t Th* Dutch Director having lately proposed to the Chief to join 
prrf our vessels to destroy Pamajts piratKaf gallivats which of late have 
be^ very insolent and attacked every vessel they met we beg leave 
to represent this to Your Honour, etc as a very necessary undertaking 
and much more easy to be put m execution at present than it will be 
hereafter, as they groiv stroi^er 

I7S0 Bombay 23rd Novembfr, 1750 (1750 P D 23B) 

Surat to Bombay 

Pamajis Pcr patteoiar came to Tiand a letter from the Chief and Factors 
flirt at Surat dated the 17th instant That the Dutch Directors had lately 
propcBcd to the Chief to jom their vessels to destroy Damaji s piratical 
galhvats which have b«n very insoknt and attack every vessel they 
meet which the Chief and Faetms represent as very necessary That 
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the Dutch, had also proposed to ]oin them to attach and destroy the 
Sultanpur Kolis but as it cannot be done without an addition to their 
force of eight or ten foiling boats and about two hundred men with small 
arms they also recommend this step to our conuderation Tliat their 
cruisers had taken two fishing boats and a botella with Damaji s pass 
which thej detain till thej rccc»e our orders how to dispose of them 

Bombay 30th Nmembfr, 2750 {1750 P D S3B) 1750 

At a ConsuUatton 

In respect to the vessels theyhaxc scued with Dimajis pass they jjimbay 
must be directed to return them to the owners in case they do not belong erdtrs 
to anj public enemy which the Board docs not esteem Damaji to be 

As to what they mention about joining their cruisers with the Dutcli 
m order to dcstroj the piratical gallnuls belonging to Bilimora they 
may do it tn case they think tbcir forces sufficient , but no military can 
at present be spared them to attack the Sultanpur Kolis 

Sural Isi Decmher 1750 {1750-51 S T 8 It) 1750 

Al a ConsuUaiton 

The Chief calls this meeting to acquaint the Board (hat (he Dutch 
Directorhadproposedtohimtojoinuswith aforccand make an attempt €xptdi\9n 
to destroy the piratical vessels under the order ol Appajirao whldi U 
agreed to provided we do not attack any port belonging to Dama]! 
or those m fncndship with the English 

Suftft 1st Decmher 1750 (1750-51 S F 8 It) 1750 

Orders to Coftatn John Sanders 

You are to proceed in search of the fleet under the orders ot Appaji j}«,*av 
G<n>al(commonly calledDamaji s) all which you arc to use your utmost orders 
esdcaiours to take bum sink or otherwise destroy if you meet them 
on the high seas or any nvers or creeks to the northward of this ^r, 
unless It be in a port of harbour belonging to Damap or any of our allies 
but on no account to nsk any of your people on shore to act in a hostile 
manner 

Surat 1st December 1750 {1750-51 S F 8 It) J750 

Dutch Dtreciors orders 

Translate of the Dutch Director and Council s instructions to Cap- 
tain William Setvis orders 

As the Bilimora pandit Appaji Gopal cruises with the fleet called 
Damaji s against his will* and shows his insolence daily more and more 
in so much that he lets nobody go unmolested as he has shown the small 
shi^ S^eekmas, anii tbn. koiA Las*. •m.'m towroi 

to mamtain a sharp engagement for full three hours against eleven e?>1li 
vats leaving behmd them a particular boat diat was under their com 
voy To tamehismcreasuig msolenceas well as to revenge the wrong done 
us and likcw ise to keep under this growing power we thought proper to 
resolve in Council this 10th November to draw all the Company s force 

I This can only mean aga^nsl Uoma/t sivU oo that U e fleet e ther did not be- 
long to I>amaj or lilt did acted pint c^7 without Damaji s consent ormdespte 
oi ms orders 
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together ind after strengthening it as much as possible to join Math 
the English to put this in <»ccuti(»i You are hereby as soon as jtju are 
out of the nver to join with the squadron of the English and thus com 
bincd to go in searoi of the Bdimora sea ro\crs and attack bum and 
destroy him wherever jou can find him to the northward of Surat road 
m the sea nvers or creeks no place excepted but not in any nver to 
the southward of this road belonging by an acquired power to Damaji 
not to give him any reason of disomtent Thus will require jour and 
Captim Sanders particular care as commanders over the squadron not 
to cut ofl his pass to fly to the nver to the southward You may 
ruin and destroy hun as well before those nvers as to the northward 
but may not come within or over an> bar of any nver to the southward 
as IS already directed but well without or before them You are also 
not to land on any place but <mty to destroy the vessels 

1750 Sural Jllh December 1750 {17S0-S1 S F 8 11) 

The naval expedilim 

KoUs The last spnngs our craisers m company with those of the Dutdi 
ptmshtd went in search of the Bihmora piratical gaUivats but not falling m with 
them held a consultation and judgmg themselves strong enough went 
to Sultanpur and destrojed fifteen sails or vessels belonging to tlic 
Kohs 

1750 Bombay 13th December 1750 {1750 P D 23B) 

Sural to Bombay 

Dama)ti Per pattemar came to band advices from the Chief and Factors 
!>• pre at Surat dated the 0th and Iltb instant That their vessels in com 
pony with those of the Dutch were on a cruise after the piratical gallivats 
of Bilunom That the commanders of their three vessels had acquaint 
ed them they wxre not strong enough to proceed to the northward with 
a convoy without the Shark they therefore desire she may be sent up 
as soon as possible That as the bolelb and fishing boats do not belong 
to anj public enem> but to Damaji they sliall release them 



No, 7. RENEWED STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY BETWEEN 
MIAH ACHIND AND SAFDAR KHAN (1750.1753) 


Gazetfer of the Bombay Presidency gives a mere 
outline of this unexpected revolution, v/hilst the Surat 
Diaries supply us with a detailed account, which gives os an 
insight into the nature of this contest. It was apparently an 
old family feud between Miah Achmd and Safdar Khan; 
but in rcahty it proved to be a triangular conflict; in which 
the Sidi, the Dutch and the English were involved, everyone 
of them anxious to secure for himself a preponderance that 
would enable him to lay down the law to the others. The 
Sidi wanted the Castle? the Dutch were anxious to obtain 
trading privileges ; and the English were bent on getting rid 
both of the Sidi and the Dutch. DamajI profited by the 
disturbances to snatch away a half of the bone about which 
the three others were fighting; but he was not allowed 
to enjoy the spoils in peace; for the Peshwa interfered and 
claimed his share. Such were the principal actors in the 
revolutionary drama, in which Miah Achind and Safdar 
Khan played rather an insignificant role ; so far from being 
the stars of the show they were little more than supernu- 
meraries. 


DOCUMENTS 


Bombay, 29lh January, 17S0 {1740-5i, P. D Let to Court of Dtr 2) 1750 

Bombay to the Court of Directors 

\Vc have in our former advices ob<icr%ed tJiat the Mogul s authority Situation 
is little regarded in distant parts ol his dominions, and that the Marathas Surat 
will m all probability subject the city ol Surat to theif go\ emment. 
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They now ^vant to share the customs wth the present Governor * who 
may probably acquiesce to it as he must otherwise beat a greater expense 
than he can well bear to support himself in his government against 
them which creates great discontent m the city in so much as it is not 
improbable but the ^lef merchants and others may either call in their 
old Governor * now at Tatta or male a new one in which case all due 
care sliall be taken that Your Honours pnvileges be preserved but for 
the two years past we have been obhged to keep some of our military there 
to prevent such ills ensorng to the Factory as gener^y happen from 
sudden and disorderly commotions which has created some exceed 
mgs in the expense of that Factory although all the extraordmary ex 
pense of the late troubles have bwn fully disdiaiged by the present 
Governor 

1751 Surat 8lh January 1751 {1750^1 S F 8 JI) 

Surat to Bomiay 

Besiunnu Some days ago Miah Adund having some words with All Kawa* 
0 / troubu i^aji his cousm the custom master forbade him commg to the Castle 
or Darbar and took from hun most of his equipage furniture and cash 
and ordered hun to depart the town on winch he retired to a garden 

f iromismg to depart In a few days But instead of that has taken re< 
uge at the house of Said Zecn where tivo of Achmd s disaffected oiHcers 
and several of SafdarKhansslaveshavehtely taken shelterunder the pro- 
tection of Sedt hfasud rvhose people yesterday on Achuid s porters te 
fiismg to open the gates to let in the horses and furniture of Ah Nawaz 
lOian broke them open and earned the horses etc to the house of Said 
Zeem This has so alarmed Achmd that he u making entrenchments 
before the Castle and all round the Darbar which has so mtunidated 
the merdiants that they have removed all their goods Iroai the bunder 
to their own houses 

1751 Surat 31sl January 1751 {1750^1 S F 8 II) 

At a Consulfattm 

Sum/ The principal merchants and shroffs waiting on the Chief this room 
t) trchayiis mg and mfonrung him they wanted to consult with us what was proper 
to bedonc in order to get theCammsoutof the tomiand il possible put on 
end to the disputes between the Sidi and the Governor on account 
of his screening his cousin Ah Nawar Kfian who fled to him and they 
acquaint^ hun that the Gosemor would engage that the Ganims sliould 
leave the town as soon as Ah Na^vaz Khan should depart The Chief 
assembled the members of the Board and alter a long debate it was 
agreed tliat the mcrcliants accompanied by our Modi (who acts as \*akil) 
should go to the Sidi and acquaint him inth what Adund said and to 
acquaint [rejiies/J him [he) would as he had promised see that AIi Nawaz 
IChan departed soon and a messenger was sent him tliat they were 
coming but he desued they would defer so doing till the afternoon On 
which the merchants took lease promising to meet us again at four 


1 “nie Go^efTlOr here allode*! to U Miah AcUod who with the help of DamtJI 
had exiled Safdar Kban from Sunt (Cor Bar StaU I 4St) 

2 SafJar Khan mod his son ^ qu Khmo came back to Surat to 1751 (Gar 
Dam im II 123) 
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o clock which thej aaordinply did j\od scnJm^ a^^in to the Sih 
tljit the merdants were rcad> to come to liim according to his appoint 
nent he apain put them off On whidi at Itieir desire we sent the Modi 
to know of him when Ah Nawai Khan shoul I depart to whicli he answer 
ctl m three daj-s He was then asked if ..t tl e expiration of tlut tunc he 
slioold fail so doinp m case the Coiernor si oukl use force to obhge him 
whether he would assist or oiposc hun to which he answerctl that he 
would neither encourage him to ataj or opt*»e his going Tlic Goixr 
nor tcirg acquainted with lus ansiser wns wiling to wail till Slondij 
the 4th of next month and we sent the Siliwon! occonlingly ind if 
he did not then comply there must he another mecling to consuler what 
further is to be done m this materul concern to tlie city in gcneraL 

Sural 4lh rthruary 1751 {USO^T) S T S U) 1751 

Surai to Homlay 

The merchants hinted tliat they were desirous of our assisting JIuh rtarof 
Achind and were ready to pay any diarpes which might attend our 
doing so as they all wm ^CTy apnitlicnsisc tliat the Ginims will take 
the opportunity of making themseuxs masters of the town whiJv these 
disputes subsist and a report actually prevails tliat thmaji with a Urge 
force IS daily expected at Pulpaiah a place withm three miles of this 
city but haling due regard to \our Honour &cas orders wc a«surcd 
them of CUT readiness to use oui endcavewre to promote the general good 
of the city but desired to be excused entering into any such engage 
ments. 

Sural Cth March 1751 {1750-51 S T 8 IF) IJSI 

Surai lo Somlay 

Achmd and the malcontents ha\e been duly acquainted tliat we 
shall oppose the aggressor with our forces if they proceed to extremities 5 lua ion 
As yet they ha\e not come to blows but Safdir Khan s slates under <'* 
the Sidis protection are daily raisuig men and All Nawaz Ivhan is still 
with them and refuses to depart the town wc don t apprehend there 
is a probability of their soon comuig to an open rupture but shall care 
fully watch their motions and endeavour to presen e peace between 
them 

Surat 3Ut March J7ol {1750 51 S T 8 11) 1751 

Sural l<j Bombay 

Yesterday the Diwan acquainted the Board tliat he had intercepted Crnnitg 
letters from Sidi llasud Muhammad Wiqar Khan (Safdar Khan s son) trot bit 
Sidi Mufta and several of Safdar Khans slaves wherein they write Saf 
<lar Klian to come from Smd and that they wUl place him in the govern 
ment and that Sidi Blasud has actually sent g^hvats to Sind to bring 
him on which he says the Governor is determined in a day or two to 
send Ah Nawaz Khan out o! the aty by force and if Sidi JIasud assists 
him to commence hostilities agamst him also The Sidi has declared 
he will not mterfere but wc fear is not to be trusted so shall keep on 
our guard The Syren will sail the 5th of next month and by that tune 
we imagine our vessels will arrive from the northward when we hope 
we shall have force sufT cient to secure the Hon ble Company s Factory 
and effects m case the two parties should come to blows 
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Sural. 5th April, 1751 {,1750 51, S F. 8, XI) 

Surat to Bouthay 

This IS dispatched express to acquaint Your Honour, etc that 
early this morning Miah Achind, the Governor, sent to acquaint Sidi 
^fasud that he could not with patience any longer bear AIi Nawaz Khan 
to remain in town and that he was determined on this day to oblige him 
to depart by force , and that lie expected he would not only, according 
to Ills promise publicly gnoi, suffer him quietly so to do, but as the Kings 
officer he would be assisting to him. to which he returned for answer 
that All Niwaz Khan shoukl remain here and that he would protect 
him m so doing On wlncli about e^ht this mommg. Miab Acliind 
began to fire on the Sidi and both sides have been warmly engaged ever 
since, though with httle loss on either side Safdar Khan’s son, all his 
late officers and sK\ cs lia\ c deebred for the Sidi and make a very strong 
party, though as yet they do not seem to have gained any advantage 
We are puttmg the Factory in the best posture of defence we are able, 
and as we expect our causers from the northward tins evening or to- 
morrmv at farthest, do not esteem ourselves to be in any danger 

We judge now things cannot be accommodated mthout the fall of 
either Adund or the Side, as jet neither of them have dared to molest 
ns, and wc keep on the defensive fiU we receive Your Honour, dca's 
further directions 

St/nr/. Cih April. 2751 {17 50-52 . S F. 8, II) 

Surat to Bomb ly 

This serves chiefly to enclose duplicate of our address of yesterday's 
date and to advise Your Honour, etc that this morning Ah Nmvas 
took possession of the Darbar Uirough the trcaclicry of some of Mtah 
Acliind's officers who had the command of that pbcc, since wluch. Sail 
Masud has publicly by beat of drum caused Safdar Khan to be decbrwl 
Governor of the town About five hundred houses since yesterday 
have been dcstrojiid by fire, and Miah Adiind is now retired with all 
his people m and under the Castle guns 

Surat. 9th April, 1751 {1750 51, S F. 8, 11) 

Surat ia Dornlay 

Smcc the scirure of the Darbar the Sidi and Safdar Kluan s sUnts 
ha\c seized on four rocrdiants and shroffs, and forced fmm (hem upwards 
of 40 000 Rupees and it's thought will continue these practices to the 
great distress of the town 

Adtind s people luvc this day made a sally, and dcstrojaxl the baf • 
icnes whuii lue otlicr party were raising against the tastic, ani Irom 
the cannon therein greatly annoys them He reports he has proMsions 
and ammunition for two j ears and tliat he wll defend it to the utmost 
On the other hand the Sidi deebres he uitcnds to take, and make him- 
self master ot, the Castle, and cstablisb Sihbr Khin Cmrmor of the 
Parlnr llic Gamms are retired out of town, but stop prtmsions and 
trade of all kinds front coming in, ami threaten to return with great 
numbers ot men to re>cngc the Suits bunung the house of ^bdliaiTao, 
one of their pnncipal oTiccrs. 
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It w reported It c Si h hii protnuttl the Piitcli tliat ihej slull lx>gm TkrDuick 
on tli«f works in two daj'S 

We hold the Factory in a pood posture of defence Our fa i ty 

wc keep near it hand mu Ime po\sc5sion t! the ntj pate to tlic wati r 
side near our Factor) The keys of all the other pates arc m jwbsciSion 
of the Sidi 

Surat 12th Af^nl 1751 {t750Sl S T S 11) 1751 

At a renr«/WiOTi 

Thts mectinp is called to take into consuJcnition Mnli tcliinds Sjf.jn 
request of sendmp two of our noard to the Castle to confer with him , »«•?«»< 
which being thought msorunble Vessrs Pcliganle and Hunt wailcil on 
him Tlie purport of wliat passed is entered at full after this consult 
ation 

5Kf«f 12lh April 1751 (1750-51 S F S II) «75l 

Rr/ort o/ \f«STS Delagatje and Hunt thnr confmnet uitk tfmft tcfimi 
After being rcceiitd in a scry fncndly manner Xfuli Acliind repn> 
sented to t« the distressed condition the town wns reduced to through 
the Sidia acting in open opposition to him i>utting Ah Niwaa m p^ 
session of the Darbar and declaring Safdar Khan Cosemor and that 
he had no hopes of reducing his enemies and settling the town in tran 
qunhtyagatn without the assistance of the Honhlc Company by who«c 
means he had been placed m the gosemment and tliat as he had not 
cither before or since acted contrary to their interest he liopeil the 
Honlile Company would still protect him He hicwuc rcpresentetl 
that the Sidi attempting to bring m Safdar Klian in open defiance of 
the English after having been so btely turned out bv the Honble Com 
nany s forces' for hia oppression of the mercliants of the town and mis 
behaviour towards them was not only an instance of iits presumption 
but that il he succeeded must frosc fatal to the HonTilc Company s 
a Hairs at this place as the Dutch liad jomed his party on promise of being 
permitted to build a fortress and enjoy particubr privileges 

In answer to all avhKh he was assured that although the Hon'ble rnvsy* 
Company continued the sam** fncndsliip for him as formerly the late 
ness of the season and the present occasion for their forecs in other parts 
rendered it impossible for them (we feared) to aflord him their assistance 
at this juncture otherwose tlian by their good off ccs as mctlmtors That 
therefore if he coul 1 thmk of any proposals for a treaty towards set thn;' 
the town in tianquilhty and putting an end to the great calamities which 
he laboured under that ui such case wc should be earnest ui cndcasojur 
mg to bnng matters to a sjiccdy and happy conclusion 

In reply ^cAioaiiteAyiehaflTiottTTnstoproixBcynat AiS-ns* 
were likely to effect a jieacc with the Sidi for Hut he was determined to 
defend himself m the Castle and to the utmost of his power wool I en 
dcavour to recover the Darbar and still hoped tl e Hon ble Company 
would aflord him theu- assistance as the most effectual means of fnish 
mg the troubles without which he intimated that his extremities might 
Iw a means of the Castles falling into the lunds of his enemies rail cr 


I See letter of the 30th December 1748 to the Court of D recton 
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than which he ofTered to deliver the Castle into the HonTile Company s 
possession wfh all its revenues provided they would agree to put him 
Cnvffyj in possession of the Darbar This we told him ivas a proposal we could 
not listen to but he strenuously insisted that we should recommend it 
to the Hon bic President and Councils consideration and get a speedy 
answer and then dispatched us with the strongest injunctions to secrecy 
and insisted on havmg Mr Lambes and the rest of the Gentlemens 
answers sent him the next day 

1751 Sural 13th April 1751 {1750 51 S F 8 11) 

Mtah Aclnnds request 

Ach Upon our Modis being sent Ibis day to give the answer which 

pTopoia i Achind made Messrs Dclagarde and Hunt promise yesterday and to 
desire to know whether be had any terms of peace to propose he again 
begged that we w ould wnte the Hon ble the President and Counal of the 
proposal he made yesterday that he was desirous to give up the Castle 
with all its revenues provided only they trould only engage to fix him 
m the Darbar 

1751 Surat 13ih April ml (1750-51 S F 8 11) 

Surat to Bombay 

TA« Ouich It 18 now publicly reported m to%vn that the Dutch have agreed to 
introduce Safdar Khan into the government of the town on condition 
that he shall give them a fimun the same as the Hon ble Company to 
pay only lOOOO Rupees annuaUy in lieu of customs and that they have 
permission granted them to build on theur wharf such works as they shall 
think proper and land all their goods there and it s said the Sidt and 
Safdar Khans slaies have given them a wntten grant tor these three 
articles on his behalf on which they publicly assisted his party with 
powder and shot and the day they were engaged Jfuncher and several 
Dutch servants were publicly seen delivering them out ammunition 
water and provisions 

1751 Si rat 13th April 1751 (1750-51 S F S 11) 

Surat to Bo nbay 

The S dt The Sidi s aim he said is to fix himself in the Castle and sliake ofi 
his allegiance to Rajapur and by means of his fleet and Castle to keep 
the Governor of the towm continually m awe 
TkeDuUh Yesterday morning Muhammad \Viqar Ivhan in behalf of his father 
Safdar Khan gave leave and orders to the bncklajers to work on the 
Dutch wall and they have this day actually begun to sift and mix up 
the chunam 

1751 Siral 17th April 1751 (1750 51 S F S 11) 

Surat to Bombay 

Uoptfvl As yet Achind makes a bold stand in the Castle not one battery 
oiiihoh against him has done the least hann on the contrary the enemy have lost 
numbers of men in attempting to raise them and for want of ammuni 
tion and money grow daily dissatisfied with one another and do not 
seem to be Ukely to agree about the office eacli man proposes for him 
self Achind has the waterside open and provisions and men come 
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in as often as he nants them He has some battcnes before the Castle 
from which his people nuke some suoxssfol sallies 

Agreeable to Your Honour &ca*spossitueordersweha\enotespous Mohitd 
ed cither party but content ourselves with securing the Hon ble Com 
pany s Factory and eGects m the best \«iy we can notwithstanding the 
Sidi s people ihuly molest the boats going doivn to the Hon 1)10 Company s 
vessels yesterday in particular they stopped a pinnace which was going 
down with carpenters and stores to the SharL cruiser and took out all 
the stores and beat the lascars and carpenters \iolently When we 
complain to the Sidi of these insults he cxtldly says they are not done 
by his order and that if u e can find out the people he will punish them 
but takes no pains to find them out himself 

We are but too credibly informed that at night in a consultation Factory 
oi all the officers o! Safdar Khans party it was resoHed to bum the 
Factory as soon as the fairmonsoon IS over andallthellon bleCompanys 
vessels gone from the Bar Sidi Mufta (the next officer to the old Sidi) 
proposed putting the scheme m execution immediately but the old Sidi 
was of opinion that it was more prudent to defer it till all the Hon ble Com 
pany s vessels are gone for the season as it is out of Youi Honour &ca s 
power to send us up any men and they resolved according to his opmion 
It IS impossible wi^ the number of men we have to prevent this Factory 
being fired when we are attacked and at the same time defend our 
selves as it 15 surrounded by a great number of houses which are not 
conunanded by any part of out Factory Being well convinced of the 
truth of this resolution we thought it most prudent to send Your Honour 
etc 30 000 Rupees of the Company s cash lying here that their nsk 
may be as small as possible more especially as we shall have no occasion 
for it till after the nuns 

Wehaie ]ust now received a message fonn the Sidi telling us not to Ftarless 
send any of the Hon ble Company s goods by boats from our water-gate tudt 
but by Iwd to his bunder and ship them off there We returned for answer 
that we were determined to have the nver open for our boats and that 
if he stopped any of tbem we should be obliged to repel force by force 

Surat ISth April 1751 {1750-51 S F 8 11) 1751 

LetUr from Bombay 

As you say that you have forces sufficient to defend yourselves Ba nbay 
and the Jfon ble Company s Factory ive would hav e you observe a stnet orders 
neutrality and on no account engage ymirselves as principals on either 
side as we cannot at present spare any more forces to support you 
nor have we conveyances to send them could they be spared 

Sural 25lh A fril 1751 {1750-51 S F 8 It) 1751 

LetUr from Bombay 

From what you wnle us of the situation of aQaus there is hot too Bombay 
much reason to believe that the Sidi will cany his point ui replacing orders 
Safdar Khan in the government of Sniat nor is it in our power at this 
time to act openly in the obstruction of it having no forces to spare 
and if we had it would be impossible to send them from the Aiteness of 
the season We can therefore caiJy repeat what we wrote juu in our 
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liAt, tlut, ai \'ou jxmi Ji-i\c ^ifRcicnt forces lo de/end ^wur- 
vI\M. j-oit arc (o olwtnc strict nculnhty ami by no means engage as 
jvnmcs on citlicr «»de. 

1751 Surat. f7/'i Af^rif, mi {t7S0S1, S. C. //) 

Sural fa Ihtnla \ . 

Stnttftan In nvutd to the trot«bI« /« Iohtj mc slnll strictly /blltnv Vour 
iaiurdi litmojjr. Aca’s onlcrs ami not cngigeas jiartio i*n either side At [•re- 
sent there seems to lie little ajijicarancc of SafiUr Klun’s taking oujtt 
posscs-Mon of the government, Muh Acliiml seeming abo hkvly lent 
on mnmtnining himself In the Castle, from whence he tbily i>y his fire kills 
some of the people belonging to the other party and dcstro^-s their bal- 
tcncs. 

1751 Sural. 2Uh Af'nJ. 1751 {1750^1, S. f. S. II) 

Sural la Ihymhay. 

Trtoiltry This IS jnirposcU* to advise ^-ou that in the evening the Qjicf rccciV' 
ed a mewage from Miah Aclimij. acq-oaiMing him llial upon ha h-vvnng 
intelligence that three of fus oflicera, who had the cliargc of the Castle* 
pate, had a design to dehior rt up to Uie Sidi, that he lud thereupori 
confined Ibcm ond the same evening inlcreeplcd Idlers fnnn tJie &dj 
to the said ofBcen, which confirmed u. and found that the Suh attacking 
the Castle the 2Cth m the morning so bmkly was owing to tlic promise 
he lad been nude by the said ofBccrs of delivering to him the pate \«th- 
out opposition, which he fortiinafeiy prevented by his intcuigcncc of 
this design, and killed about forty of the Sidi’s men in the attack. > 

1751 Sural, SSth Atnl. 1751 {1750-51, S F . 8. IT) 

Letter from i/e»«fwy 

tr<iKilpay Mull Achind's proposals of putting us m possession of the Castle 
kiiltatct and Its revenues, on condition we settle him in the Darbar, must unavoid- 
ably engage us as a party in a war, which at this tune of the } car we arc 
by no means able to support, having no vessels to transport any forces, 
were we inclined to send them, neither do you acquaint us what those 
revenues arc, or whether they woidd ansv’cr the undertaking Things 
of such consequences requite jxjur being irmcJi fuller. 

Tk$ DuicM We cannot doubt but you will use all means in j*our power to pre- 
vent the Dutch carrying on their foriificitions or getting any grants 
winch may be of any validity, which we can't tlnnk any obtained from tlus 
rabble can be 

1 751 Sural. Isl Afay, mi (1750^1. S F 5. //) 

Sural lo Bomhay 

Athind-s If this propcwal [Mtah Aclund's) is accepted Jbah 'tchind will give 
taoposals the HonTiIe Company the revenues of the Castle, which were formerly 
1 00 000 Rupees per annum, arising horn the rents of four villages, but, 
smee the Gamins are grown so powerful in these parts, those rents are 
reduced to 22 000, and 10 000 Rupees more is now paid by the Governor 
of the town, and tlie Sub's tanUia. which is a certain fixed proportion 
of the customs, and other revennes were formerly 300 0W Rupees 
per annum, but is now reduced <o from 1,65,000 to 1,75,000 Rupees per 
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annum through llie decay of trade; and for both these and the govCTn- 
ment of the Castle, the Mogul's firman, we judge, may be easily proaircd. 

The possession ol the Castle would put the Ifonhlc Company's affairs, 
and the English trade in this city on a \ ety' secure footmg. 

We shall carefully watch every t^portumly that offers to prevent ThDuuh 
the Puldi carrjmg on ihetr works; but, unless the Governor of the 
town is a friend to the EngUsli, it will be ent/rely out of our power to 
prevent it. 

Vestcnlay the Sidi desired tint the principal merdianls might come 
to the Eactory in order to confer about settling the town ; and accor- 
dingly they came; but instead of miUnB any proposals, they ony asked 
us vrhy wc put the Tactory in a pceture of dcfwicc. Wc answered tint 
crcumstanccs of affairs rcquirwl it and assured them of our earnest 
desire to make pence, desiring them to go back to the Sidi and consider 
with him of some method of sctllmg the town, and return to us with his 
proposals Tills day they went to him; when the Sidi desired them to 
meet at Sidi Zeem’s to consnU about it. but hr t ms'istcd that the fust 
proposal they should make should be hts being put in possession of the 
Castle Upon whicli the nerdaots dedared to him that it seemed to 
them that the English had mtentions to make pence, of winch this his 
proposal had not the appearance, and unmediately took their leave and 
veeot home, 

SuraL 3rd Mav, 1751 {1750 51. S. F. 8, //) 1751 

InUrcepUd Litter 

Extract from a Utter from Coja Vertanus. the contractor for llie 
Honhle Company’s investment, to Muncher. the Dutch broker Utter tndangtr 
intercepted and opened by the Surat Chief and Council 

Sohrabji wrote jou concerning Dantaji I hope >oii received Iiis 
letter. Kana has wrote from II>derabad to his brother at Satara not to 
let Dama]i escape ahve, but to kdl him He is now surrounded by 25.000 
of Nana's forces. 

Surat. 3rd Hay, 175 {IISO-SI, S F 8. II) 1751 

InlercefUd Letter. 

Extract from a letter of Nasscrwanji to Muncher, the Dutch broker Damaji 
letter intercepted and opened by the Surat Chief and Council «« danger 

Danuji IS siurounded by Nana’s forees 

Bombay, JOlh 5Iay, 1751 {1710-54, P. D Let (9 Court of Dir 2) 1751 

Bomliay {o the Court c/ Directors 

On the 5th ultimo Miah Achmd. the Governor of Surat, and a body Sum«o*ji 
of malcontents headed by the Sidi came to an opw rupture, occasioned «■/ 
by a dispute between the said Kliah Achmd and his nephew. All Nawaz 
Khan, whom bis uncle had formerly put great confidence in. but had dis- 
graced him at present and turned him out of town He returned in disguise 
and joined Sub Masud and all the late Govmtiot’s (Safdar Khan) fnends 
who were disaffected to the Governor Miah Achmd, who demanded 
that Sidi Masud should put Ah Nawar Khan out of town, conforroable 
to a promise he had made him, but instead of complying, he sent the 
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Governor word that he would protect him in the town on which the 
Governor began to fire the Castle-guns on Sidi Slasuds house This 
put the whole town in arms and some hundreds of them fell the same 
day The eecond day by the treachery of some of the Governors 
officers Ah Nawaz Khan got possession of the Darbar and they drove 
a body of Gmims out of town whom Shah Adund had brought in 
for his own secunty The malcontents were no sooner possessed of 
the Darbar but they proclaimed Safdar IChan (former Governor) 
Governor of Surat and it is supposed that Sidi Masud intends to make 
himself Governor of the Castle when he takes it of which there 
seems no great probabihty as Mjah Adund s cannon from the 
Castle has levelled all the works they have yet attempted to raise 
and he is well stocked with ammunition and provutons both which 
the malcontents are short of Sidi Hhtsud we loiow sent some vessels 
to Sind to bnng Safdar Khan over bat it is doubted whether he 
will come without the consent of the English which was never asked 
before they proclaimed him Governor The Dutch it is said have 
given Sidi Masud a sum of money and supplied him with a vay small 
quantity of gunpowder (one candy beuig all they w oald spare) on his 
promise they shall carry' on their work and they had actually begun to 
mix ^unam and other matcnals Great number of houses arc burnt 
others plundered and many persons have lost their lives 

Before they came to extremities your President used all possible 
means to prev ent it by writing to bo*h parties and by getting Commodore 
Lisle to let some of the Kings ships lay at the Bar which kept them for 
some time in awe till four ships were l<»aded with freight-goods out of 
the town for the Gulph of llfo<^ and Persia and Itfr Lisles tune of 
departure approached Our Gentlemen at Surat had orders to observe 
a strict neutrality and they have frequently assured us that they have 
strength sufficient to defend the Factory should anybody attack tfxcm 
which we think they wtU not venture to do How this affair /nay end 
we cannot pretend to say but should the malcontents carry their point 
in reinstating Safdar I\Jian in the government of the town wc make 
no doubt of havuig Your Honours ruman and pnvdcges continued in as 
ample a manner as ever This affair liappcns at an unlucky juncture 
when the settmg m of tlie muis will cut off all communication by 
sea but as some jealousies begm to nse amongst the malcontents and 
they make separate applications to your President wc hope it will 
come to a sp<^y condusion 

17S1 Sural JfflA 1751 {1750 51 S F 8 ll) 

Letter from Bombay 

Itifoma letter of the 1st instant you tell us that if the Governors 

tonetfiid proposal IS accepted of he will giV’C the Honble Company the revenues 
M of the Castle the sum paid b> the Governor of the town and the Sidis 
tanlffia How the accepting bis proposal can put us in possession of 
these revenues is the question vre want to liave cleared up to us The 
former appears by y’our advices to be in the power of the Ganims to grant 
the second perhaps may be recovered while tlie Governor of the Darbar 
IS kept under rrulitary disaplme but how the latter is to be come at 
without the Sidi s consent rs what we cannot find out for vre are quite 
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unacquainted that Ins tanhha u-as e\er annexed to the revenues of the 
Governor of the Castle We therefore desire to have the<;e particulars 
more clearlj explained to us 

Surat 2ht May 1751 {ISoO 51 S F 8 IT) 1751 

Letter Jrom Bombay 

This you utII receive by Captam James Sterling under whose com Troops 
mand we send Lieut Levich a hundred military (mostly Europeans) 
and a hundred sepoys vihich v,e hope will be sufficient for the protec 
tion of the Hon hie Company s Factory and eOects 

Surat 22nd May 1751 {175051 S F 8 11) 1751 

Sural to Bombay 

Achinds proposals made on condition of fixmg hmi m the Govern Jchuids 
ment of the Darbar by which as he and the Sidi were at that time con pfcpo^at* 
tending for it Achmd meant that we should |om him publicly in turning 
the Sidi out when it would be m his power to pay the tankha and it is 
not likely that he wiU c\’ec dispute his engagements while the HonTitc 
Company are in possession of the Castle wl]^ will always be a suffi 
cient awe upon the Governor of the town 

The Ganuns have for some time received a quarter part of the 
revenues el the town and while we are willing to let it be contmued to 
them they wiU hardly dispute our receiving the revenues of those vil 
lages annexed to the Castle 

There is great reason to believe that there never will be a lasting S PPtwt 
peace until one party is in entire possession of both town and Castle . 
and the other drove out and it appears to us dangerous to trust that 
party which has already been tumra out by the Hon hie Company s 
forces* considering the unforgiving temper of the Moors Continu'd 
troubles in the town must in the end prove more expensive to the Hon bl» 

Company by the necessity there will be of having a force here for the 
secunty o! their Factory and effects than loinmg Achjnd at this tune 
m turning the Sidi out besides that the flonhle Company is to reap 
the above-mentioned advantages for joinmg Adund now and if Safdai 
Khan becomes entire master of town and Castle the Dutch who liavp 
acted openly for him all along are likely to have great influence with hmi 
to the Hon blc Company s prejudice 

The Sidi s party from then batteries continue to attack the Castle Failun 
but with no success 

Since the nevra of Damaji s being taken prisoner by Kana s forces Damait 
Khinderao a considcrabk officer of the former and Appaji Copal the " 
commandmg person at Bilimora its said have designs of coming hither 
ui order to the protection of Sidi Masud 

Agreeable to our advices of the Srd instant we have cnliated four "S 
hundred country scjxij-s completely anruxl with matchlocks sivords *‘*^'*” 
and targets who are esteemed as good as any in these parts 
Surat 20th May 1751 {1750-51 S F S It) 1751 

Letter from Bombay 

TUts wc dcspatcli by pattemar to advise you that the Owef s letter Omd Oo* 
to the Honhlc the President relating to our taking possession of the ^ poiefrs 


I Sec Ictttr of the 30th December 17'IS to the Court of Directors. 
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Castle proMdod Achind can no longer nwmtam it has been laid before 
the Board and avhich having been duly weighed and considered we are 
of opinion that such a step requires the greatest caution and conduct 
and ought not on nny considcntjon be entered into by us so Jong as it 
can possibly be avoided but if Adnnd should be so hard pressed as not 
to be able to hold out any longer against the enemy we pennit jou to 
tahe possession of the Oistle in the Moguls name and then only at 
Achmd s particular request and upon his entering into a wntten obliga 
tion to dcfia> all expenses You most ako have the concurrence of 
the whole body of merchants by a wntmg under their seals Although 
we have given jou the above latitude jvju are not to be too sanguine 
or hasty m putting it into execution but wait until matters arc earned 
to the very last extremity when it becommg unavoidable for us to re- 
main neuter \vc judge it more for the Honble Company s interest and 
honour for jou to tahe possession of it until wc hear from Court 
than to let it fall mto the hands of Sidi Ufasud from whose behaviour 
since the commencement of the war we have great reason to apprehend 
that shcftitd he get into quiet possesswMv of the gov enmvent we shall not 
be able to cany on our trade in that free and reputable manner as u 
consistent with the Honble Company s honour and their finnan and 
privileges Secrecy above ail thuigs is absolutely necessary and which 
we recommend to you for should it come to the knowledge ol the Srdr 
the HonliJe Company s effects and your own lives may be endangered 
and as you are on the spot we leave it to you to act as may be most 
conducive to the Honble Company s interest and as circumstances 
may require but as above stnctly enjoin vou not to engage in the 
troubles until matters are earned to the very last ejetrenuty and Achmd 
can hold out no longer We would not have you enter into any engage 
ment for fixing him in the Darbar as we jud^ the forces you have with 
you not suffiaent to effect it for by dividing them mto small parties 
they run a risk of bemg cut off You must also be careful of Sidi Masud 
as the Honble the President has lately intercepted a letter from his 
agent here wherein he advises the Sidi to cut off the detachment lately 
sent to Surat in their passage up the river 

1751 Surat 3rd June 1751 {1750 51 S F 8 II) 

Surat to Bombay 

Solder Yesterday monung about 7 o clock «ie of our Portuguese soldiers 
oisauUfd coming from church was attacked and wounded by an Arab belonging to 
tte Sidi from whom he immediately snatched his scimitar and wounded 
him in two places We immediately sent to the Sidi to complam of 
this insult who instead o/gmng le any redress sent for answer that firs 
people were very iingoveniablc Soon after we were infoirned that 
they v,ere assembled together m a tumultuous manner threatening to 
attack the Factory and oti our Bombay sepoys making ready before 
our Mourchers [7] the Sidi s people fired on them as they did on Captain 
Sterling who marched thereupon with a guard of 60 men to view round 
our quarters on which a battle otsued and all Safdar Khan s party 
joined to attack the Factory which they continued to do from adjacent 
houses tiU 10 at n^ht when the Sidi desired a cessation of anns for 
24 hours which was agreed on We had nine soldiers three Bombay 
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sepoj’s and twehe Surat, killed and forty wounded, Captain Sterling 
^vou^ded in the foot wth an arrow, and lacut Levick. in the shoulder 
wth a musket ball, Jlr PjTn has recened a shot through the calf of his 
leg and Mr DeUgarde one through his thigli Their keeping in the houses 
rendered it impossible for us to do them any significant mischief as we 
are to leeward of the Sidi and therefore could not conveniently dispossess 
them fay fire We shall do our utmost for the good secunty of our 
Hon’ble Masters’ aEairs here , and as to what loss the Hon'blc Company 
may sustain in stock Your Honour, etc have sufficient m Bombay 
now on the Jiddah and Mocha ships belongu^ to Sidi Masud, Sidi Mufta, 
etc of that faction to make them ample satisfaction 

Upon our signal being made Captain Sanders fired ten of the Sidi's 
galhvats and entirely destrojed them 

Surat, Clh June 1751 {1750-51, S F 8. II) 17SI 

Letter from Bombay 

We cannot help saying that jour enlisting so large a number of the Bembay 
country soldiers is \ o.ry cvtnordinary, and vve think unnecessary, as it is u.arn\ng 
putting the Hon ble Company to a large expense for people whose fide 
hty. in case of >our being attacked cannot be depended upon as in all 
probability they would be influenced or mtunidated by the opposite party’s 
seizing their families 

Surat, lOlh June 1751 {1750 51, S F 8 II) 1751 

At a Constufalion 

This night a treaty was concluded between us and Bcgler Khan, xreaty 
otherwise \Vtc\ar Khan and Hafiz Masud Khan as follows 

Beglcr Ivhan [IVt^ar Khan] and Hafiz Masud Ivhan on the King s 
side having had a skimish with Mr Lambe Mr Boucard used his g<^ 
offices as mediator betw cen them and it is hereby agreed that Mr Lambe 
shall not m any manner assist Moycen ud-dm Kliau or send people to 
the Castle 

Mr Lambe is in possession of the key of JIulna's gate which we 
have demanded of him when it was agreed that four of oar people should 
sit down at the gate and one belonging to Mr Boucard and that the 
Gov emor of Bombay shall be ivrotc to for his orders if the key must be 
given up If an answer thereto does not come soon all who sign here 
to oblige themselves to send a paltcmar and wnle a second time To 
this the Dutch and French Chiefs sign as witnesses 

Sural llth June. 1751 {1750-51, S F 8. II) 17S1 

Sural to Bombay 

The reason for our signuig thu. trciti. which binds us up so much Excuses 
was that our officers declvrcd to tis we could not hold out against the 
enemy Jor above two more attacks, and because they earnestly entreated 
us to make peace on any terras except that of givi^S 'ip the key of the 
gate, which would entirely cut oS our zeticat if necessary 

Though it was not expressly mentioned m the treaty that we sliall MuJna 
give up the key, yet we are well assured if we do not, that it will m the Z-n* 
end occasion a fresh rupture with the Sidi, zf we give up the key. our 
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retreat and all commumcation >vith our \csscls js then cut oil. and it 
«e arc aftenrards stticked and Jtaic the iwret ot the engagement, we 
shall be without resource 

Chtfi It appears to us sety slnnge lint our officers should think it neces- 
turt'nsf sary for us to liav-c 5,0(X) additional forces (o act offensively against 
the Sidi, whose whole force cannot cxccctl 6 or 7,000 men, especially 
as they all frequently dcdarctl liefore the engngement that 100 men 
wxjuld be sufficient to bnng the Sidj out of Jus quarters and Irom the 
Sidi’s own confession to kfomr Uoucard, as wdl as [to] Aga Ilazak, 
the Persian agent, liis declaration, who wns actually present with him 
diinng the engagement, he was under the greatest apprehensions while 
our military adv’ancctl upon him , and had Captam Sterling not retreat 
ed in great disorder to his quarters, before he had lost a man (for the 
two he lost were in the retreat), we have great reason to behevx we should 
have got the better, for tlie enemy did not enter the Jiouses round the 
Pactory till after Captam Sterling's retreat 

17S1 Sural lllh June. 1751 (1750-51, S T S. 11) 

HoyeoU This day the Sidi caused a drum to be beat about town, publicly for- 
bidding peons Of senunfs of any Jjnd to enter our service and at tlie 
same tune put the butchers etc under obligations m vvnting not to 
supply us with meat or provasions of any sort 

l7St Sural Ulh June. 1751 (1750 51. S F S. IT) 

An extia The Sidi sent to the Chief by the hands of Monsr Boucard the above 
fioiKjfi rnentioned writings for the butchers etc denying their having been given 
by his order, but said it was done by M'olaJah's (one ot his dependwts) 
without Ills knowledge as be hunscU bad only ordered peons entering 
into our service 

1751 Surat 2Glh June. 1751 (1750-51. S F $. IF) 

Surai to Bombay 

AchmSs Last night by a letter from the Castle we are informed tliat the 
reguest gamson is in the greatest want of daJ ghee and other necessanes, and 
Adiind requests we wdl find means to supplj him therewith, whidi 
being contrary to our agreement with the Sidi we have declined, but 
fear, if Achmd cannot find means to supply lumself with these articles, 
he wiil soon be obhged to gire up the C^tle to the Sidi, which will be 
of the utmost bad consequei(», as in case he should get possession of 
the Castle and agam attack the Factory and worst us, we shall have no 
resource left nor shall we have any means left of recovering the large 
extraordinary charges which have been meurred by these troubles 
tt'e UsePffijK tvqaesC I’bcrr Hbnoat; dtea 's imsKdate cfrcwfiiavs' t& 
act Should we go into the Castle, the Company's effects here are certain- 
ly lost , and should the enemy get possession, both we and th^ are 
entirely at their mercy 

SiiJi 4 ae The 24th the Sidi sent word to the Chief that a boat from our ves- 
evsahom sels with dj ghee and other necessanes went the mght before to the 
Castle , which though we gave linn the strongest assurances to the con- 
trary, he yesterday morning sent few Mr Boucard and told him that he 



DAJIAJIRAO 1732 1768 


87 


\v’as thoroughly convinced thit we had notwithstanding all we had said 
He also told the said gentleman that he was informed the Hon ble Presi 
dent had through Mulnas means wrote to Nana to send his forces to 
Surat to act m concert with us to turn him out and tliat m consequence 
thereof Nana was sendmg 20000 men iutho* and thereupon obsened 
that he was sensible 1 e could not stay here in sudi a case but that he 
should never want bread for that he could go to Jafarabad and act hke 
the Sultanpur Kolis 

Surat 3ri July 1751 {1750 51 S T 8 II) 

Surat to Bombay 

Two of the principal merdiants acquainted us that Sidi Masud 
declared to them that he was in hourly expectation of becomutg master 
of the Castle and told them that he had therefore lately withdrawn 
all the people belonging to Alt Nawaz Khan and the rest of Safdar Khan s 
party from the battenes round the Castle and placed those that are 
immediately m his servuce in their room which has occasioned that party 
to be very much dissatisfied these as well as many other circumstances 
make it generally believed that he not only designs to make himself 
governor of the Cistle but of the town also 

Surai 7th July 1751 {1750-51 S F 8 XT) 

Letter from Bombay to Surat 

We advise >ou at all events not to deliver up the key of the water 

S te as vt wall entirely cut oS all communication with jour vessels and 
.ewise as it concurs in opuiion with your ofiicers with whom we are 
concerned to observe you should have any difference more especially 
at this cntical juncture when unanimity is so highly necessary and in 
cumbant for your mutual safety With r^rd to sending jou any 
lecruits or stores as you desire you will know it is impracticable for us 
to effect it at this season of the year and mdecd we think the forte you 
have fully suffiaent to defend the Factory Therefore [li’e] cannot 
approve of your enhstmg any more sepoys 

Bombay lUh July 1751 {1751 P D Z4B) 

At a Cousullalton 

The Gentlemen at Surat have never yet given us the least hint how 
the Honlile Company are to be reunbursra the monstrous expense they 
are to have been at on account of the troubles We do not doubt the 
truth oi which they affirm of theu not having supphed Achind with 
provisions although Sidi Masud s jealousy might cause him to suspect 
it It can be no secret to him that after Nana had taken Damaji etc 
prisoners he issued orders to part of his army to subdue the provmce 
of Gujarat so there could be no occasion for the President to wnte to 
him to ipin his forces to oua and. he. uow dadan^ tA the Wsyjihft. did. 
not nor was ever the Slulna empk^-ed m such an affair by him In 
regard to Sidi Masud s inclinations for piracy we do not doubt of it 
but we cannot conceive that he will choose to make war upon the English 
unprovoked as we shall shortly be able to act on the sea as we think 
proper ' 

t Ihis extract must be read lo otly « th the letter Irom Surat dated the ‘’5th 
Juae 1751 
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1751 Bomhay 17lh July. 17S1 (J7S3, P D 24B) 

Ai a Ccnsullalton 

The The President acquaints the Board that he lias recciicd repeated 
^fsj‘sh messages trom Ramap Pant, acqimmtmg him that Nana had given 
Pesfiwa to his army to mardi and subdue the province of Gujarat, and 

that he was also determined to settle the tnmquilhty of Surat, but would 

not place any person in the government wthout our approbation The 
Board are therefore, of opinion that the President ivnte a complaisant 
letter to Nana and acquaint him that we thmk the most proper persons 
to be fixed in the government of Surat are such as may be appomted 
hi the Mogul 

1751 Sural 23rd July. 1751 [1750 51 S F 8, tl) 

Letter from Bomhay 

Bomhay \Ve approve of the writing* you liave given Begler IChan [IVtgar 
orders fihan] and Sidi Masud not to assist Moyeen ud-din Khan it being com- 
formable to our repeated orders to you to observe a stnct neutrality and 
not make yoursehea a party tinneccssanlj’ Indeed we sincerely wish 
you could by any means contribute towards the settling of the Iran 
quiUity of the town by using your good ofliees between the contend- 
ing parties We do not apprehend any great inconvenience can anse 
from Sidi Masud's having four people at the water gate, if he does not 
insist on more, but agreeable to what we have already ivrote you, you 
are not to deliver up the key 

I7SI Sttrai 23rd July. 1751 {2750^1, S F 8. II) 

Surat to Bonthay 

Tnackery There seems to be no probability of Aehind and the Sidi coming to 
an accommodation, as the Sidi insists on the Castle being delivered up 
to him and yesterday a conspiracy vras brought to Jiglit in that place, 
three Habshi ofTicers m Achmd's service having agreed to deliver up thO 
largest batteiy (called the King's battery) to the Sidi s people and 
to assassinate Achind in attemptmg the latter, one of them was killed, 
and the other two made prisoners 

1751 Surai, 2Jlh July. 1751 {1750-51. S K 8. II) 

Letter from Bombay 

Bombay You wrote of going into the Castle as a thing jou make no difTicuUy 
anrtou* m. but as 5'Ct have not informed us how you arc to get possession of it. 
Tlie only conditions wo have heard were that you were to put Aclund 
in possession of the I>3rbar, which we are mor^iy certain you cannot 
do, and [/ioir] you arc to be supplied with provisions, if you were possessed 
of the Castle, is not at all ci^r to us, and for this doubtful dtance of 
getting possession of the Casih ymr are to sacrifice aB the IJoahJe Com- 
pany’s property in Surat, which wc cannot think, at all equivalent, nor 
have you hitherto given us the least hint how the Ilon’blc Company 
were to be rcunburecd the monstrous expense they' are, and have been 
at on account of these troubles. If Achind was m the distress you re- 
present him when your letter was wrote any orders from us can be of 
no consequence, as he must have sunendered before now 
1 See extract dxted Surat lOib Jane, 1751 
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Surat. 20lh July . 1751 {1750 51, S T. 8. II) ‘^51 

Sural to 

The Sitli lias hitherto al\va>-s declared that he designed tlie go\em- 
ment of the towTJ for Safdar PClun, but from what has Iiappened of late 
It appears that he designs, if he takes the Castle, to keep both tint and 
the town himself. 

The Sidi of late treats all the head oflicers with very little respect, 
particularly Muhammad Wtqar Khan to wliom he used to go in the 
beginning of the troubles when he sent to desue to see him , but lately 
he his ci\ illy refused three or four tunes going to Muhammad ^Vlqar 
lOtan upon his being sent for, saving he would «3me when he was more 
at leisure 

The extremity which Achmd js m has made him for some time Achtnd 
desirous of receiving the Hon Tile Company’s forces into the Castle on 
any terms as the securest way he lias of sa\mg his life at present, and ‘ 
m hopes that Your Honour, etc might be induced to do somethmg for 
him in future , but, as he sees he is not to expect any assistance from 
the Engltsli, he is making an agreement wilh Nana, and it is thought, 
if he IS able to hold out against the Sidi’s forces till Nana’s forces come 
this xvay. that he will dehser up the Castle to them The Sidi suspect- 
ing some treaty’ was carrying on between Acliind and Nana has lately 
taken up Nana's agent and sent liun to Damayis people at Namn 

As the Sidi's behai tour all along made us judge that he would sooner Prepa 
or later attack us, we thought it necessary to provide against the worst rahont 
that might happen by lodging two months provisions for all our people 
on board the vessels, which we proposed carrying into the Castle if we 
had been forced to take refuge tliere and vvlucli we were only able to 
get down on pretence that we designed to remove to our garden to pre- 
vent any accidental quarrels between our men and the Sidi 

As to the Honble Company being reimbursed the very heavy ex- Expensts 
pense they have been at to defend their Factory during these troubles, 
unless Achmd is reinstated, we can see no way to recover it 

It being likely that the Castle vvJI soon toll mto the Stdi's hands, rns/rve- 
m which case the government of the town will be fixed either in the 
Sidi or Safdar Khan, we beg Your Honour &ca s directions how we are 
to act , whether, provided they assure us the Hon hie Company s finnan 
and pnvil^es shall be preserved we arc immediately to deliver up the 
key of the gate, dismiss the mercenaries and remove out battenes, as 
wc shall then have no pretence for teepmg them 

The Sidi always dedares that he will attack the Factory as soon as rattory i« 
ev er he has certam advice that Your Honour &ca s design [is] to send a 
force up hither , and we are well assured that he has constant and quick 
advices from Bombay at this time, though we can’t find out from whom 

Bombay, 13ih August, 1751 {1751, P. D. 2iB) I7SI 

Letter from Surat 

C^e to hand a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated 
the 31st ultimo advismg of their having ivrote us the day after, and proposal 
that Monsr Boucanl had that morning waited on the Chief wnth a mes- 
sage from the Sidi mformmg him that, if they would take down their 
battenes and discharge their Surat mercenancs, the Sidi would visit 
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liim and endeavour to make peace m the town but that he would never 
come to the Tactory tiU they djd so That as the Sidi had ne\er yet 
gi\en them any reason to beheve that he had any desu-e to be at friend 
ship with the English they desired Mr Boucard to tell him that they 
could not do as he wanted them without orders from us that if they 
could not comply with the Sidi s demand Mr Boucard was directed ^y 
him to desire them to wnte to m about it That Monsr Boucarf had 
promised the Sidi that he would wnte to the Hon 1316 the President on 
the same head That the Sidi did not msist on the key of the gate as 
before 


Bombay 13lh Augusl 1751 {1751 P D 2iB) 

At a Conssdlation 

Taking the Sunt advices mto consideration SidiMasuds proposals 
to the Gentlemen there for dismantling their battencs and di^argmg 
their Surat mercenincs that he might visit (hem in order to settle the 
unhappy disturbances of the eitj appears to us so very cvtraordinaiy 
that we cannot with horiour or prudence come into it as it will be putting 
the Hon ble Company s prepay and the hves of the Genllemen loo 
much in the power of a roan whose word m such case cannot be relied 
OR with any degree of confidence If he is really desirous of seeing 
the ^lef he may alirays have a meeting with him at some indifferent 
place without going to the Factory and of these our sentiments the Chief 
and Factors arc to be advised ttiat (hey may acquaint Jlfonsr Boucard 
accordingly 

We are greatly surprised at their writing us that Sidi Masud has not 
insisted any further on the key of the gate whereas both he and Monsr 
Boucard mention it as one of (be fornier demands. 

Bombay 22nd Augusi 1751 {1751 P D 24B) 

Letter from Surat 

Came to hand advices from the Chief and Factors at Surat dated 
the 30th ultimo and 10th instant That the agent of Damajts officer 
Khanderao who was m fnendship with the Sidi said that Damap had 
settled with Nana' and would be that way shortly but they doubted 
the truth of it as they judged the Sidis tal^g so very sudden a resolu 
tion of visiting the Chief proceeded tom lus fear of I^ana s forces coming 
that way soon and that therefore he was willing to accommodate 
matters in town before they could amw to be the better able to oppose 
them 


1 These ramours that the I^bwa and Daoiaji had come to tenns were pre- 
mature Sir Ct S Sszdesaj Sindry gQppfafiAo tb&owibg chronoToeicard'afa toed 
on hlaratha sources On the llthMajr 1751 Damajl removed to I^oona where 
he was confined tn a pnvate boose On the 14th Kovember 1751 Damaji 
was transferr^ from Poona to I^ogarb la 1752 Damajicomp! ed w thtbe Peshwa s 
demands. The deed of division u dated the SOtb Uarcb I/S'* but an agreement 
was arrived at before for It would seem that on the 2Sth February KS** Damaji 
was sent into Cajarat so ttat he was set free a few days prior to the 2otb Pebmary 
1752. 

The release of DamajI is meat oned in an extract of the Surat Dury dated 2Ist 
rebruary 1752 and published in this compilatioD 
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Upon the whole the Gentlemen are not to dehver up the Castle 
jf once possessed of it tUl the Hoo ble Company are reunbureed alJ their 
expenses the gnnts and pnvil^cs confinned to them and the aty of Surat 
settled in perfect tranquilhtj 

1751 Bombay 18th September 1751 {1751 P D 21B) 

Extract from Diary 

Shpi Sailed the Prince George Shaftshury Eastcourt and Bombay Grab 

sent for Surat the weather having been very foul for tlrese three days past, 
preventing their going sooner 

1175 Bombay 20/h September 1751 {1751 P D 24B) 

Sural to Bombay dated the lOlh 

End of The Sidt sent a messenger to the Chief to acquamt him that the 

truce cessation W'as to expire that day and no progress had been made towards 
a peace and was determined to attack the Castle 
tw That two days past Achind sent word to the Chief that he could not 
^ jmw hold eat Sor ivsnl provisi&ns sad a/ asg ks ske^M sgaia be pressed 
and that therefore on his being again attacked he must be obliged first 
to request of them to take possession of the Castle ivbich zf they refused 
he would rather than deliver it up to the Sidi giv e it up to some others 
by which they have reason to believe he means the Dutch as their people 
had frequently been with hun of late 

1751 Bombay 20th September 1751 {1751 P D 24B) 

Letter frenn Sural dated I7ik September 

Aeh nd in That their endeavours have not been wanting towards bnnging about 
distress a peace between the two contendmg parties m town had hitherto 
met with no other success than procunng a cessation of arms for 20 
days which being expired it wa« hourly expected hostilities would com 
mence agam by Achind s situation of which we had been from time 
to tune duly informed it was easy to judge what must be the conse 
quence 

„ That the Governor of Broach wrote the Chief that he had intercept 

re/trti ed two letters from Safdar Khan dated at Catch one to Muncher and the 
other to the Dutch Chief wherein he says that he was to embark on 
board a Dutch Grab that day for that place 

1751 Bomba} SOlh September 1751 {1751 P D 24B) 

At a Comultaiton 

The President acquaints the Board that since our last meeting 
Uamsied he has received mtelligence of Safdar Khans being to embark for Surat 
on a Dutdi vessel coming from Sind that ho had therefore wrote to 
Commodore Jodrel and m case of bis meetmg the said vessel on no 
account to insult the Dutch colours but to lodge boats m such a manner 
as might secure hun when going into the nver That he has also wrote 
to llr Lambe to use all (he means in ha power to sciie and send him 
iuther on the Bombay Grab whidi is approved and a letter ordered to 
be wrote the Chief and Pactors accordingl} 
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Borrbay Ut October, 1761 {1751 P D f/B} 

Letter frcm Surat 

Ihnt SafdarKh.inam>fdthercthatcLi> ona Dutch Crab from ‘'ind Sa/Jarai 
and laruicd at the Dutch gardens at Athwn v^hcncc he wnincdiattly 
proceeded for Sahbatpura gardens where It was said he intended to 
reside for the present 

Bombay Slfi October 1751 {1751 S P 2113) 1751 

Letter from Sttrai 

That as soon as they had received advnccs of tlie reinforcements 
coming up they provnded everything in the best manner they could for oceup td 
their recralvon but the Sidi prevented their getting boats cnougti for 
bringing them up which occasioned the officers in a consultation on board 
to «encl up the Bombay Grab with them the dclaj occa«ion«l by their 
being sent up in so large a vessel gave the Sidi time to ruse a liiittcry 
at Umra and send forces down there and obliged them to negotiate a 
disadvantageous treaty which was almost concluded when the Sidis 
people went and attacked ours a little Iieknv Umra where they knded 
to dress their vactuls This attack obliged them to advance against 
the Umra battery which they took that all their men were landed at 
the Castle which reinforcement they hoped would be sufficient to cope 
with the Sidi That they were constantly m expectation of coming to 
an engagcttient and had used their utmost endeavours to bnng the Sidi 
to reason but ui vutn That they should not land an} money or tner 
chandue till the town was settled in tranqu llity 

Bombay ICth Odoher 1751 {1751 P D 240) j7Sl 

LeUerJ'rom Surat dated l^th Oelober 1751 

Tne> had concluded a treaty between Saldar Khan and Sidi Masud Catth 
wherein they agreed to evacuate the Castle and withdraw all their forces eiaetiaud 
immediately 

Bombay 18th October 1751 {1751 P D 210) 1751 

At a CoHSuUatfon 

The President then laj-s before the Board a copy of the treaty which Treaty te 
the Chief and Factors have entered into with Safdar Khan and Sidi pudated 
Hlasud which he has received from a pnvatc hand The articles where- 
of are unanimously disapproved by the Board more especially that for 
their evacuating Surat C^tle as keeping possession thereof was the 
chief secunty for recovering the expense incurred on this occasion and 
our orders to the Giief and Faclora being peremptory not to deliver it 
Up 

Agreed that the President wnte to Safdar Khan and Sidi JIasud 
letting them know that notwithstanding the Chief and Factors have 
entered into a treaty with them yet we diall never submit to any sucli 
Ignominious and dishonourable terms as we always have it mour power 
to take ample satisfaction from the Government of ^urat 

That the President also wnte to Miah Aclimd acquainting him that 
it was never our intentions to desert him as wc found the Chief and 
Factors had done by the treaty th^have entered into with Safdar Khan 
and Sidi Masud but that we shall still continue to behiend him 
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1751 Bombay ISih October, 17itl {1751, P D 24B) 

Bombay to Surat 

CastJt io We acquaint Uiern that \ve had ordered Captain Lane if he had not 
be held withdravm himself and his forces from the Castle to continue there 
but if he had [and] Achmd [kos] still in possession thereof to return 
to It again with all the force he could collect but if the Sidi had taken 
it to remain on board the vessels till further orders 

1751 Bombay 22nd October 1751 [1751 P D 24B) 

Letter from Willmn Lane^ 

Castle former acknowledges receipt of ours as also from the Presi 

evacuated dent s directing him not to evacuate the Castle Tliat he had acquainted 
His Honour under the 14th instant of the peace that was concluded 
but that the conditions he was afraid were not so advantageous to the 
Company as might be wished That the same day he received orders 
to embark all his men arKf ammimition in the Castle ivith all expedition 
and that the Dutch would assist hiro %vith lascars and boats to carry 
the same on board the Grab etc which he had executed before the Presi 
dent s or oar orders came to tond but on receipt thereof dispatched a 
letter to Mr Lambe and Council and acquauited them of the orders he 
had received not to quit the Castle They replied ivifh on order a second 
after it to get embarked as soon as possible that the Company s aCairs 
and effects depended upon him gouig as well as their lives That he 
had embarked his people on board the vessels lying at Athwa waiting 
for the springs to get to the Bar That the Sidi had 17 thousand men 
and was building tottenes down the mcr to stop all vessels That the 
Grab had received some damage as well as the rest of the N'easeb 
What forther orders he should received at the Bar where he was ordered 
to ^va^t he could not tell That he was just ordered to send Ensign 
Pillans to the Tactory with a detachment of 40 men that the rest of the 
people were embarked from the Factoiy and would proceed for the Ikir 
tile first springs That last night be had received the Prtsidcnt s letter 
and one to the Nawab ivbidi be debiered at the Castle That he ivas 
informed Iilr Lambe bad given the Sidi a note of band for two lakhs of 
Kupees 

1751 Bombay 22nd October 1751 [1751 P D 2lD) 

Letter front Wslham DtelC^ 

Ca lie Captain Dick in his letter of the 19th ad\Tscs the receipt of ours of 
naaiaud thc 13th and that peace was concluded the I5th an 1 our forces order 
cd to be withdrawn from the Castle He did not U< uht but the Chief 
and Factors had acquainted us with all their proceedings as then all was 
privute with them liavwg no communication with the I ictoiy but by 
means of our fnends the Dutch However Air Lambe wrote that the 
gates would that day or the next be oponerl and a free communication 
with the Factory [esiabltshed] That thc 17th he received Captain Lane 
witii his people etc on bcoirl the vessels when he rccemxi orders to 
proceed to thc Bar 


1 AN ilium Captain with the troops at Surat 

S AViUum Dick Capla n vnth tl e troops at Surat 
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Bombay 23rd October, 1751 {1751, P D 2/B) l7Sj 

At a Consullalwn 

Captam Viilliam Lane 1 u!.\*irr evacuated Surat Castle contrary to the £«"« 
positive orders sent him by the President which he hasacknowlcdjited the rtcolUd 
receipt of is therefore to ordered down hither , and Captain Thomas 
Andrews sent up in lus stead 

Bombay 20lh Odober, 1751 {1751 P D 2JB) 1751 

Letter from Philip Jodrel * 

That as Captam Lane and the rest of the military ofTicers judged 
that they had not force sufficient for to throw themselves into the Castle editu 
It would be most prudent not to break the treaty now subsisting until 
such tunc as Captain Lane had received a proper rcmforccment from 
Bombay so that he might with safety get the militarj and stores under his 
command into the Castle and that as soon as he had got possession of it. 
then immediately to stop the nver 

That Miah Achmd was still m possession of the Castle but {if] 
was reported it would soon be delivered up thrmigh tlic (rcadicry of his 
officers He further advises that the Sidi conlinurf lo fortify the banks 
of the nver and our gardens and that the Dutch tiad IS guns mounted 
at their bunder so that they were stdl suspiaous of their reluming 

Bombay SOth October 1751 (1751 P D 24B) 1751 

Imported the Hector InJm Surat with a letter from the Chief and Treaty 
Factors there of the 2Sth advising of having entered uito a treaty with 
Saldar Khan and the Sidi through the mediation of the French the Dutch 
and two Padres 

Bombay 10th November 1751 (1740-5 f P D Let to Court of Dtr 2) 17 SI 
Bombay {o the Court of Directors 

In our address of the 24th August cnclcecd ^our Honours wUI Si at ary 
observe that your servants at Surat were apprehensive of Sidi itasuds 
attaclung the Factory and they frequently repeating these advices 
tons and there being no prospect of the troubles being decided without 
our interposing wc came to a resolution of sending up a considerable 
reinforcement with orders to jour servants to take possession of the 
Castle (as we know that was the chief secunty for recovering to Your 
Honours the heavy expense incurred on this occasion) and not to deliver 
it up until the charges were fully reimbursed Your Honours grants 
and pnvileges confirmed and the aty of Sorit settled in perfect Iran 
quillity ^Iiali Achmd the Governor of the Castle received our forces 
with open arms but jour servants keepmg most o! the people m the 
Factory and 400 Surat mercenanes in \our Honcrurs pay revolting 
^vathaS'di.aiJ.Qijpictjiruf.y ot5»i«a«i!wl«ij£AbR,ra/Aw/ wvgviha, wav/pas 
as obliged your servants lo come to a treaty the articles of which arc so 
scandalous more especially that for evacuating the Castle that we 
entirely disapproved and annulled the same and directed your servants 
to relinquish the Factory Hessts Delagaide and Scott are got safe 
hither but Messrs Pym and Hunt m attempting to escape were seized 
by the Sidi s people and are now at the Dutch House and ^Ir Lombe 


I FhU p Joditl CotoiBodore ot the Cogfash ships 
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remiins now in our Pactory Nevertheless as Nana the Ifantln general, 
has sent an officer to treat with the President about the Surat govern 
ment and his promised to dn>e Sidi Masud Out of the place and not put 
any person in possession thereof but what may be agreeable to us we 
hope we be able to conclude everything m an honourable and advan 
tageous manner more especially to secure the tanUm which mil enable 
us to miintam a stout fleet without any additional expense to Your 
Honours Besides wludh the Red Sea with i cry rich cargos belonging 
to the Surattcr which we dnll not permit to depart the port until 
matters are adjusted A particular detail of the whole will be trans 
initied [lo} Your Hrwioiirs by the Sliaftsbury 

1751 Bombay Uih iVowmfcLr, 1751 {1751, P D 21B) 

Treaty leiiA the PeshTta 

Tftoiy Raman Pant being come over to Karanja and hiving intimated his 
wuh desire to the President that some person might be sent to him to confer 
Ptskwa on the subject of the Surat affairs and other matters he accordingly 
dispatched Mr William Andrciv Pnee with the directions to treat on the 
following articles as agreed to by Gangadharpant 

1st ^trf To assist mdnvTiig out of Surat Sidi Masud bxs son and Sa/dar 
IChan or if taken prisoners to be delivered to us 
2nd Art The tankha now enjoyed by the Sidi to be preserved to the 
English 

3rd Art Miah Achmd to remam killadar of the Castle 
4th Art All our charges and expenses meutred to be made good to us by 
the Surat Government 

Sth Aft The Dutch wall to be demolished by the Marathas 
8th Art To have a settlement at Jambusar Mth the same pnvileges as 
at Cambay 

7th Art We to build our factory at our garden in such manner as we 
judge proper for our trade 

Sth Art The Castle to be kept by us till everything is settled and all 
tlie Honble Company s pnvileges to be preserved in full 
force 

9th Art Thit Nana shall enjoy one quarter of the revenue of Surat as 
offered by Adiind 

10th Art If any disputes happen between Nana s people and the Moors 
Governor the £tigli^ to be umpires 

Arlicles agreed to by Richard Bourchier Gov rnor of Bombay vi behalf of 
Pandit Pradhan (the Nana) and ly Gangadhar Viswanatk his agent 
1st Art The said Pandit Pradhan diall enjoy one quarter part of the 
revenues of Surat atyand the distnct theieof for collecting 
which one otha officers shall assist there wiUi a few people 
and a house to be allowed him to dwell m 
2nd Art If any Maratha merchant shall come to Surat with Pandit Pra 
dhan s licence he is not to be molested 
3rd Art Wiatever goods are bou^t and sold at Surat for the use of 
his sarlilr and Kamajipant no customs to be collected ind 
all those merdnnts under his protection shall pay no more 
than half customs 
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4tli Art Should It upon an> uiRcnl occision be ncccs5ar> to call an> of 
the said I^ndit Pndhan s armiM for llieir a<sistancc their pa j 
and other charges to be paid out ol the whole amount and 
of the lestnues 

5th Art \Mien the Surat Go\enimcnt is settled the Engluli shall join 
their forces with those of Pindit Pradhan and a'sist in re 
ducing Jafarabad where the English shall have a factorj when 
the SLirathas arc possessed of it 

Treaty between \tr Lambe and Council at d Saf Jar h) an and Stdi 1/« ni Treaty 
1st As soon as the peace is concluded the English are to lake all the J*’* 
soldiers from the Castle that are in their servace as well Europeans sd*” 
as Indians and send them on board the ship^ at tl c Bar at the 
same tunc all the ballcncs belonging to Masud Khan are to be 
dismantled 

2nd The soldiers m thetreat 5 of wlutcver denomination are to be sent 
owa> reserving only the same numlicf as usual tn times of tran 
quilhty 

3rd That all ships and goods now at Bombay are to hav e leav e to go to 
theur respective ports of Mocha Jiddah Bengal or anywhere ebc 
that they may be bound to 

4th Alter the peace is concluded there is to be no more f ghting either 
m the city or at the Bar 

5lh The Company are to pay yearly the same sum os agreeable to their 
firmans with the charges thereon 

6th The English arc not to protect or take into their factory any goods 
but wlut belong immediately to them 

Me the underwritten Chief and Council for the Company ol 
England at Surat declare that we approve of the articles of thi» 
present treaty of peace from our full and entire will and promise 
to conform to them and execute them according to their tenor 
Signed by Mr Lambc and Council 
Witnessed by tlie Dutch Secretary 

Bontfiay 2Clh 'Sovmher 1751 (1751 P D 2iB) 1751 

At a Consultation 

Having come to an agreement with Bamajipant m behalf of Nana Look ng 
for his joining us with a bwy of men in attackmg Surat but Nana being /<»’ 
at present obliged to draw the greatet part of his forces to his frontiers 
to defend them from the Moguls we cannot at this juncture expect his 
assistance it is therefore agreed that the President wnte to Neck AJam 
Khan to know what forces he can send to Surat etc 

Articles of agreement settled beiieeen the Hon Ue Company and Neck Alam Trea y 
Khan by Coja Veriauus A icolas his vaktl and to be signed by him 
1st The Hon ble Company to assist in conjunction with your forces in 
driving out of Surat Sndi Masud Saf^r Khan and their sons and 
cither of them taken prisoners to be dehvered to the [Govenu tent 
of] Bombay 

2nd \The tankha] now received by the Sidi to be preserved to the 
Hon ble Company [tchd] are to protect the port of Surat by the 
sea side 
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3rd Miah Achind [lo retram) kilfedar of the Castle of Surat and the said 
Neck Alam [to be} the Gomnor of the toivn 
4th All the charges and [expenses the) HonTile Company has been at 
and sli'ill be hereafter on account these troubles and in putting 
him into the said Goa^ment to be made good by him the said 
Neck Alam Khan 

5th The Dutch are not to be permitted to build anj wharf and must 
now be demolidied by you whit work they liavc raised and grant 
them no other pnvdeges but what they have 
6th The Hon ble Company diall build a factory at their garden m such 
manner as they shall judge proper for their trade 
7th The Castle to be kept ty the Hon ble Company, till eseiything is 
settled 

8th AU the Hon Tile Company s pnx'iTeges to be prcser\'ed in full force 
BOMBAY 16th November 1751 

Botnbay 6th December 1751 {1751 P D 21B) 

At a Cotutilialten 

The situation of aflaus at Surat drawing to a crisis the President 
deems it necessary that a Committee be appointed to proceed to Surat 
Bar with full poivcrs from the Board for accommodating all the unhappy 
disturbances of the aty in the manner most ad\ antagoous to the Hon bic 
Company The Board desire until Tuesday next to consider of it 

Bombay 10th Decetnher 1751 {1751 P D SIB) 

At a ConsulUiUon 

The President then repeats to the Board the motion he made last 
Council day for a Committees proceeding to Surat Bar which they unani 
mously approved 

A detachment of 100 military thirty three people of the trim 
and 300 good sepoys with proper supply of ammunition and three months 
provisions to go up with the Committee likewise a considerable supply 
of woods agreeable to Captain Best s request 

Botnbay IGIh Detetfiber 17oI {1710 51 P D Lei to Court of Dir 2) 

Bombay to Die Court of Dtreetors 

The Surat aQairs would require mucli to be said about them liail 
they not filled our diaiy and consultations ever since the month of Apnl 
last But thus mucli it is absolutely necessary to inform "i our Honours 
that we lave done all in our poivcr to prev ent the troubles jour servants 
there liaie been involved in Whether Mr lambc ol»crvcd so exact 
a neutnlity is we directed we cannot saj but it is certain there was 
!}ci that care tahm as »as jorcessaiy #r» jcoake J&ili Vasud hcluw e so 
for in several letters he wrote to the IhrSKlent he alwaj-s complainol 
of Mr Lambcb assisting Mali Aclimd with stores and provisions whicli 
^Ir Lambe denies and perliaps he cIkI not but he did not take proper 
cire to convince Sidi Masud of It who was ilwaja jealous that he did 
A fat* step was taken when our forecs were coming up Instead of using 
Ins [tlfir) iKst endeavours to conclude an honourable and advantageous 
peace whicli wc have great reason to believe lhe> might have hid tlicj 
got a large rumlier of men into the ractorj wliere tl ej wire cooped 
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up and soon gcev. sickly and both pnmsKras and ammunition grew 
scarce which first obliged them to weaken the forces wc had in the 
Castle who were lorc^ to convey a quantity of ammunition to them 
and could not return and then to make a scandalous peace by which 
thej flung aiva> all our Honours money that had beoi spent m these 
troubles and ga% e up the Castle which was our only security for recover- 
ing it Indeed we have suspended Captam Lane for evacuating the 
Castle as he had the President s positive orders not to leave it on any 
account and though we were obliged to suspend him for example s sake 
till \our Honours pleasure is known thus much we must say in that 
Gentleman s behalf that we really bdieie his sole inducement was the 
safety of the Gentlemen in the Factory who wrote him that they would 
indemnify him and that his non'Compliance would be the loss of their 
lives Ihis [Lane s] was as fatal an citor as Mr Lambc s trusting his sole 
retreat to the cliarge of the Surat mcrcenancs beuig a body of men whom 
we had always been jealous of and had not only disapproved of his en 
tertaming of them hut had cautioned him not to put any confidence ui 
them 

Bombay ICth Duemher 1751 1^1749 54 P D Lei to the Court of Dtr 2) l7St 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

It IS more than probable that the Marathas will as soon as aflaua Maruba 
m these parts are settled uisist on a quarter part of the revenues of 
Surat as MS been tendered them lately by Miah Achind neither are the 
Moors m a capacity to dispute it their power and authonty daily decim 
jng in India but we do not conceive that the Marathas would keep the 
go^e^l^nent in their own hands as they are a people of no mercantile 
turn and teiy sensibly expenence the advantages accruing to them from 
Its being in the Moors possession 

Surat December 1751 {1751-52 STS) 1751 

Attack on the Castle 

15 12 1751 This day the Govcminent and Sidi s people began to progress 
raise two more batteries against the Castle whence they fired c/ihfigii 

bnskly on their « orlra and it is said killed upwards of forty men belong 
uig to tlie Sidi but their batteries are now advanced so near that they 
can easily discourse from them with the jicople in the Castle 

20-12 1751 This day a hot fire between the Castle and battenes 
by which the Go%emnicnt and Sidi lost several men but {they"] are come 
very near the Castle and damage it considerably with the cannon from 
their battenes 

It 

23121751 Hot finngbetvveenthet^tteand battenes asyesterday 

24 12 1751 The finng ceased between the Castle and battenes 
and people from Safdar Khan and the S«di went to the Castle as is re- 
ported to tmt with Miah Adiind 

25 12 1751 Sidi Sauban went to the Castle no firing this day 
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Surd COlfi December, 1751 {IJol 52 S V 9) 

A Conjerence 

In the morning Sidi Kuroola Omrapa and Meaboy went to the Sidi 
and hid a long con/ercnee with Iiim On their departure he presented 
them Mith sliawls and sent presents of provisions bread and fruit inth 
them for Miah Achmd all which they refused They then uent to All 
Nawaz I\han and Safdar Khan and at night returned agam to the House 
of Shaikh Muhammad Fazil bemg as it is said to meet agam at the 
Sidi s to morrmv mommg the pmjmrt of this day s conference is not 
well k-nown but it is generally reported that it \ms on the subject of 
dchienng up tlie Castle which it is thought cannot hold out above 
three or four days 

Surat 31sl Decmher 3751 {17al-52 S F 9) 

A conference 

AconferenceheldattlicSidishouseasyesterday but Miah Achinds 
officers hearing of the arrival of the Bombay Grab raised their demands 
so much that it is said that they broke up without coming to any manner 
of agreement 

Surat 1st Janiiar} 1752 {17ol-52 S F 9) 

Surrender oj the Castle 

In the mommg the Factoiy was surrounded by a great number of tlie 
Sidisand Governments people who with great difficulty at the desire 
of the French and Dutch Chiefs permitted wood water and provisions 
to pass to the Factory demanding to know the rea«an of our vessels 
arrival with reinforcements towhich no advices being amved no answer 
could be given At eleven two of the Dutch Counal came to the Factory 
with the compliments of the day as usual At noon came advice that 
Miah Achmd had delivered up the Oistle to the Sidi and that Sidi Sau 
ban bad entered it with three hundred men on which [tre] wrote a letter 
to Captam Best to advise him thereof as foUows 

James Henry Lambe to 77«>»«as Best * 

This senes to advise you that the Castle is this monung delivered 
vip to the Sidi and on account of the arrival of our fleet the Factory is 
surrounded on all sides by the Gov enuaent s and Sidi s people and none 
suSer^ to pass in or out of our Factory until the design of these vessels 
coming be known I im obliged for provisions and their passing to jou 
to the mediation of the late trcalj Gods end a happj end to these affiirs 
but at present there is a very unpleasant prospect which gives me great 
concern 

Surat 8lh Sepiemher 1757 {1787 S 6- P D 35) 
fo/in CrtjfCA (a Saiesort ffart Gal font 
Origin of Surat chaulh Jetted by Alarailas 

^fdar Ivhan was dqxjsed and Xliah Achmd made ^awab who 
paid the chaulh to Damaji until 1751 when Safdar Khan was restored 
who al^ regularly paid the chautb to the Gaikwad One Madhavrao 
was the first chauthia nppmnlcd by I>ainaji Gaikwad* 

1 Jatneslfenr} Liimbe ChelatSatat Ihomas Best Copta n with the troop* 

« For tl e other parts of tl is account see InJtt Gr flh 
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Bombay 20lh February 1752 {1751 5i P D let to Court of Dir 2) 1752 

Stirof CommMee 

Finding that all other efforts had ptm-cd ineffectual to bring those Sui mary 
affairs to an> conclusion Your Honours will please to observe that on 
the 13th December the Board came to a resolution that aCoimiuttec of the 
B<ard should go up to the Bar where they were to attempt throwmg a 
detachment mto the Castle and then to try what might be done by the 
assistance of the Governor of Broach 

Before the Comnultee reached the Bar the Castle was fallen into 
Sidi ^.tisuds hands and the Governor of Broadv could not raise forces 
sufficient to attack the to vn and Castle whidi reduced our Gentlemen 
to the necessity of endeavouring to bnng the enemy to treat of peace 
and how they are like to succeed we arc not able to gwe Your Honours 
any account at present it being a considerable time smee we have had 
any advices from them 

Bombay 3Qth March 1752 {1751 51 P D Lei to Court of Dir 2) j 753 

The Committee having settled all affaus at Surat with honour and Settlement 
credit the Sidi agrecuig to pay two hundred thousand Rupees for all 
cxjienscs and damages 

Ship Prince Henry Sural Bar January 1752 {1751-52 S F 0) 1752 

Letter from WilUam Shaw at Cambay 

Aruundrao (Daroaji s brother) is now near Jambusar vnth a const Damaji t 
derahle body of Gamins with which he infests the wliole country rob- t'ro/htr 
bing and plundering wherever anything is to be got and has bum^ 
tnwd a town near Jambusar and made aU the conaderable inhabitants 
prisoners 

Ship Hector Surat Bar 21it February 1752 11751-52 S F 9) I 7 a<> 

There is a report m town that the Mamthas are mardiing an army Surat 
towards Surat and liave taken possession of a castle formerly belonging threatened 
to Damn)! This and some other vnUages were agreed to be giv en to the 
fonner for the release of the latter [Damaji] * The Surat people are ui 
great apprehensions from the Slarathas and the Gamins approach whi^ 
we apprehend has been a great inducement to the Sidi s coming to treat 
with us having for some time past been very cool 

Tnut iph PraJ m"* Sural 25lh February 1752 {1751 52 SF 9) 17a2 

Raghunathrao $ letter 

I partiapate with j-ou m the news arrived here yesterday that 3 The 
post with a letter came to lluhaimnad Wiqar Khan son to Safdar Khan Peskwa 
from Ragbunatlirao general of twenty thousand disciplined horse of 5 *”^* 
Nanas which he found near Navapor and Songarh In this letter he 
IRffgf K«al7/rflo] gives advices that all the countries m Gujarat which 
were Damajis are now the Nanas and desires he will send hi :3 vakil 
or attorney to meet him (Raghunathrao) which letter was answered 
vesterday after a consultation between Muhammad \Siqar Khan Safdar 


1 See utter o{ the August 17St 3nd the note appen ted to it 

2 Prahnt or prai n a flat bottomed boat 
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Khan SidiMasud Ah Nawaz Khan and some merchants The> aiis\\er 
ed that when he came near Surat they would send a person to meet 
hun At the same tune the batteries and other places wre ordered to 
be guarded and defended hy the merchants and heads of the citj 

Theapproach of the Nanas (or Slarathas) army pronded it happen 
ed when firat we arn\ed here would have been of great service to us 
but m our present situation when an advantageous peace can be obtam 
ed for the Hon ble Company and our forces so much wanted at Bombay 
the lateness of the season also considered we cannot thmk it prudent 
m us or for the Company s interest to wait for them and cany on a war 

1752 Surat 16lh March 1752 {17^I-S2 S F S) 

Surat in Came news that twenty five thousand men belonging to Bajirao were 
danger (.gnie to Pulparah 

1752 Surat 22>id March 17o2 (1751-52 S F 9) 

Surat in The Ganims are about the town walls and have wrote to Sidi Iifasud 
danger to send a person to treat with them otherwise they would begin to build 
battenes near the wail Chdered the Defence and Dispatch to Ganden 
to bring out the timber boats and wait till jomed by the Grab and other 
vessels for Bombay 

17o2 Bombay 2%th A oiember 1752 (1751-54 F D Lei to Couri of Dir 2) 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

Achtnis hliah Achind the late Governor of Surat and Sidi Masud both 
request requesting that the fonner might be permitted to come and reside on 
this island who likewise earnestly entreating the Prcsidait to admit his 
revest on account the apprdiensions he was under of ill treatment from 
Sudar Khan and the Sidi who are both jealous of his power and interest 
m Surat and as he upon all occasions showed the greatest readiness in 
the course of Your Honours business and we havnng supported him 
m the late troubles we could not m point of humamtj evade gratifjmg 
bun m his desire and indeed we had a poLticil view herein for should 
Tour Honours affairs in Surat meet with any obstruction from the 
Government which wx do not not apprehend from the present disposition 
ofSidi^^sud who basalltlieexeculivcpo cer wx judge wx could make use 
of Miah Acbind m such a manner as cntuxly to prevent any encrcadiment 
on Your Honour s finnan and pnvilegcs 

1752 Bombay 31si December 1752 (1751-54 P D Let to Court of Dtr 2) 

Bombay to the Court of Dire^rs 

St<e r JJja.b jjljf JbJe Cmnnnor of Surat and Sidi JIasud both 

refusal requesting that the former nugbt come and reside on the island wx con 
sented thereto as m case of any commotions in Surat we judged wc could 
moke use of him in sudi marmer as to prevent anj cncroadiments on k our 
Ilonours frman and privileges But the Swli has altered liis intention and 
isat present undetermined in n^rd to Vchind who it seems made his 
request at the S di s desire 


1 A* rv|»rtl4 'Uah AcUed* movements 30U Afrit I7SJ 
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TomMv April 775-J (775/5/ P D Let h Court of Dir 2) »752 

Borrhay to the Court of Directors 

Mnh Achind the btc Governor and hii timilj nm\cd here the 
1-Jlli ultimo Sidi Masucl having resumed his first intention of «cnding T-gntM/ 
him hither 

Sural 25 h March 1755 {1751-52 S F 9) 1752 

Letters to officfrs 

The Atvrathas ctmlinuing to uvfesl and stop the roails round the 7ni*ii 
tmm which deters the mcrchvnts from entermr into anj considcnble 
contract for cotton as it is Itiblc to be scired bj the wa> from Urcodi 
we thu day wTotc letters to Damaji Sfiankarjipant and Raghunathrao 
the three principal olficers requesting thev would permit our goods to 
pass vnlhout molestation agreeable to the Incndahip subsisting between 
us 

Swat 1st April 1752 (17ol-53 S F 3) 1752 

Letter from Uflri/A<t offeers 

Received letters from the Maritha officers in answer to ours of the Parwanah 
29th ultimo enclosing a parwanah signed bv Shankarjipant and Raghu 
natlino for the letting pass all the goods belonging to (he English tin 
moisted 

Sural 2ith May 1752 {17ol 52 S F 9) 17S2 

Denui;( s agent 

tladhavrao the Ganim officer vvho resided here m Surat before the pa m;i t 
troubles (but fled when they broke out) appointed by Dvmaji for receiv eitni 
ing tliat part of the customs this Government annually paj-s the Gonuns 
this [day] he returned into towm with the same authority from Damaji 
(who has compromised matters with the Marathas by allowing Nana half 
his yearly revenues) and was presented by the Sidi and Safdar Klian with 
scerpaos and tuibans a mark of gnat respect amongst these Country 
People 

Swat Sih September 1787 (1757 S P D 35) j75'» 

John Griffith to Rawson Hart BoJdam 
Origin of Surat chatiih leiied by Marathas 

Soon after Safdar Khan was restored Damap Gaikwad was sum surat 
moned by Nana to Poona to settle some accounts with the sarkar when rntnue 
the Peshwa. obliged him to agree to exdunge certain parganas he possess- 
ed near Surat for some of inferior value held by the Poona sarkar and 
Raghunathrao was sent from Poona to cany into cSect this agreement 
At this time Raghunathrao represented to the Naivab Safdar Khan the 
impropriety o! Damaji Gaikwad who vvas a dependant on the Poona 
Government his receiving a chauth of the Surat revenues whilst the 
Peshwa had no share and insisted <bi the Nawab s grantmg him a chiuth 
also to which the Nawab objected and remonstrated strongly on the 
hardship of paying a chauth to both the PKbwa and Gaikwad when it 
was at last settled between Raghunatbiao Damaji and the Nawab 
Safdar Khan that instead of a quarter the Nawab should grant a third 
of the Surat revenues to be divided equally between the Peshwa and 
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Gaikwad This >vas settled in 1732, and one Narro Pandit was appoint 
ed chauthia, being the fost on the part of the Peshwa * 

1752 Bmhay, 21st Sepiemler, 279S {1798, S & P D 6S) 

Duncan’s Minute 

PfMHM 7th In the prosecntic© of the contest between Wiqar Khan and 
of Surat Miah Achind the former is stated to have al»o applied for assistance to 
Damaji on a stipulation that he ^ouU enjoy half of the revenues of 
Surat, but, when the business was accomplished and Ins father Safdar 
Khan returned from Tatta (whither he had proceeded on being in 1748 
dravm out by Achind) objections were raised by the said Khan who had 
by this tune resumed the admuustration, to the pajment of so large a 
proportion, and instead of half it was settled to give Damaji only a 
thini of the makta and other income and in 1752 Damaji agrera among 
other concessions to cede to his superior, the Peshwa one moiety of his 
chauth or rather third share of the Surat revenues 


1 Tor the other parti o£ tU» sceoant •» Imi/t GrigiH 



No 8. MARATHA AGGRESSIVENESS (1753-1753) 


A FTER Damaji's sorrcnJcr to Balaji Bajirao lie returned to 

Gujarat, where he identified himself with the Peshwa's 
policy of territorial aggrandisement, which centered round 
Ahmadabad, Surat and Cambay. Though Damajl played an 
important part m this depredatory warfare, he was not the 
chief beneficiary thereof, hence the heading Maratha aggres 
sfveness. The following subdivisions may be suggested 

(a) The capture of Ahmedabad, 

(b) Maratha pretensions at Surat, 

(c) The struggle at Cambay. 


DOCUMENTS 


SuToi 7ih April J753 (1753-53 S F 10) 17S3 

IMJfr jfrwn Cambay dated 4th Apnl 1763 

The atxne is duplicate o! my address under yesterdays dale by Aktada 
the convoy* and this is purposely dispatched to advise jou that ICamal bad 
ud-diB Khan' theNaitab of Ahnudabad has agreed to deliver up tliat 
place to the ilarathas on their pay’ll^ hun I 050CX) and permitting him 
to leave the place wth his family and effects and the Marathas will enter 
the place to-morrow [> e Sth Apnl 1733\ 

S«ra{ IZlh April 1753 (1752-53 S F 10) 1753 

At a Cmtsullalion 

The Chief reads to the Board a pnvatc letter from Mr Erskine a presrritio 
adv ismg hun that the Nawab and all the pnnapal merchants of Cambay 'Harathas 
are preparing to go up with presents to the Maratbas it Ahmadabad 
to compliment them on their taking thit place and intimates lhat the 

1 Kaoul nd-dui also known ai Ja^nn Mard Khan Babi bad usurped the 
governorship of Ahmadabad la 1743 be ewiendecM the city to the tUrathaa 
under the joint command of Itaghunathrao and Damaji In 1753 (II alson History 
o/Gujarat 123 NI Caz Bar Sfa/e I 458 ForashOTt aecountol theBabi lam ly 
see TJie Imperial Gatetleer of Ind a XXI & 

2 Charles Crommel a Chief at Surat Robert Crskme Resident at Cambay 
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same may be expected from him We consider hmv prevalent compli- 
ments of this fond are with these Connto’ People, that it is probable, 
should we be smgular on this occasion, the llarathas may be disgusted 
there at, thinking we slight them, and be a reason for them to give us 
trouble in tiansportmg down the goods of the investment manufactured 
at Ahmadabad and the places adjacent Therefore agree to order Jlr 
Erskine to dispatch the broker to them with a complimental letter and 
suitable present, the Secretary is directed accordingly to prepare a letter 
to him 

1753 Sural, ISth Afirtl, 17S3 {2752 S3. S F 20) 

Otarles Cromwdtn io Bohert Ersfune 

Priuniito The Chief having laid before us a private letter from yTTu, wherem 
Marathas ycni mention that the Nawab and the pnnapal merchants of Cambay 
are preparing to set out with presents to the Marathas at Ahmadabad 
to compliment them on lhar taking that place, we think it necessary 
you should send the broker with a small present to them also and a 
comphirental letter, if the Nawab, etc proceed as intendrf, otherwise 
the broker must not go and in such case your sending a complimental 
letter will be sufficient * 


J7S3 Cambay. 5th May, 17S3 {17S2-S3, S F 1(f) 

Hebert Ershne U> Charles Crommdm 

Unjortun Youf commands of the 26tb ultimo did not come to hand till the 
atgievUy 30th at night previous to which having before received a letter from the 
Qiief to the same purpose, I had that very day dispatched Edol to 
Ahmadabad with sundry presents to the value of near 200 Pupecs leav- 
ing It to his discretion to make use ol them as he should see proper, and 
strenuously recommending frugality to ban but be has since wrote me 
from Vholka that the IHarathas having moved oS toward Limdi a con- 
sidetable way inland were got near forty kos before him and that, iX he 
was to follow them he must be at the expense of keeping 20 or 30 peons 
extraordinary, the country he was to pass being much mfesfed with 
Kobs I therefore have wrote him to retuni, which, I hope, will be 
approved of 

17S3 Cambay, 17ih May, 2753 {1752-53, S F 10) 

Roteri Erikme io Charles Crommtiw 

A far- bly last address was dated the 5th Instant, since uhen Edul is rc- 
Bumah turned from the Maratha anny having been treated by Raghimathrao 
with great complaisance, who gave him one parwan^ lor the greater 
secunty of the Hon ble Company s goods coming from DhoUaand henad 
under any of Nana's govcmois, and another forbidding Daman* to take 
or plunder any English or other merchant vessels on pain of his taking 
the strictest satisfaction, whicli f hope, will lay some retramt on his 
piraaes for the present and as fhc} are not wi good terms, I doubt not but 
he (Ttaghunathrao) will soon tot^y suitress them 

1 Tbc roTwasah granted by Itughsiiatlmo shovrs the political aabjectioa to 
which Damaji bad reduced. 
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Sural 21tt Septmhff 1753 {1753-S5 S f /2) 

Th« AfltiflJs siaUmenl 

lie ISa/Jar KAan] then began with tcHing us that the SmJi had rei*cr 
received a commission from Court what he gave out some time ago m 
bis son 5 name having been forged bj hts vaki! at Dcllu that Nana hid 
long ago received the Kings orders to turn the Sidi out of the Castle 
which Ragbunathrao acquainted him (the Nawab) with whiKt he was 
besieging Ahmadabad and invited hitn to join his forces with theirs or 
if he chose to be of the Sidi s side tliat Nana would attack (hem both and 
that Ragbunathrao who was going to Delhi had again wrote him to the 
same purport tliat m three or four dajs at farthest the Kings orders 
would come to all the pnnapal men rc^mg in the aty to jom him in 
this aOair should the Sth mak'e an> resistance but he thought it better 
to have it done by a general association tlian to call in the Slarathas but 
if the former was not practicable he must have recourse to Ute latter or 
he should be no better than a rcbeL 

Surat 24lh SepUmher 1753 {175350 S T 12) 1753 

ffana s fewest 

The ataralha agent came and delivered the Chief a letter wrote in Maraika 
Penian and scaled with a large seal said to be Nana s which being read prop'>*<‘‘‘ 
b> the Company s munshi it was found to import that the Sidi luving 
held the Castle without any eommtsaon from Court he was esteemed 
no better than a rebel That the king liad therefore pven hun orders 
to assist Safdar Khan in taking the Cutlc from the Sidi and he desired 
we would join in the execution thereof In answer to this wc verbally 
told the agent that we were unacquainted with the King s orders to Nana 
for taking the Castle neither had we received any from our superiors to 
engage in such a business and for an answer to the letter we releited hun 
to the Honblc the President at Bombay 

Surat 25tk S^temier 1753 {1753-56 S F 12) 1753 

English medtalton 

The preparations for war between the two Governors [Safdar Khan Tk» 
and Sidi Masud] increasuig every day and numbers of Kl^thas being 
assembled in the several towns and villages within eight miles round 
the aty we resolved to try once more if any method could be found to 
put a stop to them and therefore sent a message to the Kawab desiring 
he would permit Fans Khan* to come to the Factory- he accordingly 
came when we again represented to him the folly of the Navrab s attempt 
and what little reason there was to think the Klarathas would deliver 
the Castle to him but instead that the town would be destroyed and both 
together fall into Nana s hands who would depnve the Nawab of bis 
authonty and m all probabiLty oblige him to leave the town 1 ans Khan 
insisted that the llaratbas would obey the King s orders and that they 
bad no intention of keepmg the town However he proposed that both 
parties should wait two months and if in that tunc the King s orders came 
to the Sidi lor delivering up the Castle it should be obeyed or il he 

1 Wbea All Nairax Khan went over to the Sd Safdar Khan transferred his 
favour to Fans Khan who was ptnana grata to the Enchsh and the Marathas 
(Car Bom Pm H 125) 


1753 
T*5 S di 
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could get a commission for holdn^ it, the Naw-ab should then acquiesce 
and give himself no further concern about it As to the Sfaiathas, he 
said the Nauab could satisfy them by showing them the writing which 
must be drawn up to the for^twng purport We promised hun to ac- 
quamt the Sidi 'vith this prop^al and let the Nawab know his answer. 

1753 Siirai, 15th October, 175% {1753 56. S. F 12) 

Treaty between Safiiar Khan and the Stdt 
A truce Ihe Cluef acquaints the Gentlemen that Safdar Khan and the Sidi 
ha\ e bound themseh es by a treaty that no hostOities shall be conunitted 
on either side until three months hereafter; and that, if in the wtenia 
any orders are received from th'^ Kuig regarding their present dispute, 
that the same shall be strictly obe>^. wluch treaty is signed by the 
officers of both parties, who are bound to see the same duly executed 
and that all the acting men seemmg very desirous that he (the Chief) 
and the head Said of the place should «gn (barely as witnesses) to the 
treaty, he asks the Gentlemen's sentunents m respect thereto It being 
considered that the Chief s compliance wnth their request can be attend 
ed with no ill consequences the Board assents to it 

J753 Surat, ISth Koianher, 1753 (J753-J6, S F JJ) 

Sural threaleneii 

ifara/tia* The Sfarathas continue about the wall> of the aty, which prevents 
rmibte ©ur completing Your Honour, &ca's indent for beef, nor ha\ e \i-e a proposal 
of procuring any, until they remove out of this neighbourhood 

1753 Smbay, Ist Decmber, I75S (1749 5/, P D Let to Court of Dir 5) 

Bomh^ to Cotirt of Directors 

Peace and It was expected that an open rupture would hai*e happened at 
trouble guiat between Safdar Khan who governs the town and Sicfi lilasud 
m possession of tlie CasUe, but a truce js since concluded and, we hope, 
will be productii e of a peace, but as Safdar Khan promised the ^farathas 
3 certain sum to expel the Sidi from the place, which he has not comphed 
wth, they lia\e blocked up the aty and prexent all lands of provisions 
and everything else from going in or out 

1753 Surat, 10th December, 1753 (1751 5G, S F 12) 

Extract from accoinits 

l^resenisio November I9th Paid the following presentetl to the Maratlias* agent 

VararAat and his followers coming to the 1 actoiy with a letter from Nina, itr 
Scarlet dotl) 1 piece . 127.32 

I Piece of silk and shaw U . fM 

221,32 

1754 Bombay, 2Sth Ja> uary, 1751 {1749 St, P D Lei to Court tf Dir. 2) 

Bombay to the Court of Directors 

} Sural \Ve acquainted Your lliHunirs in our address by Dio Dodington that 
reienue a truce ivas concluded at Surat between Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud, 
but that the ^farathas on account of some promises from the former fiad 
blocked up the atj They have snee come to an accommodation, the 
Government agreeing to grant them one-thinl of the revenues 
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Surat. 19th Afril. 1754 {1755-56, S. F. J2) 

At a Consultation 

We having of late met with frequent insults both from the Moors 
and the Maratha Go^cmment of this place, the former (since the posts 
of power fell into the hands of the slaves) have imprisoned on trifling 
pretences several people under our protection, and the latter uithin 
these ten daj’S have stopped our goods coming in from the out-parts, and 
seized the persons of jafarjv Mahmudboy (one of the contractors for 
the last investment) and a relation of his, and as our repeated application 
for redress has been without effect, Safdar Khan having entirely lost his 
authonty the Sidi will give ns no satisfaction, but rather seems to en- 
courage the slaves m their insolence, and the Slarathas plainly tell us that 
these their proceedings are with intent to compel us to pay them a third 
part of the peshkash and peremptorily insist on our dehvenng it into 
their hands or giving them a wnling for the sum before they will re- 
dress us \\e therefore met to take the foregouig mto consideration 
and agree to represent the whole fuUj to the Honhle the President 
and Cminol, also that the Sidi has of Lite been very infirm, and should 
he not recover, we judge his death will occasKHi great revolutions m the 
town, and further agreed to refer to them what measures are proper 
to secure the Honhlc Company's property and privileges against any 
01 consequences that are likely to ensue from the present situation 
of affairs 

Bomlay 2m April 1751 (3757 P D 27A) 

Letter from Surat 

Received a letter per pattemar from the provisional Chief and Fac- 
tors at Surat dated the 23rd uistant acquainting us that they are oblig- 
ed to complain of the lU treatment they had btely received from Nana 
Pandit (the Nana's agent) who had for some days past stopped their 
goods coming in from the out parts and seized the persons of Jafarji 
^lahmudboy (one of the contractors for last years mvestment) and his 
relation, as they were returning from Navsm The reason he gave for 
this proceeding was that he wanted one-third part of the peshkash, 
demondmg of them immediate payment thereof, or that they should 
give a wntiiig for the amount bemg Rupees four thousand, that they 
[the Chief and Factors\ represented to him he ought to settle this point 
with the Government and that they could not pay it without an order 
from the Nawab, who alvrays received it in the month of September 
and not before that application was made to the two Governors on this 
occasion, but without effect, the Nawab declaring plainly that he had 
no power, and the Sidi putting them off with tnffmg answers though 
they were coQvmced he iiught satisfy the Marathas if he pleased, who, 
ahJtwmgJi thftv Tcetjuidfid. ta sto? all cxvnmaD!faSxa>. unAb. tbre. tssira., ytK 
gram and necessaries came in as usual and it was their people's goods 
only they kept m custody 

BemUy 1st May, 1754 {1754, P D S7A) 

Bombay to Sural 

Signed our letter to the provisional Chief and Factors at Surat to 
go by the Bombay Grab, acknowledging the receipt of their letter of the 
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23rd ultuno wherein they advised of the obstruction Nams agent ha d 
put on their goods his scizmg the persons of Mahmudbov Jafferboy and 
his nephew and his insisting on their pajnng him one-third of the pesh 
hash m regard to all w hich we acquamted them that proper remonstrances 
should be made to the Nana but as he is now at a great distance it 
would be some time before an answ-er could be recei% ed However we 
hoped they wTiuld be able to adjust eveiythmg with the agent without 
waiting for the Nanas order though positively Erecting them not to pay 
anything on part of the peshkash urfess the Nawab consented thereto 
As to the Hon ble Company s efiects -we left it to their discretion to secure 
the best manner in their power as the ctrcumstances of afiairs might re- 
quire which the> on the spot must certainly be the judges of 

1754 Bombay Ctk May 1754 {1754 P D 27 A) 

Letter Jrom Surat 

Maraiha Came m a pattemar from Surat b> whom we received a letter from 
extoriiotts the provisional Chief and Factors dated the 27th ultimo 

That the Marathas had released Mahmudboj Jafferboy and his 
relation as well as the Hon ble Coro|Kiny s goods but beat them and 
obliged the former to give secunty and a writing to jny four thousand 
Rupees as thetr third part of the peshka^ in case the Company 

don t extorting him to the amount of two thousand Rupees for 
all which they could not obtain any redress 

1754 Surat 28lh hovmber 1754 {1753-56 S F IS) 

The Maraika Governor of Cambay 

A fftseni The Maratha Governor of this place (whom I have never j-et paid 
iehtmade a Visit to) amved here a few dara ago from Foona as he often hints to 
our broker that he exjjects I will come and see him I cannot well defer 
it longer as these people are grown more powerful hero than the Mciguls 
and as I cannot avoid makuig hun a present to the value of 50 or 60 
Rujjees on such an occasion I choose to advise [you] of it and shall 
defer waitmg on him till I have your answer 

1754 Surat 27th Decet/iber 1754 {1753 5G S F 12) 

Confustott at Cambay 

TroubJi ai This place at present is in great confusion the Nawab {Momm hhan] 
Cambay havmg this moming surpnscd and brought prisoners into the Darbar 
the toratba Governor’ bis second and all his oflScers and has plundered 
and burnt his bouse to the ground whudi was occasioned by the Nawab s 
interceptmg some letters to the Maratha from a slave that was formerly 
kotwal at Ahmadabad who has been strolling about the country some 
time with an amjv of 4 or 5000 men’ these letters* having discovered 
to the Nawab some treachery these two were devising against the town 
(of Cambay) 

The merchants who left the town some months ago on some disgust 
from the Governor and have hitherto been altercating with the Nawab 

1 Caghwantrao the Pwhwa » deputy who wa» pUonmg to conquer Cambiy 
(Watsoa History oj Gujarat 143) 

2 According to W4tK>o the Incrifnlnatbig letten were wntun eot to Digh 
wantrao but by him end addreeed to Sal m Jaroaclar at Ahmadabad. 
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abcput their rctnm without being able to come to any agreement aafh^ 
trusted strtBidv m the >LinthM jvotecljon having now heard of this 
accident thej ha\e agreed to accept of the Nawab sown conditions and 
arc accordingly expected tn ttwm this aftemocn 

The Nawab has acquainted Fdul that he purposes gismg me i bill ffmaiit 
m two or three daj's tune lor 2 000 Rupees cither cm Surat or Bomba> 
iromwhchplacelecan be supplied with powxler and lead to that amount 
as he saj-s that he doubts not we shall be xery ready to oblige him m 
thu bis present distress As I cannot accqit of this bill without jxmr posi 
ti\e orders and am convuiced that anj ct-asn'c answer from me to his 
request would at this time greatly aQront him Ibeglinirspeed} directions 
for m> guidance herein 

Surat 2Slh December ITSJ (1753^6 S F 3S) 17W 

Botnbij criers 

We cannot consent to jxiaf accepting of any bill from the Nawib ptqutst 
to be sent hither to pnrchise powder and lead for him ns this would be rtfuud 
cspoitfing his quarrel against the Alanthas which u contnrj to the 
Hon blc Company s orders and may be attended with UI consequences 
to th«r aSaiTs }*ou arc thcrelore not to jntetlerc in it in any manner 
whatexer but take the best care >'oo can of the Factory should any 
further disturbances happen 

Bombay 2Slh December 17S4{17$4SS P D IM to Court e>f Dir J) i754 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

Tiie revolution which happcnedatPcIhibytbedethrorungoftheGreat Cafnmtr 
Mogul Ahmad Shah who has been since lolled and exalting Uddeel <«artt>s 
Shah for the just king to the throne together wth the interposition of 
the tfarathas (ever watdiful and nsidy to take advantage of the dis> 
tractions and commotions of the country and supincncss and inactivity 
of the ^fogub) made on this occasion caused a general stagnation of 
trade in that part of the kingdom and cwisequently prevent^ the 
usual demand and consumption of woollen goods there whtcli is about 
200 bales annually The disadvantageous footing on which the trade 
at Surat is in at present (Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud m a manner 
dividmg the government and being on all occasions seeking opportuni 
ties to fleece and oppress the merchants) prevented any cloUi being sold 
there which cit) usually took oQ about 100 bales 

Nana the Maratha general being under the necessity of sending 
a very great treasure to his brother at Delhi to support him m the ad 
vantages he purposes to make of the confusion there has occasioned 
his being twelve montlis m arrears to his army and [tr] the cause why 
only half the usual quantity of cloth has been export^ to Poona the 
pla« ol TJana s residence 

Sural 1st November J7oo {1753~50 S F 12) I7SS 

Letter from Cambay dated 2Sth October 2755 

Received the following letter from hlr Erskme at Cambay Ftgi ng 

Jly last respects were dated the I4th a few dajs after which the atCambay 
hlaratha Governor of this place whom the Nawab plundered and un 
prisoned last December and released agam in March having gathered to- 
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gether betw'een two and three thousand men entered the countrj belong 
mg to Cambay and took and bumt one of the Milages lallmg some 
of the Nawab s people who were there as a guard upon which fie \l1i« 
Naivab] ordered the hlaratha officer who remained m to\vn to receive 
their half of the customs and revenues to leave the place which he ac 
cordingly did On the 26th there happened a small skirmish between 
a few horsemen of each side without any material loss but jesterdaj 
about one thousand of theMaiathas fell upon two hundred of the Nawab s 
people a mile or two out of town failed and wounded between thirty 
and forty and took some drums and colours and put the rest to flight 
which I imagme will prevent their venturmg agam without the walls 
Natiiab i As I happened to be by him when his people returned he desired that 
reqi (St as they were daunted I would at present send a feiv people to that bas 
tion which has long been usual for us to send sepoys to defend which 
although I would wilhngly have avoided I could not well do in such a 

E ubljc place without greatly disgusting him (the Nawab) after its 
eing a custom for so many years besides as the convoy will be up nest 
springs and we shall want the investment chopped I ivas afraid a re 
fusal might mduce him to put some impediment upon that which I 
thought was prmcipally to be avoided I therefore sent thither five 
extraordinary peons not belonging to the Factory whom as soon as I 
can get a pro^r opportumty to speak to the Nawab I shall desire his 
pennission to withdraw being ordered to stand perfectly neuter on nil 
occasions which I hope tvill be approved of 
riquat I hear the Marathas intend to encamp on that side of the town 
hip towards the bunder therefore two galhvats will be very necessary for 
protecting the investment and other boats and it would be well if they 
were all directed to come up as directly opposite to the town as possible 
without coming to an anchor up the nver as it is ten to one if they 
are far distant from each other but some freebooters of the Maratha 
army may attempt to plunder them 

1755 Surat 1st November 1755 {I753-5G S P 1?) 

Sural to Carney 

Surat or Your letter of the 2Sth ultimo came this day to hand adnsing us 
^ers of the fresh commotions at yxnir pbee which wc are sorry should 
happen at this juncture but would ha\c you interfere no further in them 
th^ as a mediator you can contnbute towards putting them to an end 
or our Hon ble Masters interest may indispensably require We haic 
ordered two gallivats to proceed to your bunder to escort the boat which 
goes for the investment safely down 

1755 Siirat TTtA November TTSS {tTSS-^ S C 
Surat to Cambay 

Nanai Wrote the following letter to Mr Crskine at Cambay 

The Honlile the President having sent the Chief a letter from tlic 
Nana to his officers at Cambay relating to the Hon bk Company s aftairs 
meeting with no impediment wo think it necc>saty to forward you the 
same wth a translate as the present juncture of aflairs may render it 
of service 
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Sural IGih rehruary 17$0 (/755^5 S T 12) 

Leiter hem Cambay dated 23'A Tehrmry i7JC 

The Marathas came to an accommodation mth tlie Nawab here Peace ant 
about the end of December [i7i>5J * and I took tliat opportunity of dcJi 
%-eruig the order from Nana to his Governor here -which Your Honour 
etc forwarded me m No\cmbcr last As he did not come into toivn 
I was obLged to go out to his camp and could not well avoid mabng 
him and his second some presents to the amount of about sev cnt> Rupees 
which I hope I ma> ^ permitted to diaige in m> annual accounts 

Surat 2nd October 1750 {l7Ji-57 S F 23) 

Sural to Bombay 

Cop> of imir commands relating to the provTSion of salt beef at 
Cambay has been transmitted to Jfr Erskme and \ our Honour etc 
shall be duly informed of his reply as soon as it comes to hand but the 
diSeiences at present subsisting between the Marathas’ and the Nawab 
of that place will we fear be an obstacle to the provision of an^ material 
quantity there 

Cambay 17th October 1756 (1756-57 5 F 23) 

Cambay to Surai 

This u purposely to advise Your Worship etc that on the I5th at Ahmada 
Bight our Nawab s* people to the number of i SCO who went from here bad tap 
to Ahmedabad on the 8th having been )oined by a number of Kohs 
scaled the walls of that place with Lttle or no resistance and getting ^ 

possession of one of the gates all rushed in The Marathas retired to 
the Darbar and held it till about 9 o clock j-esterday morning when 
they fled out of a back-gate to the number of 4 or 500 leaving behind 
them 3 elephants a numberof horses etc so that the Nawab s people are 
now in full possession of the place He himself set out from hence this 
morning abmt 3 o clock and must be arrived at Ahmadabad by this time 

1st January 1757 (nsSt S F IS) 1757 

Cambay to Sured 

On the 22nd our Governor here sent his fleet out with a design as Damaji 
I believe to intercept some of Damap s gaUivats vvhidi he had advice against 

Ahmada 

1 Accord agto Watson peace was nude between Blotmn Khan and the Rfaratbas 
In I7S1 (Watson Huiory if Cajatat 144) Bat tbe chronological order followed 
in the Surat Btanes is more reliat^e The Beshwas depaty was imprisoned in 
December 1754 (Extract of 27tb December I7S4} He was released in Bfarct 
1755 (C-ctract of \st Iiovembei 1755) Thetenpon fighting was tamed on tdl 
De c ember 1755 nheii an nndeistandiDg was arrived at Accord ng to Watson 
Motnin Khan paid IQ 000 Rupees (Watson Hilary of CH;ara( 145) The peace 
was shortlived for from the oext letter it (otlom that abont seven months after 
wards hostilities bad broken out afresh. See letter dated Sad October 1756 

2 Xlamaji was in command of tbe Blaiatbai See letter of 1st January 1756 

3 Tbe Gazetteer of the Baroda State fdUmnag Watsons account states that 
Blomm Khan made b mseU master of Abmadabad in 17o5 {Gat Bar Stale 1 459) 

But from the Surat Dianes t follows that tbe foasx on this occas on. vioUted 
by Momin Khan was m^e in DecemtHn- 1755 See tbe preceding letter (fence 
Momin Khan s coup dgma n came oS lii 1756 A graphic description of tbe capture 
of tbe city Is given by Watson H story of Gujarat 143 
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Mere coming to Jambusar with cannon to be employed against this place 
or Alimadabad but his fleet missing them 

As Damaji with an army o£ about eight or ten thousand men uhicli 
daily increases intends <;ho^y ether to besiege this place or Ahmada 
bad' could a galliv-at with a small detachment of Topasses possibly be 
spared to remam here till this coofnston is at an end> It would be of great 
service for the security of the effects belonging to the Hon T>Ie Company 
and those under their protection here of which there is a considerable 
quantity now at Cambay and as the Factory is a place of no force there 
IS no answering what might be the consequence should the place either 
be taken by force or treacliery 

Surat 3rd January J757 [17i)C 57. S F 13) 

Surat to Camhay 

From the mfirm state of Damaji s health and the few men heliad intli 
him (which were not quite 3000 and those wry wretched aeafures) 
when he lately passed by here we do not think he is capable of possessing 
hrmself either of Ahmadabad or jour place Ncierfheless for the greater 
sccunty of the HonTile Company s effects and those of people under 
theur protection we permit of jour detaining a galL^ut whilst joa ap- 
prehend any nsk to either from the confusion which may subsist at Cam 
bay fill It Im more certain whether or not the place is liable to be attacked 
by him but we cannot add to the complement of Topo&ses whi^ each 
gallimt has on board hanng no more than are ab»luteiy necessary for 
their defence and what the constant semee of the Factory requires 

Sural 3rd January 1757 {175G>S7 S F 13) 

Surat to Bombay 

^\e Imc taken out of the Viper fisc barrels of gunpowder for the 
sennee of the galLiuts and as Mr Frskinc has represented to ns as of 
importance for the swriinty of the Hon 1)10 Companj s effects and those 
of the people under their protection that one gallii'at sliould remam at 
Cambay till the confusions ore oier wbidi at present subsist there froin 
the fear of Damaji attacking the phcc wc request 'Vciur Honour etc wiU 
spare us another in her stead to strengthen the zionhem crmxcy mth 

Cambay 0th January 2757 {1756-57 S F JJ) 

Cambay to Surat 

As Damaji k at present etnplojrrj before Ahmadabad where he Ins 
lieen encamped some days and as there wems not to be so mucli pro- 
Ixibihfy of his taJong it so soon as was it first apprehemfed I ha<e 
thought proper to return the Sliark with the con>oj and shall wnte 
i&r licr deirrg nmimwi’oganr wjbar Ahr -wmrty m' rthr erlKtir lieil'ngmy 
to the Hon ble Company or those under their protection may require it 

Sural 31st Janttary 1757 {/7iitW7 S F 13) 

Sural to Bombay 

We now return the \ipcr Cemtent SKwj) and Swift Galhrat b> 
which wc liad the honour ot yoor commands of the Hth on the 


I See Wafsew tUU-ry cf 145 
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instant and hnw bdcn sundriM on the two former, and a Crab taken li> 
them from Damajis fleet in their ja^ge hitlier amounting to Rupees 
7 743 agreeable to m% o:cc and bill ol bding cncloseil 

Camiav Sth Itaj J?J7 (irK-J? S T 13) 

Rolfrt Crsltine {trho handed ner charge of Ihe Residency on {he 20 h April 
nil to RiAert Lamherl) to Surat 

j\s I sIliJI set out about the 24th instant l« so good as to forwnnl rara^mk 
me the cuslomarj parwanahs for passing the Ufaratlas cliaukis on the 
road for a palanquin two horses three lucktties* and two banges’ 
and if a Maratlia harkara could be sent so as to meet me at Broach it 
would save me a deal of trouble at the chaukis 

Sura! Clk AugusI 1757 {,1750-57 S F 17) 1757 

Sural to Rotrbay 

The encouragement giicn bj the Nawab of Cambaj the Maritlias SolJ irt 
and this Cosemment to all sorts of people who arc m tlic least degree «>/ laJ 
acquainted with the use of arms has not only \eo considerably enlianccd 
their price but left few or none at this time to be got 

S»M/ gjlh AuguU 1757 {1757-57 S F CIO) 1757 

Carrhay to Sural 

Of t'crj late the Governor of Petbd lias got together two or three 
thousand Kolis with whom and an aid of 600 horsemen sent him from 
the Maialha army he makes frequent excursions sometimes almost 
to the very waits of Camboy so (hat it u very dangerous for any of tlie 
inhabitants here to venture to a distance from the town 

Sural 12th November 1757 {1757-53 S F CIO) 1757 

Sural io Bombay 

By the convoy wc received y’our commands of the 30th ultimo A btai 
on the 8th instant one of (he boats which we sent down with sepoy’s eafiurea 
was taken by Damaji in her return with the fleet Tlic rest of the trade 
amv ed safe 

Biltmora 15lh l^member 1757 {1750-57 S F 15) t757 

John Cadden Master of the Shark to Sural 

The 12th instant 1 weighed from Surat Bar by an order from Capt 'Tk^skatk 
Morgan to go down to Gandevi to get the wood boats out against his 
coming down At 5 o clock wu saw 8 galhvats belonging to Damaji 
at the mouth of the nver and at sunset 1 anctiorcd and made the signal 
according to my orders and the next morning at 10 odock Damajis 
fleet weighed and stood off I weighed at the same time and stood to 
the southward thinking that they were boimd out to the westward 
But they followed me upon which I hoisted ray colours and fired a gun 
to the leeward but they made no answer \Vlicn they came withm 
a had I asked them what they wanted They told me they were coming 


1 Kative buUock*carts. 

2 Iktagi or bahargi meant ongtnaUy a (ninboo furuhl cU at each end with 
cords to which luggage was listened tUobson JoUsob] Hero the word seems 
to stand for the persons carrjing Im^ by means of tl is contnvaneo 
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to take me. and so fired 2 diots at me I beat oS the first three pdhvats 
that came up with me. on which their Commodore made the signal for 
boarding, and they all bore down I fired hot upon them, but the Com- 
modore and four more boarded me, m which I struck the colours The 
conflict lasted for two hours, in whidi the gunner vras terribly burnt by 
one of our guns blowmg at the touch-hole the hawaldar and one sepoy 
killed outnght, and sc%eral wounded at the tune of boarding I am cut 
in the face and over the arm, and am now at Bihmora, where both I 
and the people are kindly treated by theModi $ son at Surat and the timber- 
merchant Nathu Limji by keeping us out of irons and endeavounng to 
get us our bberty , and they say, as soon as we are set at large, they will 
provide us with what may be convenient to cany us to Surat 

Bomhay, 22nd Novmber, J757 {175,7. P. Z) 30B) 

Letter from Surat 

Came m a pattemar with a letter firom the Chief and Factors at Surat 
under the 16th instant, advising the loss of the aark galhvat taken by 
Damaji off Gandevi, where she was sent to hasten out the timber baits, 
the particulars of the action being related m a letter from the Jlaster, 
they enclosed the same 

Sural 16th January, 1753 (1757-^3, S F C4G) 

Letter from Cambay 

We have now current reports here of a reconciliation negotiating 
between the Jlarathas and the Nawab of Gujarat,’ and these [ar?] related 
with such other circumstances as give the r^rtsaiacc ofcrembility It's 
confidently affirmed that there are amved m the Maratlia army sevci^ 
horsemen with positive orders from the Nana to the heads of these forces 
to compromise their differences with the Niwab and to grant hun the 
same conditions his father formerly had in the possession of that place,* 
that IS one-haU of the revenues he shall enjoy and the other to be collect- 
ed by such persons as the Nana shall choose to apjwint in his own behalf, 
so that we are in daily e^fpectaticei of seeing an end to these disturbances. 

Surat, 2Slh January, 1753 {1757 58 S T 6iG) 

Letter from Cambay to Surat 

Those horsemen from Nana which I formerly mentioned to liave 
been amved in the JIarathi army before Gujarat*, Iiave not os lutherto 
effected anjlhing towards a rcconaliation between the two contending 
powers ‘ and llus delay is imputed to the peace aid to be lately made 
between the Nana and Sabbat Jang, so that it is now reported that tlie 
Abratlias insist on the Naimbs relinquishing Gujarat, and as he not- 
withstanding the difficulties hebbours under docs not relax in the least 
from his former demands wehaveyet but bttic hofics of seeing a specify 
end to these disturbances 


1 Motnla Khan 

2 VVltrn Momin Khan t nHhlbeaidot Dam^jl captured AhimUibad lo 1733 
be received one halt ot the revenue (Watsoo. Wiifcwy »/ Oujaral 1 19) 

a Ahmadabod. 

t This attempt at a recunolutioo on terms so lavourabte Moffliu Kbaa it not 
mentiofled by Watson 
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Hcmbay 17th March J7SS S S- PJ) ^ 17M 

Letter from Sural dated llth March 115S 

I Iiave the strongest grounds to suspect that an mntation has been A \ 
gi\en from All \a^va^ Khan to the Maratbas /or taLmg Ins person and 
government under their protection with a promise ol the at> -gates 
l>eing opened to them in case of our bringing an> force against the place 
and to enforce the proposals made on this occasion Appajl Panlit 
Shankar)! s agent either set out last night or departs this momtng for 
Basscin 

Boirhay I7lh IfarcA 17dS (IMS S P D 4) >753 

Extract from the Poona a^ent s letter 

\\c ha\c a fljang report that Ahnudibad u taken bj Dattujd ^ 

Cambay 2Sth February J7S9 (t7SS-S9 S F Id) 1753 

Rabat Lambert to Braba’on EUtt 

At last the bawab has delivered up Guiarat* to the Maratlias and AhmaJa 
IS come avath hia army their families and effects to a vilbge ten miles 
distant from hence and wall to-morrow enter Cambay I as jTt Icam 
no certain information on nhat condition he and tne Marathas have 
settled Some say he has been paid a brge sum of money and is to hold 
Cambaj and Gogo entirely to himself others that Damaji with whom 
the Nawab has negototed this peace ts in future to enjov that part of 
the revenues of Ihia place whiclv fonnetly appertained to Varui These 
are the reports wc hear but thus much b certain that the Nawab has 
lost that place entirely through the differenecs between himself and his 
Diwan who was the diief author of bis taking Gujarat and who also 
maintained himself there in a pow-er superior cv en to that of the Nawab 

Sural 20lh March 17oS (1757-58 S F GIG) l7S8 

Leila Jrom Cambay 

In my iMt address under the 28Ui oltuno I informed Your Honour Terms of 
etc ot the return of the bawab but knew not then certainly on what **' ^ 
conditions he had settled with the Marathas It is now public that he 
also has dehvered them up all Gogo and granted them a half share m 
the Cambay government In a few days we expect the Maratha pandit 
who IS to stay here with a power equal if not supenor to the Nawab s 
and as it will be needful for rue to make him some present on his amval 
and also to give something to the Nawab on this occasion of bis return I 
beg your perrmss on to comply with what has been a rule m similar cases 

Bombay Slh Aprd 17>iS {I75S P D Let to Court of Dtr S) 1758 

Bombay to the Court of Directors 

The Viper Ketdi Content Sloop and Swift Galhvat having brought Boats 
m a grab which they bad taken on their return from Surat on the 7th eonfiseated 

1 Watson ^ves a detailed account of the a ege and capture of AhmuUlad 
til slory of Gujarat H8— 147] According to h m the town surrendered in Apni 
1757 bat tb s date doca not seem to be concct rrom the neat letter dated Surat 
2Sth rebrn-tiy 1758 it follows tbat hloiam Khaa turreudered Alunodabad In the 
last days of rebrnary 1758 

2 Abmadabad 
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February 1757 also two Koli boats the gallivats there met with between 
Dumas and the Bar we ordered the supenntendent to receive charge of 
them and some tnflmg effects on board the latter till we could see whether 
any claims would be made and some Bhavnagar merchants demanding 
the boats by virtue of some passes said to have been obtained from dif 
ferent Country Powers we appointed a Committee to examine into the 
validity of them but they not being able to proceed therem from the 
masters of the galhvats at Surat being possessed of the passes and papers 
said to be found m them we referred it to the Chief and Factors there 
However the Bhavnagar merchants reasons proving very msufficient 
and their agent owning they were manned by Kohs -we condemned 
them on the 12th April for the benefit of the captors as we Iikewn^ 
did the above-mentioned grab being fully satisfied that she was the 
property of Dama]i 

Shark The Shark Galhvat proceeded the 31st October with some other 
restored vessels as a convoy to Surat and on the 22nd following we were advised 
from your servants there that she was taken by Damaji s fleet off Gan 
devn on their sending her thither to hasten out some timber boats against 
the arrival of the rest of the convoy We immediately ordered the 
Supenntendent to examine the Master and others on their arnv'al 
concerning it and the Select Conumttee intended taking satisfaction 
of Damaji for that and the capture of a boat which had brought down 
some sepoys on her returning with the convoy However we have the 
pleasure to advise Your Honours that the Select Committee effected the 
restoration of the Shark her crew and stores in an amicable manner 
Master but we being satisfied from the report of an enquiry into the Masters 
p ruled conduct laid before US the 28th February as per copy under No I7S that 
he not only suffered himself to be surpns^ byDamap but left his syrang 
four lascars a sepoy at Surat without his commanding officer s know 
ledge we determmed that he should never have the command of vessels 
m Your Honours service and have besides turned him on board one of 
your cruisers to serve before the mast such time as the Supenntendent 
may judge necessary to deter any other person from behaving m the 
like maimer 

1758 Cambay Uth October 1758 {1758 59 S F li) 

Lelter front Fobert Lambert 

Pface fl/ Nawab having settled with the head of the Maratha army bj 

Can bay givmg them a small present such as is customary for all towns near 
which they encamp to pay them we expect they will march hence this 
day or to morrow 

1753 Surat 6lh Noiember 17oS {1758-59 S F If} 

Sural to Bombay 

Mara has 0*^^ hisf nspccts were dated the I9th ultimo per Drake and on the 
near 21st we received jxiur commands of the 14th in consequence whereof 
Cambay immediately directed Mr Lamberts assistant at Cambaj (he him 
self being come down here for the benefit of a change of air) to comply 
with Your Honour Acas orders regarding attJe in answer to which 
he has advised us tliat the Sbiathas being still near the phcc the 
bmcliers dare not go out to purchase any till thej were removed to a 
greater distance 
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Camlay 20!Ji SepUmhn, 173.'! S F. 11) 

HoUrl Lamferi to BraUtxn EUn 

It 15 impossible at thw time to procore an> rpianiity of cattle here. 
Ixduse the llantlias !me an unccwitroUcd sway m all the adjacent 
countnes and mncli power e\en m Cainba> , for tne Niwab's aflam at 
present arc so circumstanced as makes it pmdent for him not to thwart 
the pandit here in anjihmg he does except dircctlj and grcatlj indeed 
tending to the N’awabs owm prejadice for wfiidi reasons the butdicrs 
will not enter info anj contract for cattle uitlt me nor cicn be prciailed 
upon to 5 enture into the country to make tnal whether anj can be pur- 
chased from thence 

Cambay. Sth Oclah<r. 1731 {nolSO, S F If) 

Rohfrt Lambert to Brabaton FUtt 

Damaji and TIamchandra are fallen with an army of twenty thousand 
men within six or seitn kos of thw place, but, as they do not hitherto 
molest either the mluibttants oc cattle of Cimbaj , wc an. not certain 
(though much suspect) tlut their designs are against this aty 

J’.S— Since dosing the abote the Mantlm arc encamped wthm a 
gun-shot o! the town wall, but Imenot yet begun to fire against the 
place* 


1 'Tlic struggle between Can bay and tbe Mirall as iliJ not en 1 In I7S5 Tho 
concl iilipg phase IS narrated in the 1781— 8a SmmI IJiary 16 See letters 

Irom tbe isih January 1762 to the I7tb Novembn' I7(*2 


175.9 

MaTa.i»s 

near 

Cambay 


1753 

Cambay 

thUMfUi 



No 9 THE CAPTURE OF SURAT CASTLE BY THE 
ENGLISH (1758-1759) 


Surat Factors and the Bombay authorities had long 

been anxious to gain possession of Surat Castle, because 
they hoped thereby to be in a position to extend adequate 
protection to their merchants, whilst the securing of the 
tankha attached to the Castle would enable them to equip 
and maintain an efficient fleet, so that both on land and sea 
their mastery would be firmly established to the great dis- 
comfiture of their enemies and their competitors* 

The 1758-1759 venture was not, therefore, in the nature 
of a first attempt; it was rather the culmination of a long 
series of strivings persistently persevered in, some of them 
resulting in failures, others partially successful, but all of 
them paving the way to the same end* Thus much may 
be easily gathered from those documents which deal with 
the various contests that took place in Surat between rival 
factions, such as the struggle for supremacy between Mfah 
Achind and Safdar Khan, between Safdar Khan and Sidi 
Masud, between All Navaz Khan and Miah Achind, and 
so on, A comprehensive summary of the political aspira- 
tions of the Surat Factors is contained in the opening extract 
taken from Jonathan Duncan’s famous Minute and recapi- 
tulating the salient features of this particular conquest. 

As regards the 1758-1759 venture, it consists of two 
phases. In March, 1758, the English thought that the time 
had at fast come when tfiey mfght soccessfuiyy carry out 
their long cherished design; but the project was suddenly 
given up, shortly after It had been embarked on. In March, 
1759, a fresh attempt proved successful. The part played 
by the Marathas, in frustrating the first, and allowing the 
second attempt to come off, will sufficiently appear irom the 
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docuintnts and tKc annotaUons, K tht Marathas had not 
been divided amongst themselves, if the Peshwa had not 
opposed the GatWad, Surat would not have fallen into 
piiglisH hands, at least not in 1759. Thus the documents 
here published open new vistas, the very existence of which 
is not even hinted at in the Gazetteer of the Bombay Presi- 
dency, H, 125-127. 


DOCUMKNrS 


Homiay. mh Auf!usl. 2703. (J7DS. S & P. D C(T) 1748 1759 

Jonaihan Duncan's MtnuU on Sural CastU 

6 T«gh Bakhl, djTng m lh« yva 1746. appears to have shortly there- Sffdar k 
after had for hu successor as haktra. or governor of the tovm. the Kawab 
Safdar Khm, «hos« son Wlqar Khan. «nter«f at the same time on tlie 
kiUadan. or comound of the Castte. 

The peaceable state of things proi-ed Ijowcver. but of short con AtkMt 
tunonce, for in, or about, the j'ear 1748 a Said named Miab Actund, 
othennse known under the name of Mo>*ccn od-din Khan, and the grand 
lather of the present Nawab. having mamed into the famit) of the late '' 

Tcgh Bakht Khan, was able through the assistance of the begum his 
widow, and of his own relation. All Nawaz Khan to possess himself, 
under coulour also of the ro)*al authonty of the Castle from Wiqar Khan 

He then applied for the assistance of the already named Damaii 
agreeing in return to give up a fourth of the res'cnues of Surat, and by 
this support and that of the English he was able also to expel Safdar 
Khan from the Parbar, or civil goi-emment o! the aty, in whidi he con- 
Imued to rule tOl 1751, when he svas in his turn attacked by tMqar Khan 
and obliged to abandon the town and seek refuge m the Castle which 
fell in consequence of these dissensions tn the custody of Sidi Slasud of 
the family of the already named Sidts of Rajapur or Janjira 

7 In the prosecution of the contest between Wiqar Khan and Miah Da"Ktjls 
Achind the former u stated to hasa: also appbed for assistance to Pamaji 

on a stipulation that he should enjoy hall the revenue of Surat, but, when 
the business was accomplished, and his father. Safdar Khan returned 
from Tatta (whither he had proceeded on being ui 1748 drawn out by 
Achmd) objections were raised by the said Khan who had by this time 
resumed the admmistration to the payment of so large a proportion, 
and instead o! half, it was settled to give Damaji only a third of the 
makta and other income and in 1752-3 Damaji agre^ among other 
concessions to cede to his superior the Peshwa, one moiety of his chauth 
or rather thud share on the Surat revenues 
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SiJj'i ® And in consideration of the Sidi’s having also latterly promoted 
than the recall and restoration of Safdar Khan, he is stated to have obtained 
from the latter, in right of the tankha for the fleet, a third m the golah 
mandaxi*, or toUa levied on grain and a like proportion in the income 
O^erto the courts of justice But dissensions soon after arose between 
Lrgbsh Safdar Khan and liis relation. Ah Nawaz Khan, on the one part, and the 
rtjicted Sidj on the other, so that in January, I7SJ, a negotiation was set on foot 
Letween them and Jlr Elhs our Chief at Surat for expelling the Sidi 
from the Castle, which ivas to be given up to the Nawab and the fleet 
to be consigned to the Compiany. for the support of which they wereto 
receive from the Nawab a bkh of Rupees per annum ^t political con- 
siderations prevented our then availuig ourselves of this offer, and other 
events intervened to create a difference between the Nawab and 
Nawaz Khan who had connected himself with the Sidi and the Dutch, 
and whose views were ultimately directed to the nawabship, m which 
Farit A the Said Nawaz Khan had for opponent Tam Khan a man who was 
being at that time also protected by the Warathas and secretly favour- 
ed by Safdar Khan This last arcumstance appears to have induced 
the Bombay Government to resolve in 1757 to open a correspondence 
NawaxK (Fans Kluin), but meanwhile Safdar Khan died suddenly in 

A?owa* January, 1758 supposed to have been taken off by poison by his rela- 
tion the afore said Ah Nawaz who became thereon Safdar’s successor 
in the hakimi or nawabsh/p of Surat, as had in 1756 the Sidi Ahmad 
Khan that of bis father Jlasud in the custody of the Castle 
to 9 The people of Surat appear however to have been so dissatisfied 
tnghth Sidi and with the Nawaz that in the same month of the latter’s 

accession they offered through Mr EUis to make up for five years any 
deficiency of two lakhs of Rupees per annum in the respects from the 
tankha or assignment for the support of the fleet, and ja«y de/cteney] 
al the funds for the maintenance of the Castle, il the Cimpany should 
resolve to take possession of them which they appear to have been 
agam deterred from attempting in dread of the resentment of the 
JIaiatha Government who had views at this tune of takmg Surat to 
themselves notwithstanding, our having m March, 1758 provided so 
far as to enter into a formal treaty with Fans Khan stipulating to put him 
ID possession of the government of the town taking to ourselves the 
Castle and fleet Fans Khan being at the expense of this expedition for 
which he bound the phurja or customhouse besides two lakhs to be 
raised by a vera or levy on the aty m lieu of plunder to the army, and 
other articles not material here to recite 

Nau/at K 10 This suspension of proceedmgs on our part afforded tune for 
exptiM a revolution in Surat occasioned by Mlah Achmd al%as Moyeen ad 
Achmd gin Khan who liad on his dispossession m 1751 (as noticed m the 6th 
tiawab paragraph) repaired to Bomlay where Us family having been left his 
grandson the present Nawab was bom here about the year 1755 after 
which Achmd was able by his own exertions, aided by the support of 
Sidi Ahmad the comniandM’ in the Castle and the Influence of that 
branch of the late Tegh Bakhts family mto which he had married 
to exj-el m December 1758 All Nawaz from the nawabship, and to 
effect his own reinstatement 

I Golah a store bouse for graiaci wit: fnoHrfai'f custom house, ffeJso** 
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1 1 the pcnod of discontmtnnce of prepanHons n the earl> 

part of Tans Khan sand the «\d of AUNawaxsKo\CTT\ment jn December 
following some injoncs fiad been expenencetl b> our peop'e from the 
Castle for which no redress ajiild be procnred. These circumstances 
joined to a \i<rw of the advantages that might occur from our success 
and a desire to anttapate the deaims ci*h^ of the Slarathas or of ant 
European nation led in the beginning of the jtar 17»9 to a renewal of 
the mtention to obtain for the Companj the Castle and the fleet and to 
fix Fans Khan in the cml government of that at> ui concurrence as 
appears wath the wishes of a considerable numlier of the inhabitants 
of Surat and in consequence of the solicitation of *Jidi Jafar and Will 
nllah with others of that Khan's part> or at least if tliat was found 
unpracticable he maLe him Kaib to Achmd Upon the tint intelli 
pence of which from Bombaj the Chief and the other Gentlemen left 
Surat and went to the Bar except Mr Enijne who remained in the 
crt> but for whose secunt) and that of die Factofy wv had however, 
the familv of the then ruling Kawab \bah Adiind that liaving hitherto 
continued at Bombaj had been just at this lime sent ^cJ. to Surat but 
were now detained at the Bar on board o! oneof our vessels till it should 
appear how aCaifS tamed out though it was afterwards agreed to release 
the Kawab s women (det-umng onfj hw nepliew Mir tfassam ) hoping 
thereby entirely to alienate the said Achuul from the Sidi at the same as 
to deter Nana s ( the Peshwa ) and Damap the Cailwad s agent from 
taking mrt against us on this occasion I,ctt«rs were wntten to them 
and to Karopant the Commander in-Quef of the ilaratha fleet at the 
Bar to assure them tliat there was no intention to trench or innovate 
on their masters just rights and interests at Surat 

12. Thus circumstanced Miah Acltind intimated to Mr Erskine hu 
being willing to join against the Sidi provided he bad secunty for the 
pemunenn of his ow-n government in the atj whicli he at the same 
tune signified hu hav ing heard that vve were bringing I am Khan to 
supplant hun in for which purpose the fleet accordingly amved on the 
15th of February with a body of land forces consisting of 800 Europeans 
infantry of ! 5M sepoys and a detachment of the Koj-al ArtillcTy but 
their amval vms reported bj the Chief and Council to have not only 
lost the springs but thrown a damp on the party of Fans Khan and 
given the Sidi more time for preparing for hu defence and strengthening 
hu party notwithstanding winch they were still m hopes of accomplish 
mg the object towards the promotion of which it app^rs that there was 
a Said in the lorni who together wth Sidi Jafar were strenuously our 
fnends on that occasion 

13 On the Idth February a scerpao horse sword etc. arrived from Farts A 
Nana to Achmd who d arppeaxs became certain, would. oAvccenlec uiln 
any agreement for an^ihing less than the government exclusive of 
which he appeared willuig ttet we should give to Fans Khan what we 
pleased It was also found that none of Fans Khan s party stirred in 
his fav'our withm the town the cause of which was expbined in a private 
conference between Mr Spencer and MahuUoh on the 1st of 5farch 
whereat it was by the latter piraded that aO the women of the family of 
Teg Bakht and ^fdar Khan had of kite attached themselves to Achmd 
and his son that both he (Watlittflab) and Jafar were now desirous 
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only on Fans Khan’s conung in as Naib fo Achuid but not as Nawab , m 
pursuance of which it was determined to proceed accordingly, and a 
treaty was entered into with behind to that eBect on the 4th JZarch, 
on which day the Sidi agreed to give up the Castle and the fleet 

J758 Surat. 23rd January, J758 {2768 59, S F Id) 

Surat to Bombay 

Safdar We had called upon the maraphatios* this day to offer ns terms 
Khan s for the freight of our Hot ble Ifasteis’ ship Latham to Mocha, but 
death account of the death of Safdar Khan, which happened yesterday, they 
have excused themselves from coming to the Factory for some^ys 
to make any terms for freight, till Ah Nawaz Khan's permission is pre- 
viously obtained 

1758 Surat 16th March, 1758 {1758-59 S F 14) 

A K All Nawaz Khan havmg received a commission from Court, appomt- 
Khan mg jjmi Nawab of Surat, the same was exhibited this day at the Darbar 
CJki#/j Notice being received in town that several Bombay cruisers appeared 
*ouj» jn sight from the Bar, the garden house where the Chief resides was 
surrounded with five hundfod of the Government’s sepoys to prevent 
bis retreat to the Bar in opinion that those vessels were coming on hostile 
designs against the place 

1758 Surat 17lh March, 1758 {1758 59, S F 14) 

Surat to Cambay 

Enitsting As the Nawab of Cambay had made [many] soldiers m his pay, 
Kidiirt Mhich [otitng io\ the loss of Gujarat [Ael must [Acre] little further service 
for this serves to direct that jou [fiy to] enlist whatever number of them, 
you can procure, {and send them) hither in the most expeditious maimer 
JOU can by sea 

17SS Surat. J9tk March 1758 {1758 59 S F 14) 

At a Consultation 

Attach on The Chief infoims the Board of the [intentions) of the HonTIe Presi 
Suroi dent and Council of Bombay to fix Fans lOian [m the] Darbar, and of 
Allaying the preparaljons that are making at Bombay [to this) end Agreed m 
suspicions order to remove the present alarmintown {/Aal toe] Revenge Viper, Swift, 
and Swallow g-iUivats be dispatched fo the [Bar) with orders (as entered 
hereafter) and that under pretence of malOTg fa] party of pleasure to 
Ihi^s® we endeavour to withdraw to there At the same tunc taking 
into consideration that much convenience [may) result in the dispatch 
of the Latham s business m communicatmg our demands and rcceivmg 
Amro .haxity» .one 

servant [to] contmue on the spot. [tt\ is unanimously judged [that it] is 
liable to be attended with no [harm or) danger to him Mr ErsJone 
makes the offer of remaining [at the) Facfoiy; but Mr Court, being in a 

1 The details cootained In parsBraphs II to 13 are a summary of the virtou* 

events as st)t«se»2urnt rsincts of tlie 1758—59 Sunt Dluy, 14 

2 Broker or agent (Uilson) InUwEnsIbhdocumeiitsiKa^HArakbgraeTallyssed 

3 Dumas — In the Gogitsh DoeunjentsDemvJ U generally used— altoated at Iba 
rlvei'a mouth about II miles Irom Surat. 
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very tad state ol anS\ apprehamve that by gcang to the Bar 

he should increase his [tUnas], desires that be may be the person left 
in town, which is accordingly agreed to. 

Surat. 2Ut March, 1758 {1758-59, S. T. 11) 1758 

The Chief after many importunities receives a visit from the kazi, E^plan- 
whose errand appearing intended to discovn our real design and palliate aitons 
our resentments by fair promises of giving us no further cause of com- 
plamt, the Chief to avoid explanations on the subject recommends it 
as the most advisable scheme for ^ Master to address hunscU to the 
Governor and Counal of Bombay and communicate to them whatever 
overtures he u disposed to make. 

Surat. 22>td March. 1758 {1758-59. S F. 11) 

Early this morning the Chief and all other Gentlemen belonging 
to the Tactory, excepting Mr, Court, left town and came on board the 
Drake 

Surat. 24lh March. 1758 {1758-59. S. F. 11) 

At night arrived the Guardian from Bombay mth a letter from the 
Select Committee to the Chief, who informed the Gentlemen of Council 
that our Supenors have relinquished [thetr] designs.* and that he pur- 
poses retunung in the momlog to town. 

SHftff, 2Sth March. 1758 {1758-59. S F. If) 

Surat to Bombay 

In consequence of a representation to the Chief that it was expedient 
for the Honble Company's affairs, early on the 22nd we all retiru from 
town on board the Drake Gallivat at the ^r. except Mr. Court, whose 
weak condition would not permit him to leave the Factory On the 
Guardian's arrival, the Chief acquainted u$ that it was no longer neces- 
sary lor us to contmue at the Bor, and accordingly we are agam return- 
ed to town 

Surat. 6th April, 1758 {1758-59, S F If) 1758 

Surat to Bombay. 

It IS with tiie greatest concern, we are obliged to acquaint Your Om- 
Honour, etc that after having had our business earned on without 
interruption or msult ever since Safdai Khan's decease, merely from 
the apprehensions entertained by iHk Government of our resentment, 
we have since our late return from the Bar found them [toj b^m again 
more than ever to embarrass and obstnict our aOaiis, m partial the 
merchants, having 150 bales surplus freight, had at their own desire 
agreed with the Chief to ship them on the Fame for Mo^, and 

accordingly seversil bales were marked for that vessel, and abom 25 
actually sent on board, when at Mimeher's instigation three of the 
Government's chobdars were sent to our tent and by force, against the 
merchants' inclinations, «ho all retired from the tent, cut out the marks 


1 Aecordiog to Grant DoB the Bdmbar Coveinmeat gave up their first attempt 
at captuTiDg the Castle, because the Pesbwa threateueU to attack the Fresldescv 
(Grant DcU ■ History oj tXa Mahratlas, I. SOI) 


1758 

Ijamng 

Surat 


1758 
Rttum to 
Surat 


1758 

Bmhay 

inforttCsd 
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of those bales intended for the Fame and having earned them away 
shipped them on boani a Grab of llulna s now at the Bar We were 
yesterday hkewise alarmed with an attempt of the mirbahr' to put 
a stop to the Latham s busmess and prevent the necessaries belongmg 
to the passengers going on board on account of our refusing a passage 
to a fakir on that ship which had we been less expeditious m loading 
than we were we beheve would have left this place with a much smaller 
freight than she has now on board and as such extraor^ary steps m 
this Government may be attended with the woist consequences to our 
Hon ble Masters affairs we think it meumbent on us to give j^ni parti 
cular information of them 


Sold trs 
di$eharged 


Before we retired to the Bar we had wath permission from the 
Hon'ble the President wrote Mr Inmbert at Cambay® to enlist a number 
of Arabs but being advised that those peoples demands were very un 
reasonable and that some other good country sepoys might then be met 
with there we directed him to enlist them on the Hon ble Company s 
account and before we could counteimand these orders he had entered 
into conditions with and actually enrolled upwards of four hundred to 
disengage himself from which agreements he desued permission to com 
pound with the tachardars* by repajnng them what expenses they liad 
been at m impressing people for our services wluch we liave permitted 
tom to do recommending to him to be as frugal as possible therein 


1758 Sural 8lh May 17SS (175S‘S9 S F If) 

Sural to Bombay 

Cm We are Sony to acquamt Your Honour etc that far from seeing 
pimtiis any good effects from the Honble President s remonstrance to All Nawni 
Khan not a day passes without fumishingus with some convincing instance 
of the httle benefit that may be hoped to result from expostulating with 
him On the 13th ultimo jxnx were advised of the contract for khas 
khas* we had made and smcc then we have been continually repeating 
our applications for his permission lor its exportation which till jester 
day could not be obtained yet at the same time [ire) have seen quanti 
tics cam^ through our Water-Gate* by other people 

1753 Sural 20th August 1753 {I75SS9 S F 14) 
ran* K This day two open letters were sent the Qilef by AU Nawar one 
neiwanud being for the Ilonble President of Bombaj the other to himself wrote 
in the name of Ghazi Khan the Moguls Wizir and mentioned that 
advice had bem received at Delhi of I ans Khan s making pretensions 
to this Government wherein he was supported bj the Slarafhas but 

1 Coston, or harboor maitrr 

2 Se« letter dated Sant. I7lh Slarcl 1754 

3 TbOca'dar a tarmer • leaw-bolder • eikldleraaB. (VVIUoo) The word U 
hm eaed ia tbe laat peaning 

4 Tb« tragnst gms with tb« roots o( whkb Uttln ate made. 

5 One ol the rata of the loorr wan. eituatM aJoog the rirrr front It wai 
throeehthlirate that under tbe tenwiof the thartrr of 1718 ibe FfigH b wrrr oo 
fwriaeotol aaywitr earn ol Jla. lOOOO ahowrd to pue the good* frreef datf 
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that as All JJawaz Khan was the King s proposed Governor it was 
therefore expected that the English no^ esponse his cause in all such 
occasions 

Sural 15lh Septmber 1758 (17aS-59 S F 2J) 

At a Consultation 

Last night about hall an hour alter nine two of the Modi s nephews 
in returning from the Lati being assaulted nudway between the two 
factories by a Habshi* who snat Aed at the clothes which one of them 
had under his arm whereupon a struggle ensued when the other hold 
mg up a lanthom which he had in his hand m order to get knowledge 
who the fellow was the Habshi drew his sword and with one blow 
cut his arm almost off and with a second felled him to the ground the 
other brother enraged hereat endea\oured to seue the viham but in 
the attempt recent so many cuts that obliged him to fall too when 
the assassin made oB One of the brothers died this morning of his 
wounds and the life of the other is very precarious VVearemet there- 
fore to take this affair into consideration and weighing the bad conse- 
quences thereof and that if satisfaction is not obtamra we know not 
bow soon the like may happen again 

Sural 27th Septmber 1758 {1758-59 S F l7Sg 

Our frequent applications to the Nawab for satisfaction in regard Apptal to 
to the murder of the Modi s two nephews having no likelihood of sue Bombay 
cess notwithstanding his most solemn and repeated promises on this 
head as we imagme that he (the Nawab) cannot force the Sidi to deli 
ver up the assassin who vre are credibly informed is an Arab m his 
service and in his possession agreed therefore to represent the same 
to the Honble President and Council of Bombay desirmg their most 
senous considemtion thereon because if this affair is pass^ over mth 
out any satisfaction obtained or notice taken thereof neither our ser 
vants nor indeed our own lives and properties can be secured at 
tempts of the like kind 

Surat Clh Nwember 17SS [1753-59 S F If) 1758 

Sural to Bombay 

The d sputes which have for some time subsisted between AIi Nawaz K 
Khan and the S di were lately earned such a length that it was daily trouble 
expected they would have come to blows and as the Dutch and other 
merchants were taking measures for securing themselves and ejects 
in case of such a rupture we judged it necessary lor tte safety of our 
Honblc Masters Factory and effects at this place to order up three of 
Qjir. ^irMlx.and.'aari.r.bnjj; dft.b'irJizDfnifArJiR.^Slh.’ih.’cifi, hiA as.+hasa, 
disacns ODS seem to be at present subsided the Sidi having a few days 
ago Toade a fnendly visit at the Durbar we have sent off the detach 
mentsagam and ordered the vessds do m to their usual stations at Dumas 
From the best mtorraation we can get it seems certam that Ah Nawaz 
Klian IS actually become a vassal of the Nan\ s having put himself en 
tirely under his protection the ccmsequence of which we apprehend 


1758 

Com 

plaints 


1 Anotber 


lor S di. 



THE GAIKWADS OF BARODA 


must be m a short time the subjection of this place to the power of the 
Slarathas i 

1758 Surat 3rd Decemler, 17SS {1758-59 S F li) 

Surat to Bombay 

Aeh\nd^s Our last address wait by pattcmar under the 23rd ultimo advising 
nvalry that lliah Achind had made himself master of Rander he contmues 
there and is daily gathermg strength by forces commg to him from Broach 
hnd other places We have all unagmable reason to beheve that very 
fehorily he will by some means get admittance mto Surat as the Sidi seems 
to favour hiS attempt 

Kawax Two days ago the Nawab sent iis a message desinng to know ff we 
Khan s would accept the charge of our Water-Cate and defend it against any 
attack that might be made that way To this we rephrf that at present 
We could by no means accept a chaige of that nature first as it would 
be making us parties m a quarrel we had nothmg to do vnth and next 
that without the particular orders and leave obtamed from our Supenors 
It would be presumption m us to undertake it that we would refer it to 

S our Honour etc but feared no answer could arrive m tune enough to 
5 of any service to him 

1758 Surat Slh December 1758 {1758-59 S F If) 

Surat to Bombay 

HHicRi This IS sent express purposely to inform your Honour etc that 
the same night I^Iiah Acbind came privately into town under the Sidis 
SM«< protection. Yesterday at day break the ^Ue SiJiited him and soon 
afterwards the Darbar was attacked by the Sidi s and iCah Achind s 
people joined they continued engaged all day the Castle fre^ently 
finng upon the Darbar towards night the firing was something slacken 
ed but this morning it seems renewed again and they still continue 
engaged We judge (hat notvnthstanding the resistance which Ah Nawar 
Ktikn makes he cannot possibly bold the Darbar abow a day or two 
as meet of the pnuapaJ pet^le have deserted bun and gone over tokfiah 
ArhinA The inner gates of the town are all m the Sidi s possession but 
the outer gates are at present guarded by Maratha people before m All 
Nawaz Khan s service From any circumstances that have yet happened 
we don t apprehend that the Marathas will be able to get any power in 
town more than what they before had 
1758 Surat Clh December 1758 (i75S-59 S F If) 

Naanu Ah Nawaz Rhan sent out to capitulate The terms granted him 
-KAfl" were that he should relinquish the Darbar and with his family and per 
itjMtei cSects retire to a private house m town 


1758 Sural 9th December 1758 {1758 59 S F If) 

Surat to Bombay 

AchuKTs Our last address was under the 5th instant per pattcmar express 
inumpk advising the engagement between the Darlxir and uistle The next 

1 Balaii Bajirao » friendship for Nawu Khan nay help to explain why bona 
aided with the English against hliati Achind and the Sidi and thn* able to 
frustrate whatei-er attempts Panuil might have Uhed to juahe to 
tab (lom seizing the CoKle (See letter dated frnm Snrat tUb 
If the Marathas had been nnited in the roppoalttoq to the English, 
not tave Itbea into Coghab hands . 
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di> All Nawaz Khan capitubtwl and ill finng crash'd "icsterdaj he 
quitted the Darbarand u retired to a pn\*atehousc m town Miah Achmd 
K now in full possession of t!ie citj and snil in i \cr> few <Lij-s make 
hi3 public entry into the Darbar llieMaratUas seem not to lia\t gamed 
anj pow^r more than wliat tLc> had before 

Surai 13ih Damher mS {mt-50 S T 
Surai to Bombay 

At the earnest request of Soral)|t Munctier)t and Cdul Dada we ga\ e 
them permission to proceed to Bombay on the ship Kevenge but when 
gomg to embark thej were impcrlcd b> the Sidi s people at our ^Vatcf 
Gate at length Sorabji was permitted to go Imt Cdul not Weyestcr 

wrote a rocca to the Suit to know his reasons for it and desired the> 
might ha^e liberty to proceed on the Cuardan but the onlj answer 
we could obtam was i reference to Mali Achmd when he should be sea 
ted m the Parbaf This proccctlmg of the Sidi gi\cs us reason to thmk 
he lias some bad intentions against Edul Dada 

Surat 3rd January, 17S0 (mS~SO S F H) 

Surat to Bombay 

In our address of the 13th ultimo Your Honour etc were advised 
of the impediment put by the Suit to Edul Dada s proceedmg to Bombay 
as he then intended from which time till the 27th of tliat month he re* 
maincd in the factory when at his own parlicuhr request he was permit 
ted to go to his own habitation to and from whicli and the factory he 
passed dail> without an> molestation tdlthe30th in the afternoon when 
as he and Nasserwan]i Boman]i were coming to the 1 actory some sepoys 
ofSidifarae the Amin scizcdhimandcamedhiintoSidirameshouse 
but offered no manner of violence to Nasserwanji Immediate appLcation 
was made to jlliah Achmd and wc procured Edul s release the same even 
ing without any maltreatment to his person [nor] any money or vvntwg 
bmg extorted from or grv cn by him 

Surai 2nd February 1759 {t7SSS9 S F l-t) 1739 

At a Consullalim 

The Chief informs tlie Board of the intentions of the Hon ble Presi Aitach o i 
dent and Council of Bombay to endeavour to fix fans Khan m the ^ 
Parbar m consrauence of the solicitations of Sidi Jalar and Wall ullah 
with others of fans Khans party represented to them [<ft« Bombay 
Government] by the Chief or at least if that was found impossible to 
make him Naib to Achmd and to procure the Castle and tankha for our 
Hon ’ble Masters for which purpose proper preparations were making at 
Bombay which may be shortly evp^«f at the Bar The Chief there leav ng 
fore acquainted the Board that he calls this meeting to consult on proper I'nvn 
measures lot leaving the town lest the Covenimcnt might be prompted 
to seue our persons in order thereby to irustrate their designs at Bombay 
as the news ol the preparations there have given no small umbrage to the 
Government here It is agreed that the Gentlemen severally repair m 
the afternoon to the garden bouse and from thence withdraw themselves 
to the vessels at the Bar m the manner that shall be found most conve 
nient 
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rfo/MiiM/ time the Chief ficquilnta the PoonI tluit the IIon^^e 

Compan>'$nOj, excepting a HTuIllialinco that Mr Trst^me necessarily 
must ss-ant. It almJj cwt ir>T<l in a private manner on bcnnl the Bombay 
Grab, and an exact mventory ol the llonlAe Company's effects, Je/t in 
the lacttiry under the charge of Mr Hrelinc, Is bid ^fore tlic Board 
It U also ngrc«l to lease m the laclory the usual number of sepoj's 
and the lactory detadiment of miltUr) under the command of ensign 
Walsh, who dieerfully nccimcscca m being left m the place to preserve 
It from the insults of a mob. for we do not apprdiend tliat cither Achind 
or the Sidi will attempt to plunder the Factory, or maltreat those we 
leave in it, 

1759 Sural, SrJ rrbruiiry, 17S9 (i7SS-69. S F. It) 
jehn spencer la Miah AehtnJ* 

AtXini The man) acts of violence and aiipTT*sion. that the English and 
tnfetmti iheir dejvendants in general have laboured under for a considerable tunc 
post, wnlhout anv rrwpecl of being able to procure satisfaction b> all 
the moderation fdtlierto sJiown b> them have at length mdueed the 
General and Coiinal of Bombay to seek mf/Ess hy /om of aims, the 
only mnns tliat seems now to lie left them, seeing tliat the Ilon'ble 
Compan> a pnvileges are not only eontU)ualI> violated in point of com- 
merce but these injuncs liavc even reached the persons and lives of our 
dependants without the least redress being obtained and indeed in the 
present detracted situation of the management of the affairs of this aty 
there doc* not appear an other prospect of re-establislnng a^iis tlian by 
die method now^rsuedby the Jlon'blc Governor and CounoJ, 

Dtvrti This method it has long been in the poveer of the English to pursue, 

V but from motions of humanity, being Ihemsehes a nation famous in the 
world for its encouragement of merchants m general they were willing 
to trj ev-cry gentle method to pnrvcnt involving the citj and fhexnhab/ 
tants in general in the calamities of v\ar, which must now be the case, 
unless and they use vour heartiest endeavours and interpose in such 
manner as to procure os the satisfactum the Governor and Council, assis- 
ted by ffis Sfajesty s forces are determined to seek for 

As > ou hive all along expressed a desire to contnbotc as far as was 
laniuof* m vour power to give a currency to our affairs and have constantly 
laid cvciy oppressive act or tmp^ment we have met with since jour 
coming into power at the door of the Sidi Ahmad Khan and expnised 
a desire to go hand in hand with us it occasions my addressing you in 
tills particular maimer and on thii important occasion that you may 
regulate jnur conduct in sudi manner towards us and our designs as 
may not destroy the regard the Hon’ble Companj have long had for 
Your House * which will not be the case unless jxiu choose to draw it on 

1 Tills letter and those immeduitcljr tollowiog were not meant lor immediate 
delivery they remained with Tnfcioe to be handed over to the addressees when the 
opportune moment should ofier It was the Chiefs poliev to leave hlikh Achiad 
and the others in suspension ns regaids the real intentions of the English Erskine 
was Instructed to deliver them [Ih* Irnm] in such a manner as may be found most 
convenient for at present it will not be necessary to place our retiring to the Bar 
to the account of the expedition fntended but to our apprehensions of fnsults 
{1758—69 S r 14 2nd February 1769) 

2 It was at that time the intentioD of th( Bombay Covemment to deprive 
Mlah Acbind of the nawabship of Sunt and tbe Chief «as w^ aware of this. 
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^tjureelf itttill therefore bcw-ellthat yooonjouf parlscnda trusty man 
on your behalf to confer with me to whom I will open my mmd as to our 
intent more particnhrly tluin I dioose to do here 

Surat 2nd rebruary J7o9 {175^-69 S F J/) 

JohnSpeneer to Apiajirao 'Madhavrao the Maratha agenls^ 

The Hon ble Gowmor and Council of Bombay basing been obliged 
to taWe the measures they Jkit now pursuing to reestablish the Kon blc 
Company s afiatrs on a liting fooling here I take tJie opportunity to 
apprise you of it and to let you know that by these means the lust pro 
tensions of the Marathas to a part of the resenucs of this city are not 
intended to l>c prejudiced What need I add more but that I shall be 
glad to confer with you on this occasion? 

Surai 2x4 February mO {17S8 59 S F 14) 

The Chief to Ike prinafat officert and inhabitants of Surat 

\<ju yourselves having been [icitnessesj of the many hardships the 
English have bboured under for a considerable time jmt and of the 
affronts put upon them in obstructing tfie business and seizing on the 
persons of their dependants from tune to time I need not enter into the 
muiute particubrs of them Merely out of compassion to this at> and 
Its inhabitants the English have hitherto forborne using the means that 
It has pleased God to put mto their bands to procure redress and ample 
satisbction but this (acbearance instead ot havmg the good effect 
wished for has mduced evil minded people to proceed so bras to attack 
even the very lives of our dependants for which our repeated remons 
trances have been ineffectual to procure satisbction on the contrary 
such insults have been offered us even since my arrival who came up 
disposed to put everything as be as possible on an anucable footing 
But on the present divided footmg the Government is on I see no pros 
pect of secunty to the English or yxmrselvcs in lives or property as the 
inhabitants dauy to their cost experience one or other being so hequent 
ly sacrificed to the avance or capnee of particubrs without control An 
authority so abusive God who is just will not permit to be lasting 
At bst the measure of our forbearance is filled up and we rely on His 
assistance to our cause it being so just a one as not only to endeavour 
to seek redress to ourselves but lasting tranquillity to you all whiA we 
are determined to procure ^ the assistance of Hts Abjesty s licet and 
troops now with us Tlie Governor and Council rely also and expat 
your hearty concurrence to this salutary end as they do not propose 
injuring any of you in person privilege or property but to preserve the 
hfogul authority and goverrunent in the aty as heretofore But as 
I liave acquainted Said Abdullah Solroos more fully of our intentions 
to you in iuU assembly I doubt not of your pursuing such wise measures 
as will tend to the bstmgtranquillityofthecityandyourowngood wluch 
are so closely connected with the success of our endeavours that one 
must be the consequence of the other 

I am fully authorised and hereby assure you that no one individual 
13 mtended to be injured by us m any shape unless such individual 
1 The agents ol Bolajl Daj rao and of Dsmaji 
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draw’s his misfortune on his owm head by adhering to the party of our 
opponent 

What need I add more on a subject so interesting to you and calcula 
ted so much for the benefit of this aty in general ? 

Sural 2nd February 1750 {17SS 50 S F 14) 

This afternoon the Chief and the rest of the Gentlemen excepting 
Mr Erskine repaired to the garden in consequence of the resolution cd the 
Council without any mtemiption but were soon after joined by Nasser 
wan and Edul Dada who came with a complaint of an insult to them by 
some sejxjys of the Sidi s m the jnibhc service who had attempted to 
Vi’ound them and their attendants The Chief thereupon sent our jama 
dar to make proper representation of the insult to the Darlar and we 
made use of this afiair as the thing that earned us to the Bar ^ from 
whence we should not return till proper satisfaction was given us and 
security that our affairs should go on with more currency than of late 

Accordingly the Chief etc together with the contractors left the 
garden m the Company s and Bombay Grab s pinnaces before sunset 
and got on board the Grab at the Bar late at night and Mr Erslone 
had previous directions as soon as he %vas certam of our departure to 
apprise those under our protection to use the proper means for their 
secunty by retiring to the Factory or where they chose From Dumas 
the Chief wrote Mr Erskme to apprise Achmd of the motives for our 
leaving the place and that proper secunty gnen might induce us to 
return as soon as answers were received from Bombay 

Bombay Crab in Surai Koad 2nd February 1759 (1755 50 S F 24} 

The Chtef at Sural to Mtah Achmd 

I send this to Mr Erslone to be translated and forwarded to you 
having no Persian writer at hand It is to account for our Jeaviag the 
place yesterday which was not mlended * but to prevent the ill conse 
quences that might result to us from the foolish stones raised up m 
the place to our prejud ce and fomented by ill-disposed people tendmg 
to make a misunderstanding between us as if we were prepanng to 
rum jou and the place This I know to be the furthest from the inten 
tions of the English who is a mercantile nation will alwajs endeavour 
to avert such a fate from sudi a trading city as Surat has been and that 
their design is to preserve the inliabifants in their pnvil^es and property 
and you know that nothmg but jour own proceedings can ever bring 
on rum to your House in particular especially as so large a part of your 
family is at this day treats at Bombay with so much respect as they arc 
which I dare say you will not cause to be lessened by any violence or 
disturbance to Jlr Erskine who is left m the Factoij to our factories 
themselves or any of our dependants '\ou know that agreeable to 
jour and the Sidis desire I was preparing to give jrou both a meeting 
and had left it to j ou to determme the day between j ourselves but what 
was I to think of jour hostile preparations on all sides and the repeated 
messages and mformations I received that chaukis were to be placed 
on our lactones and persons with a mistaken view of thmking by such 

1 n e Ch ef carried ont tb * snbtecfnge to the very end as nuy ba seen from 
the subsequent letters 
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have alwaj-s and shall be rather ready to maintain as far as in us lies 
You xviU act in such a manner as shall not increase the difference between 
us by givmg entire currency to our business and affairs in general 

1759 Bomla;, Grab m Surai Road 4lh February 1759 [J7S8 59 S F 14) 
llosiases Arrived at the Bar from Bombay the Hibernia Captam Jolin Black 
ford uith that part of Achmd s family that had been left at Bombay 
but as the Hon ble Governor and Council did not know we were actually 
retired from the town when they sent them and that we should leave 
a Gentleman in the Factory dunng the course of the cxp^tion the 
family was kept on board and Mr Erskme advTsed of it that he might 
acquaint Achmd m a proper manner and Uiat as things were circumstan 
ced it would be necessary todetam the whole or at least some of the fainily 
to be ansiverable for the security of Mr Etskme s person and our Factory 
and effects 

Achind The Chief this day receii'ed advice Irom Mr Erskme that at the 
put off request of Achmd the Modi had been sent to him. That Achmd expres- 
sed his concern that he was so little confided in that our departure was not 
ftmted to him that he himself had httfe reason to be satisfied with the 
Sidi and that he [Achtrtdl was ready to eater into engagements with us 
only he desired to be satisfied what we could promise on his oivn behalf 
that he [Eriktne\ had wa%ed discussing these points advising Achmd 
he was not authorised to answer them but that he would send either 
Achmd s letter to the Chief or any message he had to send 

1759 Bom^ Grab i« Surat Road Clh February 1759 [2758 59 S F 14) 

Aei nds This day at noon received from Mr Erskme a letter of the Sth 
Mnmtiy dyefly advising of Achmd s uneasiness about bs iamily and of his mten 
tions of sendmg people to them 

floitegti By the return of Achmd s message the Chief wrote to Sfr Erskme 
to acquamt Miah Achmd that bis family should be treated with the 
greatest respect and that he [the Chief] should not be averse to part 
with the women and children and some of the others but that some of 
the principals must stay till our a&urs were adjusted 

1759 Bombay Grab in Sural Road 7th February 2759 [1753-59 S F 14) 

Hosiages A nephew of Achmd s named Jlir Mossum bemg one of the family 
on the Hibernia came this day on board the Grab to the Chief who ex 
plamol to him the situation of af^irs m town and the reasons of their 
detention and gave him hopes of its not being of Jong duration but that 
it must a good deal depend on the part Aclimd actrf to wheen he was 
permitted to send a messenger and he went aivay well satisfied 

1759 Bombay Crab in Sural Road Slh February 4759 (I75S 59 S F 14) 

Achtndt Erskme advises that Achmd ts uneasy at the detention 

annity of Jus family and that Mir Kutb-ud-dm the hawans eldest son sends 
a trusty man and requests the women and children may be sent him 
as they suffer by the detention and he wiJ] answer with his h/e that no 
insult shall happen to the Factory 

Ckteft In the evenmg the Chief wrote Mr Erskme to apprise Achmd he 
ergmitt ux>uld oblige hun as far as he possibly could m regard to hts family and 
m other respects as he would know on return of the messengers 
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Pctfibay Crab in Surat RoaJ Okrelruary 3TS9 (I7SS-S9 S F IJ) *759 
Trills d 3 > the agents from Achmd and the Sidi met with the Chief 
on the Grab to whom he set forth the insults we Iiad received from tune gm ^ 
to time that the Clilef had hopes on his amvixl ttiat he sliould have had off 
opportunities of settuig matters richt instead of which fresh insults 
had been offered and llat therefore finduiff so little prospect of hving 
with any degree of credit we had been obhgra to talc this step of rctir 
mg to the Bar and tliat w-c had advised our Superiors of our hav mg done 
it and should soon receive their orders and that if m the meantime 
they could give us suffiaent satisfaction for what had passed and secu 
nty for the future it is possible we might return as soon as we heard from 
Ih^bay The> assured the Chief there wtnild not be the least room for Offm of 
complaint m future- and for what was passed especially in respect to 
the murder ol our people they would cut off any two men we would 
pitch on as the perpetrators of that act that they would dismiss the 
people that insulted Dlul Dada and m short would give us every satis- 
faction we could desire Tlic Chief urged then tlieir making hostile pre 7 ^ 
parations round our Factory and the Sidis securing the b^ts so tliat Ckufs 
vre could not get water etc. from the (own and assured them tliat if poluy 
this was not put a stop to he would directly stop the Bar and distress 
the town all he could otherwise he would wait quietly till he heard irom 
Bomba) and that os they now know part of his complaints it would 
behove them to return to town and see them removed as speedily as 
possible which being done in a manner satisfactory to him he might 
on hts receiving answers from Bombay possibly return to town but not 
till then. This they seemed satisfied with and it served our purpose of 
gaming time and so not abrming them too much previous to our fleet s 
conung and as Achmds family on board the Hibcmia are several ol ji$iing 
them especially the women and children lU of fevers and some of them hotm,n 
have the small pox and the loss of any of them might exasperate Achmd 
BO much as to throw him entirely into the hands of the Sidi and besides 
throw reflections on us the agent of Achuid was told that the women 
and children should go with him to town and m short all the family but 
Mir Mossum whom be should choose to keep with him and insinuated 
privately to Achmds messenger that our regard to hun and his famOy 
induced us to take this step and we have hopes that the measure will 
detach him entuely from the Sidi 

The messengers in the afternoon went on board the Hibernia in order 
to proceed to town to-morrow with Achind s family 

Bombay Crab tn Sural Road Sih February I7$9 {I7SS S9 S F 14) 1759 

Lettei^rom Sural 

The Chief received a letter from Mr Erskine of this date advising 0 ujuUt 
that it 13 talked m town that the Sidi and hlarathas through the means ruos 
of Muncher are about to enter into a league to divide the revenues of 
the place between them and act m conjunction to exclude Achind and 
oppose our measures 

Bombay Grab tn Sural Road lOlh February 17<*9 (/755 59 S F 14) 

The Chief wrote Mr Erslone acqnamting him with tl e 1 ght he had ckuft 
put things in to the messengers and that he lad placed our retiring apiomacy 
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principally to the late insults to us and not to anything we had in view 
about which he had not opened himself at all to them nor should till 
our vessels were actasUy arrived noticed to him the Bombay adnces 
and his fear that the spnngs would be lost that the Chief gave the agents 
hopes of our return if everything was made agreeable to Mr Emkineand 
us here as soon as we had our answeia from Bombay 

1759 Bombay Grab in Sural Road 11th February 1759 {1758 59 S F li) 

"The Tox and Squirrel Ketches returned from their station off St 
aciajra wthout having seen anything o! the fleet expected from Bombaj 
However that no time night be lost the sessels now at the Bar are or 
dered to be lightened m such a manner as to be ready to go ov er the Bar 
at an hour s warning 

Dama}( Vanous reports havmg prevailed that Damaji s agent this way by 

S * Khandenio was tamMnng with the Sidi and a message coming 

* ‘ from Appaji the agent of Hana in Surat ivjth a letter to the same par 
pose the Chief wrote them both as foUmrs and directed Jagannath to 
%vnte m his own name to Khanderao %nth whom he is closely connected 
and has some influence 

Aihinds The Chief received sundry letters from Mr Erstanc under the 9th 
anxiety JOth and this date advising of Achmd s uneasmess at first on account 
of his family and of bis satisfaction at last on their being released that 
he (Achmd) gave hmts how easy it would be /or us to carry «hat he ju^es 
we have in view did ive but jom him whence without and he within 
could soon effect everything but as we cannot assure lum certainly of 
the part we propose actuig by bun it will be better to keep him m sus 
pense as long as ive cari lest be is thnnm thereby mto the arms of the 
Sidi Achmd will at all events secure the Tactory /rom insult 

1759 Bombay Grab m Sural Read lltk February 2759 [1753-59 S F If) 

John Spencer lo hlatiderao 
To Khanderao iJ e agent of Damaj* t» Surat 
Wordsof After amving here I have not recei\ed any letter from jou whicJi 
warn ng Jvronderat as correspondence keeps up fnendsbip and jours will alvaj-s 
be agreeable to me From Surat I Icam that jmi have mtentions of 
assistmg our enemy and that your inclinations are that waj which is 
also confirniftl to me by those of hana s fleet at the Bar which mudi 
surprises me tlut beuig our friend j-ou should act such a part where 
as true fnendship should prompt you to act otherwise It has pleased 
God that between hana the subahdar (his master) and us there is not 
the least difference and our fnoidship should prompt us to assist one 
another therelore it occasions you Ibis trouble tlut jou may attend to 
this and not assist our enemy tor by such assistance jxni will incur the 
displeasure of Nana and the subahdar and jour interest m the concerns 
j-ou have in the city will have an end put to them It is the part of one 
friend to advise another of anj-thing that maj be productive of ill to 1 tm 
I tor that reason thus advise jwi of all particulars. Bj declining to 
assist our cncmj wliat j-ou are justlj entitled to will be continued with 
out dimuiution ijliat is really m ><mr 1 cart communicate to me as a 
fnend which is the way to convince of jour friendship to us. 
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Grab i« Surat Road 11th February 1750 [175S-50 S F If) >7StJ 
John spencer to Apjapjant 

I TccciNtd IntniH) Iclltrandobscntd ji5 conttnls and Nalhu Ctfiiwa 
rama has informed me of but Icannot give car to such things 

nor ts It proper for me to rcplj to them I fuse communicated cwr} 
thing to Sathu who will inform j'ou As there is not the least difler 
dice between us and Nana jou will act as a fnend in all tilings that I 
ma> notice it to Nana who will show >ou tiv-our accordingly Let me 
li.i>c jour further reply to this when jtm sliail hear further from me 
Jagannath sends his compliincnts to jou lias received j'our letter and 
rephes to It b> Nathurama wl o waU communicate cverj thing to >-ou 

Bombay Grab irt Sural Load 12th February 1759 (175S-50 S F If) 

This morning the Qiicf received letters from tchind and the Sidi t'nmdty 
accompanjmg bnts watli cattle and sundr> other refreshments for our 
use at the Bar Tlicj notice tliat a person will be shortly sent down with 
their resolves m consequence of theChiefs representation byllicir messen 
gets and thej slTcmiously invite him to return and assure him that evcr> 
tf mg shall be satisfactory to him 

The Cliicf also rceciv ed idvicc on the 1 Ith from Mr Erskine that the 
m'^engtrrs first sent lum liad been with him to convmcc him that no 
hindrance had been put to the boats vve wanted or preparations made 
against the Tactorj- that they arc consulting to send the Navvab s eldest 
son to invite the Chief ashore and that ChelUbi will return to the Bar the 
12tb 

Tlie Chief vvrote Mr Crskmc at noon advumg him to manage so 
as to put of! Mir Kutb>ud-dins (the Nawabs eldest son) visit if it is 
reall) intended as it ma> bring on an explanation sooner than vve intend 
that the Duel will write compbisant letters in reply to both Achuid and 
the Sidi but will not be dclmitivc with either of them 

By the return of the Government s people the Chief wrote to the Protracted 
Sidi and Achuid letters as mentioned to Mr Erskine diicfly calculated *“*^"’** 
to keep both parties in suspense and indeed at present they seem to be 
lulled mto an entire sccunty 

In the cvenmg the Tiger Schooner returned from Bombay by which 
[ire] received the following letter from the Hon ble President and Council s^bav 
of Bombay and duplicate of their advices by the fleet which is not j-et ^ 
arrived 

This IS dispatched b> an express boat purposely to advise you that 
such a marine and military force as can possibly be spared from the 
Island wall proceed this cvenmg to the Bar with Fans khan xn order to 
fix him m Surat conformable to the instructions which have been given 
the Chief by the Select Committee and concemmg which we shall acquamt 
you fully by our vesscb BombayCastle 8th February I7o8 

At 8 at night the Chief apprised Mr Erskine of the advices from Prrprra 
Bombay tliat he might infonn our partisans to keep up their spmts and 
to assure them tliat no tune should be lost and for that purpose we were 
preparing to enter the nver authorised him to entertam more sepoys as 
the number from Bombay was less than expected 
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1759 Bombay Grab sn Sural Road, 13{h February, 1739 {I73S 59, S. F 14] 

-r, afternoon, the Grab Fox. Squirrel, etc vessels sailed from the 

^njmnea Avhence the Chief appnsed Sfr Erskme 

of his proceedmgs 

1759 Bombay Grab tn Surat Road, 14th February, 1759 [175S-59, S F 14) 
Alarm tn Jfr Erskme advises that Achind sent to the Jfodi and by him sent 
S«ra< Jir Erskme word tliat the Sidi threw on him Achmd. the blame of our 
proceedings, and that, therefore, he waved sending Kntb-ud-din. his eldest 
son, lest it should add to the Sidi's suspicions of him though he com 
plained he had received as jet nothing satisfactory from us regarding 
himself, that his inclmation was towards us, and he would jom us on proper 
assurances, and at all events was desirous of remamuig neuter; but that 
he understood that ive were bnngmg up Fans Khan to introduce him 
into the go\emment. that, therefore, the world would thmfc him idle 
to remain an idle spectator and see his government ivrested from him, 
and that he expected a wnting under the Company s seal should be gi% en 
him, when he would most readily and iviUingly join us that the report 
of the fleet's amvaf had afarmM them m town and caused the Sidi to 
reinforce his bunder and the Athwa Gale, and draw his other people 
to his own house and the Castle, that by the best account he can get the 
Sidi has got about 2,000 men in all hts places He encloses a letter from 
Achmd much to the same purport as his message he adds the Srdi has 
mounted some guns at his bunder, but has not jet seized our gardens 
r*< Tlie Chief wrote Xfr Erskme an answer to the above, acquainted 
CAw/ j him we were getting the Grab, etc into the Toddy Bank channel, but 
evSnM springs failed us however that we persevered, 

mentioned the arrival of one of the fleet at (he Bar; tliat he would desire 
Achmd to have patience a few dara, tih we had orders from Bombay, 
when the C^ief would ^ clear with him, to assure him we wished him 
well and therefore advised hint to be quirt, and to insinuate also as 
of himself that our force was such as rendered it necessary to be careful 
in what manner he acted, for it was not very material to us which side 
he diose further than as the Chief wished, for his own sake, it would be 
ours, that as soon as our people were at hand the Chief would answer 
his letter , desired Mr Erskme. if Fans Khan was actually coming up, 
as Achmd said to know of him on what footing the Nawab would m 
troduce bun mto town 


1759 Bombay Crab tn Surat Road I5th February, 1759 {I75S 59, S F 14) 
Bombay to Sural 

Fltti AmvecI at the Bar the fleet from Bombay 


Farts Agreeable to wliat we fiave advised jou by an express boat, wc now 
K*<tH dispatch such a marine and military force with Fans liian to the Bar, 
(where we conclude all of you but one are retired to) as wc hojic with 
the assistance of his partj tn Surat, will quickly enable j-ou to foe bun in 
the Darbar and to take possession of the Castle and tankha for our 
Ilon’ble blasters, or at least to get him appointed Naib to Miah Achmd 
agreeable to the proposals which have been made by his fnends through 
A vntau* Select Committee, as circumstances may permit on the 

’ e«a«o»i arrival of our forces But cenadenngon the ill treatment weliavcfor a 



DMtAJIUAO 1732 1763 


139 


long time receded from the Government of Surat and the Sidi in parti 
cuhf as well as the favourable prospect of establishing our Hon bje 
blasters allairs on a good footuig at this juncture from our being enabled 
to send all our marine force watli eight hundred regubrs and fifteen 
hundred scpoj’s exclusive of His ilajestv s detaclimcnt of artillery, on 
account of the squadron under Vice Adnutal Pocock being at this Presi 
dcncy and having hkeviTsc great reason to IhinW \se shall have the coun 
tenance of some of the mcn-of war at the Bar we rely on juur exertmg 
vounelies m the most \Tgorous manner for reaping the advantage of the 
present happj juncture forgetting possession ofthe Castle and tankha for 
our Hon Tale ^^asters and fixing Xans Khan in the Darbar But mease 
j ou have just grounds for tlimlong j*ou caimot succeed therein u e would 
then hai e j ou use jxmr mterest for his being appomted Naib to Achmd 
and puttmg our Hon ble Masters aflaits on thc^t footuig m j-our po« cr 
domg jour utmost to get everything settled tliat j^ou ma> return our 
forces by the time Adnural Pocock kaves this pbee vihich vie conclude 
will be about the begmning of next month md for jour fuller mforma 
tion regarding our connection with I ans Khan we enclose you a copy 
of the treaty concluded with him m hbrdi last 

Iho President has wrote the Nana vre should tike care to preserve “ 
his just rights m the revenues of Surat [ir#l therefore flatter ourselves 'pi7^2a 9* 
you will not meet with any impediment from the Marathas but should 
It prove otherwise we leave it to you to conduct yourselves towards them 
in the best manner ytiu can ob«rving carefully to avoid giving them 
any just cause for being disgusted at our undertaking 

^\e thmk It occcssary that you should at aU events stop the communi BhehaJt 
cation of the nver vnth the town to everybody as a means of promoting 
our success and should the Dutch make any objection to it you may ac 
quaint them m particubr that it is no more than what they did a few 
vxars since at Benjar and we hope they will not interfere in our des^s 
but should you haie reason to think they do we refer >t to you to oppose 
them in such manner as you judge fit 

Ve haie conferred the command of our military forces on Captaui i" tom 
Richard ilaitbnd who has readily agreed to act m geneiul under the 
directions of the Chief NVe make no doubt all disputes will be aixiided 
especially y ou must observ c tint what tebtesto his command mhis military 
capanty only will of course rest with him In case of acudent to Captain 
Maitbnd the next King s captain will of course be entitled to the com 
tnand and having constituted Captain M^lliam Lane provisional com 
mandant of all the mfantiy belongmg to this establishment we enclose 
his commission in order for your deliveruig it to him Captain John 
Watson m obedience to our Hon 'ble Masters commands btely re«is-ed 
has the charge of our marine forces and for your observation a copy of 
his and Captain hlaitbnds instructions are enclosed 

Six weeks provisions are embarked for the regular troops and three 
months for the sepoys and a sufficient quantity of warlike stores for the 
particubrs of which we refer you to Lieutenant Edward Turner whom OiA#r 
we have appomted commissary and Mr Hewson his deputy who must 1^”*^ 
be supplied wath what money they want for the service and you are to * 
appomt a paymaster to pay the Hon ble Company s troops such part 
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of their pay as may be necessary also them and the King s detachment 
their allowance of field batta conformable to the list m the packet 

The Revd Mr John Howell is invested with a proper authority 
for acting as judge and advocate should there be occasion and Captain 
Louis Febx Du Gloss wath a commission as engineer 
CrofiUy you will observe the forces serving on the e^tpedifion are to have 

10 troops a gratuity of two lakhs of Rupees m case of their succeeding m getting 
possession of the Castle and tanklia for the HonTiIe Company and fiang 
I ans Khan in the Darbar which is to be raised on the inhabitants to 
exempt them from plunder or any other violence or irregulanty We 
don t doubt your care to prevent eveiytinng of that sort and in case of 
there being any oSenders deliver them to (Sptains Maitland or Watson 
for being punished as their crimes may deserve 
A tax On your getting possession of the Castle we would have you un 
mediately to clear a proper area round it let the houses or buildings 
belong to whom they will signifying to the owners tliat they shall be 
reimbursed by a tax to be levied on the inhabitants m general 

AgreemaiC wtlh Fans Khan conlratted and agreed hetteeen the Hon bU 
Richard Bwirchier Esqr tn behalf of the Hon ble EngUsh East India 
Company on one pari and Farts Khan on the ether tins 12th day of March 
175S 

Clatsesof fst That the HonTiIe Company s troops and manne forces shall 
trsaty put Jhns Khan in possession of the government of the city of Surat by 
fixmg him in the Darbar and supportmg him in the same 

2Qd That the HonTile Company shall possess the Castle of Surat 
with all Its immunities and emoluments the tankha etc whatever the 
Sidi IS now possessed [of] in Surat and its dependencies 

3rd That Fans Khan shall pay the whole expense of the expedi 
tion for which he buids the phurja or aistom house for secunty of pay 
ment 

4th That the sum of Rupees two hkhs shall be made good and 
paid to the commanders and private peoples both military and marine 
that they may not plunder nor commit any irregulanties which sum 
IS to be made good to him by a vera’ laid upon the aty merdiants 
shroSs etc inhabitants 

5th Tliat the Water Gate called 3IuUa IiJiadki * shall it all times 
be possessed by the EnghA without molestation from the Government s 
officers or sepoj’S and that the two gates one of the inward wall and one 
of the outward wall next to the l^ghsh garden shall ahvaj’s be free 
for the Enghsli to come into and go out of at all times without any mo- 
lestation 

6th That the Honffile Company shall enjoy all the privileges of the 
Moguls royal finnan as amply as they ever enjoyed them without any 
molestation from any of the Govermaeot s officers cither to their own trade 
or any under their protection 

1 Vera tax IVAlte-orM 

2 MolUKhadWortatigaW ooeelthelwtJvc gates ol the jnacr 

rut n 308) 


Wall (Cat /lemt 
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7thli and hstlj This contnct and agreement is not intended m 
any sliape to prejudice the immunities nor indulgences granted bj the 
Mf^ltoanj other Furopcans nortoprc 3 ndicctheJIarothasm«Iutc\er 
contracts or agreements are in iorcebetweenthem and the Government ot 
Surat but that 1 ans Khan shall be obligwl to pay them their stipulated 
one-third of the revenues of Surat as has b^ done for some jears past 
Counterpart of this engagement is signed scaled and c\changed the 
day abovementioned between tUecontractingparties the Hon ble Richard 
Bourchier Esqr and Fans Khan 

Bombay Grab tn Surai Road 15th rthruary 1750 [1758 SO S F 14) 1750 

The Chief received foom Jlr Erskinc four letters under the 14th and Anxuty 
this date advising that our losing the springs greatly dispirited our party *” 
and made them shy and that the rumours of our fleet arriving had so 
far alarmed the Sidi that he vvas bmldmg battcncs at his bunder and 
palisaduig a part 

Cotn&ay Grub in Siiret Rodi IGihrehtiiary 1750 [1758 SO S F 14) 1759 

The Chief received a letter of this date from Mr Erslane advising Ajyairun 
that the Sidi had not j ct seized our garden and seemed cautious of giving Surai 
the first offence thathchadmadealnttcfyof4gunsathisbunder andput 
some guns into Chellabi s garden and had fixed the chain on the other 
side the nver ready to bring it ever to ^ellabi s garden adjoining to ours 
that every night they have at the bunder and Athvva Gate about ] 500 
of his own and \chind s people that the Sidi s own family advise him 
to give up the Castle in hopes thereby of preserving to him the tankha 
that Achind seems at a loss how to act but declares however he will 
not enter into the Sidi s measures and hopes to have a favourable answer 
from the Chief and that the Said and Jafar seem staunch as yet to us 
Also m a short letter of the 16th by a man of Achind s with refreshments 
he advises of the Sidi s sending an elephant to Nana 

Boml^ Grab tn Surat Road 16lh February 1759 {1758 SO S F 14) 1759 

The messenger that brought Mr Erskine s letter and the refresh tyam ng 
ments from Achmdrepresented to the Chief the distress his Master was m h Achind 
without provisions money or anything to satisfy his troops that we 
might be assured he would not act really agamst us whatever he might 
do m appearance This vvas recommended strenuously to him and he 
vtas directed to assure Achmd that our design vvas principally against the 
Sidi and that unless he wanted to draw on his own min he had better 
sit quiet and wait the issue when everything vre could consistently do 
to oblige him we would but that however he irught do as he pleased 
as we bad force sufficient to accomplish whatever we might have in view 

Bombay Grab tn Sural Road 17tk February 1759 [1758 59 S F 14) 17S9 

The Chief received this day two letters from Jlr Erskine one of the Pol cy 
16th and one of the 17th instant advising of the Sidi s preparing another ofevasum 
battery at the upper part of his bunder of 4 guns and that the Sidi presses 
him for a clear answer as to our views 

Wrote Mr Erskine in reply that on ah future applications from the Offer ng 
Sidi or any one else to refer them to the Chief who vvas now come so SOOOOfij 
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ne-ir, [A 4 ] advised him of what had passed with Achind s messenger and 
of our own proceedings that he might assure our party we WTire losing 
no time, mentioned to him as soon as we were knded, he should have 
orders to dehver the circailar letters,* and instructed him to try if Sidi 
Ililal could not now be mamged in respect to the Castle, to whom he was 
authorised to promise the full sum of 20 000 Rupees, but no advance 
beforehand that however, Hilal should [not] have any written secunty for 
the performance of our agreement 

1759 Bombay, Grab in Surat Road, I&Ot February, 1759 {17SS-59, S F If] 
Troc^i All the troops were landed at Dentilaun* this day and encamped 
landed tj^ere y 

1759 Bombay Grab in Surat Road, ISlh February, 1759 [1758-59, S F It) 
Naropant to John Spencer 

Daman I wrote you a letter before by one of your people, but know not 
and the whether it has come to hand I hear Damaji's Khanderao is to send 
2 000 horse and 2,000 foot to the assistance of the Sidt but am not yet 
certam of the truth of it, when I am. I shall mfonn you I hope you ^1 
let me know how affairs go on, and it I can be any assistance to you, I 
am ready whenever you please to command roe 

1759 Bombay Crab tn Surat Road ISth February, 1759 (1758 59, S F It) 

John Spencer to Naropant 

Confident I received your letter advising of Kbanderao's mtentions of assist 

reply mg the Sidi and making a tender of your services, which letter shows 
80 much your friendship and goodivill to us as has greatly obliged me 
As Nana's interest you knoiv, will be kept in a good manner at Surat 
by our means, [you] may sigmfy the same m such manner to Khanderao 
as may make him cautious how he acts If he chooses to be against 
us, it IS ivell I hope the force we have wtU enable us to perform our busi 
ness against all opposers But this is as God pleases 

17o9 Bombay Grab »« Sural Road 19th February, 1759 (1758 59 S F If) 

A message from Khanderao 

Damajt The Chief had a messenger from Khanderao Damajis brother 
neutral m command of the Marathas m these parts belonging to Daroaji, to 
assure him that, whateser reports he might hear they would act in no 
shape contrary to our inclinations or mterest, and only hoped that their 
lights m the place should be kept up, which was promised, and assured 
that a strict neutrahty on Damaji s part would be the most effectual 
way to preserve bis rights, 

1759 Sural liflh February, l7Sy S F Ft) 

The 9«(f» The Sidi went to the Darbar and had a long conference with Achind, 

. taxing him with being pnvy and accessory to our measures, that he could 
Achind confide in him and must have one of sons and people at the bunder 
(if not m the Castle) that the world might see they had but one interest 

1 Sec letters of 2od February 1759 addressed to Miah Achind and others 
on the occasion of the Chief a departure from Surat 

2 Probably Dumas (Car Bom Free IT I26J 
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Achmd protested and swtire he knew not nor was accessary to our designs 
makuig the usual excuses about his n'ant of monej the large arrears 
due to bis people etc assuring him that he uould never side with his 
enemies but at the same tune declined sending any of his sons to the 
bunder where he said he would rather go himself than send any of 
them Achmd 1 suppose at last proposed edimg a general council 01 the A meeting 
merchants and sending deputies from them to jou to make up the affair, 
as the town would be ruined if the Media ships lost their season 

This assembly was accordingly called in the evening and about 7 A ?««s(ion 
the Nawab s ansbegec * Said Abdullah s munshi and Girderlnl s and 
Laldas s came to me as deputed from the merchants to ask the reason 
of your leaving the place etc etc that as sucli a large force of ours 
was come into the nier and daily approaching it behoved them to take 
care of the city part of the wall of which being within our gardens 
they must send people there to guard but [they\ desired I would first 
remove any effects etc that were there that if anythmg wms lost they 
might not afterwards be blamed I told them I had no power to give tnkme s 
any answer or enter into any discussion on the subject >ou having after reply 
your departure only wrote me to remain in and lake care of the Factory* 
that as to the gardens I could not remove anything and they might do 
as they pleased but as you had yet committw no hostiLty they would 
do well to consider whether this would not be looked on as one They 
said It was true you had not committed any open hostility but what eiiants 
were they to judge from $0 large a force hourly approaching which might eompiatnt 
enter the town without committing any hostility if not opposed and 
that they could not be blamed for taking care of the town on the approadi 
of so laige an amed force when they toew not what was intend^ 

This morning I received jour letter by Achmd s people the tians Prevan 
lating of which mto Persian has nonpluss^ me a good deal as it is m 
effect prevancating and the Modi tells me he is certaui Achmd will never Fans 
enter into any agreement for anything less than the government and Khan s 
exclusive of that you may give Tans Khan what you please 1 have 
wrote him a pretty full letter but ambiguous and can hardly guess how 
he will act 1 have mentioned the delivery of the gates in the letter 
which I shall seal with the Companys seal it being m your name I am 
doubtful he may side with the Abyssinian but cannot be certam only 
I thmk I am certain whether he does or not his sons will not let him 
enter into negotiations to hold any place under Fans Khan 

Surat 10th February 1759 (1758 59 S F 14) 1759 

Conference anlh the deptiltes sent from town 

The deputies errand was to Uttle mote purpose than to know what Ep<is>[ms 
we really wanted, and. to make a ympmal for the Sidi passesun^ our and 
garden to whicli last and hts stopping our jamadais much disgust was threais 
shown by the Chief but as it is jxt unnecessary to cxplam what we 
have in wcw to them they were tidd to assure the merchants m general 
that what we had m view would not hurt them but be for their benefit 
and that out of regard to them we had lutherto forborne violence but 
that if our garden was seued on we should look on it as a commence- 
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ment of hostilities and stop the trade of the place directly and seize 
Chellabi s ships at the Bar Tihich they uere desired to acquaint all con 
cemed wth that as the Chief was to act in concert wth the officers of 
His Majesty s fleet and forces he would acquaint them [the officers] with 
the message and after consulting them acquaint the town wth his re- 
solve To the Said s man one of them the Chief was in private more 
explicit and this will sene to keep all parties m suspense till we are ready 
to commence our operations with eCect 


1759 Surat 19th Feiruary 175S {1759 59 S F It) 

Troops At a council of want was resohed this evening tJiat the camp should 
advance remove to morrow morning just beyond Umra a more convenient place 
than the present for the people and proper also for covering the vessels 
m passing those shoals 


1759 Bamhay Grah m Surat Roai 2Qlh February 1759 {175S 59 S F It) 

OSers of The Chief had this day a meeting with the Dnvan of Naropant 
htip who acquainted the Cbieltiuta large body of men under one Jeswantmo 
was coming this way at the desire of the President and [the Dtwati] 
desired to know where they should jom us. The Chief waved the oSer 
in as easy terms as he could telling him till be had proper orders the 
President he could not accept assistance 


17S9 Surat 20lh February 1759 {I7SS 59 S F It) 

Troops This morning early the troops moved from the camp at Dentilaun 
advance mtendmg to proceed to the ground just above Umra but about 9 o clock 
the Chief received notice irom Captain Maitland by Captain PemWe 
that having fixed on a more proper place near the Dutch gardens at 
Athwa he proposed moving thither as that camp would serve for all 
purposes to cover their approaches to the town and at the same tune 
notice coming from Captain Watson that the provision boats could not 
pass Umra. m time for the people s victuals the Chief directed every vessel 
in the nverto dress what they could and send it totlie camp for the day 
A sk r and while he was on tlie nver a great firing being heard and a report 
m sft brought that our people were engaged he went directlj to them and found 
they had marched the whole body to reconnoitre the vralL. near Majura 
Gate which had occasioned the town to fire on them and our people 
returned [the ftre] with the howitzers and field pieces but as it would 
answer no purpose to expose the people no attack having been intended 
or preparations made for it they were marched oC to the camp as was 
first proposed we had one sept^ wounded in this approach to the walls 


1759 
Ajffans tn 

X 4ral 


Surat 22nd February 1759 {17SS 59 S F 14) 

Received letters from Mr Kiskute of the 2Ist instant advising that 
the Factory contmued to be surrounded and that the Sidi bad complam 
ed of his engaging sepoys in the Factory that they were mounting guns 
at our gardens in a hne along the nver and that there is a prospect of 
Achmd s joining the Sidi that he thinks vve have nothing for it now but 
mere force and that the sooner that is used the better that he has sent 


1 Probably Dumas 
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for people to dcln'cr the circular letters to and that those to the Maratba 
Pandits are already dehvered * 

Sura/ 23rd February 1759 {1753-59 S F 11) 1759 

Achmd s man who was sent mto town to loiow why the former man AcAind s 
had not returned came back again and promises that he wall act the rdju/rf 
part we wish bun to do and not join the Sidi and hopes he shall be satis 
fied by the Chief as to the part we mil act by himself and family He 
isdetamed with us some time and sent with a message couched m gencnl 
terms but without coming to particulars 

Bombay Grab tn Surai Road 23rd February 1759 {175$ 59 S F lf\ 1759 
Message from Dama}i s agent 

Thu day a messenger came to the Chief from Jladhavrao Damaji s Damaji 
agent who assures him in answer to the circubr letters to him and 
Appaji that they wall not take any step to prejudice our affairs which 
the (iiel advised them to persut in as a contrary conduct would pul a 
slop to the rights they have m Surat whidi otherwue we had no interest 
to prejudice 

Sural 2M February 1759 {1753 59 S F 11) 1759 

This day the army moved to Athwa and encamped near to the opera 
over just by the Dutcli gardens a place proper for supporting the bat 
tenespropo^ to be erected against the city walls and it was agreed that 
on the morrow very early our troops should dislodge the Sidi s people 
fiw the French gardens in order to erect battenes there against the 
place It being v ery proper for that puiposc with a proper hoDow way to 
cover the troops that were to support the battenes m case of a sally from 
the enemy and the small bomb vessels being at hand were to support 
them. 

Sural 2Clh Febritary 1759 {175S 59 S F II) 1759 

Thu morning early our people marched up and took possession of French 
the French gardens and have bcCT employed in crectmg battenes there 

Surat 27th February 1759 {1753-59 S F If) 1759 

Received thu morning from Mr Erskme two letters of yesterday s 
date one advising ol a sally the Sidi proposed making on our troops *" 
that the delivery of the circular letters* has caused a good deal of noise 
in town and that the Sidi was endeav-ounng to get certificates from the 
merchants expressing their satufaction at his conduct but that the 
Cbellabu Saids had deduied sigmng them he imagines our partuans 
Will not show themselves till we are got withm the outwwrd walls 

S»TAt. IX'Ik S F '.Ita 

The Chief to Sidi Htlal 

As you bear the duracter m the world of a wue man it u the reason Threats 
that without reserve 1 address myself to 3"ou You must be sensible and offers 

1 See letters ot the 2 d< 1 February 1759 sd4res3e<l to MUh AehlDcI asd others 
on the occasion ol the Chlels departure imn Surat 

2 The letters left by the duel with Mr Eiskuie when the Hashsh Chiet and 
Factors left the town letters dated Smat 2oit February 1759 
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that It IS the inattention of the s«is of Sidi Masud that has compelled 
us to act in the manner mc are prqianog to do and unless people of jour 
prudence interpose the Sidis name may entirelj go a\raj as nothing 
supports It at Unden or Rajapar but our good offices Our battenes 
and bombs bemg now ready to operate with effect I give you this 
v/aimng that you may take your option of these twoaltematnes ifjou 
do not choose to delner the Castle up to us directly you will shortly 
by our bombs be buned under its rums with your gamson and effects 
or be blown up in the air and fall a sacnfice but if you deliver up the 
Castle and stores in it to us you shall have your puperty and effects 
secured to y ou and your garrison their arrears of pay made good to them 
and employment in our troops and you yourself shall have my firm pro- 
mise to be employed m such manner as shall be most agreeable to you 
at Bombay or this place and as a mark of the whole Company s fnend 
ship and esteem you shall be paid the sum of ten thousand (10000/ 
Rupees ’ vvhidi sum may perhaps be augmented if you show yourself 
ready to serve us you are sensible and have often expressed it that 
the indiscretion of Sidi Masud s family m ould nun the Sidi s name It is 
true the whole place is ready to act against them and you and the Suit s 
name will go away in this aty unless you by your prudent and instan 
taneous resolves m our fiivour preserve our fnendsliip which is the 
only way to preserve the Sidi s name You know the Castle the Sidi 
1^8 no nght to it is a usurpation and was productive of temble consc 
l/tiif a quence to the place If we have not jour answer to this ui tivo hours 
lum operations will be commenced and then the fnendly sums I now offer 
will not be in our power 

J759 Sural 29th rebruary 1759 {175559 S F li) 

Attach on This day the engineer emplwcd m erecting the battery and the 
Strat people [employtd ths day] in landing two of the 24 pounder guns with 
the thirteen indi mortar all which were mounted Two six pounders 
were brought and played from the battery to silence that of the ^idi s 
and at ten m the ci enmg the 13 inch mortar played on the Castle. Dur 
mg these two day’s several of the cotton bales usra at the battery to cover 
our people have taken fire 

1759 Sural 2Sth rebruary 1759 {175S 59 S F 14) 

Attach on This monuEg the 24 pounders being mounted on the battery play 
5i rat ed very briskly on the outward vrall and battery of the enemy in our 
garden and towards noon Captain Funge mlh a subaltern and about 
60 men went through the French gardens on a report of a practicable 
lirearh beiryr made to observe it and if the place could be eatcrctl 
but they were so warmly received by the enemy who galled them so much 
from their loopholes that they were obliged to retreat 

1759 Sural 1st March 1750 [175S59 S F 14) 

F hhans Very early this morning the Chief sent Sfr Frskinc notice of (he 
farty attacl and desired lum to spint up the partisans of Fans Klnn to exert 
themselves and last night Ians ibian sent m a man for thia purpose 


I Sec CoiftUtr ttomhas Prti itney II 
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Agreeable to the plan of jcsterday the vessels \vcigbed before day Ouierg^e 
and moored close to the chain in their proper stations and began firing 
on the enemy \nth great resolution and bravery vvhicli was warmly 
returned by them and at the same tune the battenes flanked the enemy 
very bnsUj between 7 and 8 the signal was made for the troops to put 
oC vkhich was done with great alertness and resolution under the conduct 
of Captam W ilbam Lane They l^ded and drove the enemv from their 
bunder batteries and Chellabi s and our gardens and took possession of 
the outwaid wall to the Athwa Gate which we set open the whole of 
the Sidi s having retued to the inner town 

Surat Is' March 17^ (1753 59 S F 14) 1759 

A place being fixed on for erecting a totlerj against the inner waU Batury 
the old batteiy is ordered to be remov^ thither but our people being a erecui 
good deal fatigued watb this morning s work some respite is necessary 
for them 

None of the partisans of Fans Kban have shown themselves as might Acinn(rs 
have been expected on this occasion but Miah Achind sent out a person 
of his to congratulate the Chief on his success to assure him of hiS attach 
ment to the Companj in all respects and offeruig a gate if we will assure 
him of the nawabship but as we are so far advanced it is better easily 
to decline his ofler for the present Mr Erskine writes that the Sidi s Siiuo/ion 
people had suffered a good deal the last two days and many of his pnnci •»» Surat 
pal people deserted him but he was endeavouring to keep up their 
spints by pajmg them their arrears of pay In his last letter he says nataihu 
that both the Sidi s and Achind s Diwans are according to advice sent ta help 
him gone out to tamper with the body of Marathas and it s said offer 
them hall the revenues to assist them ui dnvingout the English but the 
calluig m the Marathas wnuld be a step so disagreeable to the tovm that 
they had sent to the Portuguese Director to become a mediator but he 
refused unless the first step on their side would be to dehver up the 
Castle 

At night the Chief WTOte Mr Erskme in substance as follows that r hSans 
if Faru. Khan s partisans wiU secure the Majura Gate and be there with 
a proper force themselves to join us it would be well for that if the> 
do not evert themselves now to the purpose agreeable to their engage 
ments they mav overset our business and obli^ us to pursue measures 
that maj not be agreeable to our inclmatioos that therefore if they want 
Fans Ivhan the> mus* exert themselves that Achind had offered the 
Chief a gate though he is at the same time tampering with the Jlarathas 
who have no longer ago than this afternoon been offering us their servace 
that the Chief is advised from good authonty these people have Nana s 
orders not to obstruct us in any shape but that there is no trusting 
to such fellows but that at best they are arrant poltroons so that no 
harm can happen from them however they arc played off 

Between 11 and 12 it night Wahullah came out pnvately to meet F Kiam 
the Chief on the part of Sidi Jatar WTien the Chief desued to know why uoi^anud 
they had shown so Ittle attention to our or Fans Khans interest he 
remonstrated that all the women of the family of the Lite Teg Bakht 
and ^fdar Khan had of bte so attadied themselves to Achind and his 
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sons that both he and Jafar uerc now desirous only of Fans Khan s 
coming in as Naib to Achind but not os Namb but that m that they 
would jom heart and hand As this was a thing so foreign to their first 
declarations and this man is ol a very indifferent character the Chief 
only expressed his surprise at wliat passed and desired him to explain 
to Sidi Jafar his astonishment at such procedure to tell him that the 
force vvcliad wns sufficient toansnerfhe pvTposcs they vert first desirous 
of tliat \vc should soon be rcadj to act with effect and therefore desir 
ed him to return to Sidi Jafar and aeguamt the Chief to-morrow night 
with the result tliat their honour was engaged to Fans Khan whom the 
Chief would acquimt in the morning with what has passed 

17S9 Surat 1st March 1759 (1768 59 S F 24) 

Offers of The Divvan of Naropant m command of the Sect at the Bar and 
help jeswantrao and Knshnajipant m command of the forces adjacent to 
burnt came this afternoon chiefly to sec what ivas doing and to endeav 
our to prevail on the Chief to admit them as partners But this ivas 
waved in an easy manner and complaisant letters wrote them ^d cau 
tioned them not to think of advanang towards the place for our people 
would certainly fire on any body of men that came too near them 
F hhan * The Chief this day represented m the strongest terms to Fans Klian 
the necessity there was for his partisans to exert themselves who had 
hitherto taken very bttJe notice of bun or u& 

1759 Surat 2nd March 1769 {176$ 59 S F 14) 

Offers of This morning a rumour was spread that a large body of Maratha 
Mp horse were approaching our first battery but it only proved a few horse 
men from their army with an officer to male a Irhk tender ol their 
services which was repeatedly urged by them and as repeatedly deebned 
by us it neither being for our interest nor the interest of the place which 
they would certainly plunder if once admitted 
F Khan Late at night Wab ullah came agreeable to appointment and con 
rotwanied firmed to tlie Chief that Jafar hunseU and those of Fans Khans par 
asNawab who invited him up were rather desirous of seemg him Naib and 

the nairatehip in Achmds family and when the Chief urged how httJe 
satisfactory it could be to Fans Khan after the hopes they and his party 
had given him he urged that the government could better be earned 
on for the good of the town this way and all any way attached to the 
families of the former Governors were very desirous of having it so and 
that Fans Khan should be Naib u its full extent 

1759 Surat 3rd March IJmS {1768-59 S F 14) 

F Khan s This moming received two letters from Mr Erskme chiefly com 
parly plaming of the want of warmth in Fans Khan s fnends 

But our proceedings nnist in a good measure depend on the issue of 
Fans Khan s endeavours who has hopes of a gate being opened this 
night and if that miscames it js resdved to act in the best manner 
we can for the Company and put bun m as Naib to Achmd 
_ ^ The Chief had then a meeting with Fans Khan whose agents had 

^ ^oposal concerted with Maulji the sepoy-officer m the Company s pay wthin 
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the to.m to open the pate at mdmpht whidi nearest to the place 
»l ere otir trorjpi arr but he an give no assorarce what more fwple 
would join jn our favour as Suh Jalar and ^SalJ uUah in whom he tud 
I laced hu greatest hopes had much decaved htm The Chief told him 
(le would propose tlie thmg to tl»€ oflicers directlv 

Tlie Chief then went to the garden house where a council of war C<ni%.ue/ 
was heW and where the whole was hkl liefore the ofTiccrs tliat compos 
eil It who were of opunon that wath out force it woull be imprudent 
to accept of the gate oPered unless Ihej couM lie assured of a stronger 
part) tn favour of Tans Klian Ilian he seemed to Iiavc 

Tfie Chief informs the Board that f nding the friends of Fans Khan, Ci»"gte/ 
notwithstanding the hope ihej had given him made not the least ePort 
m Ills liehaU even now iliat w« have been two ilaj"* tn possession ol the 
Sidis bunder and part of the outward town but even slgnfieil to him 
(the Cliief) tluat through the instances of the vromen of &fdar Kltan’s 
family they rather wished Fans Klon to be Naib and tJiat the aiwab- 
ship should be contmued in (he himily of Aclimd the some ts taken into 
cortstdcration and waghing well these circumstances our expense of 
stores and loss of men by casuillies of war and desertion, and that a 
coimal of wrar had declined accepting of a gate of the town that was 
oflercd to lie openetl m the night as notKctl m cur diat> agreed that we 
ro longer persist in Introduong I ans Ivhan into the Darbar against the 
inclinations of hu former partisans and (he mtercst of Achind who in 
such a case being united with (he Sidi might possibly nrostnte our 
designs tnit that we fix him Natb to Achind agreeable to the pcrmbsion 
in our instructions from the I^residency and get over Achind to our 
Iiart> bj assuring him of the nawabshin The Chief therefore prty 
poses tl e setting on foot a trcat> with afub Acliind obliging him to 
accept of the articles cxecuteil with the noble Picsidcnt and Council 
of liombaj by Fans hlian which u unanimously agreed to and will 
answer escr>’thing to be washed for the interest of our Hon 1)10 tfasters 
Surat 4th Match 17^0 {,1758-^0 S T If) 1759 

Very early this morning word was brought that the Athwa Cate Aaaekan 
was set open by the people ot Maulji and the Chief ordered Captain Surat 
tVatson to get the seamen and possess themselves of it at all events 
and apprise the commanding ofTiccr of the military of it who wath the 
rest of the Gentlemen ol the military most readily consented to marcli 
thither but left the gate whtcli was shot before our people got thither 
and Maulji joined our troops with near 300 of hu sepoys 

Thu determined the Chief to set on foot the correspondence propos- Aftnagt 
cd wath Achind whose man coming to the gardens vciy early thu mor taAthtnd 
rung with assurances of friendship etc the Chief told him the first instance 
of It must be Ecttmg open the inner ^tc sending Mr Erskine to us and 
accepting of the articles then delivered or that wc should immediately 
batter the Darbar about hu cats He vrcnt ui with the propositions , 
and about ten o clock ^Vall ullah and some other olTicers of Achind s 
came out with the treaty executed as entered here after and advised 
usthe gate was ready whenever wc chose to enter it, and that the Nawab 
was ready to jom us with hu troops as soon as we entered or to afford 
any assistance in hu power that wc were desirous of to reduce Uie Sidi 
to our terms 
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Treaty with Miah Achnd 

Articles Wrote hy the Uavtab over each article 

AfttcUso} 1st That Fans Khan shall be 1st Agreeable to this article I 
<reaty appointed to the office of Naib in fully consent to Fans Khans ap- 
its greatest extent as in the tune of pointment 
Safdar Khan and nobody but him 
self shall interfere in the said post 

2nd That whatever articles 2nd Whatever Fans Khan has 
Fans Khan has given in wnting wrote or promised to do for the 
or promised to the Hon ble Com Hon ble Company I iviU stand to 
pany (the particulars of which without the least alteration 
cannot be drawn out at present 
and must be deferred till we can 
meet) shall be fully complied mth 
ivithout the least diminution 

3rd That the Makai^ Gate 3rd The Makai Gate shall be 
shall be opened our troops adimt opened your troops admitted and 
ted and that n-e shall join Our forces jouied by mine to dnve out the 
to dnve our enemies out of town enemy 

4th The aboie articles a person 4th Agreedto andthatweshill 

m your behalf demanded all which act jointly m moving our enemies 
lagreetoandwillcomplywith and out of town Wrote by Kutb-ud 
the Government shall be continued dm Whatever the HonTile Com 
to me in full authont> and to the pany have demanded 1 agree to 
above I have put mv own seal and 
Mir Kutb ud*din will sign and seal 
the same after which you must send 
a counterpart of this wnting vnth 
the noble Company s seal afoed 

1759 Sural 4th March 1759 {1758 59 S F If) 

£nienn$ The gates being Opened accordingly our troops marched rn ami took 
the town possession of the mner gate and then mandnng by the Darbar went 
through Castle Green and siurounded the Sidi s house and quarters. 

Terms to When our people wxrc marched into town there came the mes- 
5 <ii sengers mentioned last mght to the Chief at the gardens with i letter 
from the Sidi throwing Inmsell in a good degree on our jncrc> How 
ever the Sidi etc hoped for some stipulations m his favour but as the 
discusjJing these points and rrfcmng backwards and forvianls would 
have lost mudi time and the Chief hearing at the same time of the people 
being wounded as aboi c he went into town to settle e\cT}tlunc on the 
spot as soon as j^ossiblc and m the end a paper was given the S di under 
the Hon IjIc Compam s seal declaring tliat he must immodutclj dehv er 
up the Castle with all the stores and tvTr^'lhing else in It an 1 likewise 
the fleet and the stores bunder etc appertaining to it and (he tanliia 
tliat he should discliargc his people their arrears as speedilj as possil le 
out of his own effects and pa> all just demands on him and tfiat In such 

J TI«'cn4pofSuf«tifltJeCa»tI<ef«/*lwOomhn)' 7Vr«kJ«5cy 
CriJge The Caietlecr speaks ol the Mecca ^le (Car Vtm ires 11 301 PT) 
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case his house gardens and persona] effects should be presen ed to him 
m such manner as the SaW and pnnapal people should think proper 
This negotiation and planting the proper guards took up till sun set 
some time after which Muhammad \akut s munshi come out wafh orders Terns 
to Sidi llilal to deli\ cr up the Castle to ns and about 7 o dock at night 
he marched out with his gamson being between 5 and 600 men besides 
artificers haMng assurances they should be permitted to take away 
their own proper necessanes the ne^t rooming and both Sidi Ahmad 
Khan and Sidi Hilal put themselves under our protection to secure them 
from the insults of their enemies in the place and about eight o clock 
our people marched m and took possession of the Castle and at 10 the 
guards were taken off from the Sidis quarters and the remains of his 
people separated and everj^thing remained in the utmost tranquillity 
our Factory lati or our dependants not ha\mg suffered anything dunng 
the whole course of the troubles and our people on entering the aty 
not being guilty of any irrcguhntj or molesting the inhabitants m any 
sliape 


Surat 5tJi Varch J75$ (f73S-50 S F Jrf) ,759 

At sunnse His Bntanmc Majesty s coloun* were hoisted on the 
'essela m the n\er and tins morning the Chief made his entry into town ” 
and went to the Factory from the gardens accompanied by tlie hawab s 
sons and the principal officers and inhabitants of the pbcc 

Sural 8lh March 1750 (1758 5$ S T Iti ,753 

The body of Marathas that ha\e so l<wig hoxcrwl about the towTi 
have this day impeded provuvons in the out parts coming to this place ms 
on pretence of extraordinary promises made them by \chind and the 
Sidi at the time they w-erc tampenng to act in concert wnth us they 
appbed to the Chief but as they pretended not to hax’c any claims in 
resjicct to us it wall be more prudent thit we keep clnr of the affair 
othcrvMsc than by our good offices and lease Achind to settle with them 
as he best cm though he dimes liaxmg made my promi-.e to them 
They do not impede any'thing of ours howexer the Chief sent an ex 
press to Bombay to procure their rcmox-al by an order from their 
superiors 


Sum 22nd March 1750 (t7o8-50 S T If) ,759 

Tlus ila\ the Marathas look off the xmp^irocwls pul oix provwioixs 
etc coming into town m conscqucnceofonlcrsprocurcd from the Hon "ble tanm 
Presiknt and they hax-e near!} adjusted their d»pme xxaih Achind min 

Surat 27 h March 1750 (17SS-S9 S F If) ,759 

This day the Cox-ernment settW ex-erything xxath the boily of the 
Mirathas near the toxx-n They are prcfnnng to march inUnd The 
Chief had from time to time «cvxnil mcctm'^ wath Iheir agents but did 
not interfere in their affairs otherxfisc than by good offices an 1 at their 
going aw-ay pixsenls of shawls were made to the principals xxhich u an 
expense tl at could not l-c axo ded on this particular occasion 
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1759 Surat, 6th June, 1759 {1758 59. S. F 14) 

Extract oj accoitnls 

Kieti/s Presented on the Maratha ofBcere' visit to the Tactoiy, on making 
uj^aSairs as noticed in our advices to the Presidency • 


Jaswantrao Pawar 

Knshnarao 

Naropant 

Appajuao 

Master of the fleet 

Gopaljipant 

Damodarpant 

Bakshi of the Paivar 

Kedarjirao 

Kamachandra Daji 


2 shawls. 1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 


kuicob 


205 

195 

191 

161 

115 

110 

105 

SO 

201 

107 


Rs . 1,440 

1759 Surat, Sth September, 17S7 {1787. S & P. D 35) 

John Griffith to Raieson Hart Beldam 
Origin cj Sural ehaulh levied by Maralhas 

It appears that Ah Nawaz Khan and Mtah Adund, the Nawabs 
ibaufh who succeeded Safdar Khan regularly paid to the Peshwa and the 
Gaikwad one-third of the revenues (which amounted annually to between 
sixty and seventy thousand Rupees) until 1759 when the Hon Tile Com- 
pany took possession of the Castle, since which tune the rev cnucs of Surat 
have been divided equally between them, the Nawab and the hbiratlias,* 


1 Tor the Other part* of thl« McOQBt •«« /aJ>r Cr/jt/t 



No. 10 DAMAJl AND THE SECOND ENGLISH EMBASSY 
TO POONA (1759) 


'J'HE extracts under this heading arc taken from Selections 
from the Letters, Despatches, and other State Papers 
Preserved in the Bombay Secretariat, Maratha Series, vol. I, 
by George W, Forrest, Bombay, They arc here reprinted 
because they arc relatively short and may help the student to 
gain a more comprehensive knowledge of Damaj'i; for they 
give us an insight into the real feelings of the man who 
exteriorly identified himself with the Peshwa's policy. 


DOCUMENTS 


Bombay, IQlh August, I7S0 {Poona Embassy J7Z) 1759 

Prestdent and Couneils tnstruetums to IVtutam Andrew Price on the oe 
casion of ike English Embassy to the Marathas in 2759 

We are also very credibly informed that he {Balajt Bajirao] has Offerno 
fiven orders to Damaji to prepare (or going against Surat when the rams tiamaji 
are over* As we expect jou will meet Danuji at Poona we would 
have jou take an opportunity of intimating that we are willing to enter 
into an agreement with him, that hw vessels may no longer contmue 
to annoy our trade, and if he makes any reasonable proposals, acquaint 
us therewith, but, should he decUne it, you are to declare to him that we 
shall take satisfaction for the depredations he has committed 

Poona, 7ih October, 1759 {Poona Embassy 172) 1759 

Extract from the Diary written by WtBtam Andrew Price English Ambas 
sador to Poona in 1759 

In a letter received this day from the President he enclosed one from Dantajt , 
Mr Erskine to me setting forth the difficulties the Chief and Factors 
of Surat meet with m collecting the revenues annexed to the Castle " 
which lay m the parganas or districts under the command of Nana and 
Damajl desinng I would use my endeavours to get them removed and 
such orders issued as may prevent our meeting with any impediments 
in collecting our ]ust dues m future 

Parganas or districts which pay a revenue to the Castle of Surat 
and for supporting the fleet 
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To the Qstle Rs 

Anldesvar pargana, under the command ol Nana, the yearly 

income of about . . . . . . . . , . . . 12 000 

Temba pargana, under the command of Damaji, the yearly 

income of about .... . . .8 000 

Vanav h'asbah, under the f/wnmand ©f Damaji, the yearly 

income of about . . . . . . . , 8^000 

Vissowand Couchud villages, under the command of Damaji, 

the yearly income of about .... 2000 


30,000 

Tor supportmg the fleet 

isar pargana, under the command of Paznaji, the 

yearly income of about . . . . . . . 24 000 


54 000 


17S9 Pa«t«> Octoicf, 17&9 (P<»<m« EtnStfssy, 17Z\ 

Extract from the Diary mtUen by tVtllfam Andrew Price, Cttgltsh Am- 
baswdor to Poona in 175$ 

inttmev Sent to acquaint Damaji that, if he was at leisure, I would do myself 
mih the pleasure of waitmg upon him He acquainted me he should be glad 
Damp to see me to-morrow 

Waited upon Damaji, who received me in a fnendly manner After 
some discourse I represented to him the depredations the officers of hts 
fleet had made upon our trade at different tunes, which 1 was mUing to 
beheve was ivithout bis orders, and therefore hop^ he would issue direc> 
tions to prevent the like happening m future I likewise obsened to 
him that, as the Hon hie Cdm^y had taken possession of Surat Castle, 
there were some revenues annexed to it and for mamtainiDg the fleet, 
whidi lay in the country under his command concerning which I desir* 
ed he would issue orders for our people collecting them as heretofore 
without obstruction, and as we were now become neighbours and in- 
terested m the welfare of the country about Surat, we hoped he would 
concur in such methods as would tend to our mutualadvantage, and that 
our friendship might daily increase He desired I would send him 
a list of the parganas, and he would give an answer thereto and also m 
regard to the Sect I then foot my Ica'C- Sent Damaji a list of the 
parganas near Surat under his command, which pay an annual revenue 
to the Castle and for supporting the fleet 

1759 Poona, ISlh October, 175$ 

Extract from the Diary imlUn by IVtUiam Andrew Price, EngUih Am 
bassador to Poona i» 175$ 

_ Damaji sent me the orders I requested him for the parganas or 

districts under his command, paying the usual revenue to Surat Castle 
and for supporting the fleet, Iikeinse an order to (he commanding 
officer of his own fleet not to molest any vessels trading under the Hon "blc 
Company's protection 



No. 11 MIAH ACHIND AND THE MARATHAS (1760-1761) 


JN this contest between Mlah Achind and the Marathas the 
English were considerabi jr inconvenienced by having their 
trade constantly interfered with. 


DOCUMENTS 


Sum/. tSlk January, mO 1,1750 61 S F /5) 1760 

Maralkas and Miah Achind 

The Jtarathas here having some disputes with Miah Achind, the TreubU 
Go\cmot* quitted the town and stopped all merchandise gram, etc trom atSunt 
coming into it 

Sural, 17th January, 2760 {l7S0-6t. S F JS) IT60 

Khariderao to the Cnuf at Surat 

The Chtet received a letter Irom Khandemo acquointmg him that, Uoptftd 
on account of the Maratha duputes with the Nawab. money had been "uttagr 
demanded from the pateU and desais of Tcmba pargana (or distnct) 
in the same manner as the rest But that be (the ChicO might rest as- 
sured that in a few days nutters would be settled to his satisfaction 

Sural, 25lh January, 1760 [1750 GI S F 15) 1760 

Marathai and Utah Aclund 

The Chief received a letter from Bab|ipant, the &Iaratha chauthia, Ltiurs m 
uiformmghunthat, Achind having mjured them m the revenues and other f*rcha>tgid 
respects, this had obliged him to leave the town and put a stop to merchan- 
dise, etc coming mto it 

The Chief wrote an answer to the foregoing acquamting Balajipant 
that his quitting the town without previously advising him was not con- 
sistent with the good friendship subsisting between his master and the 
English That nevertheless he (the Chief) was ready to meduteany difie- 
rence between the Marathas and Achind. and for this purpose desura Ba 
laji to send some proper people into town 

Sural 27th January, 1760 [1759 62, S F 15) 17S0 

English goods slopped 

Advice being brought that the Marathas had stopped some carts Goods 
that were coming to town with piece goods and indigo oelongmg to the stopped 
English, wrote to Balajipant to release them 

1 Trom a lubsequeat entry (see Sarat Tactory Diary, 25th January 1760) 

Governor here stands lor the Maratha chauthia Balajl^nt 
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1760 Surat, 2Slh January, 2760 (17S9 61, S F 15) 

English goods released 

Goods Received a letter from Balajipant with an order for the releasement 
released of Our goods 

1760 Surat, hi Febneary 1760 {1759 61, S. F. IS) 

English goods stopped 

Goods Some of the Hon ble Company’s piece goods coming from Broach 
stopped and Jambusar being stopped by the Karathas sent a letter to the com 
mandmg officer to release them 

1760 Surat, Sri February, 1760 {1759 61, S F 15) 

English goods released 

Goods Received a letter from Balajiram. informmg the Chief that he had 
released ordered the Hon "ble Company's goods to be released and as Achind \ras 
indebted to him and had mfnng^ their pnvileges in the city, hoped the 
Chief would use the proper means lor settling affairs 

1760 SHWt 4lh February, 1760 {1759 61. S F 15) 

Agreement retih Maralhas 

Asreemru The Jlarathas stoppmg our goods coming into town, subjecting us 
to many inconveniences, and one of tbeir people being stfll in town, 
the Chief sent for him this morning, when it was agreed that all go^s 
provided with English certificates should pass unmolested 

J760 Sural, 5th February 1760 {I7S9-61. S F 15) 

Jagannalh sent to Maraihas 

A peaee Jliah Achmd havmg appbed to the Chief desiring Tagannath may be 

move sent to the Marathas and as it may be a means of fa&itating an ac» 
commodation, he was dispatched with a fetter to the Afaratha officer and 
directions given him for using his endeavours to bring two of their prin- 
cipals into toivn 

1760 Sural, Sth February, 1760 {1759 61, S F 15) 

Jagannalh returns 

Hope of Jagannath returned into town and with him two of the Sfarathas’ 
pnncipal officers 

1760 Sural 10th February, 1760 {1759 61. S F 15) 

Maralha claims 

Maraiha The Jlaratha officers above mentioned waited upon the Chief, 
claims re desinng his mediation in their disputes with Aftah Achind but fheir 

jeciid demands being very unreasonable, insisting upon one third of the 
revenues without reserve or eicemption. and that their people should 
sit at all the several places where it was collected the Chief informed 
them that although he was tery ready to adjust their disputes i^et as 
the Hon "ble Company were now become misters of the Castle and intercst- 
^ m the welfare of the city and Its revenues he would not consent to 
the Alarathas receiving any more than usual or being honoured with 
new pnvil^es and even if Adund consented to it, the English would op- 
pose it They then took their leave 
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SuToi 14th February 17C0 {1759 61, S F IS^ 1760 

Maralha clatms 

The Marathas apprising the Chief that they cannot any longer admit U ter to 
of the English goods coming mto town and as this Mill lay us under great 
inconveniences more especially with respect to their freight on our 
HonTile JIasters ship Harcourt resolved to dispatch the following ad 
dress to the HonTiIe the President and Council 

Extract from letter 

We must beg leave to observe to Your Honour etc that we have PreposUr 
repeatedlj offered our mediation to accommodate matters but their mseiatms 
demands are so exorbitant that we cannot with any decency or reason 
desire the Nawab to consent to them for considering the encroaching 
temper of these people if one point is comphed with it wall be tmmedia 
tely followed by another and m the end the town will be ruined We 
cannot positively saj whether they have any orders from Nana for pro- 
ceedmg m this manner but rather think to the contrary and that their 
behaviour is more owing to the avanaous temper of the farmer who wants 
to make the most of his rent and at the same time mgratiate himself 
with his Master but from whatever cause it may anse we greatly fear 
It will prevent the merchants from providing their goods in proper time 
for the ship s departure 

In this situation of affairs we desire \o\u Honour i,ca s directions 
in what manner we are to act There are now a number of loaded carts *■'&« 
vffithin SIX miles of the town II you approve of it we could jom the 
Nawnb and bring them away by force but if this method is not thought 
eligible we shall readdy put m execution any orders you may please to 
furnish us with though we beg leave to give it as our opinion that this 
beuig the first tune the Marathas have stopped the town since our being 
m possession of the Castle and interested m the government of the place 
some resentment being shown at this tune may prevent our labouring under 
the like embarrassment in future 

PS The Marathas demand one third of the revenues of the town 
which m some respects was never allowed of 

Surat 23rd February 1760 [1759 61 S F 15} J760 

Mtah Acittnd and the Marathas 

The Chief received a message from Achind mforming hun that the 
Maratha agents were very pressing to go out of town and that if some 
thmg was not concluded upon it must be expected that they vrould put 
a total stop to business and straiten the pbce more than ever they havmg 
been put to an expense in bnngvng their troops trom abroad That the 
circumstances of his affairs did not adimt of coming to a rupture with the 
Marathas 6emg m large arrears to fiis sepoys who he vras appreftensiVv 
might m such ticklish times revolt Therefore he propose mth the 
Chief s approbation to compromise matters with the Marathas by giving 
them a sum out of his private purse but desired it might be kept secret 
at least for some time lest the knowledge thereof might prejudice his 
affairs The Chief endeavoured to persuade him from coming to a con 
elusion until answers were received to our address to the HonTiIe the 
President and Council when we might act in conjunction He being 
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V ery pressing to terminate matters and considering all circumstances both 
mth respect to hts troops the situation of which will not admit of any 
new imposts and our own business especially with respect to the Har 
court the Chief consented to Achmd terminating matters as he pro- 
posed 

Letters lo This evening Achmd sending the Chief word he had finished affairs 

Bombay the Marathas dispatdied the following address to the Hon ble the 

President and Council as follows 

MaUsrs We addressed Your Honour etc the 17th instant and that of the 
arranged 14th Will show you thc impediments we then la^ured under from the 
Marathas impeding our goals from commg mto town which we judged 
would retard the dispatch of our Honlire Alasters ship Ffarcourt but 
we ha\ e the pleasure to inform you that all hindrances are now taken 
off and we hope to be able to send her in a very proper time 

1760 Surai 27lh February 1759 (1759 61 S F 15^ 

Bombay orders 

fyariiAs As you represent that you labour under great impediments m lading 
adinee the Harcourt s freight for Mocha from the Marathas havmg positively 
informed you that they cannot admit (4 the goods intended for her 
passmg mto town till they have settled their affairs with the Govern 
mcnt wedispatch this per pattemarexprea to direct that you send proper 
people to acquamt the Marathas that you are ready to mediate any 
difference between them and the Government and to declare to them 
that you cannot allow of their stopping any of the Honlile Com^nys 
goods and if they should persist therein you ere to order a sufficient 
force la conjunction with the Covemraent s troops to escort them into 
town and to oppose any who may attempt to impede them 

1760 Surat 28ih February 1760 (1759 61 S F IS) 

Instructions to Captam Daniel InchUrd tn command of the Fox Ketch 
Damajt Having received advices that some troops belonging to Damaji 
and the are gone against Sultanpur which had obliged the inhabitants with their 
fainihes and effects to retire to their boats to the Bar you are therefore 
directed wmd and weather permitting to weigh anchor m company of 
the Tanka Grab Squirrel Badger Hawk Lnelys prize Swallow and Fly 
Galhvats to proceed off that place when you are to take smk bum or 
destroy all vessels you shall find there 


InsirucUons to Caftain Kemy WtUiam Bally 

Having come to a resolution of sending the Hon ble Company s 
cruisers to Sultanpur to endeavour the destruction of the Koh boats 
which we are mformed are laymgat the Bar with most of their effects on 
account of their count ry being invaded by some troops belongmg t o Damaj i 
we have accordingly orderwl a detachment of rotary artillery and 
sepoys to be embarked on the 5e\eral vessels employed on this service 
and thought proper to appomt 3rtm to the command thereof You are 
to repair on board the Fox Captam Daniel Inchbird whom j-ou are to 
aid and assist with such pe<^le as he may ivant 
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Sura* hi March 1760 {J7S9-C1 S f JS) 

Maralkas a* SuUjnpur 

The Hon Tile Companj s agents at having by pattemar express advis- 
ed the Chief that Damaji s son with 2 000 horse and a like number of foot 
had invested Sultanpur upon w^hich the KoUs with their families an I 
eflecis valued above a lakh of Rupees retired to their boats That the 
T{a]a Iiad agreed to piay I>ama]i s son I 20000 Rupees that it would take 
some tune to collect this money and until matters were settled the Kolia 
dare not return to their habitations 

Cambay Jsl August 27C0 {I7S3 61 S F IS) 

Letter from John Slraeey 

In my account current J ou will find the article of presents to exceed 
those generally made on a Resident s amval by about 40 Rupees which 
15 owing to the present given the Maratha Governor (of Cambaj) being 
larger than usual as also a present made the ^laratha custom master 
which was nev er done before to both which I was advised as ihtir power 
here now is much greater than ever espeoaliy in what regards our bust 
ness which I hope jou will therefore approve of 

Surat lOlh November 1760 {1750 6! S F JS) 1760 

Surat to Bombay 

In the late gale of wind one of Damajts galhvats drove on shore at Dema] t 
Suvali We sent and brought her oS and desire Your Honour Acasor 
ders whether we are to restore her ? Five of Damaji s galhvats Jiaving 
last >ear attacked the Swallow indued us to seize this gall vat of Da 
map 

Sttful 12th Iso-ember J7C0 {175961 S F IS) 1760 

Bombay orders 

The President having received a letter from Kbanderao complain KianJt 
mg of the Chief s having taken the management of some lands belonging rso t 
to the pargaru of Bathaw enclose copy thereof and direct that if the fompla nt 
Chief has so done either on the Honlile Company s or his own account 
duectly or mdirectly that he relinquish them unmediately and afford 
the Said or his people such good offices as may be necessary for an 
amicable accommodation of any disputes that may be subsisting 

Bombay 29th Nnember 1760 {1759 S F IS) 17S0 

Bombay orders 

In r^rd to Damaji s galhvat the President m consequence of an Vamaj s 
apphcation from Khanderao has wrote him if he will make satisfact on P 
for our vessels taken by the boats belonging to Bilunora and be secunty 
for their peaceable behaviour hereafter she will be restored 

SnraC S^ecemder //tfif S F iSj /AS? 

Ordered that Bamaii s galhvat be got ready to go down with the Dra * 

ke 

Surat Sth May 1761 (1759 61 S F IS) 1760 

Catile held up 

The Marathas havmg stopped some cattle that were coming from CauU 
Broach on account the Hon Tile Company and notwithstanding the Ch ef up 


1760 


SttJemtni 
vuSKoi t 


1760 


Prisents 
0 Sfara 
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has sent several times to demand them they refuse to deliver them up 
it IS, therefore resolved to send a party of sepoys to bring them away, 
unless the l^Iarathas agree to pay their full value 

1761 Bombay, ith April. 1761 {1761. P D Let io Cowl of Dir 8) 

Bombay to the Court of Directors 

Damajt s Your servants at Surat having seized a gallivat belonging to Damaji 
ship which drove ashore at Suvah m November last Khanderao who is his 
agent applied for her release, when the ftesident acquainted him he would 
consent thereto, if he would make satisfaction for our vessels taken by the 
boats belonging to Bihmora and be secanty for their peaceable behaviour 
m future, but no answer being returned, and the siipermtendent having 
reported that she would make a good cruiser when repaired we on the 
3rd February condemned her and ordered her to be refitted on Your Hon 
ours' account 



No 12 CONTEST BETWEEN MOMIN KHAN II AND THE 
MARATHAS (1762) 


^AMBAY was time after time attacked fcy the Marathas, 
The documents deal with a phase of this long struggle, 
and also seem to point out that Daina;i's personal influence 
was once more in the ascendant. 


DOCUMENTS 


Catnhay 2Slh January 1702 {UOt-CS S F 16) ITir 

Catrhay to Surat 

The Maratlias latcl} rccciscd a reinforcement of near a thousand ri hintar 
men and [wne] ttto pounderc from Gujarat On their amv’al a detached Cambay 
part> of cjglit or nine hundred horse and foot was ordered nearer the 
town \rallfl [o/C<J«Jrty] The Kawab (o/CamJay] whose force does not 
consist of twchehundred cflcctnc men sent Bnsset Beg %vith all his troops 
ft^inst them The battle commenced and was continuer! to near eight 
hondred j'ards distance from each other They fired the jinjalis for near 
twohonrs and then by mutual consent each retired to their quarters A 
report prevails that the Governor of Gujarat ts coming to join this army 
with the greatest part of the troops he has in garrison 

Cambay 15th relruary 1762 (1761 G3 S F 16) 1762 

Letter from TFiyiain Bo>rycar 

I think it necessary Honlilc Sir and Sirs to give you timely m Canbay 
formation that the Slaratha army has received a very considerable 
reinforcement from Gujarat under the command of Bhagvran havaldar 
and that their troops daily increase from the adjacent jiarts some 
Kolis are also arrived and more [are] very soon expected They serve 
on promise of the free plunder when taken Our broker was yesterday 
pnvateiy mforraed that the Jlarathas wait m great expectation to gam 
jxKscssion of Cambay by the force of money which m these cases they 
are never sparing of This hint was given EduJ that we might in time 
secure the effects of those under our protection As Edul assures me 
that this IS not without foundation 1 hope it wiU be thought prudent to 
guard the 1 actory against sharing the common fate in tune as the JIara 
thas m these parts have not the respect for the English flag [tehtc/i] 
those have more adjacent to Bombay should they be successful and [/] 
request Hon ble Sir and Sirs that thirty Topasses or an equivalent num 
ber of Bombay sepoys may be seat here on the next springs and should 
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request meet with yoar approbation, also two boxes oi cartridges- It 
wiU be little or no expense to the Hon'ble Company, and they shall be 
returned as soon as the least prospect appears of these troubles being 
over 


J762 Bmbav, 20th February. 2702 {1761 63, S F 16) 

At a Consullalion 

Bombay Read likewise the letter received last night from Mr Boivyear, 
rtsoluiio}! wherein he represents that the Marathas seem determined to reduce the 
place, and m such case promised the plunder thereof to the Kolis The 
same being taken into consideration, resolved, m order to secure the 
Hon’ble Company's Tactory and efiects, and those under their protec- 
tion and the goods of the investment, to send a sergeant, a corporal and 
sixteen Topusses ivjjh a ha\-aldar, naik and fifteen Bombay sepoys two 
months’ provisions, as we leam they are very dear there, and a proper 
quantity of ammunition, and for the more effectual portectmg any vessels 
which may be there, belonging to the English, and are obliged to lay a 
considerable distance from the town, it is further resolved that one of 
the gallivats cany up the detachment and remain there till the troubles 
subside, the Resident being positively directed not to interfere m the 
disputes m any shape whatever, and li he finds the Harathas ere likely 
to cany the place, to use proper means for securing the Hon’ble Com- 
pany's rights to privileges 

1762 Surat 23rd February, 1762 {1761 63. S F 16) 

Jnstruchotts to Wtliiam Boteyear 

Bombay Your letter of the ISthinstant has been received and as you represent 

ordtTS that the Marathas wiU m all probability be soon in possession of Cambay 
we send you by this conveyance one sergeant and coipoial and 15 
Topasses a havaldar, naik and 15 sepoys in order to secure the Hon ble 
Company s ractoiy and effects, lest they should share the common fete, 
as you mention that the broker has been pnvately informed that the 
Marathas intend delivering o\er the place to the Kolts, who serve on 
promise of the free plunder of it You must also use your utmost en 
deavout to secure sudi part of the Hon'ble Company s investment as 
may be provided and the goods of those imder our protection but you 
are to be very cautious in not interfering in any shape 

1762 Cambay, 1st March 1762 {1761-63 S F 16) 

Willtam Bowyear to Surat 

Cambay The Nawab's affairs have Jiow a much better aspect than ever was 

rehevei expected Guliibrao fiis Diwan, was despatefieef to the KToIi country 
where he has raised some men The Nawub a few days past sent him 
forty horse and fifteen thousand Rupees They have approached at 
tunes so near Gujarat that Appa, giunashta. recalled Bhagwan and 
thirteen hundred men from his army here This day arrived from Broach 
two hundred and filty men to assist Homin IGian 

You may depend Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, that I shall be cautious of 
my behaviour and m no way interfere m the present troubles and should 
the Marathas prove successful, jour orders shall be punctually obejed 
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Carrier 29 h March 17G2 {t76t-€3 S T IG) I7<r 

n tlltam Batr^ear ta Sttral 

I ha\c \T>ur commands of the 24ih an \ according to jour orders Pmm »/ 
the other gafii%-at sails for Sunil Some proposals towards a rcconcilia Cami^ty 
tion lji\e been rude from the Marathas to the "Sawab which it » 
thougl t will be accepted of and the detachment shall then be return 
cd n the manner are pleased to direct 

Catrbay SlhAprtl 1762 {mt-C3 S T S6) i’fP 

IViIham Dtrsyear to Stirai 

It IS with pleasure I di. patch this per pattcimr to inform j-ou lliat ai 
a peace was jesterday conduded between the Nawab and the 'fara 
thas Venhajt naih has fanned the JUrattia s^re of the revenues here at 
fifty four thousand Rupees annuallj I propose to return the detach 
tnent on the Ccet If anj am\e5 these springs if not they shall proceed 
o\ erland 

Surat 25lh May 1762 {VOl-CS S T iq i7er 

Ai a Consul^ion 

Damaji being come waihin a few miles of Surat in his waj to Poona Pnsnj 
and wellknown to be a person of great consequence in this part of the . 
country and in whose pow-er jt lays greatly to impede the revenue* 
annexM to the Castle as well as our investment we arc of opinion tliat 
It will be for the Company s interest to send him a suitable present more 
especuUv as we arc informed tliat the Nawab fans Khan and man> 
other private merchants intend doing so resolved therefore tosendhun 
a present to the amount of about 2 5W Rupees but whether by tw o of the 
Board or the maraphatio alone vnlf deprad on the consequence of the 
person the ^awab sends his present by 

Bombay 17<h N'ovmfcfr 1702 (1762 P D Lti fo Court o/B»r 5) >762 

Bombay to tha Court of Directors 

The Chief and Coundl having acquamted us that Damaji being 
within a few miles of the city the Nawab Fans Khan and prmcipalmer 
chants had all sent him presents whidi as their connections with him 
from T our Honours being m possession of the Castle are now become 
stronger they also have been induced to and accordingly sent Messrs 
Stacl^ousc and Gambter with sundnes to the amount of Rupees 2 500 
\\ e flatter ourselv es it may hav e a proper eCect but have directed your 
servants to avoid such presents as much as possible and when really 
found necessary wehave recommended their being sent by Your Honours 
marapliatiO as the presence of gentlemen must neccssanly occasion the 
present to be more expensive but this the Chief and Council assured us 
was not the case m respect to this 



No. 13 DAMAJI AND RAGHOBA (1702-1768) 


'J’HE concluding years of Damaji's fife present a chequered 
aspect of alternatingr good and bad fortune. He had 
been grievously wronged by Balaji Bajirao, made a prisoner 
by treachery, carried off a captive and confined in a hill-fort, 
till at last he had to surrender half of his dominions and sign 
away his independence. It is but natural that indignation 
and anger rankled in his heart. What redounds singufarly 
to his honour is that he never sacrificed the welfare of Maha- 
rashtra to his own rescntmentj and on the field of Panipat 
he gave a good account of himself, and only sought safety 
in flight when the Maralhas were defeated beyond hope of 
recovery. After the death of Bafaji Ba/irao, Damafi anxious 
to retrieve his fallen fortunes, allied himself with Raghoba 
against Madhavrao. But this alliance proved disastrous In 
the end; for in 1768 Raghoba was defeated by Madhavrao, 
and Damaji shared in his afly's downfall. He did not long 
survive this final shattering of his dreams to retrieve his 
losses; he died in the same year 1768. 


DOCUMENTS 


1762 37S4 J779 CompthUon of extracts by Warden, I 
Dissensions betaeen Ragnoba and Madhavrao * 
rini Gqmkabai. being disaflected toivanJs Rajhoba. consulted with Tnm- 
conieit bal^rao Jlama, Babunto Tadnis and Gopalrao, and contn\ ed a siraf agem 
to seue and confine him, after which they and MadhaiTao onl> were to 
govern Raghoba, receiving this news, immediately went toNasikTnmbak 
where he joined several officers, sudi as Sakharam Bapu, NUkanthrao 

1 Thu account is here p\ en.becaose it •pedfiw Damji i share in bringing sbout 
an agreejnent between Kaghoba and Madbaxiao It has been impossible to &.«:crtain 
whence VV ardeo copied this extract lor it is not lound in any of the extant diaries 
In tills account Itaghobas gnevsnccs are perhars over-emphasUed the Bombay 
Bnglisb records being as a rule tiadoljr&l favour oi ibighoba. 
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Qiitnts ard o'bcrs of h« partx and likewise apt I cd to Nizan lli for 
st.cco*jr. prOTU-sinff to pne hm three forts Daulatalxid isir^arh and 
Alimadnagar, and Lirid.s to the e of 80 Ukhs ‘ ard tlic} jojiin? accord 
Lnsh cane to the n\'er Chodntdi adjacent to I’oona TJus infelhscnce 
Trimbakrao 'ifama, Baburao I adnu ard Gopalno having received con 
snl'cd with Gopikabat and cam^ oat vnih MtdJiavTao and all hi> forces 
to meet thcTi and the 12th November a battle ensued wherein the armv 
of ^[adhavTao was destrojTd and the Ihree authors of these disorders 
absconded Mahrji Hollar BabujtNaik and DanujI Gaikw-ad bj their 
artifices’ earned JIid*ia\Tao to mec* Itaghob' and the following dav of 
the battle that part whKh was reniauiuigofM-dhavrao sarm> jojicd with 
Raghoba a and ho'lihties etas'll 

Finalh thej settled between themselves tliai 'bdhavTao was to be 
first in the government Raghoba 2nd Sakhimm Ripti 3rd ind their 
first Biwan Nilkanthrao and to discharge all the Chitparan Bialiinans 
and substitute the Deshasth llmhmans in their posts 

On the 22nd November MadhavTao and Ragholxi met Niram Ali 
when great reioicinga were made and as firm a peace concluded as ever 
w-as made in IJajirao s or Nana s time and the Mogul departed for Bhag 
nagar* 

Itaghoba and itadhavno vsent vnih their army to Satara and crowned 
Ram Ittja King and fixed new ministers discirding the old ones after 
which thej went to the Fort of Miraj wliKh thc> m\ csted and too/. after 
a month and a lialt $ siege Gopalrao fsabsented and gone to Nitam AIi 
to be protected 

The sons of the pratmidlii or deputy Raja and Cabajipant grandson Sttona 
to the senapatt being disgusted at Raghoba » making new ministers at eonteti 
Satara and discharging the old ones absmted and went to Vatad to Janojl 
Bhonsla and telling him tliat hcwaslikcwTsconeofthecandidatcsaswcil 
as other ministers and that Raghoba was vciy arbitrary he immediate!} 
marched with his forces of 15 OOU horse and came to Nizam Ah All these 
being united marched against Raghoba and broke the peace that was nude 
between the two States 

The officers of the Brahmans that went to the Mogul are as follows 
Gopalrao Gabaiipant sons of the pratmidhi Ptraji Naik Nimbalkar 
Jaswant Pawar * grandson of Daludhe Kanthaji Bandc Sidi Ambar Ra 
ghoji Ivarande Janoji Bhonsla BaburaoFadnisand Sadashiv Ramachan 
dra and came against the Bralimans 

Raghoba hearing of this confederacy returned to tlie Riv er Kistna 
m order to come to Poona arrived at More^var® and immediately 
altered his resolution and with great expedition entered the country 

1 Grant Dull laent ons 51 lakhs (Jtulory Okt Ma^ratios I S3S) Kincaii] and 

Parasnis also speak of Si lakbs {Hulvry oj Ike iitralta PtopU III 85) 

2 The pi rase impl e$ that Vladhavrao was tricked Into meeting Raghoba This 
would explain Madhavraos merciless treatment ol Damajl at a later penod 

3 The crig oal name of Hyderabad Deccan 

4 Jaswant Pawar died at Fanipat ut 1761 most of the names in the extract are 
badly mlspelt Mr C S Sardesai kindly ass sted in faJentlfyiag them 

5 h>ear Poona 
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of Varad^ belonging to Janojj DlionsU and in Ins %vay destroj'cd some pro 
\ mces \nlhout the cit> of Aurangnbad 

Janoji Bhonsla on ha\ing intclfigcnce of Jfadhairao and Raghoba 
going to ini-ade his country hemarcficd with the Jfoguls and othere of his 
forces and pursued them who on Im approach retired and he folloivcd 
them In this manner they marched one after another durmg twonty two 
dij-s and at last Raghoba avent to Blngnagar so that the Jlo^ and Ma 
rathas on seeing that Raghoba would not stay and did not intend to fight 
on account of the little force he liad with him determine to enter into 
Raghoba s country Niiam AJi reached aerj near Ahamadnagar Janoji 
Bhonsla and Gopalrao wath other Marathas arc already m the neighbour 
hood of Poona 

All the subjects and merchants of Poona absented with their goods 
effects and treasure to the Konkan and sexera! places and the nches of 
some of the mmisters arc gone to the several hills so that there is a great 
distutbatice about that country 

They say that Janoji Bbonsb and other officers Chitpav^in Brahmans 
ha% e intentions of going to Satan cithcrfocstablish another king or to con 
tinucRam Raja and torcinstaleaUtbeoJd nunisters fomakeJJarayanjao 
Peshxn. 

Kanijnnrao and the rest of Kana s family are gone to the biU Smgad 
to In e there with all the effects and treasure of the pabce 

1703 BewiJay SOiA ^fay 1703 {t763 P D Lrt to Court of Dtr 7t7) 

Bombay to the Coitii of Dtredort 

Dttitn 105 Your Honours have already been advised tliat the disturbances 
inland were a very great hindrance to trade and prevented the merchants 
/(mfly coming down as usual We arc sorry to add that there is very little 
^ prospect of thesedisturbancesbeuigsoonatanend forthedivisions which 
iiave arisen m Nana s family’ since bis death have already m a great 
measure overset the Jlaratha Covenunent as many of them pnnapal 
officers have revolted to the M<^ls whose army has been m pursuit 
of that under the command of ^gboba and MadhavTao the greatest 
part of this season and not being able to bring on an engagement divided 
at last into twoparts of which fonr] under the command of Nizam Ah is 
gone to Ahmadnagar and the other under Janoji Bhonsla and Gopalrao 
two ^laiatha Officers is in The principal merchants and shroffs 

with their treasure and effects are retired so that the whole country is at 
present nothing but a scene of confusion It seems Nana, s widow and the 
rest of the fa^y are retired to a mountam with all the treasure and 
effects of the palace 

Maraihai 106 InthissituationwereaSausinlandbyourlastadvices andthough 
andCttg the Marathas appear to be SO greatly reduced they have never renewed 
their solicitations for assistance as noticed m our address by the York 
last year Should they however be at last obliged to have recourse 

1 Berar 

2 This para^pb is a suainaTy of the preceding extract from VVarden s Cwi 

£ ila/ onr and the next paragraph stresses the loconvemences which the Elngtish 
ive to suSer and their disappointment that alter the battle of Panipa t the Marathas 
did not have recoarse to tfieen for help 
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to US our Honours maj rest assured we shall not interfere further m 
their aHairs either as mediators or otherwise than what ma} be consis 
tent with jour mterest nor without stipulating terms at least adequate 
to the assistance we tnaj afford Inde^ the rcmovmg the impediments 
to trade mland is now become so essential to i-our commercul mterest 
that unless it to speedily effected we must endeavour to fall upon some 
measures for that purpose more especially as we have in the course of 
this season received some insults from them by the detention of our pat 
temars between this place and Surat and stopping a boat belongmg to a 
merchant at this place for which though endeavours have not been want 
mg we have not been able to obtain mress 

124 On the 16th of March jour servants [ai Sura/] advised us of Sueetssion 
the death ol Miah Achmd the 27th prccedmg 127/A February 1763] and m Surat 
desirmg our orders as to the appomtment ol a successor as there were 
several competitors for the nawabship whosedifferent characters the Chief 
particularly explamed m a letter winch the President laid before us the 
next daj as per copy under No 9 from which and our own general 
knowledge of the nature of that government and the dispositions of the 
resp^ive persons mentioned we were unanimously of opmion that Mir 
Kutb-ud dm son to Miah Vchmd was by much the most suitable person 
for j'our interest and determmed to appoint him accordingly and lest 

S mr servants should meet with ao> opposition w e immediately sent \ our 
onours ship Cbve with a detachment of one hundred (100) military 
and fifty (50) sepoys to countenance them as already noticed under the 
first head and we have now the pleasure to acquaint you Mir Kutb*ud*din 
was plated in the Datbar the I4th ultimo without any opposition^ and 
your servants have returned the troops which they say they would have Damtjn 
donesooner but for an impediment Damaji scbauthia had laid on all gram • 

and odier articles gouig mto town under pretence of bemg entitled to a 
quarter part of the sum paid by the Dutdi to the Nawab m September 
last as formerly noticed to Your Honours but which has been since 
taken off 


Surat 27lh March 1763 {1700 S & P D 41] 1763 

Surat to Bo nlay 

NotapprefiendmganytroublesfromYourHonour &cashavmgpre Damajis 
feired Mir Kutb-ud dm for the nawabship we came to a resolution of ahauth a 
returning by this ship the troops she brought up But Damaji s chauthu 
havong withm these few days laid impediment on gram and sundry other 
articles being brought to town on pretence of a right to a quarter of the 
sum of Rs 93 000 which the Dutch paid the late Nawab m September 
last with some other demands Lttle better grounded we judged most 
advisable to detain the troops until another opportunity which we hope 
waU he s/yveved 

Surat 20lh November 1763 {1763 64 S F 65*) 1763 

At a Consultahon 

The Chief [Thomas Hodges] acquamtsthe Board that Rudraji pandit Prtstniio 
- Datnajt 

I t>l T n assumed ofilce with the t tie ol Ita&z ud-dia Ahmad Khan 

Bibadnt on the 14th juy 1763 He was appotsted by the Bombay Government 

without wait ng for the patent ol the Court rfJJeUn {<?« Bout Pres II 12S) Hia 

accession shcre given because the lettercasnallyiiient ons thepresenee of Damaj a 
chauthia at Surat about that time 
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has sent several messages to hun to acquaint him that Damaji is come to 
a place called GuUa about 7 nules from hence where he sJiouId be very 
glad to see any person from the Hon b!e Company and as the Nawab 
has also acquainted the Chief ttot he intends sending him a present to 
the amount o! about Rupees 2 500 and as the Hon ble the President 
and Council m their commands of the 13th June 1762 seem rather to 
disapproi e the sending tuo gentlemen with the present to him last year 
it IS agreed that it be sent by our maraphatio more especially as the Na 
wab s present though larger, is not this year earned by any of hia own 
family 

1764 Bq» bay 31st Ausust 1704 {1764 65 5 P 653) 

Bombay to Sural 

Bwhay TheMarathashavmglatelycomplainedthatourGovcmmcntat Surat 
grdtrs grant passes to the subjects of every Stale whatever without any reserve 
this IS purposely to direct you not to issue passes to any person whatever 
not imme^tely under the protection of our flag for though wc are in 
clmed to beheve the hfarathas are led into this mistate by not knowing 
the distmction between a pass and certificate yet it is agreeable to our 
fonner treaties vnth them \\ e think it proper to giv e y ou this caution 
and the more efiectually to prei enl their miving any cause of complaint 
on this subject you are to issue public notice that should any one under 
our protection apply for a pass for any boat or vessel not immediately his 
own property such boat or vessel on its being discovered will be confis 
cated for the use of the Hon ble Company 

1764 Sural 22nd Sep ember 1764 {1764 65 S F 653) 

At a ConstiUalion 

Etrils/i The Chief lays before the Board translate of a letter as entered 
vesiel hereafter from Damaji s officer at Bilimora assigning his reason for not 
seitfd delivering up the patlemar boat mentioned in Consultation of the I4th 
instant which is ordered to be sent to the Presidency with our next 
address The vessel he referred to in the former part of his letter wc 
are infonned is the Swift Calhvat and the other being brought in by 
our cruisers as a Koli boat was sold for the benefit of the captors ho 
demand whatever has been made by the Maiathas m regard to her * 

1764 SKXflt 22nd Seplmber 1764 {J764-GS S F C53) 

Translate of a letter from Jatramrao Appap Conimander tn Chief of 
Damaj% s fleet fa Thomas Hodges Chief of Surat 
Com Your favour I have rcceivxd and understand Its meaning A patte 
ftatnu mar boat belonging to v ou was drove by stress of w eather into my nght 
and became a wreck because about four years ago a boat belonging 
to us was drove ashore at Suvali unhurt after she had foundered at sea 
whi<± your people «ei 2 ed I wTcrtc three or four letters about her but 
the answer received was tint she was a wreck upon which I sat down 
without a remedy I am a servant of my Master write to him and send 
me his answer \Miatcver he wntes I shall obey Last year as a bait 
of ours was protecting a convoy a gallivat of yours cliased her upon 


] TliC attuiton to aa Caglub vessel aod a Kc4i bont ts fully espLUoeil in (tie 
next letter 
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^vhidi the lascare nin her into the nver, left tier and went to Damha. 
and j’our galh^-at came and earned her away This I never acquainted 
you with tthat shall I write more ? 

Sural, 25tk September, mi {mUS S T GS3) I76t 

Sural to Bombay 

A pattemar boat , in coimng up m company with the Royal Admiral, Dmi 
having earned away her masts was drove by stress ol weather into captured 
Biimiora, where the Marathas plundered her of everything remainmg, 
and on the crew and detachment, that were on board her, amvmg here, 
a galhvat wnth a suitable letter from the Chief to the officer commanding 
there was sent down to demand her, but he refused to deliver her for the 
reasons contamed mhis letter, iranslatcol which is enclosed for Your Hon 
our, &ca's notice 

Surat. January mS (17Gi-GS. S F 1765 

Translate of a letter from Khanierao to the Chef, tetihout dale and received 
the 22nd January, 17G5 

lha.\e]\s5t now heard that you are sending a force to Olpad pargana Exeust 
and intend commencing war there From the very beginning of time 
it has ever been a custom that, whenever a ship was wrecked the cargo 
became the property of the Governor of the place where it happened 
In short the officer who took these goods has been rebeved and left the 
place Kow the person lately come knows not who took them or kept 
them therefore what demand can be made upon him’ For this reason 
I write you to consider well the consequences and act for the advantage 
of the whole 

Surat. 24lh February mS {1764 65, S F GSS) 1765 

Sural to Bombay 

The Chief this day m answer to the letter he received from Khande* Chwf * 
rao, as entered under the 2hid instant acquamted him that what had 
been done was in consequence of orders from the Hon'ble the Governor, 
and the whole a&ir finished accordmgly 

Sural 11th May 1765 {1764 65 S F GSSi 1765 

Sural to Bombay 

Some days ago Rudra]i pandit Damajis diauthia detained at a Borahs 
place called Boratchy some Borahs with theif families belonging to this *"^csied 
place two of whom being under our protection the Chief wrote him a 
letter demanding them more particularly The Kawab likewise caused 
a letter to be wrote on his part by Sidi Jafar But by the answer he has 
given it appears he [Rudraji] mtends keeping them all until the Kawab 
has given satisfaction for his chauth of the money the late Nawab receiv- 
ed from the Dutch two years ago as also of the fine the present Kawab 
last year laid on the Borahs bishop for a po&Iic insult on Bis govern 
ment \\’hereupon the Nawab bemg convmced he [Rudraji] had no just 
right to either instantly took up some of his people That brought the 
chauthia's agents to the Chief to de«ire he woutd interfere and procure 
their release but this he absolutely refused, until these [under] our more 
immediate protection were first set at liberty by tbeir master And thus 
the affair stands at prsent though as the Nawab has got in custody two 
of their pnnapal shroSs it is expected Rudraji will release the Borahs 
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1765 Bombay. Srd June, 1765 (1765, P D 
Surat to Bombay 

Rudraji pandit has at last agreed to release the Borahs on the 
reitasta Nawab s promise to do the same by those he had m custody when the 
Borahs returned there 


1765 Bombay. 27th Au£ttsf, 1765 (1765, P D 44 ) 

At a Consultation 

Cambay s The President now acquaints tlie Board that the Nawab of Oimbay 
frequently expressed to him the apprehensions he is 
rejeciea Damaji Will attack that place, and most earnestly requested 

our assistance in such case offermg m consideration thereof to make 
over to us the Marathas* diare of its revenues, but, as we do not think it 
for our Hon Tile Masters' mterest to enter into any connections of this sort 
with him which might mvolve us in disputes with the Marathas his re- 
quest must be waved more especially as the complying with it would not 
at any rate suit our present circumstances 

1766 Bombay, 19th February, 1766 (1766, P It Let to Court of Dtr 13) 
Bombay to the Court of Directors 

Dtt^ SS The President on the 27th itugust acquainted us that the Nawab 
0^ Cambay had frequently expressed t<) him his apprehensions lest 
^ Damaji should attack that place and caniestly requested our assistance 
in sura case ofTeong in consideration thereof to make over to Your 
Honours the Maratha share of its revenues But, as we do not esteem 
It for your interest to enter into any connections of this sort with him, 
which might involve us in disputes with the Marathas his request was 
evaded 

J766 Surat, 5th August 1766 (1766-67, S F SHy) 

Letter from Cambay, dated 1st August J7(}s 
Conquest 'phe sons of Kamal ud-dm Khan and Damaji have come to an ac- 
conunodation' They have debvered up to him Visnagar and two other 
^ towns, the most considerable they were poss^ed of, with their cannon and 
military stores ui consideration of which he has paid or is to pay to them 
about diree lakhs of Rupees 

1767 Surat. 23rd January, 1767 (1766 67. S F cSS) 

At a ConsuUalton 

Trouble at The Chief informs the Board that a body of Kfarathas to the number 
Sural of about three thousand commanded by Rhanderao, Damaji s brother, 
havmg lately hovered about the country near this place, the Nawab 
has applied to him for two hundred of our scpoj's to assist him with in 
gnartogthe se\cral gates of the town, wh«4i being taken into considcra 
tion, and Captain George Wlutc being called m and asked if that number 
can ivith safety be spared from the gamso/j he answers in the aJTinna 
live, it IS agre^ to grant him that mimber, as we judge it ivill be the 
means topre\ ent treachery in the Nawab s people It is alM further agreed 
that the Chief require Klmderao's reasons (or coming so near the walls 
of the town and remaining so long without advising him [the Chief] there' 


1 S«« Coe Bar State, 1. 460 
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of, and that the moraphatio wait on him with the Chief s letter m company 
with a proper person on the part of the Kawab, who aLo intends wTiting 
him on the occasion 

Sural, 3Ist June, 17G7 {1706-67, S T CSS) »7C7 

At a Consullalttm 

The Chief acqoamts the Board that Khand^rao m answr to the 
letter wrote hun m consequence of our last meeting Im acquainted him 
that his coming mto this ^rt of the country «as ow ing to some disputes 
wth his brother, Dama]i but which being now happilj adjusted, he in 
tends to depart in a lew daj*s TlieChief therefore proposes to the Board 
makmg him a present to the amount of about 1 000 Rupees as the Kawab 
intends sending him one of three tunes that salue, to which the Board 
consented more especially as the greatest part of the Uon ble Company's 
Cambay mvestment is made in his country, and time docs not permit of 
writing to the Hon 'ble the President and Council for permission and wait* 
mg their answer 

Surat 5th February. 1767 {17CG-C7. S F 65S) *767 

Surat to Bombay 

Khandcrao having some misunderstanding with hts brother, Damaji, ^ 

retired to Pidparah jlattcrs being accommodated and being here upon 
hts departure, and understanding the Kawab would make him a consider* 
able present, which he accordingly did and as the greatest part of the 
Hon'ble Company's mvestment received from Cambay is manufactured 
m the country under his immediate command we judged it for their in 
terest to compliment him upon the occasion A present was accordingly 
sent him his sons and relations to the amount of about 1 000 Rupees 
which we hope Your Honour etc will not disapprove of We should 
not ha^e failed to obtain Your Honour &ca s consent previous to our 
malong this present had time permitted 

Bombay. 30ih September, 1767 {1767. S 6- P D 9] 1767 

Thomas Hodges to Richard Bottrehter 

e are obbged to Your Honour etc for the very particular account Disstn 
you have been plcasol to give us of yinir operations for some time past 
and your motives for them , at the same tunc that we cannot but very 
sincerely lament the great probability there seems to be of commg to an 
immediate rupture with Haider All Khan m which case our mvestments naikoba 
on this side of India will be put an entire stop to at least for some tune 
and other bad consequences ensue to the affairs under our management 
However, should Your Honour, etc contrary to our wishes find a war 
with him unavoidable you may rdy on our doing everything we can 

your operations against him and thesubah and shall immediately pursue 
such measures as may appear to us most eligible for answering your in 
tcntions m respect to the Slarathas. which we shall be the better enabled 
to do from a difference which is Lkely to arise between Iiladhavrao and 
his uncle Raghoba, and which we shall do our utmost to foment and 
embrace any other opportunity which may e0er for drawing oG their 
attention from the Carnatic 
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1767 Boiniay, 1st October, 1767 (1767, S. & P. D. 9) 

Madkavrao and Raghoba 

RMncttt- Advice received of a reconolattcm having taken place between 
dhavrao and Raghoba, though not believed to be a cordial one 

At 8 p m two harkaras am\ed from Nasik Tnmbak, where Raghoba 
chiefly resides, who hnng advice that a reconciliation had taken place 
between him and his nephew , hladhavrao, which, how ever, was generally 
believed not to be a cordial one 

1767 Bombay, 20th October, 1767 {1767, S & P. D 9) 

Some tnieltigence i« respect to the affairs of Madkavrao and Raghoba 
Madhav- T^vo persons unknown to each other, having been sent pnvately 
RuMa President's orders into the I>&ratha country, being return^ 

“ iTith some intelligence the same is ordered to be entered hereafter, and 
the material part of it to be communicated to the gentlemen at Madras. 

Shaikh Muhammad, sepoy, who was sent to Kasik and returned now 
after fifteen daj's (that is from the day he went from hence and returned 
here) sal's that he heard there that ludhavTao set out from Poona with 
about SOOO men, Govmd Shivram Sakharam Bapu, Tnmbakrao, little 
Nana who is a great officer, and RamajiChitms, and w^nt to Tonhaw*, 
forty kos from Poona. This news when Raghoba heard at Ananda- 
valh near Nasik he set out and went to Condarajn* with 2 5D0 men and 
artUlciy. about 14 kos He has four officers with bun. they are prepar- 
ed to fight against one another, but }£adhavrao sent Govmd SnuTam 
to Raghoba, and Govmd Shiviaro* told to Raghoba that Madhavrao 
IS his ^ild and should not fight agamst him, that he (Madhavrao ) is ready 
to see hitn (Raghoba) with about 5 men, on which Raghoba gave ondera 
for Jladhai’iao's coming and he (Madhavrao) went to him accordingly, 
but sutrcFunded Raghoba. and after some conference both l^ghoba and 
Madhavrao went to Anandavalli. and there Wadliavrao desired Raghoba 
to go to Poona, that they will agree ui the same manner as Nana and 
Sadoba used to do, but Raghoba said he would not come to Poona, on 
whidi Madhavrao said that he must turn a praying Brahman and lca%e 
the sivord which Raghoba agreed toon Sladhavrao's promising to giie 
him a 12 lakhs Rupees' country, and paying 25 lakhs of Rupees for the 
pay of his people Raghoba had four forts under him, called Assugarh, 
Satara, Ahmadnagar and Shivner, which he dcllvenrf to Madhavrao 
All officers that were under Raghoba are stopped not to go to Raghoba, 
who and Madhavrao are about one Kos distant from each other, and do 
not at present go near each other but once they had been to dme at 
Jallalpore (?) at the desire of Bfadhaivao, who has agreed to take all 
Raghoba’s officers under him and keep some of his own people with 
Raghoba, and he (JIadhavrao) will return (o Poona, but the people 
talk there iviUnot peace between them Raghoba is wuiting for Janoji 
Bhonsla and Mahadji Smdia His cflicers Soonee Mall Lot and Masta- 
geer Gosan and Muhammad Ah Khan ha\e taken a place Gansley (?J 

1 Tonka or Toka on the Cauvery see Crant Dntl, Jltstory of ttu MtltraluaX 5SS. 

2 KnTadgaojn 25 tones east <rf Ka^ 

3 This account agrees with Grant Dofl* AAtAfaiW I SM SS7) 

Bat Mostyn who was Uien at Poona states that the ncondliatioo was thought ahont 
by Saihsraia Dapo (Forrest, Stlettiens, MaraSk^ Smti. 1 47} 
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belonging to MadhavTao a fwv are preparing to go against Soorjee JIall 
UstatdMastageeiGosaNT ‘wider thecommandoINaToShanVar St^hav- 
rao himself has an intention to go agamst the Carnatic 

The fort of Trimhak is still in Raghobaa possession and all his 
{Raghoba s) fortune is into the said fort Jtadliavrao bad an mtcntion 
to take that fort I y tneks which Itaghoha when lieard sent some more 
trusty to the said Tort and seme people are near round the said fort, 
that no letter may go into the said fort from somebody unknown to him 
Some people saj that the agreement between Raghoba and ^ladhav 
rao 13 not to be depended on it net being from their good heart people 
say four or fne dai^s after Diwali ttadhaviao will go to Poona or some 
other place and Raghoba will raise troubles he (Raghoba) not being 
satisfi^ 


Bomhay 27l)i October 17C7 {1767, S & P D 0) 1767 

il/fli/iiiiTao to the President 

This day the President laid before the Board the following letter he has LiMy 
received from MadhavTao and acquainted the members the messengers 
who brought it said it was the general opinion that though he and Ra 
ghoba appeared to be on good terms it would continue no longer than 
while they resided near each other 


Transtale of a letter from IJadhavrao to the President dated the Slh and 
reeetted the 21th October 1767 

Raghoba (with his title) [hadl to Hindustan and is returned on 
this Side so I went to see him at Ganga and did see bun this day and had 
from him the news of the places where he \had\ been and I communicat 
ed to him the news of these places ever since the Patans [have] been m 
Hindustan there is nothing settled and nothing they do in a regular 
manner The folk are raising several troubles there therefore to punish 
them he (Raghoba ) has given me full power on all the countnes m Hui 
dustan and these places as also of Gujarat and by God s favour I will 
take care of it The principal officers Smdia Holkar Pawar etc were 
called before me and I gave them orders to be ready with their people as 
also ordered the army of Camolock p] and that now under me to be ready 
and I shall dispatch them very soon to Camolock and Huidustan As you 
are my friends I therefore give you this notice 


Bomhay 2Sth June 17GS [1768 P D 52) 

Translate of a letter from Madhavrao to the President dated the ISlh and re 1768 
ceivtd the 27lh June 1708 

Dadasabeb (or Raghoba) last year agreed to remain quiet and not Itoihoba 
to disturb me resigning all pretensions to dominion to me Neverthe defeaUii 
less through the advice of some iff-disposerf persons fie gamed over 
several olTcers and began to raise an anny which as soon as I heard 
I formed a camp and marched out with my army and on the 10th ins- 
tant had an engagement with him wherem I entirely defeated him 


1 It has been Impossible to dent ly the peisoas here meant Mr G S Sar 
desal pointed out that Sura} Mai Yat d ed in 1763 and that Umiavfeer and Anup- 
geer swre two Gosavis famous in b story that the names as written in the 
extract are unlmowo to him 
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his bazar was plundered and he was forced to retire to the fort of Dodhap, 
where I attacked him, and obliged him to surrender at discretion I shall 
treat the people who gave him this advice according to their deserts, and 
shall keep a strict eye upon them. This I let you know m a friendly nny. 

Poona. 12th August, mS {1768. P. D. 52) 

1768 Raoji Adou>jt to Thomas Hodges 

hladhavrao has demanded of Gangoba Tatya (a man of poner, who 
Th! iron was Diwan to Malarji Holkar and who is reported by many to mclme 
to Raghoba's party) the sum of ^ lakhs of Rupees, which be refused, 
alleging he had no money Upon which Madhavrao threatened him much 
and even punished him, yet he stUl persists in his refusal, so he is actually 
imprisoned, and he mtends sending him to some of the hills This ab 
solute behaviour of Madhavrao put the Brahmans and ministers 
in great fear, who say they never saw such ngonr from the gov emment of 
Bala]i Vishvanath to the time of Nana He is so very imperious now 
that he does not m the least regard hts own people He wrote to Damaji 
Gaikwad, demanding two crores of Rupees from him, and ordered him to 
appear b^ore him. be also ordered Janoji Bhonsla to come to Poona, 
as he would answer the contrary at his penl 

1768 Poona, 7lh September. 1768 {1768, P. D 52) 

Raoji Adowjt to Thomas Hodges 
Dam»}i $ It IS likewise said that Dama)i Gaikwad is dead 
diaUi 



A list of works to which references appear in this book. 


A K Foibes 
W G rorrest 

Gazetteers 

J C Grant Duil 

W Irvuie 

C A Kmcaid & 
D B Panisnu 

R ^V allace 

J W Watson 
G C Whitwortti 
H H WJson 

■y tiles &. Bemell 


Ras Mala L(»idon. 167B 

Selections from the Letters, Despatches and other State 
Papers Preserved m the Bombay Sccretanat, Jlaratha 
Senes Bombay, J8SS 

Gazetteer of the Baroda State 1923 
Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency 
The Impena] Gazetteer of India. 1909 

History of the Itihrattas Bombay. 1978 
Later Mughals Calcutta 

A History of the Maratha People London, 1925 

The Guicowar and His Relations with the Bntish Govern 
ment Bombay 1863 

History of Gujarat Bombay, 1876 
An Anglo-Indian Dictionary London 1833 

A Glossary of Judicial Revenue Terms and Useful Words 
Occumng m Oflicial Documents London, 1655 

Hobson JobsoD London, 1903 



INDEX 


Abdullah Beg, 8, 9 
Abdul Aziz Khan, 48 
Abhaisuig, 13 
Adas 3 

AdoNsji Raoji, 174 
Aga Razak, 86 
Ahmad Shah. 111. 

Ahmadabad rida-ud-dm Khan 45, 
46, Daniaj\rao 114, 117, Camtns 
13, 18. 48, Hamd Khan 2. 3, 5. 8, 
9; KamaUud-dxn 51, 105, Momtn 
Khan 26, 43, 44, 113 
Ahmadnagar, 165-66 
All Nawi Khan ieJeaUdV2& 129, 
and Tans Khan 126 , and Maratbas 
U7,124 127.152.andA;M;jAc/«ni 
74-77, 81-82, Wrtttrti 122 
Amnat Khan, 1 
Anandrao, 101. 

Andrews Thomas, 95 
Anecdote: 3, 8 41 

Appaji Gopal or Appajino See Do' 
maxi's fleet 

Aurangabad 5, 26, 58, 166 . Nawab 2 

Baburao Fadms, 164-65 
Baghwajitrao, 110 
Bahadur Shah, 22 

Balaji Bajirao 9, 11, 102, 105. 128. 

131, 153, 164 
Balajipant, 154-55 
Bally, H W , 158 
Bapaji Naik, 43, 165 
Baroda. 4, 5, 7, 11, 13 44, 51 
Battles Duan, Batapnr, Path Khera i 
2 ; Arras 3 . Bhilapiir 11, 42 . Pant- I 
pat 164, 166 , Ptravul 4S , A’lW Ka- I 
Ihodra 48 I 

Bcgler Khaa, 51 , 54 85, bS 
Best Thomas, 98, lOO 
Bid-ReU, H . 18-21 
Bilimora See Danutjt’s fleet 

BlacUord. J , 184 

Boddam, R H , 53 63. 100. 103,152 
Boucard, 85-6 , 89-90 
Bourchier, R , 96 140, 171 
Bowjcar, W , 162-63 


Broach ■ Damap 41 , Hamtd Khan 4 , 
Pilajt 8, revenue see anecdote’, 
treaty Sn 
Busset Beg, 161. 

Cadden, J, 115 

Cambay • Damap 114, Fida-ud^in 
Khan 45-46 , Khanderao 63 ; Mara- 
rAas 115-119 159-163, d/omm Khan 
'' 110^113, Ptlap and Kanihap 1-10, 

19-22, RangopAQ-SO 
Cainattc, 171 173 

Chellabi Ahmad. 14, 137-141, 144, 145, 
147. 

Chunnaji. 9-11 

Chin liiltch Khan Sec Ntzam ul- 
mutk 

Chitms Ramaji, ]65, 172 
Outpavan Brahmans, 165-66 
! Osurtney, J , 2 4-8 
Cowan, I? , 14-15 
Crommeiin, C , 63-4, 105 06 
Cuntars. 3 

Dabadhe 163 
Dabhoilort, 11 
Dadasaheb 173 

Domaji's deet, 12 70. 115 118 168 
Damaji , and Balap 81, 83, 67 , and 
Broach menus 41 and capture of 
Surat Casik 131, 136, 142, 145, and 
Devap 43-45 , and Dutch 40-41 , 
and KoliS 158 159 , and Madhavrao, 
IK, 174 , and Mtah Achnd 58-60, 
63, I(X) and Second Engltsh Em- 
bassy. 1S3, 154, and Sttral revenues 
sec Cnjflth 
Daraodarpant, 152 
Daula Knan, 41 
Ddgardc, 77-8 . 85 95 
Delhi 29. 41. 107, 111. 126 
Deshasth Brahmans 165 
DexajiTakapir, 43>45. 47-50 
DickWilljam 94 

Dumas. 14. 118 124. 127, 142, 144 
Duncan J . 2. 104 I2QI-2 
Dutch, 78, 60. 82. 83 



INDEX 


Edul D-ida, <49, 106. HI. 129, 132. 135. 
161. 

Ellis Brabazon, 117, 119, 122 
Enclish Embassy, 13, 153 
Erslnne Robert, 105*06, 111-15, 123- 
24 130, 132 36, 141. 144-45. 147, 
149, 153 

pAkhr ud-daula. 51. 
rSis Khan. 107, 122 24, 126, 129. 137- 
41. 147-50. 163 
Eamklisij-ar’s firman, 16. 21 
Eatesing. 3 
Fraser, 55 

French. 19. 20. 23 56, 85 95, 100 
Futtahiab Khan, 48 

Gabaiipant, 165 
Gambler. R , 163 
GangobaTatya, 174 
Ganuns. 1 83 passim, 101 03 
Ghazi Khan. 126 
Girderlal, 143 
Gloss, L F Du, 140 
Cogo.iO.il? 

Gopalrao, 70, 152 164*66 
Gopikabai, 164 65 
Govindas, 24 28, 31 33. 54 
Govind Shivram, 172 
Gnffith. J, S3, 63, 100, 103, 121, 
152 

Guiarat, I, 9 11 46, 48-9, 87-8, 90. 
101, 105, 116-117, 124, 161 62. 173, 
trade 2 

Haddaimy 9 

Hafir ud-Ao Ahmad, 16, 63, 167 
Haidar All Khan 171 
Hamid Klian, 2 8 passim 
Hamza Klian, 50 
Hewson, 139 
Hindostan, 173 

Hodges, T 46-51 passim. 167-171 
passim 174 

HoU.^ jlalarji 165,173-74 
Hope. J , 21-48 passim 
Home J , 18-38 passim 
Howell J 140 
Hunt. 77, 78. 95 
Hyderabad Deccan, 81, 165 

Inchbird, D , 158 
Innes. D 2 11 passim 


Ja/arjt ilahmudboy, 109, 110 
Tagannath Laldas, 12, 23-36 passim, 
50. 51. 59-63 passim. 136, 137, 156 
Jatramrao Appaji, 168 
Janjira, 121 

Janoji Bhonsla, 165, 166, 172. 174. 
Jawan Jlard KJiao Babi, 105 
Jeswantrao Pawar, II, 42, 144, 148, 
152, 165 

Jodrel, Ph , 92, 95 

Kama! ud-dm Khan, 48, 51, 103, 170 
ICantliaji Bande, 2-11 passim, 165 
Kapadvanj, 8, 10 
Ke^pmo, 152 

Klianderao. 2. 47. 51, 63. 64, 83, 90. 

136 142, ISS. 159. 160, 169-71 
Kolia, 13, 60, 61, 63, 71, 72 87, 106, 
IIS. IIS, 158 159. 161, 162 
Knsiuiajipant, 148, 152 

Laldas 143 

Lal;i ShanJvar, 26, 27, 31, 32 
Lala Domini, 26, 27 
Lola Sadanda, 21 

Lambe, J H , 56. 78. 85, 9M00 pas- 
sim 

Lambert. R, 115-19, 226 

Lambton J . 35 39 

Lane. W , 94. 95, 99. 139, 147 

Law, S , 40 

Levic Lieut , 83, 85 

Liiaji Nathu. 216 

Lisle, 82 

Lowther, H , 9-21 passim 

Madhavrao, 76. 100, 103, 131, 145, 
JG# 165. IG6, 171-174, 

Maliadji Sindia 172-173 
ttiittand R . 139, 140, 144 
Maneckchand, 17, 18, 58, 59 
lilaneckji Naoroji, 26, 38, 39 
Manur^ Laldas, 25^ passim. 

Itirsh T , 64 
Kbratha fleet, 123 
Mastagcer Gosavi, 172. 173 
llaulji, 148. 149 
Jleaboy, IW 

Midh Aclund Naxeab 123. 123, de- 
feats Safdar Khtn 53-67 . defeated 
iy Safdar Khan 73-103, and tie Cn- 
Ush 129 150 



INDEX 


Jlir Ah Klian, 9J. 

Slir Kutb-ud-din. 154. 137. 133. ISO. 
167 

llir Momin, 2 
MirMoosum, 123. 334, 333 
Mirra Moghul, 46 

Modi, 69, 74, 75. 73. 1 16. 127. 134. 13S. 
143 

MoguU. 13, 47, 48. 73. 34, 97. 110, 111, 
141.168 

Mogul Emperor, 2. 40. 83, 111, 165, 
166 

Mogul firman, 81, 140 
Momin Khan I, SO, 116 
Momm l\han H, 13. 23. 26. 30, 31, 
34. 40. 44. 45, 48. HO. 113. 115, 
117, 161, 362 
Morgan Capt ,115 

Mojecn ud-dinKhan SoiMtahAchind 
Muckboul Alum, 47, 43 
^luftakhir, 47. 

Mubxminad Ali, Khan, 172 
Muhammad Husam, 21. 

Muliaimnad Khan, 57. 

^luhammad iquar Khan, 54, 63. 64, 
74, 7S, 78, 8S. 83 89, 101 IW 121 
Muhammad Yakut, 151 
Munchcr. 54. 78. 81. 92. 125 135 


Kadiad, 5. 7, 43. 46. 106 
Nadir aiah. 41, 42. 

Nana, 81*128 passim, 136*142 passim, 

147. 153, 154, 166. 172, 174. 
haraj^rao Pcshwa, 166 
Narro Pandit, 104, 123, 142 144, 

148, 152 

Naro Shaokcr, 173 
NasikTnmbak, 164, 172 
Nasir Jang, 54, 60 
KasserMTinji Bomanji, 81, 129, 132 
Naugur, 42 45 
Navapur, lOI 

Navsan I7. I8 32. 33. S9. 109 

Neck Alam Khan, 91, 97, 93 

Nilk^thrflo Diwan, 164, 165 

Nizam 55, 57, 58 60. 61 

Nizam All, 1G5, 166 

Nizam u] mulk, 1, 3, 9, 11, 41, 54 55 

Osman Chellabi 67 


Rirsis. 25 
Rite! Boman, 23 
Patd Coculdas, 23, 26 
Pasrar Udaji, 3, 9, 1 1, 173 
PcmWe Capt.. 144 

Pcshwa. 1. 9. 17. 53. 70. 73. 88, 90, 
I 101, 103, 104. 105, no. 121, 123, 
125, 153. 166, 171, 

: Phipps, W . 4. 30 
Phuija. 122, 140. 

Pilaj^o, 1-16 passim, 41. 

Pillans, Ensign. 94 
Piraji Naik, 165. 

Pocock, 139 

Pnce. W. A . 68 96. 153, 154 
Pulpatah, 49, 50, 58, 62. 63. 75 102. 

171. 

PjTH 85, 95 

Raghoba, 13. 164, 165, 166. 171, 172, 
173, 174 

Raghoji Karande. 165 
Righunathrao, 101-107 passun 
Ka;apu7, 78 
I^maji Pant, 83, 96, 97 
Ramchandra Daji 119,152 
Ram Ra}a, 165, 166 
I^ngoji 40, 46^ 

Robinson 13-15 

Rudrajt Pandit, 167, 169, 170 

Rustam Ah IChan, 2, 3, 4, 16 

Sadashiv Ramchandra, 165 
Sadlier, 55 

Saldar Khan 12 42 52-123 passim 
147 148. 152 153, death 124 25 
Said 103 123 141.144,150,151.159, 
Abdtdiah Solroos 131, 143, Khan 50 
Zean 74. 81 . 

Sakharam Wah 16 61 , 

Baptt 164 165, 172 
Sabbat Jang, 116 
Sabbatpura, 93 
Saml^uji, 11 
Sanders j , 71, 72, 85 
Sarbuland Kh^ 1, 8, 9 
Sataia, 81, I65, 166 
Saa Raja 4, 5 
Scott, 95 
Servis, W , 70 
Sewdl J . 43, 44 
Shah Jaiian. 22 



INDEX 


Shaikh ul-lslam, I, 2 
Shaikh Muhammad Fazil, 100 
ShankerjiPant, 103 
Shaw, W., 101 
Shujaat Ivhan 3 

Sidis Ahmad Khan 122 133 

151 , Ainhar 165 , Fame 1^ ’ Htlal 
142, 145, 151 , JaJar 123, 129. 141. 
147, 148, 149 169 , Kitroola OmraM 
100 Masiid 55, 56, 59, 67, 7o 73-111 
jiassim.. 121-51 .passim., ]\!ufja 62, 
75, 79 85 , Rajapttr 37, 4i 12I 
122 . Sauban 99. 100 
Smd. 42 67, 68 75, 82 92. 95 , 

Sohiab Khan. 16 17. I 

Songarh. 8, IS, 21. 26, 31. 32, 35, 37. , 
39 43. 44 62. 63, 101. 

SoorjiIr^Lot 172 173 I 

Sorabji Muncherji 85 129 
Spencer, J , 123, 130, 131, I36. 137, 
142 

Stackhouse 163 
Steriing J , S3-Sfl 
Stracey J , 159 
Surai M Yat, 173 
Sultanpur, 71, 72, 87. ISS 159 
Surat Castle, capture of. Is 120, 
cJiauth, ongxn see Grt^itlxi merce- 
mrus 89 00, 95 99 rei^nue 16, 
58 63, 90, 103, 104. 121. I39, 152 
153 


TanUia, 17, 80, 83. 96, 97. 129, 138. 

140, 141, 150 
Tatta, 53. 73, 104, 121 
Taudm, 13-15 

Teg Bakht Khan, 12 20 passim, 24, 
30. 41, 51, 54, 121 123, 147. 

Tiieaixas • Damaji, Nawab of Sural, 
Trg Bam Khan 16, Pesh„.a 96, 
Sa/Jar Khan, Stdt lOS, Mrah Achird 
ISO 

Tnmhskma Slims, 12, 2S4, 265, 272 
I Tnmbak Pandit, 48 
1 Tulaji Colbaine, 8 
j Turner, E , 139 

Uddeel Shah. Ill 
Umabai 21, 42 
Umra. 93. 144 
Umra\geer, 173 

Venkaji Naik, 163 
Visnagar, 170 
Viswanath Gangadhar, 96 

WahttUah, 123, 129, 14749 
Walsh, Ensign, 130 
\Vlute. G . 170 
\Vniiam, W,42 65 
Wolabh. 86 



